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TO THE. 


READER 


Hree Tears are now elapsd, fouce 

The Firſt Volume of Letters, 
written by a Spy at Paris, was publiſh'd 
in Engliſh. And it was expeited, that 
a Second ſhould have come out long before 
this. The. favourable Reception which 
that found among ſ All forts of Readers, 
wonld have encouraged a ſpeedy Tran- 
flation f the reſt, had there been ex- 
tant any French Edition, f more than 
the Firſt Part. But, after the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, none could be heard of. And, 
as for the Italian, our Book ſellers have 
not that Correſpondence in theſe Parts, 
as they have in the more Neighbouring 
Countries, of France and. Hofland. So, 
that it was a Work deſpair dof, to rero- 
ver any more of this Arabian's Memoirs, 
Fe little dreamt, that the Florentines 
had been ſo buſy in Printing, and ſo 
faccef5fal in Selling the continued Fran- 
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To the Reaper. 


lation 4 theſe Arabian Epiſtles ; ?*till 
He 


it was the Fortune of an Engliſh Gentle- 
man, to travel in thoſe Parts laſt Sum- 
mer, and diſcover the happy News. 1 
will not fore his Letter, which is 
annexed to this Preface, for the Satia- 
faction of the World; but only, acquaint 
you, that os the Receipt of it, the 
Perſon to whom it was directed, was fo 
well pleaſed with the Propoſal, that he 
made it his immediate Bujjneſs, to 1157 
out the Engliſh Tranſlator of. the 

Volume, as judging him to be the fitteſt 
Perſon, which being done, he 1mmediate- 
ly gave an Account of his Proceedings to 


Mr. Saltmarſh at Amſterdam, . who 


ſent him over two Tomes of the Turk- 
iſh Spy iz Italian, with Promiſe of the 
Reſt when theſe were made Engliſh. _ 
One of theſe I here preſent you with, 
and the Other will, &er long, be ready 
pf > eprom 
I need not ſay any Thing of the Ori- 
inal Arabick, er of the Author, the 
lace of, his Abode, and how his Wri- 
tings came to. Light. Sufficient has. been, 


ſpoken. on that Subject, in the Prelace, 
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| To the Reaves. 

to the Firſt Part. 1 ſhall only add, That 
if his Style may ſeem in this Part, to 
vary ſometimes from the Firſt Volume, 
it muſt be attribated to the Difference 
of the Languages from whence they are 
Tranſlated ; it being impoſſible to obſerve 
an equal Idiom, in following Two ſuch 
Berea Languages, as French ond 
Italian: The One dancing in {oft Mea- 


fares, delicate Cadeiicies, and ſmooth Pe- 


riods; the Other advancing in lofty 
Strains, keeping a Roman Pace, full 
of maſculine and ſententious Gravity. 

Neither can the Arabian himſelf be 


ſuppoſed always in the ſame Temper ; or, 


that his Style ſhould be all of a Piece. In 


ſome Places, where he treats of Sieges 


and Battles, be feems to foot the Pyr- 
hick Meaſures in Profe ; there breaths 
a certain Martial Ardor in his Words. 
In other Places, on the ſame Subject, he 


goes on like an Impartial Hiſtorian, 


barely relating Matter of Fact, without 
any Flowers or Gloſſes, He 18 not 
to trifle with Philoſophy or Religion; 
but handles the. One in the peculiar 
Dialect of the Eaſt, and treats of the 
| A'3 ther, 
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Other, in the caſtigate Language © 
the Weſtern Sts To Treg. 1 700 
been couver fant in the Academies; as 
he himſelf profeſſes, Letter XX. Book 
I. Vol. I. In a word, throughout all 
. bis Letters there is a Duaintneſs of 
Expreſſion, peculiar to the Arabians: 
And, however be may vary in his Style, 
yet his Senſe retains the, ſame Edge; he 
is lively to the very laſt. Nay, as far 
as can perceide, both his Language, 
Senſe and Judgment grow more \corrett, 
as he advances in Tears. And, you'll 
find ſome Difference between his Letters 
of 1637 and 1660. 

F'xpef# the whole Series of them, as 
faſt as they can conveniently be publiſhed, 
the Third Volume being almoſt ready 
for the Preſs In which the. Reader 
will find the ſrangeſi Revolutions and 
moſt amazing Accidents, that ever hap- 
per'd'in the World fince the Creation; 


with many French Intrigues and Court 


Policies, which would never have come 
to Light, had it not been for this ſubtle 
Arabian. Farewcl. X — 
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| : Ravelling through Ttaly this 
B Summer, and coming to Fer- 
ke rara about the Middle of 


This 
accomphſh'd Perſon, received me with | 
＋94 4 ſingu- ö 


Ar. Saltmarſh' Letter, &c. 


fingular Humanity and Friendſhip': In 
all his Deportment, giving Proofs of a 
Diſpoſition worthy of his Character, and 
the Blood which runs in his Veins. He 
is univerſally Learned, and by his prodi- 
gious Reading, (which cannot be hid 
trom thoſe who converſe with him) he 
ſeem'd to me a Walking Library. You 
cannot name an Author of Note, with 
whom he is not acquainted, being a care- 
tv] Collector, or rather an Engroſſer of 


all remarkable Books. He gave me fa- 


miliar Acceſs to his Library, which, ac- 
eording to the beſt Computation I could 
make, conſiſted of no leſs than fix 'Thou- 
land choice Treatiſes. You know my 
Inclination, and will eaſily believe, that 
I took no {mall Delight, in the Liberty 
I had, not only to turvey, but allo to 
make uſe of this 'Treafure ſo long as I 
ſtaid in Ferrara. I was there daily, and 
thought that. ']ime miſpeut, which my 
other Obligations took from my Study. 
Among other Books, I chanced to 
the Italian Trau/lation of the Turkiſh Spy, 
Which was ſo cclebrated all over Europe, 
and which J had read both in French and 
Engliſh. I had the Curioſity to peruſe it 
over, and found it exactly to agree with 


thoſe Tranſlations J had ſeen; which made 


me ask this Gentleman, whether there 
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Mr. Saltmarſh's Letter, Re. 


were no more Volumes of it Printed : He 
preſently ſhewed me Si more, and told 


.me, the Eighth was in the Preſs. Over- 


joy d at this News, I asked him, Where 
-might. furniſh myſelf with thoſe Sever: 
Volumes already Printed? He aſſured me, 
the Firſt Impreſſions were all ſold off, but 
that they would be Reprinted again. I 
expreſſed ſome Sorrow and Concern, that 
I could not procure thoſe Books; when, 
with an unparalleld Generoſity, he frank- 
ly beſtow'd thoſe Seven Volumes upon me. 
Tis true, at our firſt Acquaintance, I 
had obliged him with a Preſent, on which, 
I believe, he ſet. a greater Price than on 
theſe Books; it being a Watch of moſt 
curious Workmanſhip, made by one of 
the greateſt Artiſts in Italy. However, 


1 . my Gift returned Seven- fold in 


theſe Books. I brought them along with 
me through Germany into Holland, where 
I kept them as a ſecret Treaſure; being 
deſirous, if poſſible, that the Six Volumes, 
which are not yet Tranſlated out of Itali- 
an, might firſt ſpeak my Native Tongue, 
that ſo we may not always be obliged to 
the French for the moſt acceptable Pro- 
ducts of the Preſs. Knowing therefore 


the ſingular Delight you take in Enter- 
| Prizes of this Nature, and how much it 


may lic in your Way to procure a Tranſ- 
lation 


Mr. Saltmarſh's Letter, &c. 


ation of theſe Volumes, by Reaſon of 
your great Acquaintance with Learned 
and Ingenious Men, I offer. you the Re- 
tuſal ot this Undertaking; both for the 
Friendſhip that is between us, and be- 
cauſe I know none fo fit to manage this 
Deſign as your ſelf. I will willingly ven- 
ture a Share in the Coft, but 1 would 
have no more than a third Perſon con- 
cern'd in it. If you accept of this Pro- 

oſal, I will ſend you the {talian Volumes, 
and leave the Succeſs to your Conduct. 
1 can aſſure you, that none but the Firf 
Part 18 as MA tranſlated into French, or 
any other Language, except the Italian; 
and the following Tomes arc not to be had 
tor Money. Therefore we have a fair 
Opportunity of obliging the Nation with 
a Work fo long expected, and fo much 
deſired by all that have ſeen the Firſt Ve- 
lame. My Oecaſions require me to ſpend 
this Winter at Anlerdam; but I hope in 
the Spring to ſee you at Londey. In the 
Interim 1 am, | | 
, 


An; erdam Sept. 9. i hf 9 1 
F 1690. Narr, cc. 


Daniel Saltmarſh. 
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Abmut, the Arabian, faithful Slave of un 
Erabim, to Bechir Baſſa, his Highneſs's Chief 
Treaſurer at Conſtantinople. Page 1 


Of Carcoa's long Silence, and Mahmut's Suſpicion 


there”; of his Removal from Paris on that Ac- 
count, 
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Mr. Saltmarſh's Letter, &c. 


ation of theſe Volumes, by Reaſon of 
your great Acquaintance with Learned 
and Ingenious Men, I offer you the Re- 
fulul ot this Undettaking ; both for the 
Friendſhip that is between us, and be- 
cauſe 1 know none ſo fit to manage this 
Deſign as your ſelf. I will willingly ven- 
ture a Share in the Coſt, but I would 
have no more than a third Perſon con- 
cern'd in it. If you accept of this Pro- 
poſal, I will fend you the {talian Volumes, 
and leave the Succeſs to your Conduct. 
1 can aſſure you, that none but the Foe 
Part 18 as 925 tranflated into French, or 
any other Language, except the Italian; 
and the following Tomes arc not to be had 
tor Money. Therefore we have a fair 
Opportunity of obliging the Nation with 
a Work fo long expected, and ſo much 
deſired by all that have ſeen the Fir Ve- 
lume. My Oecaſions require me to ſpend 
this Winter at Aulerdam; but I hope in 
the Spring to ſee you at Londey. In the 


Interim 1 am, 
| S J Ks 


aal, Sept. 9. . 
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9 Daniel Salimarſh. 
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LETTER 1 


Ahmut, the Arabian, faithful Slave of WICH, 

Erabim, to Bechir Baſſa, his Highne/s's Chief 

Treaſurer at Conſtantinople. Page 1 

Of Carcoa's long Silence, and Mahmut's Suſpicion: 


theres of his Removal from Paris on that Ac- 
count, 
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The TABLE F 
II. To the Aga of the Janixaries. 3 
Of the Swediſh Amazons; the Death of Duke 
Albert; the taking of Glogow, Succinicz, and 
Olimitz, by General Torſtenſon. | 
III. To Prabin Chanregil, Chief Befangi, or Gar- 
rs —— — 2 4 
Of an Herb call'd the Ill Neighbour, and of the 
— Plant; of Mahmut Enemies at the 
raglio. 
IV. To 2 Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 


State at Conſtantinople. _ 55 

Of Carcoa's Death at Vienna, and of Nathan Ben | 
Saddi's ſucceeding him in his Commiſſion 3 of 
Mahmut's Return to Paris. E 


V. To the Kaimachum. - 7 
Of the Death of tbe Queen-Mother of France; 
of her Apparition to Cardinal Richliev, and of 
His Sickneſs. | 
VI. To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign of the True ; 
and Undefiled Faith. 8 : 1 2 
Of the Death of Mary de Medicis, Queen-Mother 2 
and Dowager of France; of Cardinal Richlieu's 


| Leer to ber, and of the Rich Church of St. 
. Deny*s in France. i 
VII. To Dgnet Oglau. / 13 . 


. Of a violent Tempeſt of Thunder and Ligbiuingg 
of what. happened to Mahmut during this Storm; oh 
and of the Cuflom.of Ringing the Bells at Paris 
on ſuch Occaſiong. | 

VIII. To the ſame. 16 

Of his Frienaſbip and Converſation with a Car- 
melite Friar; of Images and Pictures. 

IX To the Kaimacham. 18 

Of the Wars in Catalonja and Rouſſillon, of the 

Siege ef Perpignan, and the Generofity of the 
French King 

X. To Reis Effendi, Principal Secxetary of State, 97 
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the Jujuries done to Two French Lords by 
the Subbaſlee of Salhia, near Arabia. 
XI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 24 

Of Carcoa's Death and his Virtues, aubich he 

exhorts bim to imitate 3; he deſires Carcoa's Jour- 


nal and Papers may be ſent to Paris, 
XIL To 2 25 —_— 26 
Of the French Ladies addicting themſelves to Phi- 


loſophy. A Character of Monſieur. des Cartes. 
He aefires him to ſend him the Inſcriptions ef 
ths Obelisks and Columns in the Hippodrome 
at Conſtantin 


ople. 
XIII, To Cara Ha „ a Phyſician at Conftanti- 
. | 28 
Of the King's Phyſick-Garden in Paris; of a fa- 
nous Library in that City ; of the Palaces and 
Hoſpitals ; particularly of the Hoſpital of God. 
A Digreſfion concerning Friend/>ip. 
XIV. To the Kaimacham. 33 
A Continuation of the Siege ef Perpignan; the 
* * Exploity of the Mareſchal de la Mothe ; i. 
Taking ' the Towns of Tamarit and _ Mouſon ; 


and of a Sea-Fight between the French and the 
Spaniards. 


XV. To Jef his Kinſman. _ 35 
Hie congratulates his ſafe Return to Conſlantino- 
a e 3 "thanks him for the Alms und , Sacrifice 
p perfor med © for the Health of bis Soul ; Ex- 
poflulates wvith him concerning his three Years 
rawvel. | 
XVI. To Berber Mufiapha Aga at Conſtantinople. 39 
Of the Duke of 'Lorrain's Excommunication ; a 
of hir Proteſt againſt it, Of the unaccountabl: 
Power the Popes have over the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces. 
XVII. To Bed edin, Superior of the Derwiſes, of 
the Convent of Cegni in Natalia. 
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He ſends him à Character of Jeſus Chriſt ; <wvith 
a Deſcription of his Perſon, wwhich Publius 
Lentulus, Prefideut of Judza, ſent to the Senate 

of Rome. ws 
XVIII. To the Kaimacham. 43 
Of the Reduction of Aſac. | | 
XIX. To Muſtapha, Ba of Siliftria. a 45 
He congratulates his Viftory over the Coſſacks; tet: 
him what the French ſay of him, acquaints him 
with the Wars between the Pope and the Duke 

of Parma. 
XX. Io Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of State. 48 
Of the Diſappointment the Turks met quith in 

their Deſign to take Raab. E 

XXI. To Engurnii Emir Cheik, a Man of the Law. 50 
He complains of the General IWickeaneſs of Eurape ; 


The Corruptions of the French Court, whereef 


he gives him an Inſtance in the Story of Monſieur 
Belville. X | 
XXII. To the moſt Illuſtrious Vir Azem, at the 
Port. 52 
Of the Birth of Sultan Mahomet; and the Senti- 
ments of the French Ladies on that Occaſion. 
XXIII. To the ſame. E 1 
. He afflauds his Juſtice, in putting to Death the 
Perſian Emir, who jirft taught. Sultan Amurath 
to drink Nine; adwiſes him to do the ſame to 
Muſtapha Baſſa. 5 
XXIV. To the Venerable Mi, Prince of the Re- 
ligicn of the Turks. 


58 
He diſcourſes of Holy Water; and of Dogs being 


permitted to enter the Chriitiin Churches; he 
reproaches the Chriſtians with prophaning their 
. Temples, by making Lewe in them. 
XXV. To the Vixir Azem, Prime Director of the 
Affairs of tke Ottoman Empire. 57 
He informs him of the Commations in England. 
| XXVI., To 
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The TABLE. 
XXVI. To Abe! Melech Muley Omar, Superintend ant 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 66 
Of the Motion of the Earth- : That the Planets are 
habitable 3 of Vigiliue's "being t to Death for 
aſſerting the Antipodes : and that Galilæus had 
the to run the ſame Fate, for maintaining Co- 
pernicus*s Doctrine. 
wad To Cara Haß, the Phyſician at Conflan- 
. lp - 1 
He aſſerts, That Beaſis bave Reaſon, or a raab 
wery analogous ug ie; in "Oppoſition to the Ci 


teſian Philoſoph 
XXVIIF To Hoſſein Baſſe. 72 
He reproaches the Tutor of the Pages in the Sera- 
glio with Enwy and ill Offices. 


XXIX. To Sobyman his Coulin at Conſtantinople 74 

He accepts his Apology for defaming bim; _ gives 

him Counſel how te deport himſelf toward 

his Wife, and exhorts him to keep a good Con. 
ſcience 

XXX. To the Kaimacham. 77 

Of the Surrender of Perpignan ; of Olivarez his 


hindring its Relief"; and his being diftraged at 


the News of its Loſs. Of Cardinal Richlieu's 
falling into Diſgrace, and bis Reſtoration to 
the King's Fawour. 
XXXI. To Nathan Ben Sad 8 a Few at Vienna. 79 
Of the Receipt of his Letter, with Carcoa's Jour- 
ral and Legacy. He adgſires him to order his Bills 
letter for the future. 


XXXII. To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the True 


and undefiled Faith. 81 

He diſcourſes of Chniſt's Incarnation, of the Angel 
Gabriel's bring the Moon with his Wing, 
and cauſing the dark Spots in that Planet: Of 
Renatus des Cartes. 


XXXIII. To the Vizir Axem at the Port. of 
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707 a Greek Merchant who was forc'd out of hi. 


Country by the Inſolence of the Janizaries. 
XXXIII. To 80 . Hay, 4 Phyſician at Conflan- 
tinople. * 85 


Touching the 0 Various Selle of Mahometans and 
Chriſtians :* Of the Golden Age, and many Ab- 
an taught by . N Doctors. 
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LETTER 1 


O the Kaimachan. - 89 
Of Cardinal Richlien's Death ; of bis De- 


ſcent, Education, Preferment, and the Je 
loufie of the Grandtes. 
II. To the Venefable Mufti. 92 
On the ſame Subject, and of the Cardinal, IRE 
His Character. 
III. To Faſmir Spire Regial, an Aſtrologer at A 


po. 

He 2 on his Name,  drolls on his Prof, 2 
Aon, and <wifhes him to return to his ald Trad: 

of teaching Pigeons ro carry Letters. 

IV. To the Grand Signior's Chief Treaſurer, 96 

He excuſes the Infrequencies of his Letter 3 men- 
tions the King of Perſia', cath ; relates the Sur- 
render of Tortona, and the Marriage 7 the 
Prince ef Savoy with his Niece. 


V. To Darniſh Mebemet Baſſa. _ 99 
.Of Cardinal Julio Mazarini, Richlieu's Saree 
VI. bo [ſouf bis Kinſman. 100 


He defires him, to make an Offering for lim to 
Sheh 


The T ABLE. 
Sheh Boubac, à Santone at Aleppo: The Story 
of” Syntana Fiſle 3 He requires an Account of his 


Travels. - at AX 
VII. To Mahomet, Baſſa of Damaſcus. * 102 
Of Manſour, the youngeſt Sen of Farcardine, the 
brave Emir f Sidon. And of a Battel fought 
before Leipfick. ' ' + b WRA te 
VIII. To the Venerable Mufti, Arbitrator of the 
Problems and Myſteries of Faith. _” 104 


He anſwers all the Scruples of bis former Letter 
to the Mufti z and afſerts the Bodily Delights of 
Paradiſe. 

IX. To the Kaimacham. 110 

Of the extraordinary Henours done to the Prince 
of Morgues by the French King, as a Reward 
of his Services.” © : 

X. To Achmet Beig. 112 
Of the Defign which the Spaniſh Ambaſſador bad, 
of Murdering the Portegueſe Ambaſſador at 
ome. 
XI. To the Vixir Azem at the Port. 115 

He expoſtulates with him concerning the Threat- 

nings of the Baſla's of the Port. 
XII. To. Murat Baſſa. 117 
Of the Siege of Friburgh, and of the Defeat of 
the Germans before Leipſick, of the Surrender 
"of that Place, and the Confuſion of the German 
Court. | * r 
XIII. To the Kaimacham. x” 121 

Touching Cardinal Mazarini's Conduct. 

XIV. To the Venerable Muti, Prince of the Inter- 
preters of the Law, and Judges of Equity. 123 

Of the Death of Lewis XIII. King of France. An 
Apology for his making War with the Houſe of 
Auſtria; @ Rehearſal of the Spaniſh Uſurpations, 
Plots and Cruelty. | 

XV. To Reis Effend;, Principal Secretary of State. 1 o 
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Mahmut the Arabian, faitbſul. Slave of 
Sultan Ibrahim, to Bekir Baſſa, His 
Highneſs's Chief N at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Know not whether it bea Vice or a Virtue to be 
fearful in my Circumſtances. I am no Storch, 
nor can I pretend an Exemption from the com- 
mon Paſſions of Men. However, tis not for 
my felf I am ſolicitous, but I conſult the Good of 
my Commiſſion, There is a Difference between Cau- 
tion ard Fear; and Apprehenſion of Dauger, is not 
ro be termed Puſillanimity. 

I have written ſix Letters to Carcea at 8 
but have received no Anſwer theſe four Means. This 
Neglect puts me upon Thinking; and I am puzzled 
to find out an Excuſe for kim. 1 would fain continue 
my good ri of his 1 y, without forfeiting 
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my. Senſes: For, although I am not naturally ſuſpi- 
eio is, yet Experience has taught me to number Fea- 
A among the Cardinal Virtues. 

Not to amuie tt.ce, I am afraid of Treichery. 
Carcoa knows the Secrets of my Commiſſion, and it 
lies-in his Power to do much Miſchief. Yet I may 


wrong the Man ; perhaps he is dead: Ard there 


are no Poll: tnat brirg News from the Grave, If 
he be in the Region of Silence, and expired in his 
Integrity, the Tao bal Angels ſhall have no Power 
to hurt him. But 1 Vor der 1 ſhould have no Intel- 
ligence of his Death, neither from the Ainiſters of 
the Port, nor from Eliachem the Few. I tell thee, 
I am uneaſy till I know tlie Truth. 

When I fit in my Chamber, and hear any diſcour- 
ſing in the Houſe, I 1magine tis about me ; when J 
go along the Streets, if any Man f itten» his Eyes on 
me, he arreſts me with Fear and Apprebenſion. Tis 
true, I am willing to undergo the worſt they can 
inflict; but it would extremely enhance the Ser- 
rows of Death, to ſee the Secrets of the Sublime 
Pert, become the Scorn and Derifion of Hiſadelt. 

For theſe Reaſons, I have removed my ſelf about 
a League from Paris, pretending it is lor my Health, 
truſting the Conveyance of my Le'ters, and other 
Bufineſs to Eliachim, who, for ought I know, may 
prove a Reed of Egypt. 

[ 'defire thee, nay I conjure thee, to ſend a ſpeedy 
Sepply of Money, without which 'tis 1mpoſlible for 

Mabmut, the vileſt Slave of the great and invin- 
eible Ibrahim, to perform what is expected of him. 
The great God reward thy Fidelity with unſading 
Treaſures. | 

Faris, 10th of the 7th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 

AHeeording to the Chriſtian Style. 
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ET T I HM. 


To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


HE God of War ſeems to eſpouſe the Quarrel of 

the Swedes; and all the Planets contribute to 
their Proſperity 3 even Fems her ſelf, has for a While 
laid aſide her uſual Softneſs, appearing now in the 
Field arm'd Cap-a-pe, with a Train of Swedi/b Ama- 
205 at her Heels. 

Thou wilt think I romance in telling thee this, 
and only temporize with thy Genius, having often heard 
thee paſſionately admire the valiant Acts of Semiramis 
and other Eaſtern Virago"s :; but aſſure thy Telf, that 
the Szwedes after fome late Bartels, when they went to 
bury their Dead, ſtripping them of their Cleaths, 
found ſeveral of the Pair Lex under the. Diſguiſe of 
Men, among which there were ſome of Quality. 

It is ſaid, that one of theſe was {een to engage Duke 
Albert himſelf, with a matchlefs Bravery and Courage: 
the Duke being twice unhorled by her, and as often 
remounted by his vigilant Squires. | 

Thoſe that pretend to know more than the common. 
Sort, ſay, that Revenge was the Motive which brought 
this Lady inte the Field, having received a groſs At- 
front from Duke Alert in the German Court. How 
ever, the Duke died of the Wounds he received of this 
Bellona, and ſhe ſurvived not to triumph over her dead 
Enemy. | : | 

After this, the Saveds;, under the Command of Ge- 
neral Torftenſon, matched into Silefia ; took. Glowgowby 
Storm the 12th of the 5th Mon; and Suciniex, on 
the 7th of the 6th Moor. 1 45 

And, as if nothing were able to diſcourage or 
baffle the indefatigable Mind of this Great General, 
he inveſted the ſtrong * of Oumitæ in Mora dia, 

2 and 
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and took it after fourteen Days Siege. The Pot. 
are arrived this Morning with this News. 

Be ſtrong and of good Courage, and Cod ſhall 
give thee Victory in Battel, when thou ſighteſt a- 
ainſt the Hfidels. Abſtain from Wine, and fr:m 
And receive this Advice, as a Teſtimo- 
ny of my Eſteem and Friendſhip. 


Paris, 2oth of the 7th Moon, 
of* the Tear 1042. 


LETT E R III. 


To Ibrahim Chanregil, Chief Boſtangi, or 


. Gardiner to the Sultan 


HOU that art daily conver an: with the El- 

. deit Products of the Earth, aud carit call the 
whole Yegetable Family by their proper Names, tell 
me whether there be ſuch a Planc, as by its baneful 
lafluence blaſts all that grows within ten Cubits of 
its Root I would not put ſuch a Qre..ton to thee, 
had I not lately ſeen ſomething in the Garden of 
a Certain Nobleman near Paris, which makes me 
think 'tis true. They call it here [The iil Neighbour, 
becauſe it preys (they ſay) on all the Herbage that is 
near it, riſing and flouriſhing by their Fall. Indeed, 
at that time 1 ſaw it, there was a witter'd Circle 
round it; whilſt this devouring Sprout look'd gay 
and full, augmented by the Spoils of neighbouring 
Graſs: A proper Emblem of Oppreſſion 1 wiſh 


'twere growing in the Gardens of all cruel Brant, 


that in this natural Glaſs they might behold their 
voracious Spirits. 

I will not thus call in Queſtion thy Knowledge 
of an Herb, which ſhuns all Human Touch. Here 


is one in the ſame Garden, which the Me N 
"i 8 4 
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boaſts was by thy Hands cropt from the Sy! ar” 
Gardens, and being ſet in a Pot of Earth preſented 
to him. Thou didſt not well conſult thy Safety, in 
ſuch a grand Preſumption, nor yet the Honour of 
thy Sovereign Maſter, who (ſhould it ever reach his 
Ears) would ſoon tranſplant thee from the Garden 
of the Seraglio to the Elyſian Fields. 

Thou oughteſt to receive this Reprimand with 
higeſt Gratitude, fince it will not ſhut thee out of 
thoſe pleaſant Walks and Groves within the High 
Imperial Walls. Uſe more Prudence an»ther Time; 
and ſcorn ſuch eaſy Condeſcenſions to Infide/ſs Say, 
that I am thy Friend in this Advice; and, in Re- 
compence, I only deſire this good Office of thee, to 
watch the Motions of my Enemies. There are no 
leſs than thee great Officers of the Seraglio, 
mering out my Ruin. Thou knoweſt who | nean. 
Keep thy Integrity. The fly inſinuating Words of 
Shaſhim Iſtbam, the Black Eunuch, ſpoken not long 
ago in my Diſgrace to the Principal Secretary of State, 
quickly ecchoed to my Chamber in Paris. Be Silent 
and Wiſe. | 2 

Paris, 2oth of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


ham- 


LETTER Iv. 


To Muſlu Reis Effendi, Principal Secreta- 
. ry of State at Couſtantinople. 
| 


bl 


F it were lawful for me to take the Oath of our 
Holy Prephet, I would ſwear by 
Evening, that thy News is welcome. 

I had ſcarce finiſh'd our appointed Devotions after ' 
Sun-ſet, when the Pe brought me thy Ditpatch, 
which informs me, that 7 at Vienna is dead. 

| 3 


the Hour of the 
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I rejoice not in the Death of an honeſt Slave to 
Erahim; let Flowers ſpring from the Duſt of his 
Grave. Neither can 1 mourn for a Man, that may 
be gone to new and richer Poſſe ſſions; yet I am 
Pleaſed, that he q; itted the Old fairly, and has left 
behind him an Odour of Virtue. A Man in his Poſt 


is attack'd with ſtrong "Temptations, and he that re- 


fiſts to the End merits a Wreath gathered from the 
Tree of Life. 

Thou mayeſt think, *tis with more eaſe I receive 
the News of Carcoa's Death than of his Infidelity ; 
not that I value the Rack or any other Tortures, 
with which the Policy of State uſes to draw Confeſ- 
fions of Capital Crimes. But, I would not have the 
Grand Aﬀairs of the Ottoman Port, come within the 
Verge of a Scrutiny. 

1 his News is the beſt Cure for the Illneſs I pre- 
tended, when I excharged Paris for the Country Air, 
ten Days ago; whereof Bechir Baſſa has received an 
Account. 

I am now returned to my old Lodging, and am 
congratulated for my ſpeedy Recovery, by them that 
knew not my true Diſtemper. 

Thou inſormeſt me, that by the Order of the 
Diwan, one Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few, is appointed 
Succeſſor of Carcoa. I wiſh he may acquit himfetf 
as well. 

The five hundred Zechin, thou haſt ordered me 
by him, will be very welcome to a Man, who has 
been forced. to retrench many Charges, that he might 
the be ter ſerve the Grand Signior | 

The King of Spain may wiſh, that he could con- 
clude a Peace on as ealy Il erms with the French King, 
as the Sophy of Perſia has with Sultan {brahim. 

None but God and his Prophet know the Zeal with 
Which I ſerve the Sublime Port. 

Paris, 2oth of the 7th Men, 


of the Year 1642. 
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LETTER v. 
To the Kaimacham.. 


Shall now acquaint thee with the Death of the 
1 Dueen-Mvther and Dowager of France, who fell a 
Sacrifice to the Ambition of the Cardinal of Rich- 
lieu, as thoſe of her Party do cemmenly ſuggeſt. 
For being highly diſguſted at his Counſe's, and In- 
trigues, eſpecially hi: playing the Incendiary, and in- 
flaming thoſe of the Blood Royal one againſt anther, 
the departed from France, and by a kind. of voluntary 
Baniſhment, expoſed her ſelf to ſo many Inconve- 
niencies, Hardſhips, and Rigors of Fortune, as ſeem'd 
to haſten her End : Her great Spirit chuſing rather 
to break than bow to the turbulent Cardinal. | 
She ſojourned in Flanders, Holland, England, and 
the Empire. Her Travels being chequer'd all along 
with a Mixture of Gcod and Evil, Here meeting 
with Reſpect, there with Indiſſerence and Coldneſs, 
if not Contempt. In ſome Places her Misfortunes 
were pitied, and the Cardinal blamed for perſecuting 
fo Great and Good a Qyeen : In chers, the Carai- 
nal was juſtified; and her Conduct cenſured and 
condemned. And ſhe, accuſed her ſelf for raifing 
him to the Power of doing her theſe Injuries. At 
length, tired out with the Fatigue; of State, and 
om fick of the, World, ſhe betock herſelf to a2 
onafiry in Colegue, where, after ſhe had ſpent 
ſome Time in Religious Preparations for another 
World, ſhe expired the 3d of this Inſtant Moon. 
It was placed among the Remarkables by ſome, 
that the ſame Day ſhe died, the Cardinal of Richlieu 
fell ſick; which Sickneſs yet continues upon him, 
But, whether to appeaſe the Ghoſt of his deceaſed 
Miſtreſs, whom he had ſo unjuſtly perſecuted; or, 
to mollify the Reſentments of the People, is uncer- 
B4 tain : 
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tain, Yet notwithſtanding his dangerous IIlneſs, he 
every Day ventures to the Temple, and performs 
the M;//eries of their Law for her Soul. The whole 
Court and City is in Mourning for this great Queen, 
and general Murmurings and Complaints are raiſed 
againſt the Cardinal on this Occafion; eſpecially a- 
mong the Common People, who are ſo far from 
entertaining a better Opinion of him, for his daily 
Appearance at the Altar on Behalf of the ©ucen's 
Soul, that they elteem it but an officious Hypocriſy, 
a Medley of Prieſt-Craft and State-Artifice. 

Here is a Report about the City, that the Queen's 
- Ghoſt appeared to the Cardinal, as ſoon as ſhe was 

dead, Leerely reproaching him with his Ambition 
and Ingratitude, and telling him that tho' he was 
laying the Foundation of an Immortal Project, yet 
he ſhould never live to ſee it thrive ;. but warned 
him to prepare for Judgment, for that he ſhould not 
ſee ancther Year in Mortal State ; upon which, they 
ay, he immediately fickned. And here are Prophe- 
cies Privately ſcattered about, foretelling his Death in 
a ſhort Time. This is certain, he labours under an 
unaccountable Diſtemper, his Body ſtrangly waſting, 
as if it would evaporate it ſelf into Air; for, he 
ſeems to be in a manner dried up. : A: 

My Duty and Devoir to thee, Sage Miniſter, would 
not let me be at Reſt, till I had prevented the Pofts, 
by giving thee a more timely Account of theſe Oc- 
currences, by a Merchant for whom his Veſſe] waits 
at Marſeilles. To morrow he takes his Leave of 
Paris, and once aboard he makes directly for Con- 
antinople, whither he will bring the firſt News cf 
the Death of one of the greateſt Queens upon Earth 
in whoſe Royal Veins ran the Blood of the Emperors, 
Ferdinand and Charles V. She was married to Henry 
the Great; and, ' beſides her Son now reigning in 
France, ſhe matched her Daughters to the two Po- 
tent Monarchs of England and Sper. - * | 
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The molt High and Omnipotent, ſole Monarch 
of Heaven and Earth, reward thy Services and Ft 
delity to our Invincible Sultan, with the ſupreme. 
Joys of Paradiſe. 


Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


— 


EN I. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign of the 
True and Undefiled Faith. 


Ermit me to enter into thy Preſence, and w th- 

draw thy raviſh'd Eyes awhile frem the Con- 
ten plation of ſublimeſt Objects, to caſt them on a 
Spectacle of Mortality. It is the great and Re- 
nowned Mary de Medicis, Qucen-Motber of France, 
who lies now dead at Cologne. 

T will not trouble thee with Impertinencies ; but 
becauſe I know that various Reports will reach thy 
Ears concerning the Cardinal of Richlien his being 
Inſtrumental to her Death, by driving her to ſuch a 
height of Indignation, as was the Cauſe of her Vo- 
luntary Exile and Wandring from France, and from 
one Country to another; I will here inſert a Leiter 
from the faid Cardinal to her Majefly, wherein he 
vindicates himſelf, and diſcovers- (it not his Inte- 
grity, yet) the beſt Counterfeit of \that Virtue, that 
[ have ſeen any where penn'd It was written to her 
when ſhe was in Holland, and runs thus. 


MADAM, 


Cannot but efleem it the greateſt Infilicity that ever 
befel me, that my Enemies have prevailed ſo far, 


. o draw upon me your Majeſty's Diſplaaſure. That 
125 | B 
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they have by all the Arts of Malice, faſined the public 
Odium en me, is a great Unhappineſs ; but, this is the 
DN after-girce of their Enmity, to render me ſuſpefed by 
you { could pardon their frequent Attempts upon my 

Life, by private Conſpiracies and Afſaſſinations, thaugh 
Human Nature recoils at thoſe auho are our Murderers ; 
but to deprive me of that, without which Life it ſelf is 


a Buren to me, 1 mean your Royal Fawour, tranſports 


me bevond my ſelf 3 and, I beg, that it may paſs for an 
Excuſe of ti Pieſumption. I could caſfily have paſſed 
over in Silence all their barbarous Plots againſti me! 1 
could cafily lau- parted with my Lift, and all theſe Ho- 
murs and Digmties with which it has been bleſi'd. But, 
to rb me of your Ejteem, hich firſt raiſed me to this En- 
wied Greatneſs, and which I value mare than all the 
Gand urs of the Earth, breaks the Bars which awd 
my Tongue and Pen, and makes me bold to throw my 
elf at your Royal Feet. wwith All that I have; for, I re- 
ceived All from your Princely Hands, Deal as you pleaſe, 
Madam, with jour own Creature, I cannot murmur at 
your Proceedings. But, Madam, let your Native Piety 
prompt you to faxuur the Purple of the Church, with 
which your Bounty has inwriſicd me; let it not boſe iti 
preper Luftre and Efleem, lecauſe the Enemies of the 
Church and State have caf? ſucb Dirt upon it. 1 itgeſ- 
fible that a ian the moſt obliged of WI his Race, ui 


become the only Pattern of the baſiſt Ingratiiude ? Be- 


ſides the Ties of Conſcience, aud the Natural Force of 
Ingination, my Iutereſi chains me to jour Sera ice; tow 


can I then withdraw my ſelf from it, and not proclaim” 


my ſelf at ance a Traytor to the beſt of Queens, aud the 
= unaccountabls of Fools to my ſelf # 

This Confideration, Madam, being avell weigh is e- 

nough to atquit me of all Guillineſi before your Majeſty. 
hut if it be my Deſtiny to be condemred unheard, I 
Fall not appeal from your Royal Sentence, fince I owe a 
perfet Refarnation to your Will. I may complain to Hea- 
Ven * my Mi fortune, but I will not expoflulate with my 
Sovereign 


n 
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Sovereign Patroneſs, nor make the leaft Oppoſition a- 
gainſt the Courſe of 2 Anger, not even by carrying my 
Fortune to Rome. For, awhereſoever I go, all my Study 
ſoall be to recovir your Majelly's Favour, if it be not a 
Crime. And if ever I obtain that Happineſs, 1 ſhall not 
care ewhither I go tho" it, be out of the Worldit ſelf; be- 
cauſe I die hourly, while your Majeſty fuſpefts that 1 
am not what I ever wwas, and ſtill continue to be, 
MADAM, 
Your Majeſty's 
Moſt Humble, moſt Faithful, 
And moit Obedient Servant, 
Armand, Card. of Rich. 


I ſend thee this Tranſcript of the Cardinals Apo- 
logy, that thou comparing it with what befel after- 
wards may'ſt give a Judgment, whether this great 
Miniſter deſe:y'd the Ceatures that were paſs'd upon 
him. For, he falling ſick the ſame Day the Qgeen 
Mither died, People iaid it was a Judgment on bim, 
and that her Ghoſt appeared to him, as thou wilt 
more at large inform thy ſelf by the Letters I ſent 
to the Kaimacham. But, cthers are of Opinion, that 
his preſent Illneſs proceeds from Grief of Mind for 
the Queens Death, eſpecially in that ſhe died before 
he w.s reconciled to her Majefly: And they plead 
iv Defence of his Innocence, thus duly Zeal in laying 
Maj; for her departed Soul, and that at a Time wien 
he has more need to Keep his Bed, than go to 
Church. I his I have heard diicoucſed, even by ſome 
who bare no g od Will to the Cardinal, yet now be- 
gin to relent towards him, ſeeing the very Linea- 
men's of Sorrow in his dracping Looks, and tracing 
the Footſteps of a profound. Grief'in his mareratcd 


Body. ence they take Nie ſures of his real Inno- 


cence and Fidelity towaids that Great Au,. I will 
not interpoſe my particular Opinion on either Sid, 
but tand neuter among theſe contehng Infidels, 111 
my 
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my Inclination and Regard would rather ſway me to 
the CardiraP s Side. But, I leave the Determination 
of this Matter to thee, who art the Oracle of Wiſdom, 
from whoſe Sentence there can be no Appeal. 
In the mean while, the Body of the deceaſed Qucen 
lies as ] have faid, at Cologne, where ſhe ſpent her laſt 
Days in a Religious Convent; a Practice not ſs com- 
mon now-a days, as it has been formerly among 
Crowned Heads, And thole who thus deſcended vo- 
luntarily, from the Height of Human Glory, to the 
Auſterities of a devout Liſe, have commonly been 
canonized for Saints, Nor do the Creatures of this 
Queen ſpare to whiſper about, that ſuch an Honour 
were but a condign Reward to her extraordinary Me- 
rits, being already caronized in the Eſteem of the bi- 
gotted Vulgar, while her Body is yet above Ground. 
The Royal Carcaſe will be brought and interr'd in 
the Temple of St, Dennis, about three Leagues 
from this City. This is eſteemed the Richeſt Church 
in Fraxce, being a Repoſitory of ineftimable Jewels, 
Gold zd Silver, belonging to the Relicks of their 
Saints, Here alſo generally is lodg'd the Duſt of all 
the Royal Blood of France. The Saint to whom this 
Church is dedicated, is eſteemed the Patron of this 
Kingdom; for according to their Doctrine, the 
Saints have the Patronage of certain Kingdoms, 
Provinces and Cities, committed to them by God, and 
therefore they addreſs themſelves to them, and to 
the Guardian Angels both in Publick and Private. 
Every one alſo, has his peculiar Patron-Saint and Guar- 
dian Angel aſſigned him at his own Choice. It 
But if thele Chriftian Saints are ſet over ſuch 
Places and People as they favour'd particularly in their 
Life-time, then one would think, when this Great 
recen is canonized and inſtated in her Sainthy Govern- 


ment, the Hugonots here may claim her Patronage, in 
that ſhe ſhewed much Kindneſs and Friendſhip to 


them while ſhe was alive. | 
| | Pardon, 
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Pardon, Great Oracle of Truth, the Length of this 
Epilile z and excaſe my Preſumption, in deſcanting 
on Matters of Religion, which belong to thee to de- 
termine. I kiſs the Hem of thy ſacred Veſt, in pro- 
found Humility. Vouchſaſe to pray for thy faithful 
Slave Mahmut. 


Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon. 
of the Year 1642. 


LET TEN VI. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


T is now paſt Midnight, and being called out of 

my Bed by the People of the Houſe where I 
lodge, I knew not how to beſtow my Time better, 
than in giving thee an Account of this Occurrence. 

Here is now fo violent a "Tempeſt of Thunder, 
Lightning and Rain, that the whole Hemiſphere 
ſeems to be on Fire ; and the Superſtiticus are over- 
whelmed with Panick Fears, concluding this Storm 
will uſher in the Day of Judgment. It has conti- 
nued theſe two Hours; and they tell me, that no 
leſs than twenty Houſes are burnt to Aſhes already, I 
had ſcarce taken my Pen from the laſt Word, when a 
Flaſh of Lightning dyed all the Papers and Books, 
on the Table whereon I now write, as black as Soot ; 
whereof this ſcorch'd Paper may be a Teſtimonial, 
which I ſend encloſed Obferve but the Colour and 


Smell, and thou wilt ſay, Tis ſtamped with the 


Mark of the Thunderer. Tis that whereon I had 
begun to write to thee ; but, this thirfly Fire, at a 
Moment, lick'd up all the Ink, ſo that the Impreſſion 
is wholly effacd 

The Reaſon of their calling me out of my Bed 
was to go to Prayers with them, according to the 
| Cuſtom 


1 — 


— — 
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Cuſtom of theſe [yfidels, who in Time ef Thunder 


light certain conſecrated Candles, and fall en their 
Knees round about them, imagining, that whilſt 


they are within the Room where thele Candles 1K 
+ 


the Thunder cannot hurt them. 1 excuſed my ſe 


from keeping them Company, by telling them, 1 


had a Hallogbed Candle in my Chamber, which I 


would light, and ſay my Prayers there They were 


ſati fied with this Anſwer, and ſprinkling me with 
Holy Water, to bleſs me from the Danger imp ending, 
I retired. _+ / E | 

There is a private Stair-Caſe in my Chamber, 
which leads to a Terras on the tap of the Houſe, My 
Curioſity carried me thither, where methought I 
bebeld Nature in her Frolicks and Rants. The 
greatelt Part of the Sky was clear and ſerene, and 
innumerable Stars appe red; but, round the Brims 
of the Horizon, a growing Bulk of Clouds encom- 


paſſed the Earth, ſpouting forth Cataracts of Fire from 


op; ofite Parts. One would hase thcught they were 
impregnated with Bombs and Carcaſſes, and that 
ſome Armies were imbattelPd in the Air. 

After this, as it theſe had been the Heralds of the 
lat and ſterceſt Combat, the Clouds drew up into 
a Point, and mingling with each other, ſhot forth 
ſuch Showers of Fire as made the World look like 
a Furnace. For my Part, I had not Courage enough 
to nend lot ger in the open Air, but came down to 
my Ci.ainber, aud falling proſtrate on the Ground, 
mccmmended my ſelf to the Great Creator of all 
Wings, Lord of Nature, and Sovereign Diſpoſer of the 
Lives of Men. | | 
Neither do | think my felf. ſuperſlitious in this, any 
more than I ſhould be, in humbling amy felf in the 
Duſt, bef re the Terrible Ibrahim, when he is out 
of len. er. 

Methiuks, Nature ſeems to be in a Chc'e ck Fit, 
when it 1 hunders; and, 'tis neither good Manners 
nor 


5 7097 hf ; 


TT "I 
AY * 


8 


ws. 


* * * 
” = _—_ 25 . 
wor PET Ws EE at 4 
i r 1 9 7 ö 
13 4 2 . - « ”_ , : 
f 0 9 W "Tos 9 
* HI 25 1 6 * b E F . * 5 * 3 
OY D n . . * + > « „ W 


Vol. II. 4 Ser at PART. T5 


nor Policy, to draw her Fury on our Heads by da- 
ring Carriage. | 

Oar Holy Law, which preſcribes Prayer to us at 
the firſt Appearance of the Sun and Moon, ſeems to 
intimate, that on any Emergency which gives us a 
peculiar Occaſion to contemplite an Omnipotent 
Poxver, we ought to fall down and adore the High 
and Eternal One. | 

I am almoſt deaf with the Bells, which are rung in 
every Church of this City on this Account. It —_ 
the Opinion of the Nazarenes, that this Noiſe wi 
chiſe away the Tempeſt, with all evi] Spirits that 
infeit the Air. And this Opinion is grounded on 
the Ceremonies which are uſed at the Conſecration 
of their Betts. For, the Biſhop, or, in his Ab ence, 
the Prieſt, hallous them with a kind of Baptiſm, and 
a Form of Prayer; wherein, among other Petitions, 
they defire of God, to endue them with a Virtue to 
reli% the Devils, | 

I am no Friend to Swuperſiition, neicher do I give 
much Credit to Charms ; yet I cannot deny, but the 
ringing ſach a vaft number of Bells, mutt needs cauſe 
a vivlent Concuſſion of the Air, even to the diſperſing 
of the Clouds, and producing a Calm. And Experi- 
ence ſſures us that this is the common Effect of a 
Bittel, which if ic happen in Tempeſtuous Weather, 
yet the Diicharge of many theuſand great and imall 
Shot, has quieted the Storm, and huſl'd tne Ele- 
ments into a very ſerere Condition. 

ho go thi: Noiſe of Bells be very troub'elome, in 
a lime when People ſhould take their Kep e, vet 
here we are uſed to it in a leis Degree, every Night 
thiwghout the Year, 

For, the Chri//ians Law requires the Derwiſes to 
Tile at Midnight, to ſay their Prayers in their Chap- 
peis: And, tome are ſe deiout and regular, as to 
make this their conhant Cuſtom ; ſo that as ſoon as 
the Clocks have ſtruck Tzvelve, the ſmall Bells in 


ſome 
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ſome Convents begin to jangle. About fo or three 
Hours afterwards, other vclig ions Houſes ring their 
Bells, and ſo continue at certain Hours, Day and 
Night all the Year long. 

'The Storm is now quite blown over, the Clouds 
diſpers'd, and all Things huſh and quiet. 

He that brings forth Light out of Darkneſs, and 


converts the errors and Sadneſs of the Night, into 


the chearful Joys of a fair and propitious Morning, 
have thee in his keeping, and perpetuate our Friend 
A 


Paris, 24th of the yth Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETT.E.R VIL 
To the ſame. 


Here hves a Derviſe in this City, with whom 
I often converſe with the ſame Freedom as I do 
with thee ; and, it is no ſma!l Alleviation of my Me- 
lancholy, to vent my Thoughts to one of an agreeable 
Spirit. | 
le is a Religious of Mount Carmel; a Man of ſin- 
gukir Piety and Virtue: and, were he not fo zealous a 
Patron of the Chriſtian Superſtitions and Idolatry, I 
ſhould eſteem him a Saint. 


I have often attempted to wean him by Degrees, 


from the Errors which he imbib'd with his Mother's 
Milk, and which ſeem to be rooted in him through 
the Influences of his Education. 


Sometimes I F my a Battery of Arguments againſt 


Images and Pictures; but, I can neither beat them 
down from the Poſts they are allotted in his Oratory, 


nor am 1 able to demoliſh the Chapels which he 


vet 


has built for their as in his own Breaſt. 
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Vet, after a long and cloſe Siege, I have reduced 
him to Terms of Compoſition. In the firſt Place, he 
has ſurrendred up a Picture which hung in his Clos 
ſet, in Form of a very ancient Man with hoary Hairs, 
deſigned by the Painter, to repreſent the Perſon of 
God, He yields, that it is not lawful to make any 
Reſemblance of the invifib/e Divinity. - Next, he 
allows, that it is not lawful to bow, or ſhew any 
other external Reſpect to the Pictures and Images of 
Feſus, Mary, and the reſt of the Saints, but only 
to uſe them as hiſtorical Remembrancers of thoſe ho- 
ly Perſons, and asn atural Helps and Spurs to De- 
votion and Virtue, 

| tell thee, my Friend Oglou, on theſe Capitula. 
tions | could not but raiſe the Siege, add yield him 
the. Uſe of Pictures thus far a blameleſs Practice. For, 
it ſeems to me unreaſonable to debar thoſe who be 
lieve the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, the Privilege to read 
it in what Language they pleaſe, whether this of Ima» 
ges and Pictures, or that of Letters. VT 26D 

Letters are but the Images of ſuch and ſuch arti- 
culate Sounds, by which we expreſs our inward Con- 
ception of Things: But, Images and Pictures are the 
lively immediate Characters of the Things them- 
ſelves, and it ſeems as eaſy to me, to look on a 
Picture or Image without the Danger of [dolatry, 
as 'tis to read a Chapter in the Alcoran without ado- 
ring the Letters that compoſe it. Was not the Ta- 
bernacle of Mz/es adurned with Images of Cheru- 
bims ? Was. not the Temple of Solomon deck'd in the 
ſame manner? If the Preſence of Images in Tem- 
ple be a Prophanation, why. for. ſo many Ages have 
our Venerable Mufti's ſuffered the two Seraphims to 
remain under the Cupola of the Moſque of Sandta So- 
phia in Conflantinople * Why do they not deface the 
Picture of Mary the Mother of Fe/us, the two Images 
of Angels, with other Pieces of Sculpture and 
Painting in the {ame Place? Are the Devotions of a 

8 : Myfulman 
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Muſſulman in this ſacred Temple tainted with Idola- 
try, becauſe he prays before theſe Images ? 

- Let me unbolom my Thoughts to thee with Free- 
dom: Images and Pictures are no Bug-bears to me; 
I can uſe them as Inſtruments of Devotion, in the 
ſame manner as I do Books. Vet every one cannot 
do this without Danger of Idolatry ; neither is a 
publick Toleration of Images and Pictures in Temples 
to be approved, For, tho ſome Men may look on 
them without Hurt, yet "tis hard for the Genera. 
lity to avoid - fall ng into a culpable Reverence. 
For, while the Bye is drinking. in the fair Idea, the 
Soul is apt to loſe her Force, and fall into Admira- 
tion of the Carver's or the Painter's Art, adoring 
the elegart Symmetiy oſ a beautiful Picture or Image, 
inſtead of the original and. increated Beauty, the M- 
Jeftly which has no Reſemblance. : 
Therefore wiſely has our holy Law provided againſt © 
this Inconvenience, by diſcouraging Imagery through- | 
out the ſacred Empire of the M. ulmans. | 
He whoſe Habitation is in the myſterious and in- 
acceſſible Height. of an eternal Recef, whoſe Glory | © 
is beyond all Figure and Expreſſion, augment thy * 
Virtues, which are the trueſt Images of the divine 
18; Nature. | i 

| Paris, 24th ef the 7th Moon, 
ile Tear 1642. 


LE T T ER IX. 
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To the Kaimacham, 
W HE preſent War between France and Spain © 
however begun, ſeems to be carried on by a2 
it Frinciple of Honour, rather than of Enmity. Theſe 
two Nations are perfect Autipodes to each other in 
their Humours ; yet this Averſion between them, is 
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diſcovered more in Peace than in War, The Queſt 
of Glory has invited many brave Men on both Sides 
into the Field; and the Heroes ſtrive to conquer each 
other, by Civilities rather than by Arms. | 

Eatalmia and Roufhlion, were the Stages of this 
War, in the beginning of the Year ; where the Ma- 
reſchal de Brexe, and the Sieur de la Mothe-Houdan- 
caurt, combated with all the Hardſhips of the Win- 
ter, as well as with valiant Enemies. The Rigour of 
the Seaſon did not cool the Courage of theſe Generals, 
nor divert their Reſ«/ution from taking the Field. 
All the Country appeared like a frozen Lake, and 
there was no Place for them to encamp, but in deep 
S;.0ws or Ice: Yet, for all theſe Diſcouragements, 
the Mareſchal de Brexe block'd up Per pignan, a 
Town great Strength in Rovfilion, whilſt the 
Jieur de la Mothe kept the Arragorians in Play, and 
baffled the Enterprizes of the Caſtilians, having gi- 
ven them two ſignal Defeats. | 

Theſe ſucceſsful Actions of the French Generali, in- 
vited the King their Maſter to give them a Viſit, 
being very defirous to take Perpignan, and ſettle the 
Aflairs of Catalonia. He therefore ſends another 
Army under the Command of the Mareſchal de la 
M:feraze, which he ſoon followed in Perſon. 

There was now a generous Envy raiſed between fa 
many great Commanders, every one ſtriving to ad- 
vance himſelf in the King's Elteem by his Services. 
And the particular Merits of the Sieur de la Methe, 
crew a favourable Eye on him The King made him 
Mareſchal de France, the Staff, which is the Badge 
of hs Office, being preſented to him by the Mare 
chal of Breze at Barcelona, to the general Satisſaction 
and Joy as well of the Catalonians as the French. 

1 his Honour was, conferred on him, preſently af. 
ter the great Victory obtained over the Span; Forces 
at Ville Franca in Catalonia. 

In the mean while, the Mare/cbal de Moſteraye 

N | | invelted 
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inveſted the ftrong Caftle of Calioubre, which was 
ſurrendred to him upon henourable Terms. by the 
| Marquis of Mortare, General of the Spaniſh Horſe 
in Rouffilion, and Governor of that Caſtle, 5 

The King fluſh'd with Conqueſts and Succeſſes, 
would not Paſſer his Army to lie idle, but in good 
earneſt laid cloſe Siege to Perpignan, | 

Yet ſuch was the Generofity of this Prince, that 
before he tried the Force of his Cannon, he ordered 
the Mare/chal de Maſſeraye, to ſend a Herald to the 
Marquis de Flores, Governor of the Town, to put 
him in Mind of the great Streights the Befieged were 
in for want of Proviſions, of which his Majeſty was 
not ignorant ; and, that there was no Hopes of Relief 
from the Marguis de Povar, General of the Spaniſb 
Forces in Arracon, there being left alive but a few 
Companies of all his Army, after the great Defeat 
which was given them near Ville Franche. 

He offered the Governor all fair and good Uſage, 
if he would ſurrerder before Things came to Extre- 
mities ; and, to convince him of the entire Loſs of 
the Spaniſh Army (to which he truſted) he pro- 
miſed ſafe Conduct to any Officer of the Garriſon as 
far as Terragone, where lay all the little Remnant of 
the Arragonian Army, that ſo he might inform and 
aſſure himſelf of the bad Condition the Spaniſb At. 
fairs. were in. 

This Favour was received with much Civility by 
the Marquis de Povar, who returned humble Thanks 
to the King for ſo generous 'a Conde ſcenſion, aſſuring 
him withal, that the Garriſon was not reduced te 
_ thoſe Streights, as was pretended, but thit he never- 
theleſs accepted his Majeſty's ſafe Conduct to a Meſ- 
ſerger; ir treating him, that he would permit him to 

o to Mad id, that ſo the King of Spain might have 
dvice of his Circumftances. | 

Thou wilt confeſs, illuſtrious Kaimacham, that it 
was a great Magnanimity of Spirit in the King, 

N to 


r 


Vol. II. a Spy at Paris. 21 
to grant this Requeſt to an Enemy, who might be 
ſuſpected to dehign no more in it than to ain lime. 
Yet he ſent the Meſlenger back again, with full AC 
ſurance of his Royal Leave. 

Whilſt this was in Agitation, many other Civilities 
paſ'd between the French and the Beſieged Many 
Priſoners of Note were exqhan;ed, and all Things 
ſeem'd to ſpeak a fair Unferiianding between both 
parties; When, on a fſ{uditen, the Cannon of the 
Town played furiouſly on the King's Quarters, and 
at the ſame Time the Beſieged made a vigorous Sally, 
attacking a Redoubt which the Mareſchal de M. ſeraye 
had rated. £ 

This Contempt of the King's Favour raiſed his 
Choler, and animated the Soldiers with a Deſire of 
Revenge. All ran to their Arms, and quickly beat 
back the Beſieged Thus was the Face of Affairs 
ſuddenly chang'd in the Camp. It was too late now, 
for the Governour to expect the Courtely he before 
abuſed. However, he ſent two Deputies again, to 
know if the King's Reſolution continued to grant 
Leave to ſend to Madrid, Cor they had not as yet lent.) 

The Mareſchal de Mefleraye tent back the Depnties 
with this Anſwer, That if they did not engage to ſur- 
reader by a prefixed Day, and give two Hoſtages for 
Security of their Ferformance, the King would not 
grant their Requelt. 

This put the Befirged upon deſperate Reſolutions; 
they made frequent Sallie, and all Things tended to 
Extremity, x 

Whiltt Matters were in this Poſture, the King, by 
the Advice of his Phy ficians, withdrew from the 
Camp to take the Water of Maine, for hi: Health, 
This was in the laſt Mien, and Perpignan holds out 
till. a | 
IJ have been the more particular in relating. this 
Liege, in regard it is he chiel Subjec of Diſcourſe 
ano g luch as are deſitcus of News, which is the 
Readon 
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Reaſon alſo, that I begin this Letter with a Relation of 
what has been tranſadted in Catalonia ever fince the Be- 


ginning of this Year. that thou may ſt be able to form a 
regular Idea of this preſent War between France and 
Fain: I will continually ſend thee an Account of the 
Progreſs the French make in Catalonia. | 

\ Ged avgment thy Honours, and prolong thy Days 
to ſee the Sons of thy Grand-Children. 


Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


_—_— —— 


LETTER LE 


To Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
State, | 


1 Should be onfaith'ul to my Truſt, and merit a 

Bow-itrinz, ſhould I conceal from thee any I hing 
which .refletts upon the Honour of the Sacred Empire, 
and the Law bicught down from Heaven by the Angel 
Gabriel . 

Thou knoweſt, that it is the Cuſtom of the Chr iſti- 
art, to make Pilgrimages from all Farts of the World 
to Je ujalem, and otl. er Places in the Holy Land; even 
as the ait fu ' Muſſulmen do to Mecha and Maui na 
Talnabi in Arabia, where is the Sepulchre of our Holy 
Prophet. | 
| Here are two Noblemen of the firſt Rank and 
Qrality at Court, who out of Devotion to theit 
Miffas, went to viſit his ſuppoled Sepuichre ; and, 
in their Travels, paſſed through part of Egypt. But 
when they arrived at a Place called Salbia, bordering 
on the Srony Arabia, they were made a Prey to the 
Sub bore of that Place; who, underſtanding from 
the Captain of the Caravan, that theſe two were 3 
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the Franks he had with him, and that they were Men 
of Money, he exacted from them twenty Dollars a- 
piece for their Heads, contrary to all Law, Juſtice, 
or Precedent ; which they refuſing to pay (as in- 
deed it was unreaſonable) the covetous old Sub- 
baſſee commits them to Priſon, commanding them to 
receive an hundred Baffinadbes a- piece on the Feet, 
thinking by this Means to frighten them to a Com- 
pliance with his Extortion. t they would not pay 
the Money, chuſing rather to ſufter, than encourage 
ſuch Oppreſſion in corrupt Officers. In the mean 
time, the Caravan departs, leaving theſe impriſoned 
Lords to the Mercy of the Sub-baſſte : who finding 
them inflexible, cauſed his Commandments to be 
pat in Execution, and not content with this, orders 
his Slaves to beat them out of Town. 

The pecr Lords knew not what to do under this 
Mi fortune: for they were fo fore with the Blows 
they had received on their tender Feet, that they 
were incapable of travelling a-Foot. But, with Mo- 
ney they prevailed on the Slaves to direct them how 
they might procure Camels, with a Guide. This done, 
they overto-k the Caravan at Gaza, and ſo fimſhed 
their Pilgrimage. They are now a the Court here, 
and have made known the Baſineſ to the King, who, 
'tis ſaid, has diſpatched an Expreſs to his A.nbaſſ:dor 
at Conſtantinople, to demand Juitice on the aforeiaid 
Sub-baſſee.; Kh eatnins, chat if it be denied, he will 
cover the Ocean with Ships, and raze the Pal ce of 
the &u/:an to the Ground For theſe two Nob/emtn 
are nearly allied to the Royal Family. ; 
T know thou wilt detpiſe the bold Brawado of 
this King, and ſo do I, being aſſured, that the in- 


wincible Sultan can ſet his Foot on the Necks of for- + 


ty ſuch Petty Kings as this. Yet, let us be the Advo- 
cates of Juſtice, by which the refulgent Empire of 


the 'Mufulmen was firſt eftabliſhed. Should ſuch a 


Villany as this go wnpunithed, it would encourage 
others 
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others in like Caſes, and then there would be nothing 
but Extortion, and cruel Inſolence practiſed by Go- 
vernors of Towns and Cities on the Road. So bar. 
barous and inhoſpitable Uſage, would provoke all the 
Prirces of the Chriftian Law, to take up Arms againſt 
us. Thus would the moſt glorious Empire in the 
World, become a prey to [rfidels. 

I know this would be miſrepreſented, were it to 
come to other Hands than thine. "They would fay 
of me openly, what they have already whiſpered in 
the Cabals of the Seraglio, That Mahmut is in Penficn $ 
avith the French King. They ſeek my Life without 5 
a Cauſe. But I truſt it to thy generous and right ' 7 
noble Hands, of whoſe Friendſhip I have had ſo late 
Experience. 9 

May the i Mover of the heavenly Orbs, lead > 

. thee as by a Clue of Thread, through. the dark Lab: 
rinth of State-Afairs, and bring thee, after a lon Y 
and happy Life, to the Fields of endleſs Light, Amen! 
thou Lord of Paradiſe. f 


Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, = 
of the Year 1642. | =_ 
3 | | I > 


LETTER: XI. : 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna, o 


Know thee not, and 'tis probable, thou art as % 

I little accutinted with me: Yet, I have often ob- 5 

- ſerved more durable Friendſhips contracted between 5 
Strangers, than betwixt thoſe of the fame Blood. 
Good Offices equally —_— and attract Love. 
There are many Opportunities ſor Travellers to ſerve 
one another. And, he that obliges me in a ſtrange 

Country, makes himſelf my Brother 

1 received a Diſpatch from the Reis Effendi at Con- 
Aantinefle 
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flantinople, informing me of the Death of Carcoa, 
one of the Happy Slaves of him whom God has or- 
dained to diſpenie Felicities to the World: I mean, 
the Grand Signior, Pofſefſor of the moſt exalted Throne 
on Earth. e tells me likewiſe, that I muſt expect 
ſrom thee the Continuance of Carcoa's Office. I con- 
gratulate thy Honour, in that thou art thought wor. 
thy to ſerve the great Viceroy of the Lord of the Uni- 
werſe, to whom is committed the flaming Sword of 
Juſtice, that he may reward Virtue, puniſh Vice, and 
reſorm the corrupt Manners of all Mankind. 

I am a Maſulman, that is, reſign'd to God, or elſe 
it would have raiſed ſome Thougitfulneſs in a Man 
of my Circumſtances, what ſhould be the Reaſon of 
Carcoa's ſo Jong Silence, nct having received any 
Anſwer theſe four Mens, to the many Letters I ſent 
him. He was entruſted with the Secrets of my 
Commiſſion, and had another been in my Place, he 
would have ſuſpected Treachery. hon ales 

Well, he is gone! gone to the Inviſible Regi- 
ons, to the Receptacles of Juſt and Faithful Men, to 
the pleaſant Woods and Groves, the Eternal Bloom 
ing Shades and Verdant Fields of Paradiſe. Follow 
his Steps, and be happy. | 

He was a Man true to his Truſt, ſedulous and 
active in Buſineſs; punctual in his Appointments ; 
temperate in a Town flowing with Debaucheries ; 
juſt toward all Men, and devout to Ged. 

It is neceſſary for him that would attain theſe Vir- 
tues, to begin gradually at the loweſt Step; to guard 
his Senſes, and ſet a Watch upon the Avenues of his 
Paſſions. For a Man becomes neither perfectly Vir- 
tuous nor Vicious all at once: And a wiſe Man of 
thy own Nation, Fe/us Ben Sirach hath ſaid. He that 
condemns dittle Things , ſhall fall by litthe and litthe. 

I defire to ſend me Carcoa's Journal, with 
what other Papers he left behind him, except ſuch as 
concern his particular _— and Affairs. 1 

t 


Jia Raphim's Travels, a 


bag. 
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Let me know alſo, how the late Deſign of the 
Turks upon Rab, is reſented at the German Court ; 
whether the Emperor talks of ſending an Ambaſſador 
to the Sultan about it? And, whatſoever alto of 
Moment occurs. | 

The Rei; Effendi tells me, that Bechir Baſſa, the 
Treafurer, has ordered me five hundred Zechins, by 
the way of Vienna. I deſite thou would'ſt be ſpeedy 
and careful in remitting them to Paris. 

Theu needet no Inſtructions concerning my 
Lodging, er the Name I go by here; thoſe who ap- 
Pointed thee this Station at Vienna, have inform'd 
thee, no doubt, of all Things neceſſary to the Diſ- 
charge of thy Duty. a 

Write often to me, and preſerve thy Integrity 
free from Stain. 


Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


* 


22 ——— — ——Qu © 


LETTER XIL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know thy Genius, and have obſerved with what 
Complacency- thou wert wont to peruſe thy Uncle 
urnal writ in Arabich, 
and full of profitable and wiſe Remarks; eſpecially Þ 
that Part of it which treats of France, I will not | 
pretend to add to his Obſervations ; but only ac- 
quaint' thee with a Novelty which France it {elf 
ne'er knew in his Days. TI 2 

The Women of Quality here of late, addict them- 
ſelves to the Study of. Phileſaphy, as the Menz the 
Ladies eſteeming their Education defective, if they Þ* 
cannot confute Ariffotle and his Diſciples, The Pin 
has , almoſt ſupplanted the Exercile of the Needle; 


and 
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and Ladies Cloſets, formerly the Shops of Female 
Baubles, Toys and Vanities, are now turn'd to 
Libraries and Sanctuaries of learned Books. There 
is a new Scar riſen in the French Horizon, whoſe 
Influence excites the nobler Females to this Purſuit 
of Human Science. It is the renowned Monſieur 
Des Cartes, whoſe Luſtre far out-ſhines the aged 
winking Tapers of Peripatetick Philoſophy, and has 
eciipled the Stagyrite, with all the ancient Lights 
of Greece and Rome. Tis this matchleſs Soul has 
drawn ſo many of the fairer Sex to the Schools. 
And they are more proud of the Title [Carteſian] 
and of the Capacity to defend his Principles, than 
of their Noble Birth and Blood. 

I know our Grave and Politick Mufulmer will 
cenſure the Indulgence of the French to their Wo- 
men, and accuſe them of Weakneſs, in giving ſuch 
Advantages to that witty Sex. But, notwithſtand- 
ing this Severity of the Eaſtern Parts, I eannot alto- 
gecher diſapprove the W2/tern Gallantry. If Women 
are to be elteemed our Enemies, methinks it is an 


ignoble Cowardiſe thus to diſarm them, and not al- 


low them the ſame Weapons we uſe our ſelves: But, 
il they deſerve the Title of our Friends, tis an inhu- 
man Tyranny to debar them the Privilege of Inge- 
nuous Education, which would alſo render their 
Friendſhip ſo much more delightful both to them- 
ſelves and us. Nature is ſeldom obſerved to be nig- 
gardly of her choicelt Gifts to that Sex, their Sen- 


ſes are generally as quick as ours, their Reaſon as ner- 


vous, their Judgments as mature ard ſolid. Add but 
to theſe natural Perſections, the Advantage of ac- 
quir'd Learning, what polite and charming Crea- 
tures wall they prove, - whilſt rheir external Beauty 
does the Office of a Cryſtal to the Lamp, not ſhroud- 


ing but diſcloſing their brighter Intellects? Nor 


need we fear to loſe our Empire over them by thus 
improving their native Abilities; ſince where there 
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is moſt Learning, Senſe and Knowledge, there is 
obſery'd to be the greateſt Modeſty, and Rectitude 
of Manners, I fee no Reaſon therefore, why we 
ſhould make ſuch Bugbears of Women, as not to truft 
them with as Liberal Education as our ſelves, 

I believe, thou ſometimes beiloweſt a Compaſſio- 
nate Thought on the Exil Mahmut. Would'ſt thou 
do ſomething to alleviate my Melancholy, the next 
time thou goeſt te the Atmidan, tranicribe what is 
cngraven on the Pedeflals of the Obeli;ks and Columns 
itanding there, and ſend it encloſed in a Letter, 

He that is Lord of the Eaſt and the Veſt, from 
whoſe Throne hang Millions of Stars in Chains of 
Gold, increaſe thy Virtues and Bleſſings, and pre- 
ſerve thee from the Poiſon of ill Eyes, and malici- 
ous Tongues, and bring-thee to the Fields of endleſs 
Light. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


low 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Cara Haly, a Phyſician at Conſtantinople. 


Here is a Garden in this City, ſo near reſem- 

bling that of the Inuincible Vizir Axen, on 

the Eaſt of Pera, that I cannot but fancy my ſelf 
near Canftantinople, when I am walking in it. It is 
called the King's Garden, being allotted by the Roy- 
al Bounty of the Kings of France, to the Service and 
Improvement of Students in Phet. There is a 
Yearly Stipend ſettled en an approved Phy/ician, 
to take Care, that no kind of Phyſical Plant or 
Herb be wanting in. this Roya/ Seminary. Who al- 
ſo during the whole Summer is obliged. to- read a 
Letin Lecture every Morning, on the Simples there 
| growing: 
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| 5 rowing; whilſt a great Auditory of young Stu- 
' 15. with Bocks, Pen and Ink in their Hands, 
wait on him up and down the Alleys, and write down 

his Diſcourſe. He that is now employed in this 

- Office is a very learned and ingenious Man : He 
takes great Pains to make all his young Diſciples 

perſect Herbaliſts ; for, all the way as he paſſes along 

from one Herb to another, he ſtoops down, handles 
the Simple, and explains his Verbal Deſcription 
a with his Fingers Ends; giving a molt accurate Ac- 
: ' rotint of the minuteſt Difference between ſuch as 
ſeem to be alike, and demonſtrating to the Fye, that 


L | [ thofe are two diſtin Plants, which many take to be 

- but one; tracing out their different Families, in the 

a Number, Texture, Shape or Colour of their | caves 

4 and Flowers: And, this he does with ſo graceſul an 

a Action, ſuch elegant Language, and ſo compoſed a 

Spirit, that he charms all that happen to be pre- 

ſent at his Lectures, and makes every Body in Love 

with the Botanicks, The Garden ſtands open o all 

| Gentlemen, provided they leave their Swords with 

1 — Keeper of the Gate, to prevent Quarrels and 

i | | 

I enter daily among the reſt, and when the Phy- 

fick-LeAure is over, I retire my ſelſ into one of the 

moſt pleaſant Shades in the World ; it is a Gravel 

Walk, the whole length of the Garden, on each ſide 

n- of which grow lofty Trees, planted ſo thick; and 

ON intermixing their Leaves and Branches ſo cloſely 

lf At the Top, that they compoſe a perfect natural 

18 * CUnbrella over the Walk, from one end to the other, 
y- ſo that not a Beam of the Sun can enter. And, | 
id > that which creates in me the greateſt Complacency, | 
a is, that the farther End of the Walk is not ſhut up- | 
n, by ea high Wall, as is the Cuſtom in ſome Gar- | 
or | dens; but whether you are fitting or ſtanding up- | 
al- right, it opens to you a very agreeable and large | 

a Þ >: Proſpect of the Country adjacent to Paris, which 
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affects the Eye with incredible Delight; and mine 
ſto much the more, becauſe it perfectly reſembles 
the Country lying Eaſt of Pera and | Conflantinople, 
which you ſurvey out of the Grotto's of the afore- 
ſaid moſt I lluſtrious Viæir Azem. I is when I am 
in this Walk, I imagine 1 breathe the Air of fa, 
and am within the Verge of the [rperial Seraglio, 
the Sandnary to which all the diſtre)s'd Princes in 
the World have Recourle, | 
There are in Paris above an hundred magnificent 
Palaces, and beautiful Gardens belonging to them; 
but none wherein I take ſo particular a Delight, as 
in this Royal Phy/ick Garden. Here I ſpend many 
a ſolitary Hour, and ſometimes 1 meet with Com- 
any. | | 
1 I tell thee, Dear Hag, that tho” the French are 
naturally the moſt poliſhed and refined People in the 
Wa d, yet I am many times willing to make Ex- 
cuſes and leave their Society; being by the Force 
of a powerful Inclination either drawn to this Gar- 
den, or to a famous Library ia this City, in the 
Cuſtody of certain Religious et, who at certain 
Hours of the Day, are obliged to give Attendance to 
all C-entlemen who are pleaſed to fit thete and 4tuty. 
Toward the Eve ing I viſit the Hofutals, v ich 
are the fineſt that ever I ſaw in the World, and I 
believe the beſt govern'd. There is one named 
the Hofdital of God, where Perſons of Quality them- 
ſelves, and thole of the r Rank, come every Even- 
ing, and wait on the Sick and the Wounded, doing 
all the meaneſt Offices of. inferior Servants, and 
this with abundance of Tenderneſls and Humanity. 
J have ſeen the niceſt and gayeſt Ladies of the 
Court, drefling the mett ſqualid and putrified Sores 
of wounded Men, not feeming in the leaſt to be 
difguſted at the loathſome Sight and Stench of their 
Ulcers. When one firſt enters the Place, one would 
imagine it to be a Chamber of young * it 
. 5 ing 


1 * 1 + * * 44 * 
— 3 * 


e Nec EE IRE 


K * _— ? * 
. . I» wo EE * 2 
# . 
: s 
Jools F N . 1 . 
4 e 4 E - Ko D 


Vol. II. 4 Sev at Pazrs. 31 


being a very long and wide Gallery, with Rows of 
Beds on both ſides, wherein the Sick are diſpoſed ac- 
cording to the Order of their coming, or the Nature 
of their Diſeaſe. The Curtains of the Beds are all of 


are white Linen, prettily wrought here and there with. 


lowers of Needle-work. Their Sheets as white as 
the Curtains; and by each Bed ſtands a Baſon of clean 
Water, and a fine Towel lying by it. At the farther 
End of the Gallery, ſtands an Altar railed in, where 
the Priefts perform their Religioos Myſteries. for the 
Sick. In fine, all Things in this Place ſpeak an ex- 
quiſite Decorum and Order, with a generous Regard to 
the Health and Life of Man. Three of theſe Galle- 
ries make up the whole Hoſpital, and it is as pleaſant 
to me ſometimes to walk up down in them, as in a 
beautiful Garden. 

Certain!y, - if any Argument could be of Force 
to recommend Sickneſs as a deſirable Thing, it muſt 


be taken from the Circamſtances of this Hofpita', or, 
an Equivalent Ground. I, for my own Part, have 


often thought, that Death itſelf would not be ſor mida- 
ble amidſt ſo many Ornaments, Sweets and Comforts, 
If this Publick and Charitable Regard to the Sick, be 
in Effe& of their Religion, I cannot be ſo partial to 
deny it a due Acknowledgment, but mult own, that 
Heroick Virtue and Piety is to be found in an eminent 
Degree, even among the very Infid:/s. | 

Thou wilt pardon me for detaining thee ſo. long 
in the 'Theatse of the Sick and Wounded, and pre, 
ſenting thee with the Tragical Scenes of Mortality; 
fince it is thy proper Profeſſion to converſe with the 
Infirmities, Diſeaſes and Dolours of Human Bodies, 
_ — be frequently preſent in the Anti-Chambers 
0 1 


Suffer me to preſs thee to an Integr 
tinual Love and Friendſhip between us. Let not 
Miſtakes or Miſapprehenſions cool this generous Af- 

| C4 ſecdion 
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ſection. It is Picy, that either the ſpightful Miſ- 
repreſentations of infinuating Back-biters, or our 
own groundleſs Jealouſies, and Suſpicions, ſhould 
diſſolve the Union of Faithful and Loving Friends. 
I had rather ſuffer a thouſand ſmall Injuries, which 
I know muſt proceed from Frailty, and Human 
Neceſſity, than not continue to love where I have 
once pitch'd my true Affection. Nothing but ap- 
parent wilful Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, ought 
to break the ſacred and inviolable Band of Friend- 
ſhip. Fidelity and Love cover a Multitude of leſſer 
Faults. He that breaks with his Friend for ſmall 
Errors, diſcovers the Raſhneſs and Inconſtancy of 
his Mind, and that his Friendſhip was never well 
grounded, For, had he been a wiſe man, he would 
either have been more ſlow and cautious in the 
Choice of his Friend ; or having once contracted 
Friendſhip, he would not break it again for a leſs 
Crime than manifeſt Diſloyalty. But thou, who 
haſt ever purſued me with all the Offices of a gene- 
rous and faithful Friend ; bearing with my many In- 
firmities and Failings, doſt not . this Cenſure. 
Yet, confidering the Inſtability of all Human Af- 
fairs, I could not forbear putting thee in Mind of 
theſe Things ; left, through the Malice of Fortune, 
or the Envy of Men, or any other Caufe, thou 
Mould'ſt withdraw thy Affection from me, which 
I value above all Temporal Bleſſings. For, beſides 
the many Favours I have received at thy Hands, 
whereby I am obliged in Honour and Gratitude to 
Jove thee perpetually ; a Spark of Natural, or ra- 
ther of Divine” Affection. was kindled in my Breaſt, 
from the firſt Time J converſed with thee; whether 
it proceeds from Agreeableneſs and Harmony of 
Spirits, or ſome other ſecret Operation, I know not. 
But, ſure I am, and would have thee reſt confident, 
That there is not a Man in the World, who loves 
and honours thee with greater Fidelity than I * 


— 
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The Great and Eternal Lord of the Univer/e, in- i 
creaſe and multiply thy Virtues and Bleſſings, and | 
make thee Illuſtrious in thy Generation ; granting ſ 
alſo this Happineſs to me, that after a laſting and | 
true Friendſhip between us on Earth, I may drink J 

1 

| 


| with thee of the Rivers of Pleaſure, which glide a- 
boug the Fields of Paradiſe; and, that I may ſee 
thy Face brighter than the Stars of Heaven. Amen“ 


Amen ! O thou Lord of the Worlds. 1 
| 1 
Paris, 6th of the 8th Mn, — 


of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XIV. 1 
To the Kaimacham. 


I Take the beſt Meaſures for Intelligence, yet I 
cannot gain a Sight or a Copy of all the Expre/yes 
that come to this Court ; nor can I learn their Import 
as ſoon as they arrive. The Min/ters of State here, 
are the Sepulchres of News, they bury all in Silence 
94 This is the Reaſon that I ſometimes have been "Tt 
forced to ſend thee an Account of many Events, 3p 
long after they happened. My laſt Letter was an 11 
Abſtract of the French Conqueſts in Cataloma, from | 
' the Beginning of the Year to the Moon laſt paſt [1 
Aſter the King of France had retired from the . Wi 
Camp before Perpignan, the Mareſchal de Me/leraye | 
applied himſelf vigorouſly to perfect the Batteries, 
Redoubts, and other Works. Whilſt the King of Spain 
was hourly perplexed. with Cares and Anxieties, for 
r 
The Evtremities to which it was redue d, haſlen'd 
his Preparations for an effectüll Relief. He ſent | 
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The Vicerey of Naples, furniſhed out a conſiderable 
Fleet; it being the Catholick King's Reſolution, either 
to ſuccour Perpignan, and raiſe that Siege, or take 
Barcelona by way of Reprizal. 

In the mean while, the new Mareſchal de la Maſbe, 
fAluſh'd with the late Favour he receiv'd from his Ma- 
ſter the French King, and ſpurr'd on with the Thirſt of 
Glory; entered like a Torrent with his Troops into 
Valentia, which at that Time lay naked and unguard- 
ed. | 

The firſt Thing he did, was to ſurprize a Convoy of 
the Marguis of Leganez, who were carrying an extra- 
ordinary Piece of Cannon to Fiweres. 

The French broke through their Foot, with their ac- 
cuſtomed Fury, and killed more than thirty Horſe, 
taking as many Priſoners. They ſent the Cannon to 
the Camp at Reoux. 2 

Thou ſeeſt, ſage Minifer, how neceſſary a Qualifi- 
cation it is in a Sovereign Prince, to diſcern and re- 
ward the Merits of his Servants. Men of Virtue are 
animated with freſh Vigour, when their Actions are 
acknowledged Of this the ever - victorious Sultans of I 
the Ottoman Empire are very ſenſible, who value the 
Abilities and Services of their Slawes, before any Con- 
fideration of Noble Blood or Riches ; raiſing Men from 
Nothing to the highelt Dignities of the Empire. 

The Margſcbal, after this Exploit, took the Towns 
of Tanarit, and Magen; but the Caſtle belonging to 
the latter, was ſurrendred upon Articles the fourteenth 
of the laſt Meas. = 

Whilſt theſe. Things were tranſacted on the Land, 
_ the Navies were not idle by Sca. The Marguiz of 

Brexe ſet upon the Spaniſb Admiral, as he lay at Anchor 
near Viyeros; and, not being able to diſengage the 

Veſſel! from the Shallows, he ſet it on Fire, together 
with another of equal Burden, 
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This was only an Exploit by the Bye, and as it lay in 
his Road to Parcelona, where the whole Spaniſh Fleet 
were arrived, with Deſign to aſſault the Town by Sea. | 

The Marguis de Breze made all the Sail he could to- mM 
ward them; but the Wind not favouring his Deſign, |. 
he was forced to make uſe of his Gallies. Ina word, | 
the Spaniards loſt four Ships in this Fight, and three k 
more on the firſt of this Moon. | | 

Thus Perpignan is in no likelihood of Relief. I will "hl 
ſend thee all the Intelligence I receive of this impor- 1 
tant Siege. wie 1 
Paris, 10th of the 8th Mon, 1 

of the Year 1642. k 
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LETTER XV. 
To' Iſouf bis Kinſman, 


I Have received thy Letter, and congratulate thy 
ſafe Return to Conſlantinople, The Blefling of 
| Mahomet be upon thee, for the Sacrifice thou madeſt 
on Abraham's Mountain on my Behalf, and for the 
Alms thou gaveſt to blot out my Sins. Hadſt thou 
ſent me the Sacred Relick 1 defired, I would mul- 
tiply Benedictions on f my Couſin. © It is but a 
trifling Excuſe to ſay, thou couldſt+ not procure that 
which is denied to no Pilvrim. The - Emir of Mecca 
expetts that every one who viſits that Holy of Holes, 
ſhould purchaſe Piece of the old Hanging, when it is 
yearly taken downi. This is his Fee, and thou haſt at 
once defrauded him-of his Due, fruſtrated my Hepes, 
and weaken'd the Merit of thy Pilgrimage ' © 
But 1 will not be querubbus; ps thou avert 
afraid of wanting Money in the reſt of thy Journey, 
Thy Letter is very ſhort, and full of Reſerve, hardly 
vouchſafing to make an Apolegy dor thy * 
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tho' it be now the nine and thirtieth Moon ſince thou 
firſt partedſt from Canſlantinople, without giving me 
any Account what was become of thee. 

Sometimes I thought thou wert over-whelm'd in 

the Sands of Arabia, or, that ſome wild Beaſt had 
devour'd thee. At other times, I imagined thou 
migheſt die of Thirſt, in thoſe dry and barren De- 
farts, When the Caravan returned at the accuſtomed 
Time, and no Tidings of Jeuf, I could not divine, 
that thou wert gone into Perſia, or that thou would't 
travel through all the Ea, as thy Letter informs 
me. : 
I ſhould be proud of my Kinſman, were I fatis- 
fied what Improvements he has made in ſo tedious 
a Journey. Thy Letter ſpeaks thee not a Travel- 
ler, thou art a Churl in not communicating to me 
thy Adventures and Obſervations, in ſo many Coun- 
tries as thou haſt paſsd through. 

Tell me, Jeu, what was the Motive which put 
thee upon ſuch a hazardous Fatigue ? Thou wert a 
Man of great Faith to truſt thy ſelf to the Conduct 
of the Perfian, who invited | thee along with him. 
It is a Sign thou haſt a roving Soul, or elſe thou 
wouldit not upon ſuch eaſy Terms have abandon' 
the Company of thy Fellow-'Pravellers and Friends, 
to join, thy ſelf to a Stranger; an Enemy to thy Na- 
tion, a Heretick. "Tis true, a Peace was juſt then 
concluded between the Grand Signier and the So- 
phi of Perfia; and ſo there was no Danger of thy 
being ſnapp'd for a Spy, and ſacrificed to the Jea- 
lo ſy of State. But, thou expoſed'ſt thy ſelſ to the 
Cepricie's of Fortune, and the wavering Temper of 
a Man, who, for ought thou kneweſt, might have 
ſome ill Deſign upon te. . 

Tell me, did'ſt not thou meet with great Tem 
tations at {pahan ? Could'ſt thou withſtand 
Charms of Perfian Luxury ? It muſt needs be a 
farprizing Novelty, to ſee the Ladies of the Cour? 


7 


frolicking 


2 Os I — 
* 
4 
: EY 


= = . 
e 3 


8 n PTE . p 
: « 1 * r 1 
4 
* - 
* & 5 4 N „ —_— © Lf ety 
4 A * . ** — 


edi. 7 6 6: * 


Vol. II. a Ser at PARIS. 37 


frolicking and revelling in the Houſes of Pleaſure with- 
out the City, ſo contrary to the auſtere Cuſtoms of 
our Women at Conſtantinople, 

Well! I will believe thee chaſte in the midſt of 
Courtezans, ſober in Company of Drunkards, and, 
that the Spark who pick'd thee up at Medina made 
no Attempts to debauch thy Virtue ; yet thou can'ſt 
not blame this Raillery, when thou confidereſt the 
diſſolute Manners of that Nation. And I will tell 
thee ingenuouſly, that I find it very irkſome to ab- 
ſtain from Wine, in a Country where every Body 
drinks it but my ſelf. 

But, thou giveſt me no Character of thy Per ian 
Friend, or his Quality, He might, for ought I know, 


he ſome Knight Errant, and thou his Squire, and ſa 


you rambled together up and down Aſia to ſeek Ad- 
ventures, ſor thou art not ſo complaiſant as to tell me 
the Effect of thy Travels. | 

Had 'I been in thy Place, I ſhould have made it 
my Buſineſs, to enquire into the Laws and Reli- 
gions of thoſe Countries through which I paſſed. I 
thould have taken Notice of the Strength and Situa- 
tion of their Cities and Caſtles; their Manner of 
Building and Fortifications ; the Diſcipline of their 
Soldiers; what navigable Rivers they have, and which 
were the moſt eminent Places of Commerce and 
Traftick. | NGF © ap 3 [ 

When thou wert in the Court of the Great Mogul, 
it had been worth thy Obſervation, to ſee the 
Grandeur of this Monarch, who never goes into 


the Field with leſs than two hundred thouſand 


Men. Thou ſhouldeft have remarked alſo the Uſe 
the [Indians make of Elephants in their Battels. It 
had not been amiſs to have caſt an Eye into their 
Temples in this Country, where thou would'ſt have 
beheld the execrable Devotions of theſe Jaolaters, 
who worſhip the Devil under hideous Forms, But 
above all, | fhould have been greedy to ſee the In- 


dian 
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dian Women throw themſelves into the Funeral Pile 
after their dead Husbands. And, before I s. from 


the Country, I ſhould have ſought the Converſation 
of their Gymno/ephiſts or Brachmans. 'Theſe are in ſo 
great Reputation for their Wiſdom, Sanctity, and in- 
corrupt Manners, that the greateſt Potentates have Re- 
courſe to them in all Difficulties, as to divine Oracles. * 
China alſo would have afforded thee Matter of Ob- | 
ſervation and Remark. 
Theſe People ſay of themſelves, that they ſee with 
both Eyes, the Mahometans with one, and all the reſt 
of the World are ftark blind. But in my Opinion, 
the Chineſes can be but pur-blind themſelves, ſince 
they ſee no farther than the Mountains which envi- 
ron their own Country ; it not being permitted to 
the Subjects of that Empire to travel. Yet, to give 
them their due, they are a very ingenious People, 
envied by all the World for their Art in making 
. "Ty 3 
I ſhould be glad to know, if Whilſt thou wert in this 
Country, thou ever ſaweſt any of thoſe ſailing Wag- 
gons, which are ſaid to be uſed there. 
It would be very obliging, to ſend me a particu- 
; lar Relation of thy Travels theſe three Years. Thou 
| wilt not be angry, that I am ſolicitous for thy Good. 
The End of Travelling is, to gain Experience and 
Wiſdom. If thou haſt attained this, I ſhall re- 
joice. The Defire of Knowledge has cauſed many 
famous Men to come about the World. This lead 
Pythagoras into Pale/iine and Egypt. This made Plats 
leave Athens, to go and learn of Arcbytas the Pbi - 
loſopher at Tarentum in Italy. And the fame Motive 
carried Apollonius through the greateſt Part of Aa and 
Africa, 
4 would not have thee confine thy Search 
to their Meafures For they only coveted for to 
know the Myſteries of Nature. Whereas, if thou 
| travelleſt 


8 = | 
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travelleſt again, I would adviſe thee to acquaint thy N 
ſelf with the Conſtitutions of Kingdoms and States, ö 
whereby thou may'ſt be ſerviceable to our Great Ma- f 
ſter, the Grand Signior, Lord of the ſeven Climates, for | | 
whoſe Sake the Elements are reſtrained within their 4 
Bounds, and Nature itſelf keeps cn her Courſe. | 

A Couſin, I pray the great God to poliſh thy Soul with | 
rational Principles, and make thee uſeful in thy Gene« | 
ration; for no Man is born for himſelf. Adieu. 


X 4 . : I*7 { ; 
Paris, a 3th / the 8th Moon, | l 


of the Har 1642. 1 

ey | ＋ꝓ— Fl 
LETTER XVI | 

nople. iis 
| Sent thee a Letter in the Conclufion of the laſt | 


Year, concerning the Duke of Lorrain, and the 
Loſs of his Eſtate: Since which he ſeems to have loſt 
himſelf; being excommunicated by the Pope, who is to 
the Chriſtians, what our Mufti is to true Believers, © it 
If thou knowelt not what it is to be excommunicated | 
by the Pope, I will inform thee in few Words. | 
= 8 Thoſe who lie under this Cenſure, are forbid to enter 
inc any of their Churches, or in the leaſt to partake 
- | of what they eſteem Holy, All Cbriſtians are com- 
Bm manded to ſhun their Company; they are eſteemed as 
bad as Herzticks ; baniſh'd human Society, and given 
 overto the Devil. 15 1 | 
The Occaſion of paſſing this ſo ſevere a Sentence 
on a Sovereign Prince, thou wilt imagine was great 
and yet it was only for putting away his firit Wiſe, 
and marrying another, A Thing commonly 3 
6 uf 
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© Rtiſed all over the Eaſt. Should our MI! have 
the ſame Power, there wguld be but few Maſulmen 
in the ſacred Moſques, 

But, theſe rjidels call Marriage a Great Sacrament, 
and eſteem it as violated when a Man repudiates his 
Wife; Diworces being not allowed in any Part of 
Chriſtendom, unleſs in Caſe of Adultery. 

People talk variouſly of the Pope's Cenſure. Thoſe 
who favour the Counteſs of Cantecroix, murmur at 
the Excommunicatiou, calling it, a Breach of Privi- 
leges, an unheard of Innovation, an Attempt upon 
the Life of the Prince. They add alſo, that he ought 
firſt to have been cited, and his Cauſe heard by the 


cils, 

On the other Hand, there are who juſtify this 
| Proceeding of the Pepe, and accuſe the Duke of bar- 
barous Ingratitude, for leaving his lawful , Wife, . by 
whom be got his Eſtate, and with whom he had 
lived many Years. , 

However, the Duke of Verrain has publiſhed a 

Proteſtatien againit the Pope's Proceedings, and cauſed 
his Precurator General to do the like; writing Letters 
alſo to the Prefidents and Counſellors of the Sovereign 
Court of Lerrain and Barois, commanding them not 
to take any Notice of the Pope's Cenſure ; it being 
actually null and void, becauſe contrary to the ſunda- 
mental Laws of the Church. 
It is to be obſerved here, that this excommunicated 
Prince in the Concluſion of his Preteft, appeals ne- 
vertheleſs to the Sovereign Biſbop, when he ſhall be 
better informed, {till profeſling an eternal Obedience 
to the Church. | | 

It is a ſtrange unaccountable power, the Popes of 
Rome claim over Emperors and Princes, In his pub- 
lick Letters, Briefs, or Patents, he ſtyles himſelf, 
the Servant of the Servants of God; yet, in his Acti- 
ons, he aſſumes a Sovereignty over Kings, calling all 

| _ the 


Court, accordin g to the Canons and Decrees of Coun 
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the Princes in Chriflendom, hit Sons, and chaſtiſing 


them as ſuch, when he ſees Occafion. All this pro 
ceeds from the Difference they made between the 
temporal and ſpiritual Sword. So, that when 
their Forces have been routed, the City of Rome ſack'd, 
and themſelves taken Priſoners by the Force of the 
former ; yet they have at the ſame Time, by the 
Dint of the latter, ſubdued their Conquerors, and in 
the midit of Captivity celebrated a Triumph. 

Spare net to command me, if thou canſt propoſe 
any Method of doing thee Service. 

God, the H nce of Eſences puriſy us, and waſh a- 
way our Imperfections. 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. 


I eats —. 


LETTER XVII. 


To Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of 
the Convent of Cogni in Natolia. 


R T thou alive, venerable old Man, or muſt I 
expect my Anſwer in the other World? 1 have 
often writ to thee, and more often enquired after 
thy Health, when I had Opportunity; bit have re- 
ceived no Anſwer, nor heard any News of thee theſe 
{even Moons; which ſeem ſo many Years, to a Man 


who would be ready to die for Joy, could he receive 


the leatt Aſſurance that thou art yet alive. 

Without Doubt, thou liveſt where ever thou art, 
and ſiveſt in perfect Joy and Peace, the Rewards of 
thy contum mate Sanctity and Virtue. Either thou ſill 
enjoyeit a iicaven on Earth, thy incorrupt Soul being 
a Paradiſe to itſeif ; or, thou hatt tranſkted thy Reſi- 
dence from Earth to Heaven, to augment the Num- 
ber and Joys of the Bed. want 

Well! 
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Well! 1 will ſuppoſe and hope thou art alive, and 
that this Letter will come to tity Hand : I will there- 
fore make thee an acceptable Pretent. 

Thou haſt often ſpoke with much Affection and 
Reverence of FJeſus the Me/ias of the Chriſtian; 
as all good Muſſulmen ought to do; being taught 
by the Alcoran in ſeveral Chapters, - that he was a 
holy Prophet, and in the Number of the divine Fa- 
vourites. 

I have met with an authentick Deſcription of his 
Perſon in the King's Library, and have tranſl ted it 
into Arabick for thy Satisfaction. Publius Lentulus 
being Prefident of Judæa, lent it to the Senate of 
Rome, wizen the Fame of Fe/us began to ſpread a- 
broad in the Wor'd, 'Theſe are hi; Words. 


| HERE lives at this Time in Judza, a Man 
Tor fin:ular Virtue, awhoſe Name is Jeius Chiiſt, 

hom the Barbariaus efteem a Prophet; Gut hit 
own Followers adore him as the (ff ipring of the im- 
mortal Gods. He calls back the Dead from their 
Graves, and heals all Sorts of D:Jeaſes with 4 Word 
or a Touch. He is tall and will ſhaped 3 of an ani- 
able, reverend Aſpet; his Hair of a Colour that 
can hardly be malelbd, falling into graceful Curls be- 
foro his Ears, and wery agreeably couching on hi 


Shoulders, parted on the Crown of the Head like the 


Nezzarites. His Forehead is ſin orb and large, his 
Cheeks without other Spot, ſave that of a lovidy Red. 
His Neſe and Muh form'd wvith exquiſite Symmetry, 
His Beard thick, and of a Colour ſuiſalile to the Hair 
of his Head, reaching an Inch below his Chin, and 
parting in the middle like a Fork. His Eyes bright, 
clear and ſerene. He rebukes wwith Majeſty, counſeli 
with Mildneſs ; his whole Addreſs, avhether in Word 
er Deed, being elegant and grave, No Man has ſeen 
bim laugh, but he has wept frequently, He is very 
temperate, modeſi and wiſe, A Man, for his 1 * 
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lent Beauty and divine Perfections, ſurpaſſing the Chit 
dren of Men. 


I ſend thee this Picture of the Chrifians Meſſias, 
not drawn by the Pencil of the Painter, but by the 
Pen of a Roman Governour, and therefore it may 
paſs for authentick, I have often heard thee praiſe 
the Original, and condemn ſome too ſuperſtitious 
Muſſulmen, who, in their miltaken Zeal for the Al- 
aran, have blaiphemed this holy Prophet; a Man 
whom the Alcoran it ſelf mentions in ſeveral Chap- 
ters, ſtyling bim, The Breath and Word of God. 

Certainly, Malediction becomes not the Mouth of 
a true Believer; and he, who curſes God, or any of 
the hundred and twenty four thouſand Prophets, ſhall 


be excluded their Society in Paradiſe. 


I give thee a final Adieu, O holy Derwiſe ; deſi- 
ring, that this Character of the Meſiab may be trans 
ſcribed in Letters of Gold on Silken Paper, and aid 
up in the Library of thy Convent. Adeu. Live 
or ever. 


Paris, 24th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


3 1 7 — 
LETTER XVIII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Arious are the Diſcourſes of People in this 
Place concerning te Reduction of Aſac. For, 


Paris, like Athens of old, is the Receptacle of all the 


News in the World. e ML 
The French are naturally a Martial People, de- 
lighting much in the Affairs of War; and when the 


News came laſt Year of Raiſing the Siege of 
Ada, wich all the Particulars of the Defendants 


Bravery, 
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Bravery, notwithſtanding the Union of ſo great For. 
ces againſt them; they highly applauded the Valour 
and Conſtancy of the Ceſſachs, whom neither Threats 


nor Promiſes, gentle Means, nor vigorous Aſſault; | 


could prevail upon to ſurrender up their 'Town, but 
forced their Beſiegers to return home with the Lok 
of above twelve thouſand Turks, beſides Mo/dawian;, 
Walachians, and Tartars. 

But now they begin to change their Notes, ard 
to admire the invincible Force of the Ottoman Arme, 
which hew their Way through the moſt formidable 
Difficulties, to lay Empires, Kingdoms, and States at 
the Feet of our wiferiou Sultan, | 

I have received a paiticular Account from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, of the the taking of that City. He tells me, 
that at the News of thoſe great Preparations whick 
were making by Land and Sea againſt it, the Inhabi- 
tants being denied the Protection of the Muſcovites, 
which was their ſole Refuge in this Extremity, aban- 


doned the Town, carrying with them their Goods, | 
and demoliſhing their Houſes, ſo that there was but 


ſmall Prey left for our Soldiers. 


It is the general Diſcourſe of this Court, that there 
is a Son born to Sultan Ibrahim. IT ſhould heartily | 
rejoice, were I aſſured the News was true ; but, there | 
is no Diſpatch as yet to confirm it. Beſides, I have | 
received Advice ſrom Con/lantinepſe, which almoſt | 
diſcourages me from ever hoping for fo fortunate an 


EEE. 
God lengthen thy Days, and make thee happy both 
in this World, and in Paradiſe. | 


Pari, 25th of the 8th Moon, 
_—_ the Tear 1642, 
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LETTER XIX. 
70 Muſtapha, Baſſa of S. liſtria. 


HOU haſt no Reaſon to repine at the Exchange 
of thy Government, tho' thy preſent Power 


be circumſcribed within narrower Limits than it was 
in Egypt. Dat Granary of the World, never afford- 
cad thee ſuch a Harveſt of Laurels as thou reapedit on 
the Banks of the Plack Sea. I he Conqueit of A/ac 
haft loaded thee with Honours, and the Moderation 


thou haſt in the midſt of Triumphs, has captivated 


greater Numbers of the Macs, than could the Dint 
of thy Cymetar. Tho' the Foundations of Kingdoms 
are laid in Bloed, yet the Superſtructure is cemented 
Vith Clemency; and, the Roman Cæſars, by timely 
* ſheathing their Swords, faſtened to their Empire the 
* Provinces they had won by drawing them. 


I am bound to write often to the Miniſters of the 


Port, and all my Mcments are conſecrated to the 
: Service of the Grand Signior, who has a Right to 
command all Mankind: Vet the Fame of thy late 
: Vidlory reaching theſe Parts, and giving Occafion of 
: Diſcourſe, I ſtole this Time from my felf, not from 
my Great Maſler (it being the Hour of Sleep) to 
: tell thee what the World ſays of thee. 


They do not compare thee to Hannibal, Scipio, or 


* Alexander the Great ; thou thy ſelf would'ſt take him 
| for a Flatterer, that ſhould uſe ſuch an Expreſſion - 
But they ſay, the Method thou haſt taken to ſweeten 

the Calamities of the Co/acks, and invite them back 
> to their abandoned Habitations, has ſome Reſem- 

* blance with the Conduct of Selim, a General of Or- 
: <anes's Army; who after he had taken the City of 
Pruſa, forbid his Soldiers, on Pain of Death, to 
| touch the Goods of he Inhabitants, or commit any 
mſolent Action, The Moderation cf this Conqueror, 


not 
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not only rendred the Citizens eaſy, and willing to 
ſubmit to their ew Lord; but, the Fame of it ſpread. 
ing abroad, he with little Bloodſhed reduced all the 
adjoining Countries under Subjection. 

It is reported of the great and victorious Salad; 
that he took more Plealure in winning the Hearts of 
his Enemies, than in conquering their Perſons Thi. 
Prince had a Saying very common in his Mouth, That 
he did the Office of a Barber and Gardiner, ſhaving 
the Super! fluities, and fruning the Excreſcencies, of 
overgrown Kingdoms and States, not deſtroying them 
Root and Branch, Tis certain, he endeavoured in 
all his Conqueſts to mollify the Averſion of his Ene- 
mies, by Acts of Generoſity. | 

Thou wilt expect ſome News from a Man in my 
Poſt, and 1 cannot entertain thee with more agree- 
able Intelligence, than what is the common Theme 
of Diſcourſe at this Pime. 

Edwiard, Duke of Parma, has entered into the 
' Pope's Territories with three thouſand ſelect Horſe, 
where he mareles dragooning up and down the Coun- 
try, bringing Terror and Confuſion where-ever he 
comes. He conquers without drawing his Sword, 
the Pope's Army flying before him. 

This Prince is by Nature very fierce and active, 
and has a peculiar Gift of obliging his Soldiers, by 
treating them with a frank, affable Carriage, free 
from the ſtately Reſervedneſs to which Men in Au- 
ch rity are accuſtomed. By this Deportment, he has 
inſenſibly ſtole their Aﬀections ; they are ready to 
follow him all over the World. | 

When the Princes of lia fall out with one an- 
otker, they . engage the French and the 
Sani arat in the Quarrel. But the Duke of Parma 
reſuſed the Aſſiſtance which the former proffered 
him of two thouſand Men, provided they might 
be diſpoſed in Garriſons; he was jealous, leſt the 
Hauch deſigned to play their old Game; and, that 
| | WICH 
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when they were once houſed in his Cities and ſtrong 
Holds, it would be difficult to unkennel them. 

He has a new Way of winning Towns, carrying 
with him neither Infantry, Cannon, Ammunition, 
not any other Proviſions neceſſary to a Campaign. Yet 
when he approached towards Sola in his Road to 
Bole5na, the Governor ſent the Keys of the Town 
to him in his March; which he made no other Uſe 


of, than to give his Troops a Paſſage through the Place, 


reſigning them up again, By theſe noble Acts, he 
paved himſelf an cay Way through the Fecl:fraftick 
State; his Army being furniſh'd with Victuals in 
Abundance, without Plunder or Inſolency. 

The frit Occaſion of this Quarrel proceeded from 
ſome Contempts put upon the Prince of Parma, at 


the Court of Rome, by the Nephews of Pope Urban : 


And the Diſguſts have fince been improved to that 
Height, as to engage the State of Venice, the Grand 


' Duke of Tuſcany, the Duke of Matra, and other 


Princes, in the Care of the general Intereſt of Daly. 
They proceed with Mediation and Overtures of 

Peace in one Hand, whilſt the Sword is brandiſh'd 

with the other; amuſing one another with Treaties 


to gain Time. The Lois of Caftro, a ſtrong Town 


on the Borders of the £c.lfaa/tick State, ſpurs on 


the Duke of Parma to revenge himſelf on the Bar- 


berini's; whilſt the Republick of Venice ſtrives to miti- 
gate his Fierceneſs, and accommodate Affairs, eſpou- 
ling his Cauſe, but fearful of his Raſhneſs, leſt his 
impetuous Humour ſhould carry him to the Walls of 


Fame, and bring Things to Extremities. For, all the 
Princes of Tay prefeſs an inviolate Obedience to the 


Pope, who ſeems to inherit the Authority of the an- 
cCient Roman Emperors, 


Thou may't comprehend by what I have faid, 


bo eaſy it were at ſuch a juncture, when all the 


Principalitics in Italy are (as it were) dizjointed, te 
bring them under the Yoke of a Foreign Power. 
This 
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This is what the Spaniards and French have for a long 
Time been nibbling at? And, whereof the Republick 
of Venice are : jealous, that they never fide with 
die Verty to the Kain of another, but endeavour to 
op all the Intereſts of ah) in an Equilibrium, 
wu! they are. reconciied and united, leſt the Party 
wiich fads itfelf mott weakened, ſhould ſeek the 
Prott Son of ane cf thoſe potent Crowns; who would 
rot jai! to inke two Strokes for themſelves, if they 
ate devrod ro ftrike one for the oppreſſed alan. 

The Chri/{inr; call Haly the Garden of Europe; 
and it the eien may hold, the King of Spain kas 
poiſed himic:t of two Rately Grotto's in it, Naple 


and Milan; yet, 'tis a Queſtion, whether the Colt 


* 


in maintaining theic two Cities, will countervail the 
Honour of b-ing their Sovereign at ſuch a Diſtance. 
The iame may be laid of his Dominions in Mexico 
and Peru. "i his is the peculiar Happineſs of the 
Ottoman Empire, that all the Members of ſo vaſt a 
Body lie contiguous to each other. | 

The DMeona:ch of the World above and this beleaw, 
increaſe the Territories of our invincible Sultan, 
and by continually ſupplying our Armies with ſuch 
fortunate Leaders as Muſlapha, ſubdue all Nations to 
the hie Faith. 


Paris, 29th , be 8th Mon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LET TE» 


To the Reis Fflendi, Principal Sccretary 
of State 


Have heard with Sorrow, the Diſappou.t£ nent the 
Sultan's Forces met with in the taking of Rab. 
The 
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The Chriſtians accuſe him of Breach of the Capitu- 
lations, on which a Peace was concluded for twenty 


Years, between the Happy Port, and the Emperor of 


Germany. ; 
lf the Stratagem by which they defign'd to take 
this Town be truly related to me, it ſeems to be a 
Copy of the Grecian Artifice in taking Troy, bating 
che Difference of many Carts, and one Wooden 
* Horſe. 
That Officer who diſcovered the Intrigues, tho' he 
had hunted in vain all the former part of the Day, 
vet returned with good Game at lait, when he ſhag 
* enſnared our carted Soldiers within the 'Toils, got them 
within the Walls of the City, and drawn up the 
* Draw-Bridge upon the Ambuſh which lay behind. 
* The Emperor, it ſeems takes it mightily to Heart ; 
and, as I hear, has ſent an Ambaſſador to the Port, 
to complain of this Tranſaction. 
Ihe Court here is not very ſolicitous for his In- 
tereſt, nor will they be much troubled to find that 
* his Ambaſſador has but a cold Reception at Conſtan- 
* tineple, For, the Differences between the Kings of 


* France and the Houſe of Auſtria are too deeply 
grounded, to ſuffer any good Underſtanding or Af- 
2 tection to take Place between them. 


And the Cardinal of Riblieu was heard to ſay, 
not many Days ago, That fince the German Eagle 
ca ſo greedy, he would give her a Bone to pick «vould 


Toreak her Bill. This was ſpoken in relation to the 
2 Emperor's Encroachments on the Palatinate, and his 
Seizures of Juli ers and Treves. 

1 am glad to hear that the League is renewed be- 
tween the Shining Port and the King of Perfa, that 


Mo the Nerves of the Sacred Empire may be wholly 


employed in Hungary. 


1 
8 
: 


Paris, 12th of the gth Moon, 


'- of the Year 1642. 
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LETTELK-NNE | 
. To Enguruli Emir Cheik, a Man of the Lay, 


HIS Wefern World lies drown'd in Wicked. 

neſs; or rather, it is ſet on F:re with Sin. 

ſweat while I am within the Confines of the Air d 
Chriſtendom. An univerſal Peſtilence infects the 
Souls of Men, from whence their Words breathe ro- 
thing but Contagion. Even ſuch as one would take 
for Holy Saints, are mere Cheats; and like thoſ: 
Fruits that grow on the Banks of the Lake 4/phati/ire., 
they are fair and beautiful without, but bring then 
to the Touchſtone, and you will find them meie 
Corruption and Rottenneſs within. The Laity open- 
ly wallow in all Debauchery and licentious Practices. 
Nor are the Clergy leis exempt from ſecret Enormi- 
ties; while the Eccliſiaſtictk Veſtments ſerve but a: 
Cloaks to Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and othe: 
concomitant Vices. The Sword of Zu/?ice it ſelf, or, 
at leait, that which ought to be ſo, ſerves to divide 
the Spoils of the Poor, the Widow ard the Orpra:. 
In Court ard Camp all Offices are bought and fold, 
without regard to Merit or the Publick Good. He 
that bids higheſt, is firſt prefer'd ; and, the belt 
money'd Chapman, is the moſt meritorious Cana. 
date. Theſe are the Efcapes of Princes and the De- 
figns of Favourites; whilſt the Eaſineſs of the one, 
abuſed by the Craft and Subtilty of the other, e. 
ſes Places of higheſt "Truſt, as in an Exchange, to 
ecome the Merchandize of every Pedling Huckilet :} 
And brave and generous Souls are many Times pu 
by, tho' the Royal Promiſe itſelf has pals'd in thei 
Behalf. This is eminently the Unhappineſ of th} 
French Court: And, *tis thought, the late Duke 
Lines and the preſent Cardinal Richlieu, both i} 
11 them Favourites to the preſent King, could 2 
0 havtf 
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have ſwell'd their Coffers with ſuch Heaps of Gold 
but by theſe ſiniſter Methods. 


I am ciedibly inform'd by an old French Courtier, 
that Monfteur Beluille, a Gentleman of the Province 


5 of Languedoe, ſpared not to paſs this Reflection on the 
1 Duke of Luynes; even in the King's Preſence. Being 
1 at Bourdeaux, while the King celebrated his Nupti- 
| als with the J»fanta of Spain, in a moſt magnificent 
the Manner; one Day coming to the Court in his Mourn- 
r iyg-Coach, (his Father being newly dead) he was 
1 reprehended by Muſieur Cadinet, younger Brother 
2 to the Duke of Lines, for appearing at Court in 
"I ſuch an extraordinary 'I'tme of Joy, with a Mourn- 
"$4 ing-Coach : O, Sir, ſays Belville, the Bravery of your 
__ Brother's Coach, may excuſe the Meanneſs of mint. 
den- fince he borrowed all the Gold I had, to equip himſelf 
es, Vr this Triumphant Seaſon. This I was, told, by one 
oa that was preſent and heard the Words ; and, the Oc- 
t „ cation of them alſo he was not ignorant of, which 
he: Was this: | ; 
"it, _ Mmnſieur Belville being a Gentleman of a NMI 
vide Family, and one whoſe eminent Virtues and Ser- 
2 vices might have intitled him to ſome ſuitable Dig- 
ſold, © nity, but being low in his Fortune, was not le- 
He > garded or taken Notice of, till he addreſſed himfelf 
Leſt, to the Duke of Luynes; who, upon the Receipt of 
and. | fifteen hundred Crowns, pramiſed him to make him 
De. © Cavalier of the Order of the Holy Ghoft, a Dignity 


008 next co that of the Peers of the Rea/m, and which 
1 77 is a fair ſtep to it. But, inſtead of performing his 


Promiſe, after he had got his Money, he, by under- 


re, 10 
ter | hand- Practiſes, procured him to be baniſhed the 
s put Lon neither did he ever come near it till this Mar- 
theu age aforeſaid was taken in Hand; at which time 
F thel his Father dying at Bourtleaux, and being there alſo 
\ke off JPÞried, he, by the Mediation of ſome Friend, pro- 
\th i cured a Repeal of his Banihhment, that he might have 
id na} a Opportunity of making the King ſenſible of 
har? | We = | the 
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the Duke's Injuſtice. But, it took not the deſired 
Effect; for, he was upon thoſe Words, immediately 


impriſoned, where he ſoon after died of Grief. Thus 
is Oppreſſion, Murder and Violence countenanc'd by | 


Authority among theſe Ide. 


But thou, Sage Interpreter of our Law, and Pa. | 


tron of Virtue, vouchſaſe me thy Counſel, that [ 


may learn not to be corrupted by converſing with | 


theſe Uncircumci/ed, 
Paris, 12th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


— A 11 


LETTER XXII. 


To the moft Illaftrious Vizir Azem, at the 


Port. 
HE Enemies of the Oz!29man Intereſt, ever 


ſince the Time that our late invincible Sultan | 
Amurath had cauſed his Uncle Mu/tapha to be ſtrang- 


led, flatter d themſelves with the vain Hopes of 


ſeeing that Royal Line extint ; it being blaz'd a- 
broad in all the Courts of Chriflendom, that Sultar | 
Amurath, by exceſſive Uſe of Wine, had quite ener- 
vated his Natural Vigor, and rendred himſelf in- | 


capable of getting any more Children, And the 
private Charge which he gave to the Baſſa's and 


Grandees of the Empire, that in Caſe he died Iſſue- 
leſs, they ſhould tranſlate the [rperial Diadem to | 
the Tartar, was no Secret here. Every body look'd | 


upon our preſent happy Sovereign, Sultan Tbrahim, 


as a Man deſign'd for a Sacrifice to his Brother's Ha- 
tred, and that -he would not long ſurvive the Fate of 


his Uncle M-/tapha. 


= - _ ? » 
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I have heard a grave and experienc'd Stateſman Þ © 


ſay, that he hoped to ſee the Ottoman Empire (al 
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ter the Death of Amurath) rent into as many and 
fatal Diviſions, by the ambitious Beg/erbegs, Baſſa's 
and other Governours of Provinces, as the Empire of 
Alexander the Great was, by the Commanders of his 
Army, after his Death ; who ſhared it among them- 


ſelves, and cantenized it into as many Principalities, 


as there were Captains to make Pretenſions, either by 


Merit or the Sword. 
But, Praiſe be to God, Lord of the Univerſe, the 


Sovereign Protector of the Empire eſtabliſhed by his 


own Hands, the Hopes of the Infide{s are defeated. 
Ottoman is not leſt without an Heir to fit upon the 


Throne, an Heir of his Blood, as well as of his Empire. 


Father Sultan Ibrahim was Impotent. 


The Birth of Sultan Mahomet is no ſmall News to 
Europe, after it had been generally reported, that his 
The Ladies 
of the Court here begin to entertain a better Opini- 


on of him. And the Grandes frame more Maſculine 
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{adea's of our Glorieus Monarch. 


God augment the 7rperial Off ſpring, and perpetu- 


ate the Ottoman Sway, till the Day of the Balance. | 
I bow my Forehead to the Carpets whereon thou 
treadeſt, and kiſs the Hem of thy rich Veit. , God in- 
creaſe thy Graces and Felicities. 5 
Paris, 1 2th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XXIII. 


To the ſame. 


T is not lawſul for a Save to pry into the Actions 
of his Sovereign Lord, much leſs to cenſure his 
Conduct with Boldneſs. But, miſerable is that Prince, 
who, amongſt all his pretended Friends and Servants, 
has none ſo Faithful and Diſcreet, as to warn him. 


— — 


of Dangers which are ready to devour him. 
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1 cannot but highly applaud the ſeverity of thy | 
Juſtice, in taking away the Life of that Perfian Tray. 
tor laſt Year, who by his accurſed Infinuations and 
Example, haſtened the Death of our late Victorious 
dowereign, Sultan Amurath, upon whom be the Mercie; 
of God. 

That Heretick, tho' an Emir, of the Race of our 
Holy Prophet, and adorned with the Immarceſcible Co- 
four, which is appropriated to Sanctity and Virtue; 
yet, refrained not from Jdblatry, being a daily Vota- 
iy to Bacchus. He it was, who firſt taught the Ur- 
firtumate Sultan to drink Wine, which he afterwards 
practiſed to that Exceſs, as betray'd him to many In- 
Conveniences, and at laſt to Death it ſelf. 

But, ſuffer me to ask thee, why thon doſt not 
Alſo take an equal Revenge on Maflaphu Baſſa, who 
was as guilty as the Per gan; being not only a Com- 
panion, but a zealous Promoter of the Roya/ De- 
bauches? It was he, who firſt propos'd that Fatal 
Match of drinking, which caſt the Sultan into a 
Mortal Fever, of which he in died leſs than a Week. 

I ſhould not preſume to ſay theſe: things to thee, 
nor to call paſt Miſcarriages to Remembrance, were 
I not certainly inform'd that the fame Nſuffapha is 
practiſing his old Trade with the preſent Sultan Ibra- | 
Pim, endeavouring to enervate the Royal Blood, and 
withdraw the Sultan from the juſt Obſervance of our | 
Holy Law, to the impious Profanations of the I»fide/s. 
I am commanded to give Intelligence of all Impor- 
rant Affairs to thee, and the other Great Minifters of 
State: I thought none more weighty, than that which 
regards the Life of my Sovereign. 

1 have done my Duty. I leave the Proceſs to thee, 
who art the Oracle of Government. . 

God direct thy Feet in the Path of Juſtice, which 
will aſſaredly lead thee to the Gardens of Eden, where 
thou ſhalt enjoy eternal Repoſe, and ſupreme Felicity. 

Faris, 26th: of tbe gth Moon, | 

of the Tear 1642, + LE T- 
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To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the Religi- 


gion of the Turks. 


Received the D:/patch of thy Sandi, wherein 
thou haſt renovated my Hul, and reſtored me to 
a found Conſiſtence of Spirit. My Doubts are va- 
niſh'd. I am no longer racked with torturing Scruples 
about my Conduct. Thy Ab/olution has obliterated 
the Sentence my Fears had pronounced on me, 
As to the Penance thou haſt enjoined me, it is Ra- 
tional, and adapted to the Quality of my Crime. I 


have counterfeited a Chriſtian, that I might the bet- 


ter perform the Duty of a Muſſulman. | have ſeem- 
ed devoutly attentive to the Roman Mal, that I 


might be inſtrumental to propagate the Alcoran. 


And, for this Religious Fault, thou requireſt, that I 
ſhould inform thee, how the Chr:i/fians bebave them- 
ſelves in their Temples, where I have been ſo eften a 
Spectator of their Ceremonies. I ſubmit with an ab- 
ſolute Reſignation, and a willing Compliance to thy 
Venerable ehunktion : and, will briefly relate what 1 
have obſerved. : 

Theſe Infidels ſeem to be Ambitious of imitating 
the Undefiled Religion, and yet they prove but bad 
Mimicks ;. for, as we are taught to waſh our Bodies 
before we enter the Sacred Me/que 3 ſo they, at the 
Entrance of their Churches, dip their Fingers in 
certain Veſſels filed with Water and Salt, and ſprin- 
kle their Foreheads therewith; as though their Pu- 
Tity lay in a Swound, and were thus to be recovered 
to Life again; or, that the Uncleanneſs of their 
whole Bodies, was contracted into the Face, They 
eſteem the Water Holy, and yet they trifle with 
it as an Indifferent Thing. One would think, they 
ſhould be deſirous to _ themſelves all over, _ 
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let every Pore in their Skin imbibe the Sancgtied 
Liquor + But, they ſeem rather to uſe it as a Charm; 
'07, aſter they have ſprinkled a few Drops on their 
Faces, and muttered to themſelves two or three 
\Vords, they think they have chaſed all Impurity 
om them in a Fright, and boldly preſent themſelves 
Defore the A/tars, Herein alſo they deviate from 
tne Practiſe of former Chriftians, who (if their 
wn Church Hiflories be true) were accuſtomed to 
aſh their Arms and Feet in certain Ciſterns, before 
ey entered the Temples; whereof the Fountains and 
/.avatories remaining yet on the South Side of the 
Holy and Magnificent Moſgue of Sandta Sophia at 
Lonflantinople, are a ſtanding Teſtimony. For, the, 
Zreek Inſcriptions ſhew, that ſome of them, at leaſt 
were contrived by the Builders of this glorious Tem- 
fie, in the Time of FJuſtinian the Emperor, for the 
Purification of ſuch as came thither to worſhip. 
By which, "tis manifeſt, that theſe Madern Infideis 
degenerate from thoſe more ancient ones. 

Another Thing offends me alſo, which is this: 
They believe the Divinity is preſent in their Temples, 
after a peculiar and extraordinary Manner, and yet 
they ſuffer Dogs to prophane them with their vileſt 
Fxcrements, They ſpare for no Coſt to adorn their 
Churches, and their A/tars are enrich'd with invalua- 
ble Treaſures of Silver, Gold and precious Stones; 
and yet, aſter all, they muſt become the Receptacles 
of the Dung of ſordid Animals, 

Theſe wicked Wretches alſo walk up and down 
in theſe Sacred Places, talking of their common Af 
fairs, as though they were on the Exchange, or in 
the Market-Place. 

But, that which is to be had in greateſt Abomi- 
nation, is, that it is common for Men to make Love 
to the Women in Churches. They preſent them- 
Telves before the Allars, but, the Saint whom they 
invecate, is ſome beautiful Female. She wo 
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ſes all their Devotions ; to her they make their Vows: 
The amorous Youth adores his Miſtreſs that kneels 
by him, laden perhaps with more Sins than himſelf. 
His Eyes may be fixed on the Altar, or, on the Pi- 
tures and Images, but his Tongue addreſſes to the 
more charming Idel near him. Or, if his Eyes are 
attentive on his Prayer-Book, he teaches it to ſpeak 

nothing but the ſoft and efteminate Things of Love, 
Thus Aſſignations of Luft are made in the Houſe of 
Prayer: and the Affairs of Cupid managed under the 
Mask of Religion. They fight the Battels of Yerus 
under the Banner of their God. 

I tell thee, Venerable Interpreter of the Divine Laxw, 
that the Sight of theſe Things has ſometimes inflam- 
ed my Zeal te that Heighth, as had it not been for an 
earneſt Defire to do ſome extraordinary Service to 
the Grand Signior (which obliged me to take Care of 
my felf) I ſhould certainly have transfixt theſe pro- 
fane Mockers of God on the Spot, and ſacrificed 
them to a Zeal, which thou, who art Pzety it ſelf, 


| - would'it not, I believe, reprehend. 


I fold my Arms, e Venerable Sovereign of Reli- 


F gion, and wrapping my ſelf in profound Humility, 


I fall proftrate to the Earth; vegging thy effectual 
Bleſſing and Interceſhon, that I may 
to the Number of the Happy in Paraci/e, 


Paris, 26th of the gth Mn, 


LET TER XXV. 
To the Vizic Azem, Prince Director of the 
Affairs of the Ottoman Empire. 


H Notices I have of the Preſent State of Eng- 
| land, (in Compliance with thy Commands) are 
Ds | not 


admitted in- 
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not gained without ſome Difficulty. It is not eaſy 
for a Man that fits in his Chamber at Paris, to pry 
into the Cabinets of Foreign Courts : Yet I will com- 
municate to thee ſome Intelligences, which thou 
could'ſt not learn from the Englih Ambaſſador at the 
Port; nor from all the Travellers of that Nation, re- 
ſiding at Conſtantinople, Smyrna and Aleppo. 

There is a Je whom they call De Lopez, a Confi- 
dent and Emiſſary of Cardinal Richlieu, whom he em- 
ploys both at Home and Abroad in ſeveral private 
Negotiations and Intrigues. I have inſinuated into 
zhis Man's Familiarity, and (if I may ſo expreſs it) 
I have riveted my ſelf into his Heart. He treats 
me with an Aſſurance void of Jealouſy ; and there 
is no Folding or Angle in his Breaſt, which I do not 
eaſily penetrate. I make uſe of him as an Optict, 
through which I peep into the Cardinals Secrets, 
and, as a Mirror, in which I behold the true Face 
of many diſguis'd Affairs, tranſacted in the remoteſt 
Corners of Europe ; there being hardly any Thing of 
Moment done in the Courts of Chriſtian Princes, 
wherein the Cardinal has not a Finger. He ſeems to 
be the Genius or Soul of Chriflendom, communicating 
Motion, Activity and Heat, to all the grand Intrigues 
20w on Foot in theſe Veſtern Parts of the World. 

The Commotions of England, ſeem to be a comlli- 
rated Diſtemper of the State, riſing from ſeveral 
Cauſes, drawn to a Head by the dextrous Artifice 
of this Bu/y Spirit. The preſent King of the and, 
came to the Crows with no ſmall Diſadvantages ; 
his Father having exhauſted the Treaſury, and left 
him deeply in Debt. He had no ſmall Number of 
the Blood Royal to maintain; which kind of Charges, 
thou knoweſt, our Glorious Sultans, tho' they be Ma- 
ters of Infinite Riches, endeavour to avoid, by 
—Marrying their Daughters and Nieces, whilſt yet 
Infants, to ſome of the moit Potent and Wealthy 
Bas, that ſo their Port might be kept up, without 
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burdening the Royal Coffers. But the Ife Princes 
are wanting in this frugal Providence. In the Reign 
of King Fames (this King's Father) England lay at 
Eaſe, ſlumbering in the Downy Bed of Peace; ſhe 
wallowed in Pleaſures, and had no other Unhappi- 
neſs, but in being too Happy. Her Affluence and 
Idleneſs, afteAed the Sate with a Plezthory, The 
Publick Health cannot be long conſerved, without 
the moderate Exerciſe of War. Charles, after the 
Death of the Oli King, being eſtabliſhed in the 
Throne, committed the Affairs of State, to the Ma- 
nagement of his Mznifters ; never examining the 
Treaſury, nor calling to an Account his Officers, but 
indulged himſelf in the Pleaſures moſt agreeable to 
his youthful Genius. He hunted in the Foreſts, whilſt 
the Grandees, whom he entruited with his Revenucs 
and the publick Conduct, had another Game to pur. 


ſue, poſtponing their Maſter's Intereft, and that of 


the Nation, to their own private Avarice. The Fa- 


vourite Miniſter held a ſecret Correſpondence with ' 


Cardinal Richlieu, and, by this Means, the Court was 
filled with French Penſioners ; countenanced alſo by 
the Authority of the Queen, who was the Daughter 
of France. | | 

It had been before agreed in the Articles of the 
Marriage, that the Queen of England ſhould have a 
prefixed Number of French Servants. But they, not 
content with their Domeſtick Employments, and 
Attendance on her Perſon, ſought the Management 
of that Eſtate, which King Charles had ſettled on 
her as a Dowry. This would by no means agree 
with the Conſtitutions of the English. That Hand is 
a Little Werd by itſelf; and the Inhabitants boaſt 
of an Original Freedom of Birth, which is not fo 
much as dreams of in all the Dominions of our A- 
vincible Sultans. Tho' the Engih have ſeveral times 
been invaded and ſubdued, by the Saxons, Dares, 
and French; yet it has been rather by Compo: 
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than 1 of War: Or, if it may be called a 
1 


Conqueſt, the Victor have been forced to yield to the 
Vanguiſbed, in aſſuring them their Ancient Laws, Pri- 
vileges and Cuſtoms : There is no Nation in the 
World more jealous of this their pretended Birth- 
right. And thereſore to avoid all Occaſions of giving 
Offence to the Nobles and Gentry, the King perceiving 
the inſolent Demands and Carriage of the French Cour- 
tiers, commanded them all, ſave a few Creatures of 
the Favourite Duke, to depart the Kingdom, This 
much diſguſted the Queen; and Cardinal Richlieu was 
zlad of the Opportunity to incenſe the King of France. 
Lexwis was nettled at the Affront offered to his Siſter : 
N et, by the Dexterity of the Mareſcbal Baſſimpierre, 
his Ambaſſador at the Engliſh Court, Things were in 
a way of Accommodation ; when all was quaſh'd by 
the Seizure which the French made of ſeveral Engliſb 
Ships; and (pa War commenced, far more fatal in 
its Conſequences to England than to France. 

The King of England rouzed from his Pleaſures 
and Divertiſements, by the Preparations of his Po- 
tent Neighbour, began to look about him, and con- 
ſult the Publick Safety, But, when he examined his 
— he ſound it empty, or at leaſt at a very low 
E 


Behold here, Supreme Baſſe, a Stroke of Pang; 
a Concurrence of Cauſes, ſeeming remote and ſmall 


in their firſt Appearance; but, in their Proceſs, uni - 


ing and involving that Kingdom in Ruin. 
Charles could not carry on a War with France, 
without asking Aid of the Sovereign Divan (which 
hey call the Parliament) of that Nation. It is a 
Senate compoſed of above ſeven hundred of the No- 
bility and Gentry of the Land. Theſe have the Power 
to make Laws, raiſe Taxes, and redreſs the Grie- 
vances of the Kingdom. It was an ill Seaſon to ask 
the Aſſiſtance of his Subjecbi, whe had already con- 
ceived an Averſion for the Royal Dignity, However, 
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a mighty Fleet was order d to be rigg'd and mann'd 
out. Cardinal Richlieu, from afar, beheld the ap. 
proaching Storm, and knew not how to divert it 
from falling on France, but by corrupting the En- 
gli Favourite. De Lopex, from whom I receiv'd this 
Intelligence, was employed in the Affair; he was 
ſent to London, Which is the Metropolis of England 
and the Place where the King uſually keeps his Court. 
It was an expenſive Negotiation, and colt the Car- 
dinal forty thouſand Dollars, which is equivalent 
to three millions and two hundred thouſand of 
our Aſpers. With this vaſt Bribe, the proſelyted the 
Favourite Duke to the Intereſt of France, The Engl 
Nawy conſiſted of an hundred and fifty Sail, having 
alſo twelve thouſand Land-men on Board. It was 
agreed between them, that the Engliſb Miniſter ſhould 
procure himſelf to be made Admiral of theſe Ma- 
rine Forces, His indulgent Maſter could deny no- 
thing tothe Man whom he had entruſted with the 
Sway of the Government. Now the King of France 
might ſleep at quiet, ſince the Erng/i/b Ships fail'd 
with a French Wind. They landed upon the Hand of 
Ree, but their Actions were altogether Theatrical ; 
and mere ſhew of War, without any real Execution, 
The Enghſp General, manifeſtly omitving the proper 
Methods, and favourable Opportunities of winning 
that Hand: His Conduct ſpeaking, as if he came 

there rather to compliment than to fight. 
Theſe Things made a harſh Sound in England, and 
the Nobles reſented ill the double-dealing of the Duke 
of Buckingham (ſo was the Engi/b General call'd.) 
In fine, the bad Succeſs of their Forces, the Ex- 
pences they had been at, and the Diſgrace they ſuf- 
fered in this War, (four and forty of their Colours 
being carried to Paris, and hung up in the Chief 
Temple of this City, as Trophies of the French Vi- 
Ctory) incenſed the Generality of the Eng/iÞ Nation 
againſt the King and the Government; they began 
to 
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to accuſe him in their Cabals, of Male-Adminiſtrati- 
on: and the Favourite Duke was a while aſter ſtab- 
bed by a Ruffian, whom the Malecontents had hired 
to execute their Revenge. | 
The Affections of the Exgliſb appeared every day 
more and more alienated from the King. And Car- 
dinal Richlieu had there his Agents, who were not 
wanting to foment the Publick Diſcontents, and 
by divers Artifices to draw the credulous People in- 
to Factions. The French Penſioners were inſtructed 
to deport themſelves in a Manner every way offen- 
ſive to the Nation. Black and threatning Clouds 
ſeemed to hang over the Cour: of England, exhaled 
from the ill Blood of the Subjecs. The Royal Dig- 
. nity went Retrograde; and all Things tended to ob. 
ſcure the Luſtre of the Crown. Yet there paſſed 
ſome Years, before things came to Extremities ; and 
Matters tho* ripened, yet were not brought to an 0- 
pen Rupture, till Scotland lanced the Sore. | 


This Nation is ſubje& to the Crown of England, 


and makes one half of the Hand of Great Britain. 
They are a Warlike People, patient of Labour, ac- 


cuſtomed to the Rigor of an extreme Cold Climate, 


great Travellers, Subtle, Proud and Inconſtant. 
After that which ſome call Hereſy, others a Re- 
formation, had begun to alienate many Kingdoms and 
Provinces from the Roman Church ; the Scots, greedy 
of Novelties, and ſpurred on by the ambitious 
Pretexts of one of their Grandees (who under the 
Mask of Religion ſought the Crown) intreduc'd 
Innovations into their Church. The ſhook off at 
once all their Obedience to the Pope, and ſet up ſuch a 
Form of Religious Diſcipline, as was altogether Axli- 
monarchical; and their Preachers ceaſed not to inſtill 
into the Hearts of the People Democratick Princi- 
ples. Thus continued Affairs, till, King Charles, 
not inſenſible ef theſe Things, and willing to new- 
Model that Church, they took up Arms againſt him, 
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knowing that he would not be able to raiſe Forces 
to. chaſtiſe them, without calling a Parliament. 
The Parliament of England was at that time full 
of Scotti/þ Proſelytes, Men of Seditious and Turbulent 
Principles: Se that the King was like to find but 
little Favour among them. However, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſome Loyal Nobles and Gentlemen, he 
marches into Scotland at the Head of an Army. Not 
a Blow was ftruck on either fide ; but all Differences 
were compoſed, and huſh'd up by a Treaty. Yet, 
ſeon after, the Scots entered into England with—an 
Army, being underhand invited in by their Partizans 
in England. The King is a ſecond Time forc'd to 
throw himſelf upon his Parliament for Money; but 
they, inſtead of granting him any, fell to examin- 
ing his paſt Conduct, complaining and deſiring a Re- 
dreſs of ſeveral Irregularities in his Adminiſtration, 
There were thoſe who failed not to put in Executi- 
on the Deſigns and Inſtructions of Cardinal Rich- 
lieu; he had his Agents up and down the Kingdom, 
who inſinuated Jealoufies and Heart-burnings into the 
Gentry and People of the Land. The King was re- 
preſented every where as a Tyrant, and all his Acti. 
ons were miſconſtrued. | 

Signior Roſetti, the Pope's Nuncio at the Engliſh 
Court, beſides his Inſtructions from the Roman rhe: 
held a ſtrict Intelligence with the Cardinal. Hi 
Buſineſs at this Court, was publickly to the Queen 
(who profeſſed an Obedience to the Sce of Rome) 
but privately he. was order'd to negotiate an Ac- 
commodation between the Roman and Enugliſb 
Churches. Cardinal Richlieu thought to ſtrike two 
Marks with one Blow, that is, to embroil the State 
of England; and procure himſelf the greater Eſteem 
'with the Roman Court. He appears very Zealous for 
the Converſion of England; and in order to it, al- 
lows a confiderable Penſion to Signior Roſetti: In- 


Krutting him withal, to ſhew his utmolt Dexterity, 
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in gaining the Coartiers and Grandes of that Nation 
to his Side. | 

He knew the Genius of the Englih, and, that 
there was nothing ſa offenſive to that Nation, as 
the Papal Pewer and Religion, Wherefore, De 


Lopez was order'd to pay Signior Roſetti vaſt Sums of 


Money, that ſo there might be nothing wanting 
to proſelyte the Courtiers ; knowing that they would 
at inſolently, and diſguſt the Proteſtants, and fo 
increaſe the publick Averſion for the Rega! Au- 
thority. There was alſo another Agent at the 
Engliſh Court, who was Secretary to Cardinal Bar- 
berini, a Man no leſs- induftrious than the other in 
advancing the Roman Intereſt. He held a ſtrict Cor- 
reſpondence with ſome of the Chief Miniſters, eſpe- 


cially with the Principal Secretary of Stats. Whilſt 


theſe were doing their Maſter's Buſineſs at the Court, 
there were others no leſs Active in the City, where 
they endeavoured to create a Party and raiſe Facti- 
ons, infinuating themſelves into the Acquaintance 
of the moſt eminent Merchants and other Citizens ; 
repreſenting to them the dangerous Conſequences 
of Signior Roſetti's Reſidence at the Court ; glancing 
at every Thing which look'd like a falſe Step in the 
King's Conduct; alarming them with Fears and 
Apprehenſions of being ſubjected to a Foreign Pow- 


er; and uſing all their Arts to ncuriſh Popular Diſſa- 


tisſaction. | 
The Scets about this Time made another Incur- 
fion into England. A Parliament was called, but no 


Good done. The King's Neceſſities made them 


grow High in their Demands and Carriage, and all 
things tended to a general Deſection. | 


A while - after, the 4 revolted, and maſſacred 
above a hundred thouſand Eng/izh. The King is 
accuſed for being privy to it: Tumults are raiſed, 
who, in a threatning Manner, ſeemed to beſiege the 
Royal Palaces, calling out for Juſtice 3 not — 
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unlike the Sedition of our Fanixaries, when they are 
diſpleaſed with the Conduct of our glorious Sultans, 
or his Prime Miniſters of State. | 

In fine, the Miſunderſtandings between the King 
and the Parliament grew to that Height, as induc'd 
the King to withdraw from the Capital City, about 
the Beginning of this Year. And, in the following 
Moon, he ſent the Qucen with her Daughter into Hol- 
land, that they might paſs away the Time in the Court 
of the Prince of Orange, till this Storm was blown 
over. x 


In the interim, the Kings ſends Letters to the Par. 


lament, perſuading them to conſult the Publick 
Peace; but all was to no Purpoſe ; they ſeize upon 
all the Strong Holds and Caftles they could; fo that, 
when the King came to one of his Gariſon'd Towns, 
the Gates were ſhut up againſt him, and he was denied 
Entrance by the Governor, The Parliament liſts an 
Army, and the King ſet up his Koyal Standard in the 
laſt Moon. Since which, there has been nothing of 
Action between them, but the Armies are drawing 
near each other. | 

I will inform thee of all Particulars as they come 
to my Knowledge. But the Packet-Boats from the 
Iland come not ſo frequently during the Diſturbance, 
as they have done formerly. | 

I beſeech the Creator of all Things, to defend our 
liauincible Sultan from the ſeditious Practices of his 
Subjects; and make thee Inſtrumental, to eſtabliſh and 
aggrandize the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 29th of the gth Mon, a 
ef the Tear 1644. 


— ä 


— 4 —_ 4 
— — — — — . — 
— 
. - 


Ja:: po pe tu re ru re 
A —— — 
8 
— — 


az — % > 


1 A 
LEE 17 


66 LsaTrTERS Vrit by Vol. II. 


will not approve of any Phyloſephy, which 5 
| W 


LETTER XXVI. 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Superinten- 
dent of the College of Sciences at Fer. 


HEN I write to thee, 'tis with a Reſpect 
equal ro that which I pay to the Empires, the 
Deſcendants of our Holy Prophet, ſince thou art ſprung 
from the noble Stem of the Ancient Saracens ; the 
Blood of the celebrated Omar, Succeſſor to the Di- 
vine ier, ſtreaming in thy Veins. 

I revere the Banner carried into Egypt by thy 
Renowned Progenitor, before which the Grecians fled 
aſtoniſned, as at a Sign ſent from Heaven of their 
approaching Ruin. This ſacred Piece of Antiqui- 
ty I havo ſeen at Medina, where 'tis repoſited in the 
Chancel of the Babylonian Caliphs, I have honoured 
it with a Pious Veneration; but much greater is my 
Regard to thee, who art a living Relick of that 7/u- 
firious Houſe. 

Permit me, Venerable Sage, to converſe with thee 
a little, after the manner of a Pupil ; with thee, 1 
ſay, who art a Fountain of Sapience 3 for, beſide: 
thy perſect Knowledge of the Divine Law, thou art 


accompliſhed with all human Literature, 


There is a Man in theſe Parts of a large Soul 
and elevated Speculations, who ſtiffly maintains, 
that the Earth moves, and the Sun ſtands ſtill. He 
is not the firſt that broach'd this Doctrine, it has had 
ſeveral learned Patrons, but he has highly im- 
Prov'd the Theory His Reaſons for it, have almoſt 
the Force of Mathematical Demonſtrations; and no- 
thing ſeems to oppoſe him, but the Authority of 
M/es, and the Hebrew Scriptures. The Chriſtians 
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with that which they call the Bible; and yet their 
Practice gives a perpetual Lye to the Contents of 
that Book. Surely there is no Envy in the Dey; 
and he that is Omiſcient, will not puniſh Men for 
improving their Knowledge. The Study of Nature, 
is full of innocent Delights, and he that gave to 
Man an Appetite of Science, has not forbid. him to 
gratify it with its proper Objects. Nor can I fee 
how this New Philoſophy contradicts any more than 
the bare Letter of their Bible, (for- I have read it 
in ſeveral Languages;) And the Jews who are 
the Guardians of the Original Hebrew, allow a Cab- 
baliſtical Interpretation far different from the Li- 
teral : So does the Arabian Prince and P i/o/opher, 
Avicen, interpret thoſe Verſicles in our Holy Alcoran, 


(which treat of Paradiſe) in a Senſe far more re- 


tined than the Letter ſeems to import. In reading 
ſuch Myſterious Books, it is neceſſary to practiſe a 
learned Chymiftry, to ſublimate the groſs external 


| Senſe of the Words, and to extract the Spirit and 


Soul of the Diſcourſe 
That the Sun is the Centre of this our Planetary 


| World, and that the Earth with the reſt of the 


Planets move round about it, is a Theſis which keeps 


ö exact Touch with human Reaſon, and ſeems. natu- 
rally to ſquare with our intellectual Faculties. It 


ſets all the Wheels of this great and wonderſul 


Machine, in a regalar and proportionate Circulati- 
on. It gives the trueſt Account of the Retrograde 


Motions of the Planets. Ptolemy's Syſtem of the 
World, ſeems to romance upon the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, in aſſigning them hourly ſuch prodigi- 
ous - Journeys through the Heavens, as are inconſi - 
ſtent with the Laws of Motion. And Tycho Brabe 
was but a Botcher, in patching up the Orbs with 
his Eccentricks, Epicycles, &. The former keeps 
the fixed Stars in an endleſs and unconceivable 
Hurry; the latter involves the Planets in a * 
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ly Perplexity. Both come far ſhort of Copernicuz, 
that excellent Afronomer, who by placing the Sun 
in the Centre of the World, has ſolv'd all the Ap- 
Pearances of Nature with the moſt exact Analogy to 
Truth. Nor is the Argument taken from our Senſe 
of, any Force, ſince it invalidates the Motion of the 
Sun as well as that of the Earth : Nay, it is more 
incongruous, that the Sun ſhould move ſo many 
hundred thouſand Miles every Hour, and we not 

eive him to ſtir a Hair's Breadth at a Time. Bui 

wall not intrench farther on thy Patience, nor 


run the Riſque of a Vertigo, by purſuing the ſwift 


Orbicular Motions of Nature. It matters not much 
whether the Sun ſtands ſtill, or the Earth, pro- 
vided we run the Race that is appointed us, ſo as 
to gain the Prize, Yet I will ask thy Judgment 
2 _ Point, which Men of high Reaches have 

arted, | 

There are ſome learned Men, who ſay the Moon 
and the reſt of the Planets are habitable as our Globe 
is. For my Part, to ſpeak fredly, 1 could with it 
were true, it is a ſociable ine. It has made 
me melancholy ſometimes, when I have caſt my 
Eyes upwards, to think all thoſe ample Tracts in 
the Firmament ſhould be void of Inhabitants, and 
yet ſcarce a Turf of our Dunghil Earth to be found 
without its Domeſticks. It is demonſtrable to the 
Eye, that the Moon is an Opake Body like this 
Globe whereon we tread, having ne other Light 
but. what it borrows from the Sun. Where is the 
Hereſy then in ſuppoſing that it is created for a 
like Uſe? I hope the Sacred Empire of the Muf- 
fulmans will not ſtain it ſelf with ſuch a Barba- 
rous Murder, as was committed on Vigilius a certain 
Chriſtian Biſhop, who was burnt by the Decree of 
the Roman Church for Aſſerting the Antipodes ; 2 
Truth which all Nations are now ſenſible of, ſince 
the Improvement of Navigation and Traffick, And 
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yet Galilæus had like to have undergone the ſame 


dentence at Rome, within theſe ten Vears, for main. 
taining the Earth's Motion, and that the Sun is the 
fred Centre of the World; Nothing but his Recanta- 
tion being ſufficient to have ſav'd him. Such Severities 
choak the growth of Learning, and ſtop the Progreſs 
which would otherwiſe be made in Arts and Sciences, 
Happy are the Students that live under thy au- 
ſpicious Patronage, in that fruitful Seminary of Philb- 
fophers, where the Myferies of God and Nature are 
taught, free from the prophane Licentiouſneſs 'of the 
ancient Pagans, or the ſuperſtitious Rigours of Mo. 
dern Infidels. 

I pray the Sovereign Intelligence not to withdraw 
from thee his divine Influence, nor reſtrain the 
Flood of Light that has been let looſe on thy Soul ; 
but that thou may'ſt overflow like NMilus, and enligh- 
ten not only Africk, but the whole World with ſome 
new Diſcovery. 

Paris, 29th of the qth Moor: 

ef the Year 164. 


— 


I. E T TE R Xxvi. 
To Cara Haly, the Phyſician at Conſtanti- 


nople. 8 
HE Weriehern Philoſophers, eſpecially thoſe who 
follow the Sentiments of Minſieur des Cartes, 

maintain, that the Souls of all living Creatures (ex- 

cept Men) are Material and Mortal ; that a Beaſt is 
but a Machine, like a Watch or Clock, not actuated 
or inform'd by any Spirit diſtin from the Body, but 
moved to the Performance of all natural Adions by 
a mere Corporeal Mechaniſm ſet on Work by vari- 
eus Impulſes from External Objects. | 2 
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In this they oppoſe Arifotle, and all the Sages of 
the Faſt. And thou knoweſt that our Arabian Doctors 
are of a contrary Opinion, who aſcribe Reaſon, Diſ- 
courſe, and Immortality, to the Souls. of Bealts, 43 
well as to thoſe of Men; having aſſigned particular 
Apartments for E/borach, the Beaſt which carried 
our Holy Prophet from Mecha to Feruſalem ; for the 
Ram which Abraham ſacrificed inſtead of his Son 
Tjaac; for the Cow of Moſes, the Piſinire of Solomon, 
the Whale which ſaved Jonas, the Raven which fed 
Elijah, the Aſs which rebuked Balaam, and in gene- 
ral, for all the Canal. which have the Honour to 
carry the Srcred Alcoran to Mecha. 

I will ſuſpend my Belief of their being entertair'd 
in Paradiſe, till I ſhall have the Happineſs to ſee 
them there; but I cannot however acquieſce to the 
Opinions of theſe Modern Philolophers, who alert 
their Souls to be mere Matter. Ihe Bodies both of 
Men and Beaſts, I own perform all Motions by 
Mechanick Rules ; but, that Mechaniſm is guided by 
a higher Principle than the fortuitous Impulſe of 
external Agents, in Beaſts as well as Men. 

All Animals ſeem to me to be endued with a Fa- 
culty, which if it may not be called Reaſon, yet 
is ſomething an lagous to it, for which we want a 
proper Name And of this Mind were Empedoclez, 
Pythagoras, Phtinus and Porphyry, with many -other 
Ancient Sages : Cho this Faculty is more eminently 
conſpicuous in ſume kinds of Beaſts than in others. 

cannot but admire the Regular Architecture of 
Bees, their Induſtry and Politick OEconomy vying 
with the moſt excellent Form and Adminiltratien of 
Government, among Men. *Tis with no leſs Pleaſure 
I behold the Spider, when with exquiſite Art ſhe 
builds her little ſilken Palace, and lays her fine- 
wrought Trains to catch tte unwary Fly. ?* T's equal- 
ly pleaſant and diverting to obſerve the Conduct of 

the Pi/mirer, their prudent Forecaſt; how they 
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trudge up and down all the Summer, to lay up a ſuf- 
ficient Stock of Provender for the barren Winter. 
There is no kind of, Bird, four-footed Beaſt or Fiſh, 
which does not confute this Carteſians Hypothefis. 

It is credibly reported by Porphyry, that in the Eaft- 
Indies there is a Beaſt which they call a Hyena; 
which approaching near the Villages will imitate a 
Man's Voice, and call the Inhabitants by their 
Names ; if they come out of their Houſes, *twill ſeize 
on the firſt that comes to hand, and devour him. 
The Dog, the Afe, the Elephant, with many other 
four-footed Beaſts, afford us manifeſt Specimens of 
Reaſon, or ſomething very like it. 

Who has not heard of the Love which Dolphins 
bear to Men? Pliny relates a pretty Story of a Dol. 
phin that frequented the Lake Lucrinus in Italy, and 
being often fed from the Shore by a certain School- 
Boy, grew at length ſo familiar as to come at a call. 
We alſo read of another, who took the Muſician A. 
rion on his Back (when caſt into the Sea by cruel Sai- 
lors) and carried him ſafe to Shore. : 

Can all theſe Actions proceed from mere Matter? 
In my Opinion 'tis as eaſy to defend, that human 
Nature it ſelf is but Matter ſo and ſo modified; and 
that all the Buſtle Men keep in the World, is but the 
Effect of a better Compoſition of Body, the Reſult 
of a more perfect and refined Machine. 

I eafily agree, that we far excel the other living 
Creatures in all the Operations of our Souls, and Ex- 
erciſes of our Reaſon: Yet we have our Deſects 
as well as they ; and this I eſteem as one of the 
greateſt, to deny them any ſhare in Reaſon, who fo 
far excel us in Senſe. | 

It is a culpable Pride and Envy in Men, thus to 
blaſt the Reputation of their animal Kindred, from 
which Vices I know thou art free. | 

God that has made uſe of the Tongue of a filly 
Ais to reprove the Folly of a Wile Man in his 

own 
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own Conceit, illuminate our Underſtanding in the 
Myſteries of his Law. 
Paris, 24th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


CS... om. lt. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
To Haſſein Baſſa. 


HY Commands I receive as Marks of thy E. 

ſteem and good Will, which I defire may be 

rpetual. Thou haſt an eminent Share in the Favour 

of our Auguſt Emperor; and I ſhall ſtudy to merit thy 

Protection, by all the dutiſul Offices that can be ex- 
pected from a Slave in my Station. 

There is nothing ſo much conduces to eſtabliſh a 
permanent Friendſhip, as a right Underſtanding. 
The [Souls of Friends are firſt warp'd by Miſappre- 
henſions. I would not have thee think of me, as 
I do of my ſelf ; that would prompt thee to Con 
tempt; nor, as the French do, who take me for 77 
tus of Moldavia ; but look upon me {whatever my 
Failings are) as a Man that values and practiſes the 
incorrupt Fidelity of the firſt Ages. I abhor Trea- 
chery, and, for that Reaſon, am often forced to 
make an officious Lye : Yet I do not proſtitute 
my Conſcience, having the Mufti's Diſpenſation. 
Whenever it ſhall be told thee, that Mahmut dege- 
nerates, ſuſpect the Slanderer; perhaps he would 
ſupplant me. I am not fond of my Commiſion, but 
1 dread to loſe the Sultan's Favour : Whoſoever de- 
prives me of that, robs me of my Honour, which is 
dearer to me than my Life. 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive, that I am 
not ignorant of the ill Offices which ing: Cap 
Oglani has done me. The Man aſpires, and is envi- 

| 043 
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dus: Were I in his Poſt, I would not exchange the 
Honour and Felicity of educating the Royal Pages of 
the Seraglio, ſor an Employment attended with infinite 
Hazards, and no leſs Trouble, as is that of Mahmut. 
If he be expert in the French Tongue, there are thoſe 
tat excel him; and Language is but the Shell of 
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more ſubſtantial Accompliſhments. Every Linguift 18 

not fit to be employed in the Secrets of State; neither 
are all Prdagogues Politicians. 
l am ſtartled at the Ambition of a Man, who, be- 
cauſe he had ſtudied at Athens, thinks himſelf worthy 
* of the Confidences of the myſterious Port, which ar- 
bitrates the Fate of all the Kingdoms in the World. 
I this be not his Aim, why does he daily traduce me? 
Why does he paint me to the Miniſters of the Divan, 
in black and odious Colours, perſuading them it is my 
uatural Complexion ? He is not content with the Ca- 
lumnies he himſelf throws on me, but has corrupted 
Solyman my Couſin, and hired him to repreſent me to 
the Kaimacham: And, that he might be ſure to ſtrike 
home, he has drawn to his Party Sha/him I/ftham, the 
Black Ennuch. 
| 1 ſent Solyman a Letter laſt Year full of Reproofs, 
not knowing who had ſet him at Work : I hope it had 

ſome good Effects on him, tho' late. Tis from him 
I receiv'd this Intelligence. He ſeems to repent of 
his Malice, telling me, that this [kingi-Capt"-Oglani, 
had ſo artificially poſſeſsd him with a Belief of my Per- 
fidiouſneſs, that he thought he did good Service to Gd 
and the Grand Signior to rail at me; but that the Kai- 
macham had afterwards convinced him of my Inno- 
cence. This was the Subſtance of his Letter, and he 
concludes it with begging my Pardon, | 

I tell thee, Illuſtrious Baſ/a, that tho? the Wounds 
which are given by the Tongue of a Slanderer, be 
deeper than thoſe which are given by the Sword ; 
and I could ſooner pardon him who fought man- 
tally to take away my 4 than he which baſely 


murder 
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murders -my good Name; yet, I attribute my Kin. 


man's Fault to youthful Error, and a loyal Millake : 
and I love him the better, for hating any one that 


he could imagine would prove Unfaithful, and a 


Traytor to God and the Grand Signior. 
May the benign Heavens bleſs thee with their 
good Influences, and proſper thee in all Things. 


Paris, 6th f the 1 1th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XXIX. 


To Solyman his Couſin at Conſtantinople, 


HY Apology is rational and modeſt, and I am 
glad to be thus happily deceiv'd. Thou ſeelt 
the Kaimacham, with the other Miniſters of the 
Port, have too good an Opinion of me to liſten to 
the Inſinuations of defigning Men; and [kingi-Cop'- 
Oglant was out of his Byaſs, when he defam'd the 
Loyal Mahmut; and, the Black Eunuch had hetter 
been watching the Ladies, than wounding my Re- 
putation with his envenom'd Tongue. 1 wiſh thee 
hereafter to avoid all Company that proſeſs a Kind- 
neſs to thee, which thou may'ſt but ſo much as ſub 
pect to be forc'd. | | 7 
Thou askeſt my Counſel how to conduct thy {elf 
toward thy firſt Wife, of whom thou ſpeakeſt both 
well and ill. Thou believeſt her faithful and chaſte 
thou knoweſt her to be induſtrious and careful of her 
Family; good- natur d, flexible and obliging ; bit 
thou accuſeſt her of a violent and haughty Spirit, 
fiercely paſſionate, and of a ,provoking Tongue. 
She daily and hourly reflects upon thy Miſcarriages; 
will play the School-Miſtreſs with thee, pretending 
to $0rre, reprove, inſtruct, and guide thee in 7 
. ee N J 
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thy Actions. In fine thou complaineſt that thou 


canſt not enjoy Tranquility with her. 

I tell thee, Kinſman, thou ſhould'ſt have applied 
thy ſelf to the Imaum's and Derviſes in this Caſe ; 
or, at leaſt, to ſueh as have had Experience of a 
married Life. Their Sentence would be more Au- 
thentick, than what thou canſt expect from me. But 
ſince thou haſt made Choice of my Counſel, I will 
give thee the beſt I can. 

Thou wilt, in my Opinion, find it difficult to be 
happy with or without this Woman. She is given 
thee by Fate, to poiſe the Balance of thy Life ; 
that neither too much -Eaſe nor Pain, Exceſs of Joy 
or Grief, ſhould turn the doubtful Scales of Senſe, 
and make thee either ſwim in Floods of Pleaſure 
uncontrouled, or ſink in the Mire of baneful Grief and 
Melancholy. : 

The chaſte Fidelity, which thou believeſt her en · 
dued with, cannot be valued at too high a Rate. It 
is a Virtue which renders Woman adorable. Like- 


wiſe, her Diligence and Care, her Reſpect and De- 


voir, her eaſie Temper and good Nature, are Quali- 
ties which cannot but charm thee. Should'ſt thou deal 
unkindly by her, thy generous Soul would regret it 
the next Moment. Nay, ſhould'ſt thou take the com- 
mon Courſe, and diſmiſs her With a Bi/l of Divorce, 
according to the Law, thou would'ft repent the Deed 
within twice four and twenty Hours. | 
And yet, 1 mult confeſs, tis hard to be confined 
to a fierce Woman's Tongue, to bear Reproaches 


, and Contumelies, Contempts and Defiances, Lectures 


and other Female Diſcipline. Who, that's a Man, 
can brook ſuch Slavery? Who, that has but a Spark 
of Fire within this Hulk of Clay, can ſtoop to ſuch 
ignoble and unmanly Softneſs? I cannot counſel thee 
to ſuch an abjet Tameneſs of Spirit. Man 1s Lord 
of all his Fellow-Creatures; the fierceſt Beaſts ſub- 
mit to his Imperial Sway : Woman alone, ambiti- 
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ous Woman, diſputes the Government with him. 
Put, *tis his Right, and he diſowns both God and 
Nature, who reſigns it to that aſpiring Sex. Yet, uſe 
thy Power moderately; keep the Golden Mean. Be 
not ſurly and rough as a Bear, nor yet effeminate and 
without Gall as a Dove. But, if thou findeſt it im- 
poſſible to keep her within the Bounds of due Subjecti- 
on, put her away, and fo preſerve thy Peace. The 
Company of thy other Wives will ſoon efface her lov'd 
Ilea, and ſweeten thy Loſs with a thouſand new Plea- 
ſures. But, if they ſhould follow her Steps, inheriting 
her Spirit, and tormenting thee with killing Words, 
divorce them all. I would counſel thee to take ſuc- 
ceſſively\ five hundred Wives, rather than make thy 
Life miſerable, by too much Love and Indulgence to 
cne that knows nor how to uſe thy Favours. 

But, before thou beginneſt to put in Execution this 
Advice, try all the fair and gentle Methods thy Wit 
can ſuggeſt, to win her to a Senſe of her Fault, and a 
Change of her Temper. For, be aſſur'd, that it will 
be of leſs Pain to thee, to have an Eye pluck'd out of 
thy Head, than to tear from thy Heart the firſt Object 
of thy Love. 

In this, and all Things elſe, have an eſpecial Re- 
gard to thy Conſcience, and to the Obſerving Angel, 
who writes down all thy Actions in a Book. Do no- 
thing which may merit the Chaſtiſement of the Tuo 
Black Angels, who ſhall viſit thee in thy Grave. He 
Who deals unjuſtly: and cruelly by Women on Farth, 
ſhall be deprived of the Felicities which our Holy Pro- 


het has promiſed us, in the Company of that beautiful 


Sex in Paradiſe. | 
Keep the Law, and thou wilt have thy fill of Love, 
both here and in the bliſsful Bowers of Eden. 


Paiis, 2 I Moon, 
/ car 1 . 
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eee 
To the Kaimacham. 


5 © HE Surrender of Perpignan to the French, ſtars 
tles the World : A Place inexpugnable by 
Arms, and not to be reduced but by Famine. Some 
that pretend. to penetrate into foreign Secrets, lay the. 
Blame on the Duke 4Olivarez. They ſay, that when 
the King. of Spain firſt heard that Lewis laid Siege to 
this important Place, he would have gone in Perſon to 
its Relief, but that the Duke hindred his Deſign, fear- 
ing leſt his wn Miſcarriages ſhould take Wind, when 
the King was got on the Frontiers: This, they ſay, 
put a Stop to the Levies that were making in Aragon 
and Caſtile, and damp'd the Courage of thoſe who 
were actually in Arms. 55 

Whether this was the Effect or no, tis certain, the 
Duke 4 Olwarer had ſufficient Reaſon to be conſcious, 
knowing, that the Grandees of Spain watchd for an 
Opportunity to. diſlodge him from the King's Breaſt. 
But, it is ſtrange, that he ſhould-at ſuch a Time, ne- 
glect any Thing that might confirm him in, his Ma- 
ſter's Favour, as the ſaving of Perpignan muft needs 
have done: All the Succeſſes and Miſcarriages of the 
State, in Peace or War, being attributed to the Favou. 
rite Miniſler. 

Where ever the Fault lies, I have heard no Man 
yet cond2mn the Governor of the Town, Tis ſaid, he 
has given all the Marks of a Valiant Soldier, a pru- 
dent Commander, and a faithful Subject. Theſe Vir- 
tues are to be honoured, even in an Enemy. 

They report, that the Spaniſb King put a kind of 
ſuperſtitious Confidence in the Marguis d' Avila, 
becaaſe one of the ſame Family and Title, had for- 
merly defended the Place to Extremity, untill the 
Siege was raiſed, An Virtue is not inherent. 
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in Names, nor Victory entailed to all of the ſame 


Blood, Both the one and the other are owing, in 


a great Meaſure to Providence and Chance. The 
Romans did not gain more in the Carthaginian War, 
under the Conduct of Scipio the African, than they 
loſt afterwards, when another of that Name was 
General of their Army. | 

"Tis faid, the Duke d4Olwarez is ſeized with a 
Phrenzy upon the Loſs of this Town, or at leaſt, 
counterfeits one. I do not aſſert this as a Truth, 
illuſtrious Kaimacham, but to ſhew thee how Peo- 
ple are addicted to cenſure, not only the Miſcar- 
riages of great Men, but the very Regrets which 
attend their Misfortunes ; as if it were a Crime in 
them, to mourn for the Calamities which they could 
not prevent. 

In the mean time, Cardinal Richlien has weather'd 
a Tempeſt raiſed againſt him, by the Duke of Or- 
leans, and his Party: As if the Fate of theſe two 


Miniflers ran counter, and One muſt riſe by the 


Others Fall. | 
Olivarez had laid a Train for Cardinal Richlieu'; 


Deſtruction, but fell into it himſelf. He had cor- 


rupted one of the Cardinals Creatures, who aſſocia- 
— himſelf with the Duke of Bouillon, and the Duke 
of Orleans. Beſides private Grudges, they all ſuſ- 
pected the Cardinal, as deſigning upon the King's 
Death to take the Regency into his own Hands. They 
acquaint Olivarez with their Grievances, and enter 
into a private League wirh him. He, in Hopes to 
rend the Kingdom of France into fatal Diviſions, as 
well as to ruin the Cardinal, agrees to furniſh the 
Conſpirators with twelve thouſand For, and three 
thouſand Horſe. Sedan was to be the Rendezvous of 
this Army. | | 
But Cardinal Richlieu, whom no Secret could 
eſcape, ſoon diſcovered the Plot, and acquaints the 


King with it; who forthwith cauſed the Conſpi- 
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rators to be ſeized, impriſoned, and two of their 


Heads to be cut off; the reſt were pardon'd on Con- 
ditions of Surrender, and perpetual Baniſhment from 
the King's Preſence, ; 

This happen'd much about the Time that Perpignan 
ſurrendred, which was on the ninth of the Moon Rebiul. 


A little before, the Conſpirators had ſo obſcur'd 


the Cardinals Credit at the Court, that the King 
denied him a Viſit, when requeſted, in his Sick- 
neſs ; upon which the Cardinal withdrew himſelf. 
But the King was quickly glad to follow him; 
having no other Refuge in the midſt of his Preſ- 
ſures, but him who was Maſter of all the Hearts, 
both of his Subjects and Allies. At that time, the 
Count de Guiſche was defeated in Flanders, and 
the Parifans were apprehenſive, that Don Franciſco 


de Mels would bring his Forces into the Bowels of 


France. None was able to extricate the King out 
of ſo many Troubles, but the Chief Minifter> Thus 


by a fortunate Concurrence of Events, the Cardinat- 


is reſtored to his Maſter's Favour, ſees his Foreign 
Enemies humbled, Perpignan taken, and his Dome- 
ſick Foes cut eff and baffled. 

I pray God, whoſe Eye is over the My/ulman Em- 
pire, to preſerve thee from all the Machinations of 
thine Enemies, and make thee to ſhine bright in the 


. Favour of the Grand Signior. 


Paris, 12th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER XXXI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 
{HY Letter with Carca's Journal, is come aſe 
to my Hands, and the Ring which he be- 
| _E4 queathed 
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queath'd me. That Legacy demonſtrates his Affecti- 
on, and that I have not ill deſerved of him; For the 
Actions of dying Mer are void of Diſguiſe. 

His Memoirs will be of great Service to me, contain- 
ing a more ancient Hiſtory of the German Court, from 
the Year 1600, tothe Time of his Death, that I have 
yet ſeen extant. I am not unacquainted with Relati- 
ons of this Kind. The Europeans make their Hiſtories 


ſpeak what their Affection or Fear ſuggeſts, rather 


than the Truth. The Liberty of Printing has de- 
bauched the Integrity of moſt Writers, they fludy 
rather to pleaſe than inform the Age. For this Reaſon, 
1 reject the greateſt Part of modern Hiſtory ; coveting 
only the Manu/cripts of ſuch as Carcoa. He peaks 
impartially, having no other Byaſs, than the Service 
which he owed to the Grand Signior. 

I ſpeak this for thy Encouragement and Direction, 
who ſucceeded that honeſt old Man in his Poſt, When 
thou committeſt any of thy Obſervations to Paper, let 
them be of Things remarkable and true. 

The Banker, to whom thou didſt addreſs the Bill 
for my Payment, made a Demur at firſt, but Eliachin 
clear'd up his Doubts. I defire thee to order Matters 
ſo hereafter, that I may not be taken for a Cheat: 
That may prove of ill Conſequence to us all. I would 
not have any ſiniſter Accident ſtarted, which might 
make the French ſuſpe&t me. One Misfortune ſeldom 
goes without Attendance. The leaſt Blemiſh upon a 
Man's Credit, ſtraight infefts the Air. He whoſe Re- 
putation is blaſted, is ſuſpeAed and ſhunn'd like a 
walking Peſtilence. | 5p 

Thou wilt do well to prevent theſe Miſchiefs, by 
thy Care and Foreſight. Take in good Part this Ad- 
vice from Mahmut, who ſtudies his Maſter's Intereſt, 
not bis . Adem. Fa 


Paris, 1 5th of the 11th Mon, 
F the Year 1642. * 8 | 
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| LETTER XXXII. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the True 
and Undefiled Faith. 


THOU that art Light to the Blind; the Pole- 
Star to them that are bewilder'd in an Ocean 
of Uncertainties ; the Sanctuary of the Mind, batter'd 
with a Tempeſt of vain Opinions ; tell me why it is 
Blaſphemy to ſay, that God has already taken Fleſh, 
(as the Chriſtians believe) ſince our Holy Prophet: him- 
elf avouches, that God ſhall afſume a Body at the Re- 
ſurrection. I approach thy Sacred Palace, with burning 
Coals on my Head, with fervent and inflamed Zeal 
in my Heart ; caſt a gracious Eye on thy Suppliant. 
Reſolve my Doubts ; diſſipate the Miſts which cloud 
my anxious Soul, and reſtore me to a right Mind. 

If a Body be compatible with the Divine Effnce, it 
ſeems not to me a Blaſphemy in the Chriſtians, to 
aſſert the Incarnation of the Word, whom our Holy 
Prophet calls alſo the Breath of God If. this Breath 
or Word of God, be not of the Eſſence of the Divinity, 
why is that Part of the Chri/ftian Goſpel had in ſuch 
Reverence by the Faithful Muſſulmans, where it is ſaid, 
In the Beginning was the WO RD, and the WORD 
evas with God, and God was the WORD? If the 
WORD be of the Eſſence of God, then it will neceſ- 
farily follow, that God has taken a human Bedy, ſince 
our Holy Prophet calls him the Word of God, whom the 
Chriſtians adore for God Iacarnate. Bear with my 
Weakneſs and Iinpprtunity, and if'l err, correct me 
in thy Wiſdom. And'yet, let not theſe ſeem ſo much 
my Scruples, as the Arguments of Chri/ians, whom 1 

would gladly convince of their Here/y-; but it muſt be 
with ſolid Reaſon. , | 
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Let not my Lord be angry if I ask one Queſtion 
more: Our Holy Doors teach, that the dark Spots 
in the Moon were made, when the Angel Gabriel 
flew by, and brufh'd the Moon with ane of his 
Wings : I ask how great that Wing was, that could 
make an Impreſſion reat, as to be conſpicuous 
to us at this prodigious Diſtance ? Or, is Gabriel to 
be numbred among thofe lofty Angel, who can 
ſtride from one Star to anether? If he be, Was 
there not Room enough in the vaſt endleſs Skies, or 
did he loſe his Way through untrack'd Orbs, or did 
he chance to wink in his Career, that he ſhould thus 
unfortunately daſh the paler Lamp of Heaven? If 
he be one of thoſe foremention'd mighty tall and 
wide-ſtretch'd Azge/s, how came he to be con- 
tracted, when he viſited Mary the Mother of Fefus in 


her Cloſet, and preſented her with a Roſe that grew. 


in Paradiſe ? 
Anſwer me this, O Sovereign Orarle of ruth, 
fince my Ears are frequently invaded with fuch Ob. 
joctions and blaſphemeus Jeſts, by theſe Nadel.. 
How can I hear our Holy Law abuſed, and not burn 
in Spirit? Tell me, I pray, how I ſball filence 
theſe bold Diſputers, theſe Mockers of the Book of 
Glory. Think not this a frivolous Queſtion, and 
Impertinent to Religion; for thele Weſtern People 
are ſagacious and ſubtle; if they can find one Flaw 
in the Holy Alcoran, they'll cry down all the reſt as 
falſe and an Impoſture ;_at the very Thought of which 
Blaſphemy, my Heart trembles. | 
ot long ago, a famous Afronomer ſhew'd me in 
a Teleſcope the Globe of the Moon, through which 
it ſeem'd to me an Opake Body, like the Earth we 
tread on; and he affirm'd it to be fo, giving me 
Mathematical Demonſtrations for it; telling me al- 
ſo, it was Habitable as our Globe; and, that the 
Difference of the brighter and more obſcure Parts 
of the Moon conſiſted only in this, that the one 
* | * Was 
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was firm Land, the other fluid Waters; and, if 1 
may believe my Eyes, when aided by that Oprick In- 
ſtrument, it is no otherwiſe than as he ſaid. 

This Aſtronomer is renowned throughout the 
Weftern World, being eſteemed the beſt Philoſepher. 
that ever wrote of natura/ Things, His Name is 
Renatus des Cartes. I have been often converſant 
with him, and took unſpeakable Delight in his re- 
fined Notions of the World. He is as dextrous at 
unravelling the Contexture of the very Elements, 
as tho* he had ſtood by the Eternal Artif, when he 
extracted them from the rude Chaos, The mi- 
nuteſt Particle of Matter, which is to the Eye of 
other Men inviſible, appears to him in its proper Fi- 
gure; he talks as familiarly of globous, ſquare, and 
triangular Atoms, as tho' he had a pair of Com- 
paſſes to take their true Dimenfions by. Were not 
this admirable Genius ftain'd. with great Impiety, in 
that he mocks the Book of Glory, the Holy Alcoran, 
true Guide to Paradiſe, I ſhould believe he was in. 

from above. | | 

One Day diſcourſing about the Body of the Moon, 
he broke out into this blaſphemous Jeſt, h Arabian 
Impoſtor, ſaid- he, might as well habe made his Fol- 
lowers believe what we prate o Children, That there 
is a Man in the Moon with a Bundle of Faggots on his 
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Got graitt' I may be one of thoſe; who ſhall hear 
the Angel Mthariel read Lectures of divine Knowledge 
in Paras. , 
Paris, zcch F thr rith Mn 
| le es. Len bs 
e LETTER 


„„ — In: ES — — — ww, 
_— - — — + 1 — 


— 
* 1 
2 > a” 
1 — * 
2 —— DM. 


84 Lerrtexs Hrit by Vol. II. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Polt. 


Am acquainted with a Greek Merchant in Paris, 

who formerly lived in one of thoſe pleaſant and: 
which lie about four Leagues from Cenſtantinople, being 
ſituated in the Propontis. 

Asking him one Day, whether Trading was the 
Motive which induc'd him to quit thoſe Paradiſes upon 
Earth, and exchange them for the Stench and Noiſe 
of this populous City; he replied, that he had ſuffici- 
ent to make his Life happy in the Place of his Na- 


tivity, being Maſter of a good Eſtate, and of many 


ſruitful Vineyards, having alſo Houſes there which 
might vie with the moſt delightful Chio/es of the Mu/- 
ſulman Grandees : But, that the Fenizaries and other 
looſe Mahometans frequenting thoſe Mands, and eſpeci- 
ally that wherein he dwelt, committed fo many Out- 
rages, when heated with Wine, as render'd his Life 
5 ; for they would in theſe drunken Fro- 
licks, domineer as though. they were Lord; of the 
land, ſeizing upon whatſoever pleaſed them, ſpoil his 
Goods, and beat him like a Slave ; and if he mildly 


' remonſtrated to them the Injuries they had done him, 


they would give him no other Satisfaction but Oaths 
and Curſes. ; 

Theſe Calamities made him ſell his Eſtate, and tra- 
vel into theſe Countries, where he might enjoy himſelf 
with more Liberty, Profit and Eaſe. 

It is a Diſhonour to the Ottoman Port, the Seat of 
Juſtice, the Sanctuary of the World, to ſuffer ſuch 
Diſorders to be committed without due Chaſtiſement, 
within Sight of the Serag/io, and by thoſe who have the 
Honour to guard the Perſon of the Sultan, 


N 
I repreſent theſe Things to thee, knowing th . 
ice will adminiſter a ſpeedy Remedy to theſe 2 
h | > ſtempers 
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ſtempers of the Soldiery. Otherwiſe ſhould they be 
ſuffered to go unpuniſhed, we may expect that not only 
theſe {ſand}, but all Græcia will in Time be diſpeo- 
pled. 75 


Paris, 25th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 


n. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


To Cara Haly, the Phy/ician, at Conſtan- 
| ſtinople. 


Uffer me to converſe with thee after the Manner 

of Friends, with Freedom and Familiarity. I 
have often diſcovered to thee the Diſtempers of my 
Body, now I will reveal thoſe more dangerous Ones 
of my Mind And I know not, whether they are 
Diſtempers or Cures of ſuch. I have writ to the Mufti 
on the ſame Subject, in Part, but with Caution and 
Reſerve: With thee I deal frankly, and pour into thy 
Boſom the Secrets of my Heart. 

I am diſlatisfy'd in many Things pertaining to Re- 
ligion. Tis true, I cannot think or ſpeak of our 
holy Prophet, but with infinite Attach and Venera- 
tion; yet I owe ſomething to my Reaſen. I will 
believe the Meſſenger of God was True and PerfeQt ; 
but is it a Crime to think, his Succeſſors were but 
Men, ſubje&t to Frailty and Error? Their Diviſt- 
ons, immediately after the Death of our Great 
Laaugiver, jutifi this Reflection, ſince the fatal 
Schiſm continues to this Day. Either the Perſiant, 
or we muſt be in the wrong. Grant which thou 
wilt, it follows, that the Truth was no ſooner ſown 
in the World, but it ſprang up in mortal Herefies 3 
and, I find no other Aſſurance that we are in the 

Rght, 
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Right, but the Aſſertien of our Doctors, the Fol- 
lowers of Oſman and Ebubecher ; who, for ought I 
know, are no- more exempted from Error, than the 


Diſciples of Hach. Both Sides believe the holy Pro. 


phet, yet both at infinite Diſtance in their Interpre- 
fations of his Law. Each Party boaſts they have the 
true Senſe of the Divine Oracles, and curſes the 
oppoſite for MHereticks. Trath cannot be repugnant 


to it ſelf. 


From this original Schiſm, well near a hundred fe. 
veral Sed, have ſprung, each maintaining different 
Interpretations of the Law. While Truth' can be 
but one, where ſhall a Man be ſure to find it amongſt 
ſo many Pretenders to it? | 

Think not that I am going to turn Chriſtian, be- 
cauſe of this Libery I take to ſearch for Tr#th:; For, 
the Cafe is the ſame, or worſe among them. | 

Jeſus (whom our holy Prophet calls the Breath and 
Word of God, The Reformer of the Law of Moles, 
knowing the Secrets of Hearts, and working Miracle) 
d. to the Fews Repentance, good Works, the 

eſurrection of the Dead, the Day of Judgment, 
the Foys of Parariſe, and the Torments of Hell. He 
choſe twelve Diſciples to diſperſe his Doctrine over 
the World. But they likewiſe had Diſſenſions among 
themſelves, after that Go had taken the Meſfas up 
to Paradiſe ; each Apoſtle leaving different Traditions 
behind him in the Countries where he. taught, 
Hence ſprung the Difference between the Churches 
of the Eaft and Weſt, and thoſe in Aibopia. One 
following Peter and Paul, another believing John, 
the third defending the Traditions of Matthew. 
And from theſe greater Schi/ms, have ſprung innu- 
merable ſmaller Sec and Herefies : Each Church and 
Party Excommunicating, Damning and Curſing all 
the reſt ; yet all believe they ſhall be ſaved 

Thus is the World at Odds about Religion, per- 
Tcuting, biting and: devouring one another, be 
Hl” Us caule 
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cauſe they cannot all think alike. A ſingular Argu- 
ment of Religion, and a ſpecial Encouragement to 
gain Proſelytes. | 

Theſe Conſiderations have made me a Sceptich, in 


controverted Points of Faith and Matters of Opini- 


on. Only in this I am fixed, that I believe in Ore 
Eternal God, and reverence his holy Meſſengers and 
Prophets. But, if an Angel from Heaven ſhould tell 
me monſtrous and incredible Stories, of Things re- 
pugnant to the common Senſe and Reaſon of all Man- 
kind, I would defire him to excuſe me if I ſuſpended 
my Belief. | 

I admire the Golden Age, when the infant World 
had not yet learn'd Bi ; when human Reaſon 
was not corrupted with divine Fables; and natural 
Conſcience, was the Oracle to which all reſorted for 
Solution of their Doubts ; before Superſtiton had 
begun to drels the Deity in frightful, uncouth Shapes : 
Then harmleſs Innocence could ſhew her naked 
Face, which now is fain to go diſguiſed. No Man 
was put to Death for Words or Thoughts of "Things 
above his Reach. No crafty Numa then had fobb'd 
upon the credulous People his feign'd Ægeria; nor 
olden-tongu'd Pythagoras, could impoſe the forged 
Whiſpers of his Eagle on the filly Crotonians for ſa- 
cred Oracles, No Wonder-working Magician had led 
the Rabble by the Noſe with his infernal Juggle : But, 
pure and: undebauch'd Reaſon taught Men .to lead 


immortal Lives on Farth. 

Tell me, Oh learned Haly! can't thou believe, 
that the divine Architect had no other Way to 
make Man, than by laying bim a thouſand Years 
broiling in the Sun ? Or, that there is an Apple- 
Tree growing very near the Throne of God? Or, 
that the Angels can itride ſome hundred Thouſands 


of Miles at once? Can we not go to Paradiſe, un- 


leſs we ſwallow theſe ſtrange Notions ? Is it not e- 
nough to believe in God and Mabomet his Prophet, 
Except 
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except we will receive all for Truth, which the Doct- 


. ors tell us? 1 faſt and pray at the appointed Times, 


and ſometimes oftner ; I give Alms; I love all the 
Creatures of Goa, that remain in his Love; I am not 

uilty of Theft, Murder, nor Adultery ; I never for- 
wore my ſelf, nor bore falſe Witneſs : Yet, when I 
am recollected, I think my ſelf the worſt of all Men; 
I think of every Peccadillo I commit, with inexpreſſi- 
ble Regret. If all this is not ſufficient to acquit me a 
true and good Mu/ulman ; no Man, I hope. will blame 


me, if I join with an eminent Man in theſe We/tern 


Parts, and wiſh my Soul among the Phile/ephers. 


Paris, 25th f the 11th Mon, 
of the Year 1642. 


— The End of the Firſt Book. 
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To the Kaimacham. 


HOU mayeſt remember a Letter I fent 
thee concerning the Death of Mary de 
Medicis, Quee Mother and Dowager of 
France, wherein J alſo ſpoke of the ſud- 


| den Sickneſs of the Cardinal of Richie, with the Re- 


port, Opinions, and Prophecies divulged on that Ac- 


count. What Spirit ſoever inſpired thoſe Prophets, "tis 


certain, the Event juſtifies their Predictions For the. 
Cardinal died this very Day, being the 4th of the 
laſt Moon in the Year, at his Palace in this City, being 
not full fifty eight Years of Age, , 

am 
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I am not very credulous of Apparitions, Ghoſts» 


and ſuch like Themes of vulgar Superitition : Yet, 


*tis evident, the Cardinal never lived to fee the 
common New Years. Day, nor the fifty eighth Year 
of his Life, as they ſay the Queen's Ghoſt ſoretold 


him. 


Some that have been curious in examining his Pe- 
digree, tell me, that his Progenitors were allied to one 
of the Kings of France. However, *tis certain, that 
he was deſcended of an ancient and honourable Fami- 
ly, of above five hundred Years ſtanding and Emi- 
nence in that Kingdom. 


— 
He had his Education in the Univerfity of Paris, 


where he attained the Degree of Doctor of the Sor- 
bonne; a Dignity much eſteemed, in Fance, and moſt 
Parts of Chriſtendom, except in Pome, which Court is 
jealous of the Sorbonnifts, becauſe they have ſome- 
times decreed in Prejudice of the Pope's Authority, 
and the Grandeur of the Reman Court. 

| Aﬀer this he was made a Biſtep, then Almoner 
of France, next Secretary of State, in which Sta- 
tion he acquitted himſelf ſo happily that the King 
procured him the Dignity of a Cardinal. There 
are none of the Miniſters of the Divan but know, 
that a Cardinal is one of the Princes of the Roman 
Church. 

During theſe ſeveral Stairs of Preſerment, he had 
ſignalized his great Abilities, in negotiating Affair 
of greateſt Moment. Yet, in nothing did the Dex- 
terity of his Wit appear more, than in reconciling 
the Miſunderſtanding between the King and the Qveen- 
Mother. Whereby, he gained much upon both their 
Affections; ſo that in a little Time, he was made 
the Principal . Minifler of State, and Chief Dire&or 
of the Government ; having a Guard of Soldiers ap- 


pointed to attend his Perſon. 


Then he was made Superintendant of the Marin 
Aﬀairs ; after this, Gereralifimo of the Armies. 2 
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that he ſeemed to have monopolized all Command 0 
both in Church and State by Sea and Land. A 
It was impoſſible for him to eſcape the envious | 
Eyes of the, Grandees; nay, the Qucen- Mother her 
ſelf, who firſt raiſed him, began now to grow jea- i 
lous of his great Power : But eſpecially the Princes N 
of the Blood were highly offended at him. The 
Count of Soifſons ſtomach'd the Indignity the Carai- 
val had offer d him, in propoſing the Marriage of 


his Daughter. The Duke of Orleans ſuſpected his De- 
ſigns upon the Regency, Yet all their Conſpiracies 
© againſt him proved ineffectual. For neither by pub - | 
© lick Arms, nor private Machinations, could they | 
ever prevail againſt the fixed Deſtiny of this great | 
# Minifler ; who, tho? he had been often attempted to | 
be poyſon'd, piſtol'd, and ſtabb'd, yet died quietly | 
in his Bed, having a little before received a Vifit from 
© the King. 

+ TI will not preſume to make Corollaries or Gloſſes 
on theſe Things, as tho' I were able to inſtruct thee, 
© whole Wiſdom and Experience renders thee a fit | 
© Oracle for the greateſt Princes to reſort to in time . 
of Need. ILonly ſend thee bare Matter of Fact; and i 
together with an Account of the Cardinal's Death, 1 
Ja brief Abſtract of his Life, as I received it from one ' 
| of the moſt obſerving and knowing Men in the J. 
Hench Court | | 1 
I wiſh thee Health, Long Life, and Happineſs, | | 


Paris, 4th 9 * the laſt Moon, | : 
of the Year 1642. £4 
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LET TERX 1b 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


Have ſent to the Kaimacham, an Account of the 
Death of Cardinal Richlieu, with ſome Paſlages 
relating thereto, wherewith I thought it not proper 10 


Interrupt thy diviner Thoughts. 


This Great Miniſter died the fourth of this Inſtant 


Moon, being the laſt of the Year, in his Palace at Pa. 


ris, His Body is interred in the Chapel of the College 
of Sorbonne, where he finiſhed his Studies, and at- 
tained the Degree of Dofor in Theology, He has left 
behind kim a prodigious Eſtate, amounting to a Milli- 


on of Crowns Yearly, which he has bequeathed in 


Legacies to his Kindred, Friends, and Creatures, 
And, as a particular Demonſtration of his Gratitude to 
the King, he has made him Heir of his Cardinal. Pa- 


lace in this City, with all the Plate and Furniture in 


it. And, at the laſt Viſit the King made him (which 
was a little before his Death) he preſented him with a 
Stone worth a hundred thouſand Crowns of Gold, 
Upon which, tis diſcourſed, that the King will ſettle 


a yearly Revenue on a certain Number of the Sorben. 
riſts, to celebrate Maſs daily for the CardinaP's Scul, 


during the Space of one Year, and once a Year after- 
wards on the Day that he died. For, theſe Infidel; 
approach thus near the rue and undefiled Faith, in that 
they have Hopes of Immortality, believing. the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead, and that the Prayers, Alms, and 
good Works of the Living, do attone for the Sins of 
the 1 as our holy Doctors teach, and, as 
we Practice of the Muſſulmans throughout the 
orld. | 


This 
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This Cardinal was richly endowed by Nature, 
having a firm Intel ect, vigorous Spirit, quick Ap- 
prehenſion, ſolid Judgment, faithful Memory, and a 
moſt prevailing Way of Diſcourſe. A Man highly 
ſerviceable to his King and Country; and therefore 
deſerving better of the French than thoſe ſcandalous 
Reports and Libels which were every where in- 
duftriouſly ſpread abroad, to leſſen his Fame. Vet, 
there wanted not thdſe who ſtrewed Flowers on his 
Grave, and perfumed his Aſhes with Eucomiums, and 
Panegyricks, In this he ſhared the common Fate of 
the Great, that he was malign'd and envied Living, 
but honour'd with the Tears 0 his very Enemies when 
Dead. 

There is one Fault to be found in his Conduct, 
without appearing too cenſorious, that he being a 
Man conſecrated to the Service of the Altar, ſhould 
ſo oſten take the Field, and diveſting himſelf of the 
peaceful Robes of Religian, ſhould cloath himfelf 
in Steel, delighting more in the Smell of Gun- 
powder than that of Incenſe, and preterring the 
Noiſe of War, to the Hymns and Antiphons of the 
Church : Not that Religion is incompatible with 
Valour ; and to fight for one's Country, is not as 
lawful and as pious, as to pray for its Proſperity. 
Our Holy Law, the celeſtial Pattern of Truth to the 
World, exhorts us to Courage. And all true Belie- 
ve are aſſured of the Joys of Paradiſe, of unfa- 
ding Crowns, and eternal Felicities, if they loſe 
their Lives in Defence of the /acred Empire, and 
the Book of Glory: Our immortal Lawgiver, giving 
us his own Example, when he laid the Foundation 
of the greateſt and molt illuitrious Empire in the 


World, in the Waunds of his Enemies, cementing the 


Work with the Blood of Millions of Infide/s. Nor 
has the Superſt ructure been carried on by any other 
Methods, than thoſe of perpetual War with the 
Nations who will not ſubmit to our victorious Sul- 
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tan, the invincible Lord of the Earth. But, the 
Meſſenger of God never required the Inaum's or Dey. 
wiſes to take the Field; leaving Arms only to ſecular 
Men, and the Alcorar to the Religious. | 

I forget that I am fpeaking to him, whoſe Repoſe 
and Tranquility is the ſpecial Care of Heaven, who 
is not to be diſturbed by Emperors. Therefore, in 
profound Reverence, I ſalute thy Holizg/s with a du- 
tiful Obeiſance, and ſo withdraw my Pen. 


Paris, 4th of the laſt Moon, 
of the Year 1042. 


> 


LT ELK Ut. 


To Jaſmir Sgire Rugial, an Aftrologer at 
Aleppo, 


—— — 


H OU needeſt not be aſhamed of thy Name, 
though it denotes the Dwarfiſhneſs of thy Bo- 
dy. That Jittle Epitome of human Stature, is ex 
quiſitely regular. Nature in framing it has ſhewed 
her Skill in Proportions, though ſhe ſeems to have 


made it too narrow for thy Soul. In this, thou 


art obliged to her for thy Knowledge; thy Mind 
heing uneaſy in its diminutive Habitation, 1s for 
that Reaſon ſeldom at Home. Thy Soul is a perfect 
Night-walker ; when other Men are a-bed and a- 
ſleep, thou art taking thy Rounds among the Stars, 
Thou art become a Spy upon the Planets ; if ary 
of them make but a falſe Step, thou telleit the 
World of it. Thou art a Pimp to all their amorous 
Aſignations and Conjundtions, and Vulcan him- 
ſelf never ſo often expoſed the Intrigues of Mars 
and Venus, as tha haſt done. But, I would have 


thee beware leit they revenge themſelves on 2 
| ome 
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ſome time or- other, as they did upon one of thy 


Profeſſion, by ſtirring up a certain King to take away 


his Life. He was a bold Fellow, and pretended 
great Familiarity with the Stars. One Day he came 
to the King, and told him, he had exactly calcu- 
lated his Nativity ; and by his Obſervation from 
thence, according to the Rules of Art, had diſcover'd, 
that he ſhould not live out that Year. 'The King 
replied, I will prove, That my Skill is greater than 
(line; for I know the very Hour of thy Death, awhich 
ts nowpreci ſely, and which all thy Knowledge in Aſtro- 
logy could newer foreſee, nor be able to prevent. So. 
he commanded his Head to be immediately cut off. 
I would not have thy Star-gazing ſo ſuddenly ſpoil'd; 
tho? they ſay, thou haſt ventured to talk ſomewhat 
too largely. | 

* Fudi:ial Aflrology ſeems in a great Meaſure, ob- 
liged to Superſtition, for the Credit it has gained 
among Men; and, the Latin Proverb ſays, A wiſe Man 


Fall over-rule the Stars. For my Part, I would ra. 


ther counſel thee to follow thy old Recreation, of 
teaching Pigeons to be Letter-Carriers, Yet I would 
not have thee from thence, think of building Caſtles 
in the Air, like Ap; nor of flying to the Mon by 
the Help of a Team of Geeſe, in Imitation of Do- 
mingo Gonſales. 

But, fince I am got among the Birds, which thou 
art ſo much delighted in; before I take my Leave, 
I wiſh thee as good Fortune with thy winged Diſ- 
ciples, asj the Roman Cobler had, who taught a 
Parrot, to ſalute the Emperor as he went along the 
Street, with theſe Words, Hail Caſar; which the 
Emperor hearing gave him a Royal Price for his 
Parrot. 'The poor Man overjoyed at his good Luck 
got another- Parrot, and attempted to teach her in 
the ſame manner,; but, having taken much incfte- 
tual Pains, he uſed to fret, and ſay, I Have /-/t my 
Labour. Yet at length, by daily repeating theſe 


Words, 
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Words, the Parrot had learned both Sentences, and, 
the next Time the Emperor came by, it ſaid, Hail 
Czſar 7 to which the Emperor replied, I have enough 
Such Flatterers at Homes the Parrot having her Leſ- 


ſon perfect, rejoin'd, 1hawe loft my Labour; Which the 
Emperor hearing, and pleas'd with the Novelty, 
bought this alſo, and ſettled a generous Penſion on the 
Man d.ring his Life. 

If thou could'it by ſome lucky Contingency, fell 


thy Pigions at ſuch a Rate to Sultan Ibrahim, thy 


Time would be better ſpent, than in playing the Mer. 
cury, and bringing News from the Stars. But then 
thy Pigeons mult be better bred, than was that which 
was ſent to the Soph; of Perfia with a Meſſage from 


Babylon, when the late inwincible Sultan Amurath be- 
ſieged it; for, the feather'4 Courier inſtead of flying 


to the Perſian Camp, took up ſhort by the Way, and 


perching on the Pavilion of the Vixir Azem, was forth- 
with ſhot, and the ſecret Neceſſities of the City were 
expoſed to the Otloman Army. 


May ſuch Fate always attend I:fide!s and Hereticli, 
when they take up Arms againſt te Mſulman Empire. 
Adieu. 


Paris, toth of the laſl Aeon, 
” of the Wear 1642. 


LETTER Iv. 
To the Grand Signior's Chief Treaſurer. 


HOU telleſt me the Miniſters of the Supreme 
Divan, accuſe me of Negligence, in not writ: 


ing often, and Things of Import:nce. In my. 


Opiazon, thou thy ſef haſt molt Reaſon to com- 
Plain on this Score, ſince I have net ſent a Letter 
| 0 
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to thee theſe four Moon:; in which Time, not one 
of the reft but has received ſeveral from me. 
Would they have me coin News? Would they have 


me amuſe them with Relations of Things which ne- 


ver had any Exiſtence? I have not failed hitherto 
to communicate to the Port all the Intelligences I 
have received: But they ought to conſider, that the 
Winter affords little of Action. Time, the Devourer 
of all Things, has almoſt ſwallowed up the Year; 
only this laſt Moon ſeems to, be pickled in Ice for a 
Deſſert. We. are here up to the Knees in Snow : And 
the greateſt Warriors find it beſt encamping by the 


Fire- ſide. 


Here is a Rumour, that the King of Perſia is 
Dead. They ſay alſo, that the Great Mogul will not 


put on Mourning for him, being by his Death ſreed 


from a Storm which threatned to ſubvert all his 
Dominions on this Side of Ganges. * T's added, that 


| he has ſought the Alliance of the Grand Signior, 


with purpoſe to continue the War againſt the young 
King of Perſia, (who has not yet ſeen thirteen Sum- 
mers) and to carry his Forces to the Walls of pa- 
han. It is not lawful for me to dictate to my Sowe- 


reign, Who is the Sole Fudge of the Univerſe ; but 
permit me to gueſs what will be his Conduct in this 
Atfair (if what I have heard be true.) I have no Rea- 
ſon ro think that Sultan Ibrabim will violate the 


Peace, which he has ſo lately concluded with the 


; King of Per/ia, the Articles whereof he carries in his 
Boſom. 


Thou ſeeſt moſt ſerene Baſſa, the Tide of News 


is ſo low, that Mahmut is forced to ſtoop and re- 
ceive it, puddled as it is by the Mouths of the Vul- 
gar. If I acquaint thee with what thou kneweſt 
before, let not the Blame reſt on me, who ought to 
dave received this Intelligence from ſome of the 
Minuiſters of the Sublime Port, which is the Taber- 
| nacle where Fame boos or Reſidence, My whole 


Life, 
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Life, and the beſt of my Spirits are conſecrated to 
the Service of the Grand Signior ; 1 ipare no pains ur 
Colt, whereby I may render my felt effectually uſe. 
ful to the Great Maſter of the Univerſe: I write often 
to the Miniflers of the Divan, who are his Slaves 
as well as I; yet none vouchſaſes me an Anſwer, 
except the Reis Effendi : I received alſo one Letter 
full of Conſolation and Advice, from the Yenerall; 
Ati. Likewiſe Hain Baſa laid his Commands 
on me. Iheſe I efteem my Friends. I would think 
io of all Men, who ſerve Sultan Ibrahim, if they 
would ceaſe to load me with Obloquies. 

T was about to conclude my Letter, when an old 
Courtier interrupts me with the News of the Surren- 
der of Tortona, a ſtrong Lon in Piedmont, poſſeſſed 
by the Spaniards, till now obliged to quit it by the 
French Forces, under the Command of the Duke of 
Longueville. This Place was ſurrendred on the twen- 
ty ſixth of the elventh Moon. 

There has been a long Difference between the 
Princes of the Houſe of Savoy; which is at length 


compoſed by the Marriage of Prince Maurice, Car- 


dinal of Sawvey, with his Niece, the Daughter of the 
Dach Regent. This is that which has warm'd the 
Courage of the French Army, at this frozen Time 
of the Year. bor, upon this Ma.ch, the Cardi- 
nal of Sawvey's Brother, Prince Thomas, joined his 
Forces to the French, and took ſeveral ſtrong Caſtles 


and Towns from the Spaniards, whom before this 


Prince had aſſiſted; and now laſt of all, to wind up 
the Year, they have made themſelves Maſters of this 
Tortona, a Place environed with Rocks and Moyn- 
cams. . 

By which thou may'ſt perceive, that there is no 
Difficulty ſo great which may not be overcome with 
Courage and Perſeverance. | 

1 recommend my ſelf toe thy Protection and Fa- 
vour, illuſtrious Baa. and deſire the Heavens ta 
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remunerate thee with an Increaſe of Joy and Feli 


city, both here and in Paradiſe. 


Paris, 10th of the 12th Min, 
of the Year 1642. 


LETTER V. 
75 Darniſh Mchemet, Baſſa. 


Ince the Death of the Cardinal of Richlieu, here 

is great Caballing, and changing of Places at 
Court. His Succeſſor in the Pilotſhip of the State, 
is Cardinal Julio Mazarini, an Ttalian of a gene- 
rous Extraction. Neither comes he fhort of Nich. 
en, in all thoſe rare Qualities and Endowments, 
which form a compleat Stateſman ; having accom- 
pliſh'd ſeveral Negotiations with great Succeſs and 
Applauſe. \ 

Now the old Officers begin to be caſhier'd, to 
make room for the Creatures of this New M:ni/ter, 
the King abſolutely 'reſigning the Conduct of the 
Publick to him. And, it is no wonder to ſce the 
King thus flexible, if what is privately whiſper'd 
be true, that the Queen has yielded to the Cardinal 
in Points of greater Reſerve, And curious Eyes 
pretend to diſcern the Features of AMazarini in the 
Dauphin's Face, who is not much above four Years 
old, being born in the fifth Day of the ninth Moon, 
in the Year 1638, according to the Chriſtians He- 
gira. The Cardinal is of a grave and majeſtick Aſ- 
ſpect, full-fac'd, having a piercing Eye: He is ſome- 
thing inclined to Fat, being a great Eater, as 
they ſay, | * 

T'other Day he "kad like to have been choak+; 
by a Piece of Beef, one Part of which hung fakt n 
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his Teeth, and the other juſt reach'd' the Paſſage to 
the Lungs ; and, as it were, barring up the Door of 
that Paſſage, hindred his Reſpiration ſo long, that 
his Noſe ſuddenly ſtarted out a bleeding ; his Face 
grew black, and he was ready to drop down dead, 
had not one of his Attendants forcibly thruſt his Fin- 
gers into his Mcuth, and faſtning on the Morel, 
pull'd it out of his Throat. | 

He that is Lord of Life and Death, preſerve thee 
from all Perils, and make thee happy in the Service 
of our Great Maſter ; who will in Time, I hope, curb 
the Inſolence, and puniſh the Vices of theſe gluttonous 


Injidels. 


Paris, 14th of the iſt Moon, 
.of the Year 1643, 


— 


: 4£ET TITER VL 
To Iſouf his Kinſman. 


FW Believe, thou and thy Couſin Solhman, take me 
for a Marriage-Braker, or a Goſſip: Is there no 
Body in Conſtanti nople can inſtruct you how to ma- 
nage your Wives, that you ſend for Counſel to Paris? 
Or do you Jay Snares for me, by extorting ſuch 
Advice, as will draw the Revenge of Women upon 
me ? Believe me, I have no Mind to run the Fate of 
Orpheus, or, that the Tragedy of the Ciconian Wives 
ſhould be acted upon me. S 
I rather expected a compleat Journal of thy Tra- 
vels in the Eat: But, I perceive, thou halt not yet 
received my Letter. Thou talkeſt of going to Ale. 
po in the Spring. If thy Reſolution hold; I deſire 
thee when thou art there, te make an Offering for 


me to Sheh Boubac, the Santone, whoſe Sepulchre 
IF 
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i about a League from that City, a Place of great 
Devotion, and reſorted to from all the Cities in thoſe 
Parts. Without doubt, Wes Boubac is with God; 
and his Prayers are heard for ſuch as honour his 
Virtues, and approach his Sepulchre, to pay their 
Devotions there with Humility and Faith. 

Likewiſe, I defire thee to diſtribute three hun- 
dred Aſpers to the Poor of Aleppo, who beg in the 
Streets for the Sake of Syntana Fiſa. If thou haſt 
not heard of this Female Saint, I will relate to thee 
how ſhe came to be Canomized. This City was the 
Place of her Nativity and Reſidence. When ſhe 
came to the Age of ſixteen Years, ſhe was married 
to a Saphi, calld Griuli Eben Sagran; but, the 
firſt Night, as her Husband was going to Bed with 
her, he fell into a Trance; wherein he ſay Fara- 
diſe open'd, and the Holy Prophet leading Syntana- 
Fiſa, his Wife, in one of the Alleys of Eden. 
Whereby, when he came to himſelf, and miffing 
his Wife, (who was never after to be found) he was 
ſatisſied that ſhe was one of the Daughters of Para 
diſe, Since which time, the People have eſteem'd 
her as a Saint, or rather an incarnate Female Argel. 
'The Moors relate this Story otherwiſe, and make a 
ſecond Mary Magdalen of her; of whom the Gre- 
cians ſay, that ſhe was a common Proſtitute at firſt, 
but on a Time being asked her accuſtomed Favours 
gratis, and for the e of God, ſhe by granting it, 
merited the Grace of Converſion, and ſo became a 
Saint. But, I would not have thee regard this Fable, 
= it be common in the Mouths of the Ignorant at 

eppo. 

f theu beareſt any Reſpect for thy Uncle Mab- 
mut, let me have a proof of it, in giving me an 
Account of thy Travels, I do not require a Chart 
of the Regions through which thou haſt paſs'd ; be- 
ing no Stranger to the Geography of Aſia. Neither 
would I have thee tell me, how many Leagues, 
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Courſes, or Furlongs there are between ſuch and 


-luch Cities. Theſe are the Remarks of every Car- 


tier or Muccerman, But that which I aim at, is to 
know, What Natural, Moral, and Political Obſerva- 
tions thou haſt made, in ſo vaſt a Tract of Ground 
as thou haſt meaſured, comprehending the greateſt 
and moſt celebrated Part of 4/a. 

This is the ſecond Letter I have ſent thee, fince 
thy return to Conflentineple: Let thy Anſwer be 
adequate to my Expectation, In the Huterim, I 
counſel thee firſt to get an abſolute Conqueſt of 
oy, ſelf, and then thou wilt eafily govern thy 
Vile. 

May the moſt high God adjuſt your Differences 
happily, and make your Lives to be as innocent and 
contented, as thoſe of Philemon and Baucis, Thou 
knoweſt the Story, Adieu. 


Paris, zoth of the iſt Meon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LETTER VII. 
To Mahomet, Baſſa of Damaſcus. 


ERE is a Genoeſe Merchant in this City with 

whom I often converſe, as I do with all 
Strangers that are Men of Intelligence, learning 
{ſometimes from them Advices which are not com- 
mon. He tells me, that Manſeur, the youngeſt 
Son of Old Farardine, the brave Emir of Sidon, whom 
his Father had given in Hoſtage to Sultan Amurath, 
is now living in the Court of the Duke of Florence; 
that he eſcaped by the Aſſiſtance of a Grecian Prif, 
from the Caſtle of the Seven Towers, and that the 


Duke of Florence has promiſed to aſſut him N 
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Ships, Men and Money, towards the Recovery of 


his Patrimony. 1 
The French k of his Father, with much Re- 
ſpe, and on of his Misfortuues ; they ſay, 


he was defcended from a Noble Captain, which the 
renowned Gedfrey of Bouloign left in thoſe Parts, 
when he was engaged in the Wars of the Holy Land, 
and that though Facardine wore. a Turkiſh Turbant, 
yet he had- French Blood in- his Veins. They tax 
Amuruth with the Violation of his Oath, in cauſing 
him to be ftrangled, when he had, folemniy ſworn 
to the contrary. And ſome of them are ſo bold 
as to ſay, that if his Son Ali bad not been kil'd 
he would have ſhook the Throne, whoſe Founda- 
tion is deep as the Centre of the Earth, and there- 
fore: cannot be moved without the Diſſolution of the 
Globe. | | | | by 

This Genoeſe brags much aftet the ſam Nature 
of Manſour, who, he ſays, is preſerved by Provi- 
dence to abaſe the Pride of the Ottoman Family, to 
revenge his Father's Blood, and re-eſtabliſh the Dr- 
es in their ancient Poſſeſſion. © ' | 

Suppoſing this News to be true, I judged it my 
Duty to giye thee timely Noice of it, who poſieſſett 
part of his ERate ; leſt he ſhould ſurprize thee, un- 
awares, and ſerve thee as one of his Anceſtors did 
the Damaſcenes, who got from them ſeveral of their 
Towns and Caſtles, when they leaſt dreamt of any 
Invaſion, He will lay claim to Gazer, D' Acre, and 
Saphet, thoſe being torn from his Father in that 
lait Rebellion. In a word, thou would'ſt find 
_ 2 ill Neighbour, ſhould he catch thee unpro- 

ed. ; | 

Should it come to a Tryal, I wiſh thy Soldiers 
may prove more faithful to thee, than did the Ger- 
mans lately under the Command of Leopold Arch- 
Duke of Auftrie, and General Picolomini ; who going 
to relieve Leipfick, beſieged at that time by the 
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Sæbedes, and entring Battle with them, above fix 
thouſand of their Soldiers never diſcharged a Mul- 
ket, or drew a Sword; but gave their Enemies an 
entire Victory, without ſtriking a Stroke. Should 
thy Forces ſerve thee ſo, when Manſour enters thy 
Territories, thou wilt be in Danger of loſing not 
only the ferementioned Towns, but Damaſcus it 
ſelf; a Place fo deliciouſly ſituated, that our 5 
Prophet himſelf durſt nct venture into it, leſt this 
Farthly Paradiſe ſhould tempt him to take up his 
Abode there, and cauſe him to neglett the Hea- 


venly, 

May the great Protector of Kingdoms and Empires, 
preſerve both Damaſcus and the whole Empire, from 
the Fury of Rebels and Infidels. 


Paris, 4th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


* — — 


LETTY > Im 
To the Venerable Mufti, Arbitrator of the 
Problems and Myfleries of Faith. 


"JF Addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, O thou Spring 
of all true Science. I wrote to thee formerly, to 
deſire thy Inſtruction and Aid, in anſwering ſome 
Cavils and Blaſphemies of the Ide. Now | think 
a great Light hath ſhined in my Breatt. Now 1 
think I can anſwer them with Arguments clear and 
intelligible. Nevertheleſs I wil} not walk without 
a Guide. 
Our Life in this tranſitory World, is checquer'd 
with various Intervals of Light and Darkneſs, of 
Knowledge and Ignorance. Sometimes the Sou of 
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Man is bright and ſerene as the Orient, at other 
times wrapp'd up in Clouds and Miſts. Then we 
are as in a Dream and full of Anxiety; we grope 
about for Truth, and ſtumble upon Errors, as in 
the Depth of Night. So fared ic with me, when 
theſe Infidels aſſaulted me with Queſtions and Cavils 
concerning our Holy Law. I heard them with Hor- 
ror and Pain, but knew not how to put them to 
Silence. I fled to thee for Succour, who art inſtruct- 
ed in all Knowledge, true Heir of the Prophetick 
Light. But a Ray from Heaven has prevemed 
thy Anſwer, and I will communicate to thee n.v 
Thoughts. 

God is moſt High, and Incomprehenſible ; we can- 
not overtake him in his Ways. 'The Works of his 
Hands are perfect and full of Wiſdom. Why do 
the Infidels blaſpheme the Eternal? Gabriel, the M. 
ſenger of Gad, bright and glorious, flew through the 
- Heavens ; and to avoid a burning Comet which then 
flamed in the Sky, he took his Courſe too near the 
Orb of the Moon; and, with the end of one of his 
Wings, he bruſk'd the Planet, leaving a Mark of the 
Stroke as a Memorial to the Angels for the future ; 
even as a Sea-mark is placed to give warning of 
Rocks and Sands. | 

The Inaſadeli deride, and ask, How big was Gabriel's 
Ving? Who can meaſure the Works of the Omnipo- 
tent? Let theſe Infidels number but the Atoms that 
cleave to the Soles of their Feet, when they walk 
in ſandy Places! Or, let them weigh the Air that 
is ſhut up in a Bottle! If they cannot perform theſe 
Things which are near them, and within their Reach, 
why do they mock at the Greatneſs of Angels, which 
dwell in the immenſe Heavens. 

They take their Meaſures of Celeſtial Things from 
the narrow Search of their Senſes, which yet fail 
them in common Terreſtrial Objects. If we believe 
our Senſes, they would 7 us that the Mooa 
| 5 12 
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'5 no bigger than a Royal Charger, and the Stars 
have no larger Dimenſions, than a Lamp or Torch: 
Where:s we are aſſured by - Reaſon and Aſtronomi- 
cal Oifervations, that the Moon is little leſs than 
the G obe of the Earth; and that ſome of the 8 ars 
are near a hundred Times bigger. If theſe Orna- 
ments of the Sky, which look at this Diſtance like 
glittering Sparks of Fire, are really of fo prodigious 
a Bulk; why may we not believe, that Angels who 
dwell higher than the higheſt Stars, are much grea. 
ter, and more magnificent Creatures than they? Nay, 
what Incongruity is it to believe, what our Holy Do. 
Jorg teach, that the Angels can ſtride from one Star 

to ancther ? MT 
And now I am plunged thus far in the Depths of 
Nature, ſuffer me to wade yet deeper, nay to ſwim 
in the Abyls of Speculation. I will tell thee my 
Tboughts. The Works of God are Unmeaſurable, 
and there is no Bound or Limit to the Extent of the 
World; 'tis Mi s Thought can foar, endleſs as 
Imagination can travel. Who can tell where the 
Walls of Paradiſe are? Or has any gone the Cir- 
cuit of the Seventh Heaven? Magnificent is the 
Fabrick of God, and the Apartments thereof are 
fall of Majeſty. The Potentates above are Glori- 
rus and mighty; and the Manſions of Angels ſur- 
paſs in Grandeur this viſible World. How great 
then is the Stature of thoſe Angeln? Let net Infidel: 
deride nor think it a Fable; for, the Diſtance be- 
tween the Feet of an Angel is many hundred thou- 
fand Miles, They turn the Celeſſial Orbs about (if 
what the \ Chriftians teach out of Ariffotle 
and other old Philo s be true, when they af 
ſign to each Sphere its particular Angel or Movin; 
Intelligence.) How can this be done, unleſs the Angel. 
were greater and mightier than the Orbs they move? 
"Without all Doubt, the Leſſer is moved of the 
Greater, and the Weaker by the Stronger. Theſe 
| art 
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are Arguments clear and intelligible, and fwch as 
the Infidels cannot Anſwer. Thus ſhall I be able to 
aſſert the Truth againſt the Impious, and to vindi- 
cate the 8 Works of God (the ſtrong and po- 
tent Angels, excelling in Majeſty and Grandeur) from 
the Blaſphemies of the Uncircumciſed. | 

If they ask how the Angel Gabriel (ſince he is of 
ſo prodigious a Stature) could be circumſcribed in the 
Cloſet of Mary the Mather of Feſus? I ask them, 
how the Body of Fefus, which, they: ſay, is in the 
Sacrament. of the Maſs (of which thou art not igno- 
rant) can be circumfcribed within the narrow Com- 
paſs of a Wafer ? Or, how can it be there, and in 
Heaven at the ſame time, which they believe ; nay, 
and in ten thouſand Wafers, in ſo many different Pla- 
ces of the World at one. 

To this fo preſſing an Argument, they have no 
other Anſwer, but, that the Power of God is Infinite 
and his Works Jncomprehenjible, Very well; If he 
be Omnipotent in one Thing, is his Power reftrained 
in another? If the Preſence of the Body of Fejus in 
ſeveral Places at the ſame time, be Jncomprehen/ible, 
ſo is the Appearance of the mighty Angel Gabriel. 
yy the. Oratory of the. Virgin Mary, Incomprehenfibte 


The Nature of Angels is unknown to us Mortal, 
and: the Manner oſ their Appearance. Sufficient it 
u, to bolieve the Divine Oracles, and not to pry into 
the Secrets of C. : L I 
Thus ſhall I confute the Jnfdels, when they cavil 
againſt the Aſcoran ; thus ſhall I ſeal up the polluted 
Lips, and put to- Silence the blaſphemeus Tongues 
of tho Enemies of -Gad and his Prot.. 
Moreover, they ſay, the enger of God has 
promiſed a ſenſual Nurauiſt to the True ' Behiovers, 
becauſe- the «. Book vof -Ghory mentions the Gardens' of 
Eden, Gardens wherein flo many River, Rivers of 
Wine, Milk and Honey, with Trees of alldele&a- 
C19 bl: 
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ble Fruits; and that the Righteous ſhall be cloath- 
ed in Veſts of Purple and Crimſon, repoſing on ſtate - 
ly Beds, and ſhall enjoy the Company of beautiful 
Women, and ſhall be repleniſhed with eternal Fe- 
licity. | | 

Doubtleſs they are blinded with Malice, and 
hood-wink'd by the Spirit of Contradiction; elſe, 
why do they thus cavil at the manifeſt Light of 
Truth, the Doctrine of Faith, the undefil'd Article 
of Glory? They proſeſs to believe the Neſurrection of 
the Body, as well as we : Will they not then believe, 
that God hath provided Pleaſures fuitable to the Bo. 
dy after its Reſurrection, I mean, the Bodies of the 
Jul? Thev tell their Diſciples and Proſely tes dole- 
ful Stories of the Pains of the damned in Hell, as 
burning in Fire and Brimſtone : Nay, . the Book of 
the Goſpel it ſel ſpeaks of a Lake of Sulphur and 
Fire, Are. not theſe Torments to be inflicted on the 
Body, which they own are prepared for the Wick 
ed? And will they deny proportionate Pleaſures to 
the Bodies of the Fuft in Paradiſe? What uſe will 


there be of our Bodies after the Reſurrefion, if not 


to enjoy Bodily Pleaſures, or feel the Rigor of - 
finite Pains ? Doubtleſs, the Ju ſhall be repleniſhed 
with all the Joys, and the Unjuſ# with all the Do- 
lours, of which their Senſes are capable. And this 
they themſelves believe. ; yet theſe -captious - Infidel; 
pick Quarrels with our. Holy Lau giver, and ſay that 
the Paradiſe which he promiſes is fit. for none but 
Fools or Beaſtis. 1-8; 

I have read in Books of Devotion, which the Chri- 
flians uſe, that the Bi in Heaven ſhall be ſa- 
tiated with all manner of Delights, The Eye ſhall 
always behold moſt beautiful Objects ; the Taſte 
ſhall be gratified. with. incredible Sweets ; the Sme!! 
ſhall be pleaſed with all manner of rich Odours and 
Perfumes, far furpaſing the 4dromaticks of Arabia; 
he Ear ſhall hear ſuc 


wonderful Muſick, as one 
only 
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only Strain thereof, were ſufficient to lull all the. 
Hearts of this ſublunary World aſleep : In fine, 
there ſhall be none of their Senſes and Faculties, 
which ſhall not be tranſported and raviſhed, with in- 
finite Delights. What is all this, but ſenfüal Plea- 
ſure? Can there be any plainer Deſcription of bodily 
Enjoyments than this? Why do they then mah- 
ciouſy traduce the Meſſenger of God, and reſiſt the 
Truth ? I 

But they will ſay, that the Pleaſures which they 
ſhall enjoy. aſter the Reſurrection, will be refined and 
ſpiritual as their Bodies ſhall be: Whereas they ſay, 
our Prophet intimates groſs, carnal Enjoyments ; as 
the Company of beautiful Women and ſuch amo- 
rous Delights. | | 

Certainly, they are wilfully blind, and fhut their 
Eyes againſt the Light : or elſe they would eaſily 
fee through the Veil of Allegorie and \ Metaphors 
which our divine Prophet uſes in the Akeran /1o 
adapt the Doctrine of heavenly Things to the dull 
Capacities of Men ; even as all the Prophets and 
Apoſtles having done before him. In the Book of the 
Goſpel, Paradiſe is deſcribed under the Figure of a 
molt magnificent City, built all of Gold and precious 
Stones, with a River flowing by it, and Trees whoſe 
Fruit never \withers,' nor 2 Will 
the Chriſtians take this in the literal Senſe, or do 
they own it to be an A//egory? If the latter, then 
why do they blaſpheme the - Oracles of our 
boly Law-giver, becauſe he deſcribes the Felicities 
of Paradiſe under ſenſible Figures, and Types, 
_ as are moſt apt to work on the Affections of 
| P14. p54 | | | | 

It is not to be thought, that our Enjoyment of 
beautiful Women in Paradiſe, ſhall be attended 
with the leaſt of thoſe” Impurities which ſtain it in 
this Life. Our Pleafures Gall be agreeable to the 
Place whither we go, pure and immaculate. * 
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ſhall: there enjoy*the- Perſection of Beauty, without 
the ſmalleſt Allay of Deſormity; ſo in our Enjoy. 
ment, we ſhall be tranſported with the Height of 
Extaſy, without the leaſt Mixture of Pollution. 

Nor ſhall theſe bodily Delights ſuperſede or - hinder 
our more ſpiritual Enjoyment ; but, both Body and 
Soul ſhall be raviſhed with eternal Felicities. 

Tell me, thou who art the Key of the Trea/ures of 
Truth, whether I am now ſufficiently armed with 
Reaſons, to withſtand the Cavils and ObjeRions 
which the fide/s make againft our holy Law. I have 
laid at thy Feet my Sentiments, ſubmitting all to 
thy. unerring Wiſdom ; vouchſafe to confirm what 
I have well ſaid, and to correct my Errors. And, 
in the midſt of thy divine Ejaculations, glance a 
Thought on the humbleſt of thy Slaves, praying 
for the exild Mabmut, that he may perſervere in 
the true Faith ; and at the End of his Life, may 
taſte the Joys of Paradiſe, which he zealouſſy aflers 
againſt the Infidets. | n 95 


Paris, roth of 'the-2d Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LETTER IX. 
To the: Kaimacham.. 


HEN I informed thee of the Siege of Per- 
Þ pignan, I had not heard of the extraor- 
dinary Honours which were done to the Prince of 
 Margues during that Siege. This Prince was a 
Subject of the King of Spain, and had in Poſſeſſion 
the Town of Monaco. Yet, for ſome: Diſgufis which 
he had received from the Spaniards, he fome Years 
ago had Thoughts of throwing himſelf upon the * 
. | techon 
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tection of the King of France ; but, Difficulties ariſing, 

it took not Effect at that Lime. However, in the 

Year 1641, by the Dexterity of the Governour of 

Provence, he was ſo far wrought upon, that a French 
Garriſon was by his Connivance put inte Monaco, 

and he totally threw oft his Obedience to the King 

of Spain ; and tho' great Offers were made him by 

the Cardinal of Savoy and others, yet he rejected 

all; and to demonſtrate to King Philip, that his Soul 
was altogether French, he ſent him back the Collar 

which was the Badge of his Knighthood, beſtowed 

on him in the Spani/> Court. 

Aſter which, four Galleys of m_ cruiſing ' on 
the Sea before Ville Franche, one of them by the 
Order of the Captain, failed to Monaco, not having 
heard the Revolt of this Place. The Prince in- 
vited the Captain to come a ſhore, and as ſoon as 
he was landed, threeſcore Frenchmen, who lay hid 
in the Boat which carried the, Meſlzge, boarded the 
Galley with admirable Reſolution, killing near 


Veſſel. 
The Prince failed in this Galley to Marſeilles, with 
his Son, who is dignified with the Title of a Mar- 
 queſi; and taking their Way through Provence and 
Languedee, came to the King of France, while he 3.8 
lay with his Army before Perpignan. my 
King Lewis, to whom nothing is more — 44 
than to reward the Merits of brave Men, careſl [ | 
him with extraordinary Demonſtrations of Affecti- 14 
on, and Acknowledgment of his Service; ſending 1% 
his Coaches to meet him on the Way, cauſing his 
Army to appear in Battel Array, entertaining him 
at his own Table, and doing all Things which 
might honour the Arrival of this Prince at his Camp. 
And, to make him amends for the Loſs of his Or- 
der of Knighthood, he inveſted him with that of a 
J 


7 
f 
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Holy Ghoſt ; which, as I have in my former Letters 
told thee, is a fair Step to make one a Peer of 
France. 

I thought good to inform thee of this Paſſage, 
illuſtrious M:nifler,- in whoſe Power it lies, to lift 
up to Dignities and the great Charges of the Empire, 
Men in whom thou perceiveſt a Genius capable of 

reat Undertakings. 

God direct thee in making Choice of ſuch as may 
be effectually ſerviceable to the Grand Signior. 


Paris, 17th. of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


— 


LETTER XR, 
To Achmet Beig. 


T ſeems as if the Jate Revolution in Portugal had 
imbitter'd the Spaniards to deſpair, and ſwell'd 
the Spleen of that Nation with inſupportable Rancour. 
The Loſs, which they cannot hope fairly to recover 
by Arms, they ſeek to revenge by diſhonourable Aſ- 

ſaſſine and Treachery. 93 
The Marquis de Los Velex, the Spaniſh Ambaſia- 
der at the Court of Rome, could not brook to ſee 
there an Ambaſſador from the King of Portugal, 
whom he eſteemed at beſt but a Subject or a 'Tray- 
tor to Philip his Maſter. He tried all Means to pre- 
vent and hinder his Audience with the Pope, and 
- woe demanded, that he might be ſent back into 
ortugal with Diſgrace. But, the Sieur de Fontenay, 
Ambaſſador from France, ſupported and countenanc'd 
the Portugueſe Miniſter, which precipitated the Mar- 
quis de Los Velez, to one of the blackeſt Attempt: 
that has ever ſtain'd the Records of Time. 11 a 
fo 
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Thou art not to learn that the Perſons of Ambaſ- 
ſadors are by the Law of Nations eſteemed Sacred 5 
their Houſes, Sanfuaries ; and whatſoever Injury 
is offered them, is at leaſt accounted a Civil Sacri. 1 l: 
lege, Yet the Spaniſh Ambaſſador finding the Bi/bop Wil, 
of Lamego (ſo was the Portugueſe called proteted [4nd 
and favoured by the French Intereſt, reſolves to / 
leap over the Fences which ſecure the Immunities | '| 
and Safety of his own Function, and to violate the 4 q 
Law without which he himſelf could not ſleep free 1 
ſrom Danger in his Bed. For, being informed that 11 
the Portugeze Aml aſſador was gone to viſit the Sieur Mm 
a. Fontenay, he goes out of his Houſe with a Train | 
of about twenty Men, and covering his deſign with 
a Pretence of going to the Houſe of an eminent 
Cardinal, he takes the ſame Way, as the Portugueze 
Bi/oop was to return to his Houſe. But, the French 
Ambaſſador having Notice that one of the Mar- 
qui/s's Retinue was obſerved to dog the Bi/pep to his 
Palace, and return immediately to his Maſter, ſet 
ſome Spies upon the Marquis: ds Los Velex, who 
brought him Word, that the Margui/s had ordered 
all his Retinue to arm themſelves and follow him. w 


| 
This gave a ſufficient Alarm and Suſpicion to 4. MY. 
Fontenay, fo that he commanded Thirty of his Ser- | 
vants to arm likewiſe, and follow him in ſeparate 8 
Parties, at a Diſtance from one another; being re- ivy 


of France, and to prevent the Deſign of his Enemies. 
No ſooner had the Bi/op of Lamego taken his Coach, 
but Notice was given to the Spaniſb Miniſter. who 
immediately advances toward him, big with the | 
Murder he intended to commit. But, the French 1 
appearing, and falling bri kly on the Spaniards, 
kilbd ſeven of them in a Moment, and broke 
through the reſt, even to the very Coach of the 
Marquiſs, with a Reſolution to make him 3 
d 


ſolved to protect the Portugueze, who was an All i 1 
| 


Maſti of the Chriſtians keeps his Seat. It was never 
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Death he deſigned for the poor Bi/>op: But he had a1 
the Fortune to eſcape into the Palace of a Spanih E 


Cardinal, and fo ſav'd himſelf. 

The Spani/h Ambaſſador aſter this, being nettled at 
his ill Succeſs, and the Favour which the Biſbop of 
Lamego found in that Court, defigned to remove to 
Naples; but. the Pope ſet a Guard on him to 5 
prevent it, till ſuch Time as he had given Hoſtages | 
for 5 Indemnity - of his Nuncie's in Spain and 

aples. 
| Te Neapolition Viceroy being informed of ibeſe 
Proceedings made great Preparations ; and the Sa- 
niards threatned to plunder and burn the City ef 
Rome. But upon more deliberate Thoughts, the 
Ficerey made Shew of Friendſhip to the Pope, offer- 
ing him five thouſand Soldiers to aſſiſt againſt the Duke 
of Parma, thinking by this Fraud, to gain admiſi:- 
on into the Eccięſiaſtick Territories which would fa- 
cilitate the Way to the Satisfaction they aimed at: 
But, the Pope knew how to return the Yicercy's Com- 
ER without hazarding his own Eſtate ; telling 

im, that the Roman Forces were more than ſuffici- 
ent to conquer the Duke, had. he any other Deſigns 
y this Paſſige of te sig Anba/fder, thou 

y this Paſſa - 5 An or, 
may'ſ — the Licentiouſneſs fr the Inf 
dels, who dare trample upon human and ſacred 
Laws; and, that in Rome it ſelf, where the Supreme 


known, that ſuch a Thing was attempted in the l. | the 
lime Port; where the Majeſty and ſevere Juſtice of =o 
the Ottoman Empire, ſtrikes an Awe and Terror into | ex 
all People reſtraining: the very Tnoughts of ſo hei-. »,, 
nous a Crime. | po 

May the Conſervator of the Ages, haſten the pre- to 
fixed Time, wherein the Chri/tian Nations ſhall be aſl, 


ſubdued to the MuJulnan Faith 3 , that fo, Jai fur 
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and Virtue, with perpetual Peace, may bleſs: the 
Earth. | | 


Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


LETTER XL 


To the Vizir Azem at the Port. 


Could not let this Poſt go without a Letter, tho 1 

have nothing material to write, However, ttis 
a Teflimony of my Duty, to let thee know, that 
Mahmut is not idle, that he ſuffers not an Hour, a 
Moment, to eſcape, wherein he ſtudies not to do 
ſome acceptable Service to the Grand Signior. ; 

All the Diſtab ches which I receive from the Porr, 
ſeem like black Clouds, gathering on the Margm 
of the Horizon, the ſure Harbingers of an approach- 
ing Storm. One accuſes me of neglecting the Ser- 
vice of the Mufter of the World; another tells me, 
I am tos expenſive: a third ſays the Mini/ers of 
the Divan will take other Methods. Fhey mince 
their Expreſſions; no Man will deal plainly with 
me. They mix 'Threatnings with Compliments, as 
if I were a Child, and needed the diſcipline of a 
Rattle and a Rod. Would they have me reverſe 
the Decrees of Deſtiny? Turn Winter into Summer, 
and change the whole Order of Nature? Or, is it 
expected, that I ſhould renew the Exploit of Cad- 
mus, and cauſe Earth born Armies to ariſe, on pur- 
poſe to furniſh Matter of News to the Port? I appeal 
to thee, ſupreme Vizir, at whoſe Nod the Divan is 
aſſembled er diſſoly'd, whether I deſerve the Cen- 
ſures that are paſs'd upon me? No Man can accuſe 
me of betraying my Truſt, or of holding any Cor- 
| | reſpondence 
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reſpondence with the Enemies of the Muſſulmar 
Empire. What is then my Crime? am I to be con- 
demned, for employing the Money which is allotted 
me for Subſiſtence, to render my Minifiry more 
ſucceſsful? Will they call it, an embezzeling the 
Sultan's Money ; when rather than hoard it up for 
my own private Profit and Conveniencies (as [ 
might do eonfiderable Sums, were I fo baſely fri- 

J) I frankly part with it, to conſummate the Af. 
air for which I am placed here? Or, is the Ottoman 
Treaſury grown low, that heretofore has ſupported 
the indigent World, and by an Exceſs of Royal 
Munificence has been thrown to the Fiſhes of tie 
Sea? Is 7.7/4 hmut alone to be eſteemed a Prodigal in 
his preſent Expences, becauſe "tis known that he 
_ a Slave in Sicily, and tied down to the pen- 
rious Stint of a rigorous Patron? Suffer me this 
once, Cage Minifier, to vindicate my ſelf, and to 


tell th:e, that the Hardſhips and ſqualid Circum 


ſtances of Captivity, would not be very ſubſervient t 
the Ends for which I am ſent hither ; neither can a 
niggardly Penſion, qualify me for the Genius of the 
Court in which J muſt be daily converſant, where 
all Things appear Gay, and Polite. It has not been 
my Cuſtom to complain without a Cauſe, neither 
do I love to grate my Superiors, with whinirg 
Remonſtrances : But it is my humble Requeſt, that 


the Miniflers of the Divan would conſider me, not. 


as a Drudge to a private Man in Palermo, but as the 
Indefagitable Slave of the moſt opulent and libera 
Monarch in the World. 2 

In all theſe Things, I contract my ſelf into a moſt 
ſubmiſs Reſignation to thy Will, who art the Pi 
gerent of the Empire, founded on the Rock of Deſtiny; 
beſeeching thee to protect me from the Malice of 
Whiſperers, who envy me, becauſe I ſerve the & 
vereign of Sovereigns, Lord of the Ea, and of the *, 
and all that is between them. 
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May the eternal Poſſeſſor of all Felicity, cull out 
his immenſe 'Treaſures, ſuch Bleſſings as thou 
molt ardently deſireſt in this Life ; and, when he 
has led thee through all the Apartments of human 
Bliss on Earth, may he tranſlate thee to the Palaces 
of Eden, the Seats of an immarceſcible Life, where 
new Sources of Joy are open'd without End. 


Paris, 26th / the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


— 


LETTER AXIL 


70 Murat Baſſa. 


HE Floods have been ſo great, and thoſe al- 

ſo congealed into Ice, that there has been no 
travelling by ſome Roads for theſe two Moons; which 
is the Reaſon, we have been wanting in our uſual 
Advices ſiom Germany, Piedmont, the Valtoline, and 
other Parts. 

Let now, the Poſts bring a Glut of News to this 
City. Hiburgb, a Town in the Parts of Saxony, is 
at this Time beſieged by Dorſtenſon, General of the 
Swedi/h Army. He inveſted it the 11th of the iſt 
Moon, And, People are amazed to hear, that it has held 
out to this time, being a Place of no great Strength: 
Eſpecially, conſidering how ſoon Leigfck ſurrender'd 
to the ſame Forces: a Town well fortified, and ſtored 
with all Things neceſſary to ſuſtain a long Siege, 
By this thou may'ſt obſerve, how much the Fortune 
of War many Times depends on one ſucceſsful 
Battel. | 

When Torftenſon firſt lay down before Leipfick, it 
was generally believed, he would find a 3 

tance 
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reſpondence with the Enemies of the Muſſulman 
Empire. What is then my Crime? am I to be con- 
demned, for employing the Money which is allotted 
me for Subſiſtence, to render my Miniſiry more 
ſucceſsful? Will they call it, an embezzeling the 
Sultan's Money ; when rather than hoard it up for 
my own private Profit and Conveniencies (as [ 
might do eonfiderable Sums, were I fo baſely fr. 
gal) I frankly part with it, to conſummate the Af. 
air for which I am placed here? Or, is the Ottoman 
Treaſury grown low, that heretofore has ſupported 
the indigzat World, and by an Exceſs of Royal 
Munificence has been thrown to the Fiſhes of tie 
Sea? Is 7/ahmut alone to be eſteemed a Prodi al in 
his preſent Expences, becauſe "tis known that he 
was a Sade in Sicily, and tied down to the pen- 
rious Stint of a rigorous Patron? Suffer me this 
once, Sage Minifier, to vindicate my ſelf, and to 
tell the, that the Hardſhips and ſqualid Circum- 
Rances of Captivity, would not be very ſubſervient to 
the Ends for which I am ſent hither ; neither can a 
niggardly Penſion, qualify me for the Genius of the 
Court in which I muſt be daily converſant, where 
all Things appear Gay and Polite. It has not been 
my Cuſtom to complain without a Cauſe, neither 
do I love to grate my Superiors, with whinirg 
Remonſtrances : But it is my humble Requeſt, that 
the Minifters of the Divan would conſider me, not 


as a Drudge to a private Man in Palermo, but as the 


Indefagitable Slave of the moſt opulent and liberal 
Monarch in the World, 

In all theſe Things, I contract my ſelf into a mo 
ſubmiſs Reſignation to thy Will, who art the /:«- 
gerent of the Empire, founded on the Rock of Deſtiny; 
beſeeching thee to protect me from the Malice el 
Whiſperers, who envy me, becauſe I ſerve the & 
vereign of Sovereigns, Lord of the Ea and of the *, 
and all that is between them. BY 

ay 
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May the eternal Poſſeſſor of all Felicity, cull out 
his immenſe Treaſures, ſuch Bleſlings as thou 
moſt ardently deſireſt in this Life ; and, when he 
das led thee through all the Apartments of human 
Bliſs on Earth, may he tranſlate thee to the Palaces 
of Eden, the Seats of an immarceſcible Life, where 
new Sources of Joy are open'd without End. 


Paris, 26th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


— ä 


LETT EX XII. 


To Murat Baſſa. 


HE Floods have been ſo great, and thoſe al- 
ſo congealed into Ice, that there has been no 
travelling by ſome Roads for theſe two Moons; which 
is the Reaſon, we have been wanting in our uſual 
| Advices fiom Germany, Piedmont, the Valtoline, and 


1 


other Parts. 


| Yet now, the Poſts bring a Glut of News to this 
| City. Hiburgb, a Town in the Parts of Saxony, is 
at this Time beſieged by Tor/ſten/on, General of the 
Swedi/h Army. He inveſted it the 11th of the iſt 
Moon. And, People are amazed to hear, that it has held 
out to this time, being a Place of no great Strength: 
Eſpecially, conſidering how ſoon Leipfsck ſurrender'd 
to the ſame Forces: a Town well fortified, and ſtored 
with all Things neceflary to ſuſtain a long Siege. 
By this thou may'ſt obſerve, how much the Fortune 
of War many Times depends on one ſucceſsful | 
Battel. | 7 

When Torſten/on firſt lay down before Lerpfick, it 


was generally believed, he would find a ſtout Re- 
ſültance 
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ſiſtance from the Inhabitants, and an inflexible Re. 
ſolution in the Garriſon, not to yield that important 
Pla ce: And perhaps they would not have been 
miſtaken, had not the ſmperialiſts (out of a gene- 
rous Deſign to relieve it, and raiſe the Siege ) ha- 
zarded a Battel. The Arch-Duke of 2 (Whoſe 
Name is Leopold) and Picolomini, as ſoon as they 
received Advice that the Ses! Army had paſſed 
the F/he, and entered into M./nia, took their direct. 
eſt Way to ſtop their Advance into thoſe Part, 
But, it had been better they had kept their Quar. 
ters: for in one Battel they loſt all the Glory 
which they had before acquired by their Arms, 
Lorflenſon was already intrenched before Leipſl, 
when his Scouts brought him Intelligence, that the 
Imperial Army was near at Hand. He immediately 
diſpoſes of his Baggage in a ſecure Place, draw: 
out his Cannon, and having left a ſufficient Number 
of Soldiers to guard the Polts of his Camp, which 
were neareſt the City, he marches directly toward 
the Enemy, and poſſeſſes himſelf of a Spot of Ground 
very agreeable to his Occaſions ; it was called the 
Plain of Brittenfield, This Place he de deſigned for 
the Stage, whereon to perform the Part of a pru- 
dent and valiant General For, as ſoon as he 
came in Sight of the German Vanguard, he cauſed his 
Army to retreat faintly, as though he had no 
Intention to fight. The Germans purſue the re- 
treating Swedes, till they were got into very nar- 
row Streights between two ſteep Mountains; not 
much unlike the Capi Derwent in Bulgaria (where 
the Heydukes, taking the Advantage of the Heights, 
commit great Robberies on the Caravans that tra- 
vel through thoſe $Streights, rolling huge Stones, 
or rather Rocks, down upon the Paſſengers } Here 
the Swedes turned about, and falling behind their 
Cannon, which Torfen/on had cauſed to be planted 


in thele S;reights, play'd furiouſly on the 3 
| Wulle 
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while the Muſquetiers which he had ordered on the 
Sides of the Mountains, gall'd them from above, 
yet lay themſelves inviſible, under the Covert of 

'Thickets which grew en each Side of the Streigbts. 
It was the Left Wing of the Imperialifts which was 
thus engaged, and Pico/omini who commanded them, 
gave admirable Proofs of an undaunted Courage, 
appearing at the Head of his ſurprized Soldiers, 
and heartning them with Words and Actions full of 
Bravery 3 but, his. Labour was loſt, for fix thou- 
ſand fled without drawing a Sword. The Swedes 
purſued them through the Srreighes, and re-entring 
the Plain, engaged with the Right Wing of the Ger- 
mani. The Battle was fierce and bloody. General 
Picolomini did Wonders, and many brave Germany 
ſignaliz'd their Valour ; but, it ſeems as if the Fate 
of Terflenſon is to ruin the Empire For, while 
the Battle was yet equal on beth Sides, and the 
Victory doubtful ; while the Ground was dyed with 
a Mixture of German and Swediſh Blood, he falls 
into the main Body of the Imperial Army with a 
freſh Reſerve, which ſo animated the Swedes and 
diſorder'd their Enemies, that at length the Germans, 
not able longer to ſuſtain the.Shock, left their Can- 
non and retreated into a Fort. Now followed a 
dreadful Slaughter; for the Swedi/ Cavalry envi- 
ron'd the chas'd Germans, whom Coning /mark had 
hunted out of the Foreff, and charg'd them with ſuch 
Fury, that they were moſt of them cut in Pieces- 
The Germans loſt four thouſand Men on the Spot, 
and as many more in the Purſuit. 

I have ſent thee in the incloſed Paper, a Lift of all 
the Officers of Note which were ſlain in this Battle, 
which is eſteemed one of the moſt bloady that has 
been fought in Europe, between Chriflians on both 
Sides, theſe two hundred Years. Thou wilt there find 
aboye three hundred Commanders, from whom a 
Death not inglorious has taken their Commiſſions. 1 

e 
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The Germans alſo loſt forty fix Pieces of Can - 
non, ſixty five Standards, all their Ammunition, a 
hundred and fixty Carts, and fix hundred Waggon: ; 
with all the Treaſury of the Arch-Duke Leopold, and 
General Picolomini. 

This Battle was fought on the firſt of the eleventh 
Moor, as we reckon 3 but, according to the Chri/tian; 
Account, on the twenty firſt of the tenth Moor. 

After this ſignal Victory, General Torftenſon ſhews+ 
ed himſelf again before Leipfick, approached the 
Walls, planted his Batteries; and though the Beſieged 
at firſt made Shew of a firm Reſolution to defend the 
Place, yet the Terror which the late Defeat of the 
German Forces had ſtruck them with, ſoon altered 
their Counſels, and they ſurrender'd upon henourable 
Conditions. 

In the mean Time, General Picolomini and the 
Arch-Duke of Auſtria, are retired into Bohemia, The 
German Court is full of Apprehenſions, and new Le- 
vies are every where making, to join the ſhatter'd 
Remnants of the Army. The Affairs of the King 
of Hungary are at an ill Paſs, and all Things look with 
a cloudy Aſpect on the Empire. 

From the Side of ah, we hear nothing of Mo- 
ment, but the Spaniards are taking ſuch Meaſures, 
as may beſt repair the Loſs of Tortona : And to that 
End, the Duke of Milan is making all the Prepara- 
tions which are cuſtomary in ſuch Caſes. Tis ſaid 
here, they intend to recover that Place again. | 

May theſe Quarrels of the Jrfide/s continue, till the 
determinate Time ſhall come, that our wviaorious Ars 
mies, ſhall ſubdue them to the Muſſulman Empire. 


Paris, 7th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 16433. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HEN I ſent thee word of the Death of 
Cardinal Richlieu, I thought it the fame 
thing as if I had preſented thee with the Head of 
one of the meſt dangerous Enemies of the Ottoman 
Empire, That Head, which while the Owrer liv'd, 
was always Plotting of Miſ-hief, had it not been 
diverted by nearer Intrigues, would not have fail'd 


to put ſome horrid Deſign in Execution againſt the- 


Sublime Port, which, of all the Thrones in the 
World, ſeems alone to o'er-top the Grandeur of 
Frence, 

| But this Court ſeems to play the Dada; for no 
| ſooner is the Head of one of her Prime Minitters 
laid, but up ſprings another in the Room of it, e- 


qual in TINS and Subtilty. And we have ſtill as 
0 


much Reaſon to apprehend the Counſels of Cardinal 
MMaxarini, as before we had to ſuſpect thoſe of 
| Pichlien. 

The Generality of the People at firſt looked ſdr 
another Conduct in the King towards the Creatures 
of the late Miniſter; ſince he himſelf, toward the 
latter End of his Life, ſeem'd to ſubſiſt in the Court 


rather through the Neceſſity the King had of his 


Counſels, than any Motive of Affection. 

However, the King has exactly complied with the 
Cardinal's dying Requeſts, in honouring ſeveral of 
his Relations and Friends with Places of conſide- 
1able Truſt. And 'tis to his laſt Recommendation 
Cardinal Mazarini is abliged for the Authority he 
now poſſeſſes. In uſing of which he diſcovers a 
refined Policy, and a Modeſty which hath but few 


Examples, 
| G Tle 


122 LeTTters Writ by Vol. II. 


The many Combinations and Attempts againſt 
Cardinal Richlieu, and the King's Coldneſs to him 
Curing the Siege of Perpignan, ſufficiently inſtruct. 
ed Mazarini, that it was impoſſible to poſleſs ſo e. 
minent a Charge, without drawing on him the Fn- 
vy and Hatred of the Grandees. He conſider'd al. 
ſo, that he was a Stranger, whereas Richlieu was a 
Native of France, Therefore he unites his Interef: 
with that of two great Officers, who alfo courted 
the King's Favour; the one is Superintendant of the 
Finances, the other Secretary of State, Theſe be- 
ing longer acquainted with the nice Tranſactions of 
the Court, and the Intrigues of the Grandees, do 
him no ſmall Service with their Inſtructions, ard 
likewiſe abate the poular Spite, or, at leaſt, ſhare 
it with the Cardinal; ſince no body will be fo par. 
tial, as to lay the blame of any Miſcarriage on him 
alone, who ſeems to do nothing without the Dis- 
ction of his two Partners (for ſo he calls them, as 
if theſe three ſhared among them the Authority 
of the defunt Cardinal) This is a pure Trick cl 
Mazarini ; and he ſerves himſelf of them as we ule 
a Ladder, deſigning by their means to mount by 
ſafer Steps, and on their Shoulders to lift himſelf 
unenvied to the Helm of the State. Not but that 
he is actually inveſted with the Primacy by the King; 
but he is willing to divert the Storm which that 
will draw upon him from the Nobles ; therefore he 
cunningly ſeems to decline it, pretending an earneſ 
Deſire to withdraw into ahh, and in the Interim 
has choſen theſe two for his Collegues. Thus he 
vraſps with one Hand, what with the other he ſeems 
to reject; and by his magnificent Living, his ob- 
ſequious Court, and obliging Carriage to all, he 
demonſtrates, that if he ſhould paſs the Alps, his 
Heart would be left behind him in France, and that 
he only aims to be eſtabliſned in the Miniſtry with 
univerial Applauſe. 1 1 
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It makes me ſmile ſometimes, to ſee what Pains 
he takes to entangle himſelf in infinite Hazards and 
Trouble, as if he were of a Conſtitution like that of 
3 Salamander, which cannot live out of a Fire 

The great God increaſe the Vutues and Graces of 
the illuſtirous Kaimacham, and of all the Miniſters 


that ſtand by the bright Throne of Juſtice, the Seat 
of the Ottoman Emperors. 


Paris, 20th of the 4th Mon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


hc. 


. 


LETTER XIV. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the Inter- 
preters of the Law and Fudges of Equity. 


France; their Sun is ſet; the mighty Lexis, 
r whom all Earop: had been too narrow, had he 
* livid, is now confined within the Limits of a Grave. 
He died at St. Germains yeſterday, being the four- 
| teenth of the fifth Moon; having left his Queen poſ- 
ſeß'd of the Regency, and Cardinal Mazarini of 
the prime Conduct of the State. 


A. of Sorrow o'er-ſpreads the Kingdom of 
0 


He was a Prince of great Virtue, which with his| 


| ſacceſ:ful Conqueſts and Victories procured him 
| the Envy of his Neighbours. And ſome Criticks 

among his ewn Subjects pretend to find many 
| Faults. in hig. Proceedings; as Preach of Rcyal 
$ Promiſe to the Governor of Saumur, when he deli- 
ver'd hiza the Keys of the Town; tothe Roc heller 
in not razing Lewis's Fort. Among Foreigners, the 
Duke of Savoy, the Duke of Lors ain, and the Ger- 
nan Emperor, charge him with Breach of Article; 
"1 WF: 8 1% 
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in his Treaties. So does the King of Spain. And 
all of them complain, that he alone has involv'd al 
Chriſlendom in War and Blood. 

Every thing has two Handles, and Men are apt c 
take all things by the worlt, eſpecially in Caſes ot 
this Nature. It is difficult for a Hvereign Monarch 
to carry himſelf ſo evenly in Peace or War, as to e- 
ſcape Obloquy; eſpecially if he be victorious. Lo. 
ſers muſt have leave to be peeviſh. 

But I forget that I ſpeak to him who can reveal 
the Sentences of greateſt Monarchs; before whole 
unerring Tribunal all earthly Dignities ſtand mute 
Therefore avoiding all impertinent Gloſſes, I will 
only preſent thee with what 1s proper to be faid 
without Partiality in Levi's Vindication, being 
Matter of Fact, and leave the Deciſion to thy ſacred 
Judgment. 

Herein it will not be amiſs to call to Mind, how 
the Kings of Spain, and the whole Houſe of Auſtria, 
have invaded and diflurb'd the Peace of Europe, from 
time to time, theſe many Years, 

The Uſurpation of Nawarre by Ferdinand King of 
Arragon began the fatal Jar, when he depoicd 
Fohn of Albert, and Catherine his Queen, though he 
himſelf had no other Title to this Kingdom, than 
what the Swords of the Arragonians and Caſtilian 
gave him; being of Pyrrhus and Ly/ander*'s Mind, 
who knew no other Limits to their Dominions, than 
what their Enemies ſtout Reſiſtance ſet them. 
Thus Nawarre being adjacent to old Caflile, Biſcay 
and Galicia, it became a Prey to Spain, Add to 
this, his Breach of Royal Word to Catherine de Me- 
dicis (Queen Mother of France), to Don Antonio 
the next Heir of Portugal, the Duke of Savoy and 
Parma, ang Catherine Dutcheſs of Braganza ; that 
he would acquieſce to the Chamber of Lisbon, in the 
Caſe of Succeſſion to the Crown of Portugal; when, 
contrary ta all Law and Juſtice, he invaded that 

| Kingdom 
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Kingdom unawares, making it a Tributary Province 
to the Spaniſh Crown. 

It has been the uſuil Method of politick and 
wiſe Princes, to check the Torrent of their Neigh- 
bours growing Greatneſs, to lop the Juxuriant Bran- 
ches of ill-gotten Empire; and had Henry IV. of 
France prolong'd his Life, tis thought he would have 
re-conquer'd Navarre, and planted the Floxwer de- 
Luces in Foxtarabia and Pampelone, Who can then 
with Juſtice tax Lewis XIII. for managing a War, 
which all the World expected of his Father ? 

Moreover, the Span Methods in conquerring 
Mexico and Peru, two mighty Empires in Amerzca ; 
their barbarous Cruelty, their inhuman Butchery of 
above twenty Millions of their Natives, whea ne:ther 
Dignity, nor Age, nor Sex, was ſpar'd, but all be- 
came a Sacrifice to their inſatiable Avarice of Gold, 
was a ſufficient Argument to incenſe all the Princes 
in the World againſt them. 

I have no Intereſt in France, any more than J 
ſhould have in Spain, if 1 were there: I only plead 
ſor Juſtice, | 

Twas time for France to be alarm'd and fland 
upon her Guard, when ſhe ſaw her potent Neigh- 
bour planting freſh Alliances and Intereſts, like 
Batteries, round about her. Had the Danger only 
threaten'd from beyond the Pyrencan Mountains, ſhe 
might have waited their Deſigns, But when ſhe 
ſaw ſo many Powers and States united in cloſe 
Leagues, and wholly ſubjet to Spain, twas time 
to beat the Drum, and carry the War from home; 
'twas time to climb the Als, and take a Survey of 
Spaniſb Italy; for the Kingdom of Naples, the Du- 
of Milan, the Iſland of Sicily, the Dukes of 
Mantua, Parma, and Urbin, the Princes of Maſſz 
and Piombino, with the Free States of Geneva and 
Luca, did then all march under the Banner of Spain. 
So that none but the Great Duke of Tu/cany, with 
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the Pepublick of Fenice, were left to withſtand hi: 
_ Threatning Arms. Who will now blame King Lew- 
1, for drawing into his Confederacy the Hollander, 
Heſſians, Grifons, and the Swedes? How could he 
5 roms diflclive that formidable Union afore- 

id ?. 
- Beſides, the Murders of Henry III. and Hemy IV. 
the one kill'd at St. Clau by James Clement, the othe: 
at Paris by Ravaillac, were ſo apparently hatchi'd 
and committed by Spanjh Counſel and Influerce, 
that had Leis, the late King, no other Reaſons to 
tand upon his Guard, and obſerve the Motions of 
ain, yet that were enough to juſtiſy his warlike 
Preparations againſt that Crown, For, beſides the 
Motives of a juſt Revenge, the common Jealoufie; 
of State muſt needs prompt him to do his utmoſt in 
Prevention of Span iſh Intrigues. 

Nor ought his matching with the Drfarta to 
have given him any greater Security; ſince, under 
the faireſt Graſs, many times lurks the moft 1cno- 
mous Snake. What Spain could not do by open 
Force, nor ſecret Conſpiracy, ſhe hoped might be 
accompliſh'd by this ſpecious Mazziage. And it was 
no {mall Step towards it, that the numerous I ain 
of Spaniards, which came into France with the I. 
fanta, preſently ſcrewed themſelves into all Office: 
and Places of Truſt both in Church and State; dai 
ly makirg Parties and Penfioners for Spain, till at 
length all France grew weary of them; ſo that the 
King vas conſtrained to ſend them home again: 
Elſe it is more than probable, that in a little I ime 
he might have ſeen this flouriſhing Kingdom in a 
worſe Condition than ever had been known before. 
He has already ſeen the Bowels of France ript up 
by inteſtine Broils, and weltring in its own Blood; 
he has ſeen the Princes and Nobles armed againit 
him, debauching and alienating the Allegiance s 
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the French Gentry, Clergy, and Commons, and cover- 
ing their pernicious Rebellion under the Mask of 
the Holy League, He has ſeen the Duke of Raban 
leading up and down an Army of twelve thouſand 
Foot, and twelve hundred Horſe, at the King of 
Spain's Colt 3 he himſelf with his Brother Sgubi xe, 
being both Penſioners to the King of Spain, the 
one recciving fourteen, the other eight thouſand 
Crowns a Year, In fine, he has ſeen the ſtrongeſt 
Cities and Forts of Picardy, Normandy, and other 
Provinces of France, plunder'd and pillaged by fly- 
ing Armie of Spaniards and Imperialifts, even when 
he leaſt dream'd of any ſuch Misfortune, being at 
the ſame time involv'd in Civil Wars with hi own 
Subjects. After all this, had he not Rea ſon tv pre- 
vent the like Miſchiefs and Incurſions for the uture, 
by traniporting the War into his Enemies Coun- 
tries, Who had committed ſo many FHoſtilities and 
Ravages in his ? It was certainly high time for 
France to rouze up her martial Genius, and leave off 
her dreaming Theory, when Spain was io buiy with 
the Pragick. 3 

Theſe are the Arguments that may be alledged, 
in Vindication of the King of France's Conduct to- 
wards Spain. And not much lefs is to be recrimi- 
nated 2 the Emperor of Germany, his {eizing 
the Dutchy of Civ end Fulicrs, with many Towns 
and Biſhopricks in the Counties of Luxemburgh and 
La Marc; as alſo in the Frontiers of Svifſir/and 
and Lorrain. His Conqueſt of the Pa/otinate, with 
the chieſeſt Cities, Forts, and Þa{:s of the &:7- 
ens; his reducing the Lives and Live:ties of that 
People to thei? laſt Gaſp and Pericd, was © ſuſ- 
ficient Motive to the French King, to put a ſpecdy 
Check to this increaſing Grandeur of ue Houſe dt 
Auſtria. N Mu | 
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I leave the Determination of theſe Matters to thy 
ſage Wiſdom, great Arbiter of Fuflice, and bowing 
wy Head to the Duſt, awfully retire. 


Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


LETTER XV. 
To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of State. 


Hree Days ago, Lewis XIII, King of France 

and Navarre, was arreſted by the King of Jer. 
rors, and forc'd to pay the Grand Deb? to God and 
Nature; I will not ſay before it was due, but ſooner 
than the accuſtom'd Time of Payment, being net 
{all forty three Years old. 

Yet Heaven was ſo indulgent, as not to ſuffer the 
Grim Meſſenger of Fate to inatch him hence without 
a previous Sammons; his Diſtemper being a ling ring 
Conſumption, which gave him frequent Intimations 
of his fading Strength. 

There are not wanting ſuch as whiſper, that he 
was hurried out of the World before his Time, by 
ſome unnatural Artifice. And the common Sort ſay, 
that Mazarini's Scarlet looks of a more Sanguire 
Hue, than it did four Days ago. 

The Reaſcn of this Jealouſy, I ſuppoſe, is grourd- 
ed on the Familiarity that has been obſerved be- 
tween the now Qucen- Regent and the Cardinal; both 
alſo being Strangers to the French Blood, fhe a 
Spaniard, and he an Italian. I will not determine 
how far theſe Refleftions are jullifiable, becauſe I 
know it is impoſſible for Perſons in their Circum- 


Rances to avoid the Cenſure of buſy prying Minds, 
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in ſuch a Juncture as this: Yet ſome, who move in 
& Sphere above the Vulgar, cannot forget by whole 
Inſtigation his Royal Father, Henry the Great, was 
ſent out of the World. 

The known familiar Acceſs which the Marquis 
Spinola gave to Ravaillac at Bruſſels, the private En- 
tertainments between them a little before that Mur- 
derer gave the fatal Blow, together with more Cir- 
cimſtances, amounted to more than a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption with the French, that Spain was the princi- 
pal Author of that Tragedy. 

And the ſudden Exclamation of Franciſco Core 
dini, an Jtalian Aſtrologer, the Night before the 
King was kill'd, made ſome Men caſt an Eye of 
Suſpicion beyond the Abs. For he ſtanding on 
the Leads of his Houſe in Florence, as though he 
were obſerving the Stars, on a ſudden ſtamp'd with 
his Foot, and ſaid, To-morrow the moſt potent Mo- 
narch of Europe will be kil/d. But fome curious 
Heads imagine he had his Intelligence nearer hand 
than from the Heavens, and that rather ſome of 
= great Halian Stars had made him thus Prophe- 
tick. 

Hence by comparing theſe Times with thoſe, the 
preſent Regency of a Spaniard, and Superintendency 
of an Lalian, creates a like Suſpicion in the French, 
concerning the Death of Lewis XIII. who, tho' he 
died in his Bed, yet might as well be murder'd by a 
Drug, as his Father was by a Knife, 

Theſe are the ſecret Surmizes of Cabals, not a lit- 
tle heighten'd by reflecting on the Time of both their 
Deaths; both dying in the fame Month, the ſame 
Day of the Month, and much about the ſame Hour 
of the Day. | 

Yet, notwithſtanding theſe Murmurs, when his 
Body was cpen'd, and his Entrails taken out and 
ſearch'd, che Phyſicians gave their Sentence, that 
he died a natural — His Bowels are carried 
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to St. Dem, a Town above three Leagues from Pa. 
ris, there to be buried; and his Body is embalmed 
in order to its Sepulchre in the ſame Place; there he- 
ing a magnificent Church, where all the Royal Blood 
of France is commonly interr'd. | 

Yeſterday I was in Company with one of hiz 
Phyſician: ; and entrirg into Diſcourſe of the King's 
Death (the common 'I heme of all Companies at pre- 
{ent ) he told us that the King's Waſting and Death 
proceeded from the Diſproportion of his Moiſture ta 
his Heat, the latter being predominant in his Con, 
ſtitution; ſo that not meeting with a ſufficient Check 
from natural Humidity, it kindled conſtant Fevers 
in his Body, which never left him till he left the 
World. 

He was a very devout Man in his Religion, and 
free from Vice, at leaſt to outward Obſervation, 
A remarkable Inſtance of his Piety he gave in dis 
Leuth; when entring a certain Country Village, 
the better ſort of Inhabitants offer'd to attend him 


with a Canopy ; be anſwer'd, I hear you have m 


Church here, neither will J ſuffer a Canopy of State 
to be barn over, my Head in that Place where God 
bath not a conſecrated Roof to dwell under. 8 
theſe Nazarenes believe that God dwells in their 
Temples) + | 

He was temperate to a Miracle, in the midſt of 
Royal Dainties ; not fuffering his, Palate to beta) 
his Virtue. He ſcorr' d · thoſe” Pleaſures which de- 
baſe the Mind: And took more, Delight in the 
Noiſe of Drums and Trumpets, and the Roaring of 
Cannon, than in the ſoft Blandiſhments of Love. 
He was adorned with many other ' Virtues, which 
gained him the Love of all, and more eſpecially the 
Favour of Heaven, Yet, aſter all his Victories, Suc- 
ceſſes and Tri phs, all that can be now ſaid of him 
is, He is. dead; Thus pailes away the Glory of thc 
vreatet Potentates, + TU 8 
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God preſerve our invincible Sultan, ever Glorious, 
Proſperous, Renowned, and Immortal. | 


Paais, 19th of the 5th Mon, 
of the Year 1643. 


SETAE RAVE 
To the Kaimacham. 


Ottoman Port. the Sanctuary of the World, what- 

ver makes a Noiſe in Chriſſendom. I have ſent a 
Diſpatch" to the Venerable Mufti, as allo to the Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State, containing the News of 
the Death of Lewis XIII, King of France and Na- 
varre. 

I need not repeat here what I have ſaid to them : 
becauſe I know they will communicate to thee my 
Letters, 

Yet ſuffer me to ſay ſomething of this great Ma- 
narch, who, had his Nature been more durable, would 
in all Probability have exceeded all his Royal Pro- 

enitors, both in his Conqueſts abroad, and his ab- 

lute Sway at home : Of which he gave an early 
Preſage, appearing. at the Head of Armies, at thole 
Years when other Princes are but learning the Rudi- 
ments of War in the Academy. 

When ke was little more 2 twelve Years of Age, 
he began to diſcover his Valour and Conduct, in ſub- 
duing the Rebels of Poifou and Bretagne, leading a: 
Army againſt them in his own Perſon. 

| Yet that Succeſs did not diſcourage others of 
his Subjects from attempting freſh Inſurrection- 
againſt him. Fate decreed Tal he ſhould gather 
de Laurels which compoſed his Crown, from a- 
| moNng 
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mongſt Briars and Thorns; his whole Life being one 
continued Series of War, either at Home or Abroad, 
and ſometimes both. 

But that which moſt exercis'd his Patience, was 
the frequent Jntefline Broils and Inſurrections of 
his own Subjects, of which he ſaw no leſs than ten 
during his Reign, ſome of them headed and abet. 
ied by the Princes of the Blod; nay, as if Heaven 
had cut him out for the Toils of War, when al] 
Things elſe were in a Poſture of Peace, his own 
Mother, and Monſieur his Brother, ſeveral times 
call'd him into the Field, by taking up Arms againſt 
him. 

When Victory had erected Obeli;ks, and other Mo- 
numents of Honour to him in Tah and Spain, and 
nad cut triumphal Arches through the Alps and P;- 
encan Mountains ſor the Conqueror's Return; when 
ne had made the Rhine to flow with German Blood, 
and had every where, both by Sea and Land, leſt 
'Fokens of his matchleſs Fortune; coming to his 
own Country, inſtead of Trophies and Henours to 
welcome home their Sovereign, his Ears were alway: 
rated with the unwelcome News of Civil Wars in 
his own Kingdom, 

Yet he that conſiders, need not wonder at theſe 
Convulſions of the State of France, or any other 
Kingdom ſo populous as that is. In the Ozconomy 
of the Univerſe, tho* it be governed by an Eternal 
Providence, which canot err, yet we ſee the Elements 
at War with each other, and that perpetually ; and 
out of this reſtleſs Strife and Quarrel ariſes that Health 
and good Conſtitution of the Natural World. So is 
it in the Political World : No Kingdom or Common- 
wealth can ſubſiſt without Purgations of her peccant 
and ſuperfluous Humours ; which War effects, 43 
V moſt appropriate and natural Remedy in ſuch 
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Neither had Lewis any great Reaſon to be angry 
at theſe Diſorders, ſince threugh his prudent Ivia- 
nagement they ſurniſh'd him both with the Oppor- 
tunity and Means to reduce this Kingdom to an en- 
tire Obedience, which his Predgcefſors could ne- 
ver accompliſh, Thus, they ſay, the Palm, the 
more it is oppreſſed with Weights, ſhoots up the 
higher, | 

— and Empires, like natural Bodies, have 
their proper Time of Growth 3 and the Genius of 
each Nation ſtimulates it with a ſtrong Deſire and 
Appetite of enlarging its Dominions, which it never 
ceaſes to purſue, till it be arrived to the Meridian 
and Height of Grandeur; though it be often inter- 
rupted and retarded in its Courſe to Maturity, by 
State-Fevers and other Maladies. | | 


Thus France, during the Non-age of her growing | 


State, felt various Shocks and Fits; often threat- 
ned with a Diſſolution by the high-wrought Blood 
of potent Factions. Yet, in her Conſtitution, ſhe 
had Antidotes, as well as Poiſons : And her wiſe 
Kings had Skill to check and curb a popular Dif- 
eaſe. But none e'er rooted out the Cauſe, till this 
great Lewis took the Cure in hand. He has awa- 
ken'd all the vital Powers of State, and rouzed the 
very Soul of Gowernment. Tis he alone has cruſhed 
the laſt Head of that factious Hydra, which for fo 
many Reigns had exerciſed- the Arms of his Royal 
Anceſtors, | | 
Wouldſt thou know by what Methods he has 
accompliſhed this great Werk? Lltell thee in a 
word ; by Rigor and Severity. He fleeced the 
rich Plebeians of their Gold, and kept the Poor in 
that Condition, by continual Taxes and Impoſi- 
t10ns, T> 4 7 7h , FE 3 g * . 
Yet he was a Prince of that admirable Temper 
->y Goverument, that he acquired the Epithet ef 
ull, | 
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His Queen is now Regent, according to the Law 
of France, the Dauphin being but four Years of Ape. 
The Sovereign Arbiter of Fate grant to the glo- 
rious Sultan Victory over all his Enemies, that ſo 
theſe Veſtern Nations, when their Courſe is run, 
may be ſubdued to the ſacred Empire of the frue 


Believers. \ 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 
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LE T TE R XVID | 
To the Venerable Mufti, Succeſſor of thi 
Prophets and Meſſengers of God. 


HY laſt Letter has confirmed the Effects of 
the former, and given me a freſh Teftimony 
of thy paternal Affection and 'Friendſhip. It is an 
evident Sign that thou takeſt care of poor Mamu, 
when with an Authority full of Tenderneſs, thou re- 
proveſt his Faults, without leaving him Occafion to 
deſpair. Such Reprehenfions are a ſovereign Balm 
to a wounded Spirit; and I hope after an Applica- 
tion fweeten'd with ſo much Clemency, I ſhall ne- 
ver do any thing -which may merit or need the 
| Diſcipline requiſite to a Gangrene. © | 

If I was negligent in bmg the Pennance thou 
before enjoinedſt me, 1 will now endeavour to make 
Reparation. If the Account I gave thee of the 
Religion of theſe Weflern Parts was too ſuperficial - 
and brief, I will now enlarge, and preſent the: 
with the chief Obſervations: and Remarks I have 
made during my. Reſidence hesezand my Captivity 
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I need not acquaint thee with that which cauſes 
the greateſt Rupture between the Roman and Greek 
Churches; Cyril the Patriarch has ſaid enough to 
thee on that Subject. Thou knoweſt, that the 
grand Quarrel between them is about the Supremacy 
which the Roman Prelate claims over all the Churches 
in the World, by a divine Right, But neither 
Cyril, nor the Friars of Feruſalem, with whom he 
conteſted, would inform thee, that this Supremacy, 
where-ever it reſides, is only founded in Right of 
the Empire. They would make thee believe that 
the Chriſtian Biſhops were from the Beginning, So. 
wereigns, eſtabliſhed by God, Princes independent 
of the Imperial Sceptre ; concealing that the firſt 
Founders of their pretended Monarchy were poor 
Fiſhermen, who never dream'd of ſuch a Gran- 
deur, as their Succeſſors were afterwards inveſted 
with, by the Liberality of the Reman and Grecian 
Emperors. It would a Reproach to them- 
ſelves, if they ſhould let thee know, how holy and 
harmleſs were the firſt Patriarchs of Byzantium and 
Rome, Who refuſed the Honours and Dignities of the 
World, and were enly ambitious of excelling one 
another in Virtue and a pious Life. Their very Ad- 


dreſſes to thee are a Contradiction to the Examples 


of their Predeceſſors, each Party offering Treaſures 
of Gold, thinking to bribe the incorruptible Judge 
with the glittering Dirt. Aſſuredly the Seeds of an 
irreconcileable Diſcord are; ſown in theſe njidels ; they 
are ſettled upon the Lees of- Error, till the Day of 

Judgment. 77 '3 ; # 
As to the State of Controverſy between them, it 
1 Sn os * ans ow ms 2 Seat of 
ire, the Roman Biſhops had the Superiorit 
granted them ; Wh ee the Imperial Reſidence 
was . tranſlated. from thence to Byzantium by Con- 
flantine the Great, (from whom it derives the Name 
it now bears of Conſtantinople) then the Ecclefraſti- 
ca 
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cal Supremacy was alſo transferred to the Patriar:;, 
of that City; who enjoys it to this Day, through | 
the Favour of our munificent Sultans, who ſucceed 
the ancient Emperors of Greece, This ſuperlative | 
Power the Popes of Rome would not recognize ir | 
any other but themſelves, being loth to part with 
the Authority they once poſſeſ d; whence pro- 
ceeded the Schi/m between the two Churches of the ( 
Eaſt and Nef. And while the Patriarchs of the t 
Grecians ſhelter'd their new-acquired Honour un- 3 
der the Protection of the Emperors; the Pope, c 
partly by Artifice, aud partly by Force, made them- 7 
ſelves Lords of Rome, and the adjacent Territories, ] 
taking the Advantage of the Abſence of the Emperor, l 
the Puſillanimity of the Senators, and Diſcord of the 
Citizens, Supported with this Princely Eſtate, they 
excommunicate all the Churches which did not ſub- 8 
mit to them, as the Sovereign Prelates of the Choi. nn 
ian World; publiſhing ſevere Eaicks againſt the 


Greek Church, and doing every thing that might | 
confirm the World in the Belief of their Autho- Fe 
rity and Grandeur. The Potentates of Eurde, * 
frighten'd with the Thunder which the Roman Pan- V 
tiffs uſed, and induced by other Reaſons, did Homage . 
to them, acknowledging their ſovereign juriſdiction in w 
the Ve In this State they have continued ever q 
ſince, without yielding in any thing to the Pati. 0 
' archs of Conflantinople. | | 
There have been great Endeavours uſ:d- on both b 
Sides, to gain their reſpective Ends; and feveral fc 
General Councils were called, that is, an Aſſembly 0 
of the chief Bigge, and Doders of both Churche, tl 
to examine and decide the Difference. And ſome- ” 
times the Fathers of the Greek Church have ſub- K 
ſcribed a Submiſſion to the Pepe ; but, as ſoon of 
as they return'd home, they have recanted, and 1 


the Breach been render'd as wide as ever. They ac- 
cuſe the Romans of Partiality, and ſay, that the 7 


Council. 
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Councils were pack d; yet both Parties ſeem to 
give an extraordinary Deference to theſe general 
Councils, believing that the Holy Ghoft is there pre- 
ſent, and guides them into all Truth. The Cour- 
cils, which they eſteem infallible, have contradifed 
each other ; this repealing what that had de- 
creed, and a third diſannulling that Repeal, The 
Conncils believe themſelves above the Pope, and 
the Pope exalts himſelf above the Councils, Some- 
times they have two or three Popes together, all 
claiming that which can be the Right but of one. 
In fine, they have involved themſelves in ſuch a 
labyrinth of Diſputes and Cavils, and are entangled 
in ſuch a Circle of Abſurdities, that the ſoberer 
Part of Chriftians begin to queſtion the Authority 
both of Popes and Councils : Inſomuch as it being 
generally known. that the laſt Aſſembly of this 
Kind was manifeſtly over-ruled by the Agents of 
the Court of Rome, People ſpar'd not to pass this 
jeſt on it, and fay, That the Holy Ghoſt was ſent 
from Rome to the Council of Trent in a Cloak-bag ; 
v1timating thereby, the many Inſtructions and Ad- 
vices which were continually tranſmitted from Rome 
by the Poſt, to the Fathers ſitting in that Council, 
whereby all things were determined according to the 
ys Pleaſure, and to the Advantage of the Foman 
ourt. 

'Tis certain, the Chriftlians now-a-days have a- 
bated much of that blind Obedience which they 
formerly paid to the Roman Pontiffs ; They begin 
to lee with their own Eyes, and not with thoſe of 
their Prieſts. There was a Time when many Kings 
were male to hold their Crowns in Fee of the 
Roman Prelate, who pretended a Right to diſpoſe 
of all the Kingdoms and Empires of the Farth, as 
Vicar of God. But the Kings of England, Sqwede- 
und and Denmark, with ſome Princes of the Ger- 
man Empire, and the States of Holland, have 22 

others 
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Others the Way to ſtand upon their Guard; ſo that 
though the Emperor of Germany, Kings of France, 
Spain and Holland, with the Princes of 1!aly, profeſs 
an Obedience to the Holy Father, yet 'tis rather out 
of a Maxim of Policy, than any real Perſuaſion f 
Religion. | 

The Spaniards ſeem the moſt ſuperſtitiouſly de. 

voted to the See of Rome ; yet they will not endure 
the Excommunication, which the Pope pronou.ces 
againſt thei? King, above the Space of one Day. It 
ſeems upon {ome old Difference between them, it is 
uſual for th» Holy Faiher to 2xcommunicate this $0- 
vereign once a Year, that is, on the Thurſday before 
Eaſter, v/i..ch is the ſame #5 our Feaſt of Yetran. 
New, as i am told, the zar Umba ſi adur nxt 
Day pretents the Pope with a Gennet or Horſe, up- 
on which tne Cenſure is taken oft. This is an eccle- 
fiaſticx juggle; and the Court of Rome uſe a great 
deal of ſuch holy Legerd:main, to keep the Sons of 
the Church in their Obedience. 
The French Church, though in all things agree- 
ing, and profeſling an entire Obedienee to the Rs 
man, yet claims to herſelf ſome Immunities and 
Privileges, which the Court of Rome is very loth 
to grant. Hence it comes to paſs, that there ariſe 
frequent Conteſts between the Popes and the King: 
of France, which are generally accommodated to the 
Advantage of the latter; the Pepe not being willing 
to try the Foreof THE LAST RE ASON O 
KINGS: This is a Motto engraven on the Frenc 
King's Cannon, which he has threaten'd to carry to 
the Walls of Rome, it the Pope ſhould intrench en 
the Gallican Rights. 

But though they thus diſagree in ſome Nicetie: 
of State, yet they, and all the reſt of the Nations 
within the Roman Communion, have but one Form 
of divine Service, which they call the Maſs, and it 
is the ſame with the Grecian Liturgy, On F _ 
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Days it is ſolemnized with Variety of choice Mujick 
and Singing; with innumerable Wax-Tapers burning 
at Noon day. I have ſeen, at ſuch a Time, fixteen 
Prieſts before the Altar, all veſted in moſt coftly 
Silks, embroider'd with Gold and Pearls. 

They have alſo many Chapels and Altars in the 
ſame Church, and ſometimes they celebrate M/s on 
all the Altars together, differing herein from thoſe 
of the Greek Communion, who have but one Altar in 
a Temple: For which they plead Antiquity, it never 
having been known that the primitive Chriſtians 
had any more. On the other ſide, the Romans 
plead Conveniency, for the Multitude of their Altars ; 
that the Pope has a Power to diſpenſe with the ancient 
Ries and Traditions in ſuch Caſes ; and that nothing 
was :nore reaſonable then that their Altars ſhould be 
multiplied, as the Number of their Proſelytes and 
Prieſts increas'd. 

I will not pretend to decide this Controverſy 3 
permit me only to fay, that the faithful M. ul 
mans have more Realon to require ſeveral Preachers 
at the ſame time in our magnificent Moſques, where 
it is impoſlible for all the Audis in fo vaſt 
an Aſſembly, to heir and underlia d the Law ex- 
pounded by cne Man, though it be periormed in 
the vulgar Tongue: Whereas, their Service is cele- 
brated in a. Language Whercef ie Multitude are 
utterly ignorant. It matters nct much whether they 
2/2 near a Prieſt at the Altar, or afar of, fince 
they underſtand not: Word he ſays; and the Gre- 
cians judge it ſ Hr © to be preſent at this their dai» 
ly Sacrifice, though it be at the very Porch of the 
Temple. 

Audother, Difference there is alſo between theſe 
two Churches: ILhe, Roman allows not a mars icd 
Frieſt, unleſs in ſome extraordinary Caſes, and 
then the Pope's Diſpenſation muit be procur'd But 
Concubinage is Connived at, though forbidden 2 
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the Canons of the Church: Whereas thou knoweſt 
that all the Grecian Papa's marry and pet Chil. 
dren. 

The Spaniards, among all the Nations within the 
Roman Pale, are reckon'd the bet Catholicks, but the 
aorſt Chriſtians; the French are ſaid to be the 
beſt Chriſtians, but the worft Catholicks ; and the 
Ttalians are accounted neither Catholicks nor Chr;- 
ftians. 

J know not what Reaſon they have to ſtate the Dif 
ference ſo between the two former ; but the Cha 
rater of the latter ſuits in one reſpe& with the uſy- 
al Proverb of that Country; it being common in 
the Mouths of Italian Gallants, to ſay, He that i: a 
Chriſtian, 7s a Fool. | 

The devouter Sort of Catholicks pay a great Re- 
verence and Devotion to the Relicks of their Saint,, 
] could not reprehend them for this, if I were ſure 
of two things, that all thoſe whom they eſteem 
as Saints were really ſuch; and that all the Fe- 
licks they keep with ſo much Veneration in their 
Churches, did really appertain to the Perſons under 
whoſe Names they go: For then it would be no 
more than what the true Believers practiſe through- 
out the World ; and it is well known, that when 3 
Piece of the Garment of our holy Prophet was dipp'd 
in the Water which they caſt on the Flames of 
Con/iantineple, the Fire immediately ceaſed, to which 
before no Stop could be given by all the Indu'ry 
and Endeavours of Men. Aſſuredly, the Bodies 
the Prophets and Meſſengers of God are holy, ard 
have a Power of ſanCtifying whatever they touch, 
producing often miraculous Effects; but the Avarice 
of Men may abuſe this Truth to their own private 
Ends; and the Chr:ifians themſelves will not believe 
all to be true Relicks of Saints, which their crafty 
Prieſts ſhew for ſuch, | 


There 
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There are innumerable other Seas of Chriſtians, 
which are neither in Communion with the Roman nor 
the Grecian Churches; but, accuſing them of 1dola- 
15, ſeparate themſelves from their Society, and form 
diſtinct Congregations. 'I'heſe are not known in 
France, ſaving only the Hugonots, otherwiſe called 
Proteflants : Which laſt is a ferm comprehending 
all that have revolted from the Roman Church, and 
was firſt aſſumed by the Latherans at Augburgh in 
Cermany. 

In England and Holand there are abundance of 
theſe Sets, ſome of them newly ſprung up, others 
of longer Date. And all thus far agree with the 
Myſuljmans, that they ule not Pictures or Images in 
their Temples; ſo that were they rightly inſtructed 
in the holy Alcoran, it would not be a thing altoge- 
ther impracticable, to perſuade them to Circumciſion. 
There is a Sect which they call Socinians, who ſeem 
to preach out of the very Book of Glory, denying the 
Divinity of Feſus, the Son of Mary, the Chriſtian 
Meſſias ; even as our divine Lawgiver does in ſeveral 
Chapters and Verficles of the Alcoran. 

The Chri/tian Church ſeems to be a ſtately Build- 
ing, whereof Prelacy is the Corner-ſtone ; if this 
were removed, all would fall to the Ground. That 
which they call the Hierarchy, if it could once be 
diſſolved or pulled down, we ſhould ſoon fee all 
Chriſiendom laid in Ruines. This Hierarchy is a 
gradual Subordination of Archbi/bops, Biſhops, and 
Pries; the Inferior depending on the Superior, 
and all deriving their Orders and Dignities from 
their chief Patriarchs, Theſe are the Links which 
compoſe that Chain that ſaſtens Chriſtendom toge- 
ther; were this but once broke, the united Inte- 
reſt of Europe would ſoon fall into Pieces. The 
Way muſt be, by beginning at the lowermoſt Link : 
Could but the Prieſts be render'd independent on 
the Biſhops, and on each other, it would be a 00 
tep 
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Step towards the difmantling of the Qutworks, 
theſe Prieſts drawing infinite Numbers of Pebple af- 
ter them; as it is apparent in Geneva, Holland, Seij: 
ſerland, and other Places, where they haye quite a- 
boliſh'd the Order and Authority of Biſheps : And it 
is obſervable that none of theſe forerthention'd Coun. 
tries, ſince that Time, have ever "been inſtrumen- 
tal in oppoſing the viftorious Arms of the Ottoman 
Empire: As if, with the Downfal of Epiſcopacy, the 
Charm were diſſipated, which had for ſome Ages 
precipitated theſe Nations (among others) to a ra(h 
and obſtinate Reſiſtance of that Force, which is 
deſtin'd by Fate to conquer and reform the 
World. 

Weigh this Thought well, and thou wilt find 
that the Order of Biſbops is eſſential and neceſſary 
to the good Eſtate of Chri/endem; and that the 
only Way for the Mufulmans to undermine all Eu- 
rope, will be te ſupplant this Order, and introduce 
an Ecclefiaſtick Independency among the Prieſte; 
by which means every one ſhall aſſume to him elf, 
not only his proper Fragment of the torn Dignity, 
but the whole fundamental Power of a Biſhop ; ta- 
king upon him to do thoſe Offices, which before 
it was not accounted lawful for any but a mitred 
Head to perform. Hence, in Time, will follow 
innumerable Inconveniences, Diſtaſtes, and Broils; 
and perhaps as many Schiſms, as there are particu- 
lar Prieſts to head them: Since every one will be 
apt to think himſelf capable of dictating to all the 
reſt, and judge it below him to receive the Law 
from any. Thus will there be a clear Stage, for 
Ambition, Avarice, and Luft, to act their Parts on: 
And when, by the Craft of deſigning Men, and Su- 
perſtition of Bigots, and the Eaſineſs of the Credu- 
lous, the greateſt Part ſhall be fo divided, that it 
will be difficult to find two Men of the ſame Mind 
in rticles of Faith; it will then be eaſy, m 
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| by thy i lligible Reaſons in the Alcoran, or the 
© more cog Arguments of the Sword, to plant the 


true and Lndefiled Faith in theſe Countries. The 


Creator of all things haſten his holy Prophet's Re- 

* turn, that all Nations may embrace his Law, aſſert 

| his Unity, and be incorporated into the glorious Em- 
pire of the O/mani. 


Paris, 1oth #&f the Gth Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


— — 


LETTER XVIII. 


To the Kaimacham. 


n 


Ince the Death of King Leꝛvis, all Mens Eyes and 
Hearts are fixed upon the Dauphin; who, tho? 
he is very young, yet is he 2 Prince of a forward 


Genius and promiſing Aſpect, giving ſignal Proofs | 


of a martial Spirit. 

One Day, ſeeing the Guards, as they were exer- 
ſing their Arms, he diſcoverd an extraordinary 
Complacency, and faid to. thoſe that Rood by, I had 
rather be a Soldier than a King imagining from the 
doftneſs he is accuſtom'd to in theſe infant Years, 
that the Life of a Soldier is incompatible with that 
of a King. 

Since that Time, he harraſſes his Tutor and At- 


tendants with perpetual Tattle about Guns and 


Swords. And Cardinal Mazarini, not to baffle or 
check ſuch generous Inclinations, has .culled' out a 


Companion for him, agreeable in Temper, only a 


Yearor two older. 

Theſe young Sons of Mars beſtow their Time 
partly in ſhooting with little harmleſs Engines, 
made .on purpoſe for the Dauphin's . in 

mita- 
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Imitation of Guns; ſometimes with Bows and Ar. 
rows ; at other times they fence with Files adapted 
to their tender Arms and Childiſh Skill. In theb 
kind of Exerciſes the Dauphin grows a great Prof. 
cient ; and it is look'd upon as an Omen of his ſuture 
warlike Deeds. 

A Spaniſh Aſtrologer has calculated his Nativity. 
He propheſies range things of this young Prince; 
as, that he ſhall excell all his Royal Anceſtors in Feat, 
of Arms; that he ſhall make the Crown of Fran; 
Imperial, having ſubdued Spain, Italy, and German; 
that he ſhall ſhake the Ottoman Empire, but in the 
End ſhall be depoſed by his own Subjects. 

I know not what Credit may be given to the Pro- 
ſeſtors of this Science, in regard the ancient Rule, 


of Aſtrology, on which the Chalataus and other Fa. 


ern Sages grounded their Predictions, are now either 
wholly loit, or ſo corrupted and obſcured by the 
Comments and Gloſſes of latter Authors, that there 
are hardly any Footſteps of the original Maxims to 
be traced Yet without troubling Afrologers, Pro- 
phets, or Wizards, one may preſage from the na. 
tural Genius of the Dauphin, that when he comes t1 
feel his Strength, he will. not be idle, but follow hi: 
Father's Steps, who, before he was thirteen Years 
of Age, appeared at the Head of Armies. 

The Omnipotent guard our glorious Sultan, and the 
Empire eftabliſh'd by his own Hands; and may his 
Bleſſing deſcend on the Royal Off-fpring; that the 
young Sultan Mahomet may perform greater things, 
than are propheſied of the French Dauphin. 


Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


Remember, I promiſed to ſend thee farther Ad- 
vices of the War between Spain and Portugal, 
lince the late Revolution in thoſe Parts. 

The and of Tercera was the only Place that held 
eut againſt the New King, when all others with Ex- 
preſſions of extraordinary Joy for their Deliverance 
from the Caſtilian Yoke, ſubmitted to, and acknow- 
ledged D. Juan de Braganxa, as the Lawful Heir of 
that Crown. 

The Reſiſtance which the Governour of this and 
made, obliged the King to ſend thither a certain 
Number of Ships of War, to block up the Place, 
and hinder the Importance of any Proviſions. And 
this Courſe prov'd ſucceſsful; for, though the 
Spaniards attempted ſeveral Times to relieve it, 
yet *their Veſſels were either taken by the Portu- 
gue/e Fleet, or ſent back again without doing their 
Errand. So that at length, Don Alvaro de Viweiros, 
the Govermour, finding himſelf reduced to great 
Streights for want of Neceſſaries, without any Hopes 
of being relieved, was forced to capitulate and ſur- 
render, | 

The New Xing has made an Alliance with the 
Swedes, Which is of no ſmall Advantage to him; 
having thereby eſtabliſhed a Commerce with thar 
Country, and furniſhing himſelf from thence with 
pg, Horſes, Arms, and all other Proviſions of 

ar, 

He has alſo made a Treaty with the Hollanders, 
but not with ſo good Succeſs as the former. 1 hou 
haſt heard what Poſſeſſions the Kings of Spain and 
Portugal have acquired » America, they being the 

firſt 
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firſt Diſcovers of that New Morld It happened 
that about the Time of the late Revolution in Pr: 
tugual, the Hollanders of Brafil took from the Pos 
tugueze the Towns of Angola, St. Thomas, Marag- 
non, and other Places belonging to D. Juan dt I a. 
ganuxa in thoſe Parts. The Knowledge of this co- 
ming to the Portuguexe Court, cauſed the King to 
ſend his Ambaſſador to demand of the States the Rea- 
ion of this Breach. They anſwer, it was done befere 
the News of the Revolution had reached the }//- 
Indies. This, with ſome Acts of Hoſtility in the 
Oriental Parts, has leſſen'd the good Underliandir; 
which was between them. 

In the mean time, the Spight and Hatred of the 
Caſiilians increaſed daily; much Blood was ſpilt on 
the Frontiers of Portagual, which obliged D. Ju 
to eltablith ſix Places of Strength, quartering in them 
an Army of thirty thouſand Men. The Spariari;, 
to oppoſe their Forces, had likewiſe four or five Ar- 
mies in Caſlile, There were many Skirmiſhes and 
Encounters, Stratagems and Ambuſcades on both 
Sides; and it was hard to determine who had got the 
Advantage, till Fortune ſeem'd to favour the Cause 
of the Portugueze. 

They had a valiant and expert Commander, wlio 
was Governor of one of their Frontier Provinces : Ulis 
Name is, Fernand Telles de Menezez. "This Hu 
animated by the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and ipurr'd on 
by the natural Ardour of his Spirit, pierc'd into the 
Bowels of Old Caſtile, tock the Towns of St. Mar 
tin and Elzes, demoliſhing the Caitle belonging to 
the latter, which alſo commanded all the Country 
thereabouts; and, being encountred by two thou: 
ſand five hundred Spaniards, he fell upon them and 
cut them all in Pieces. He alſo render'd him':! 
Maſter .of a firong Place call'd Valverde, which he 
tord with all forts of Ammunition, and leit a Per- 
tuguexe Gau riſon in it. 

They 
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They were no leſs victorious in another Province, 
gom whence the Portugueze Armies ruſh'd into the 
adjacent Territories of Spain, taking the "I'owns of 
Hroches, Villar de Rey, Codicere, Anzinaſola, and 
cher Places of Note, without any Reſiſtance, fave that 
of a few Caſtilian "Troops, moſt of which they took 
Priſoners, with a Booty of three hundred Hau 
Gennets. After this, they took Chelles by Storm, one 
of the moſt conſiderable Towns in that Part of ain 
Nor wa, the King of Portugal only thus ſacceisful 
near Home, but his Affairs proſper'd alſo abroad. 
The Kings of Goa and Maroc fought his Alliance, 
with other Princes in the Eaft-Indtes; and, in gene- 
ral, all the Potentates in Chriſtendom, excepting only 
Fein, made Friendſhip witu D. Juan de Braganxa, 
and eſpouſed his Intereits. 

There has been a general Aſſembly of all the E Hates 
cf Portugal; wherein the People have teſtified their 
ſoy and "Satisfation in their Nexw King, by oftering 
— together with their Lives, the Diſpoſal of their 
Fortunes, to be employed for the Service of the 
Crown, and the Releaſe of his Royal Brother Don 
Duartus, of whom I formerly made mention in one 
of my Letters. 

Thou wilt not perhaps think me troubleſome, if I 
relate to thee how the Spaniards uſed this unfortunate 
'rince after they had impriſon'd him: Neither is it 
together impertinent, to let thee ſee, how ſpightſul 
this Nation is in their Revenges, and how cruel in 
tne Execution of their Reſentments. 

Aſter Don Duartus was deliver'd into the Hands 
of the Marquis Caftel Codrigo, the Spaniards gave 
um not the Entertainment and Reſpect due to 2 
Prince, but uſed him like a Slave or a Maleſactor, 
cauſing him to be lodged in a mean dark Chamber, 
his Hands to be chained every Night, his Robes to 
to be taken from him, none of his Domeſlicks ſuffer- 
ed to come near him, and doing all the Indivrities 
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to him that their Malice could ſuggeſt, as prope! 
Means to render his Impriſonment intolerable, and 
his Life a Burden. If thou askeſt me for what Crime 
it was they thus puniſhed him, I can tell thee of 
none, unleſs it were ore, to be fo nearly related to 
the King of Portugal. 

But this is not the only Example of the Spa; 
Cruelty; they executed their Revenge on poor un- 
arm'd Peaſants in the Field; the Duke de Alva 
cauſing three hundred Portugueſe Husbandmen, as 
they were labouring in their Vineyards, to be murdur. 
ed in cold Blood, ſacrificing them, as he ſaid, to the 
Gho/?s of the ſlaughter'd Caſtilians. And it was at- 
tributed to their under-hand Infinuations, that four 
Portugueſe Ambaſſadors, with three and fifty of their 
Train were barbarouſly put to Death by the Ju. 
neſes, againſt the Law of Nature, and the Sanction 
of all Nations. Such Violences have never been pra- 
Etis'd in the Ottoman Empire; the Sanctuary of the 
Earth has not been protan'd by an Injuſtice of 10 
deep a Dye. 

There has been lately diſcover'd a ſecond Con- 
ſpiracy againſt Don Juan de Braganza, wherein 
were concerned Don Toſeph de Menezez, Governcur 
of St. Julian, the moſt important Fortreſs of all 
the Kingdom, and Don Franciſco de Lucena, Secre- 
tary of State. Theſe held a private Correſponcence 
with the Duke de Olivarez ; and it was agreed be- 
tween them that the Gowernour of Badajox, a Sub- 
ject of the King of Spain, ſhould be put in Pole 
ſion of St. Julian's Fort, which is the very Key of 
Lisbon, and that other Places of Strength ſhould be 
delivered up to ſuch Span; Officers as Olivarezx ap- 
pointed. But a Letter which was ſent from Den 
Juan de Garay, . Governor of Badajox, to the G0. 
wernor of St. Lucy's: Fort in Portugal, being by Mi- 
ſtake carried to the Hands of the Count d' Obidos, 
a Pertugueſe . General, and a faithful. Friend gf the 
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I 

King, diſcovered the Intrigue, and the Traytors 2 I! 
were ſeized and brought to condign Puniſhment. 
cannot at preſent ſend thee any more News of 4 
the Portugueſe Affairs. God grant thee a long and [1 
happy Life in the Favour of the Grand Signior. 1 


Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1043. 


3 


LETTER . | 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


HOU wilt wonder when ] tell thee I am me- bl 
lancholy for want of Solitude. That which 
adminiſters Occaſion of Sadneſs to others, is the on- ö 
ly Cure of my Grief. Yet this will not ſeem a | 
Paradox, when thou conſidereſt, that Converſati- | 
en is the Air of the Soul, and that he who values | | 
the Health and Eaſe of his Mind, ought to chuſe 1 
ſach an Element for it to breathe in, as is pure and | 
ſerene, which is very difhcult to find in any Society. 
This is the Reaſon that I never think my ſelf more 
alone, than when I am confin'd to ſome Kind of ö 
Company. 
Thou haſt obſerved, that moſt Men will engroſs | 
all the Talk to themſelves; this is very irkſome. 1 
Yet, I ſhould not grudge them the Monopoly, » | 
were their Diſcourſe pertinent and agreeable 3 but, = 
to be forc'd to hearken to all their empty Tattle of 
Hawks and Hounds, Garbs and Faſhions, with an "1 
endleſs Jargon of Things leſs to the Purpoſe than ſ 
the former, which will keep their Tongues employ'd | 
| ſometimes two or three Hours together; renders il; 
| their Converſe more troubleſome, than that of the 
park, who pick'd up Horace in the Streets of Rome. 
„ Others 
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Others are of a quite contrary Humour; and, 
thou may'ſt as ſeon get a Word from the Mufti, a 
trom them. They fit like Statues, as if they emi: 
lated the Character of G-i#li Eben Sagran, one 0f 
the V:izirs of the Bench, who in ten Years that he 
mad ſat in the Divan, was never obſerved to ſpeak a 
Sy lable. | 
„Vet, this ſort is more tolerable than the other, 
, ho, with their everlaſting Chat, rock the Com- 
pany aſtcep, and take from them the very Power ef 
Thinking. 

However, I prefer the Retirement of my Cham 
ber to both theſe Inconveniences. J here I can 
enter into my ſelf, and by retreating from all Com- 
merce with my Senſes, I find a private back Way 
fo Converſe with the whole Univerſe. "Think not 
this a Chimera, or that Mahmut pretends to extra- 
ordinary Illuminations; *tis nothing but what every 
Man may experience, who will but take the Pains 
to be throughly acquainted with himſelf, If he 
can but gain a familiar Acceſs to the inward Apart- 
ments of his own Breaſt, he will ſoon find a Po- 
ftern there, which will readily open and let him into 
the moſt retired Cloſets of Nature: From thence 
He may ſally forth, and take a better Survey of the 
World, than he can by his Eyes. Here he will be- 
Hold all Things undiſguiſed, and in their true Quan- 
tities and Qualities. And, which is more admirable, 
he will be able without the Help of Opric#s, to lee 
himſelf enjoy ing this Felicity, and to know that he 
ſees it, which is a ſufficient Conviction that he is 
not in a Dream. 

Would thou improve thy Knowledge, affect not 
a Multitude of Books; there are but few worth the 
Reading. What is the whole Creation but ore 
great Library : every Volume in which, and every 
Page in thoſe Volumes, are impreſs'd with radlart 


Characters of infinite Wiſdom ? And, all the Per- 
| tections 
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ſections of the Univerſe, are contracted with ſuch 
inimitable Art in Man, that he needs no other 
Book but himſelf, to make him a complete Philo- 
tler. Thou wilt ſay, that this requires too great 
an Abſtractedneſs of Mind, and is very painful. I 
tell thee, my dear Friend, I am extremely ſub- 
ject to Melancholy; whoſe Effect, thou knoweſt, 
is to render one very thoughtful, and thoſe 
Thoughts rack the Soul with intolerable Anguiſh, 
Yet I do nct fly from them, as generally Men are 
accuſtomed, neither do I {ek to drown them in 
Wine, or chaſe them away with any ſociable Di- 
vertiſements. My uſual Way is, to bid them Bat- 
tel, oppoſe Thoughts againſt Thoughts; ard, with 
the Pint of Reaion, to ſubdue this peeviſh Humour. 
Jo this End, I hunt up and dewn for my Enemy, 
and rummage every Corner of my Soul, purſuing 
the Cauſe of my Sadneſs, with ſuch Arguments. as 
theſe: Why ſhould 1 be Melancholy, who poſlels 
nothing that I fear to loſe, and yet enjoy all that 
J could with for, were I without what 1 now poſ- 
ſels? I am a Maſſulman, and therefore under the 
Protection of God: I ſerve his Y7cegerent, the Grand 
Signior, faithfully, and find Acceptance with the 
Baſja's of the Port: I am in France, yet cannot call 
it a Foreign Country, ſince Innocence and Virtue 
naturalize a Man in all Parts of the World. I can- 
not ſay I am unfortunate, ſo long as I have no Vice 
for which I need either to bluſh or grow pale. It 
I am flarder'd, this ought to be an Occaſion of Joy, 
ſince it ranks me with Men of the greateſt Merit, 
who could never eſcape the Calumnies of the En- 
vious, And I have Reaſon to triumph, in that I 
ind no Inclination to revenge my ſelf, but rather to 
pity my Traducers. If any Man ſhould play the 
Satyrift with my Deformity, and rudely deſcant on 
my ugly Countenance, ” the Diſproportion of my 
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Limbs ? there is no more Reaſon to be grieved at this 
than to be affronted at the Wind for blowing off my 
Bat, or the Rain ſor wetting my Cloaths, or a Dog 
vy barking at me as I go along the Streets, the one 
doing a+ natural as the other. 

Thus 1 argue with my ſelf, dear Og/ou, when 
aſſaulted with Melancholy; theſe are the Remedies 
which J apply to that black Diſtemper of the Mind: 
And ſometimes ] go farther, if theſe will do no 
good: I then ask my ſelf, whether it be the Fear 
of Death that thus perplexes me? And here begins 
my Cure. This kindles the brighteſt Spark of Rea. 
en, Which in a Moment diſperſes all the Miſts, 
The diſmal Pageantry of Chimera's vaniſhes, and 
all! the Tragick Pomp of Grief fireight diſappears. 
not that I would have thee think I am fond of dy- 
ing, but I conſider Death as the unavoidable Fate 
of all Men; and, that therefore it is reaſonable to 
be chearful, ſince that which no Man can eſcape, 
will, one Time or other, releaſe me and every Man 
from the Nliſeries of this Life. This Thought re- 
covers me from the worſt Effects of Melancholy; 
and, I believe, the Damned themſelves would ſome- 
times be in a good Humour, if they had but the leaſt 
Glimpſe of Hope, that they ſhould one Day be de- 
hverd from their Torments. For, whatſoever 
forts of Men there are in this Life, I cannot think 
there be any Stoicks in Hell. 

And now 1 have entertained thee with Company 
and Solitude, with Books and Men, with Life and 
Death, with Earth and Hell; let us take one Step 
iarther, and refreſh our ſelves with the Remem- 
brance of Heaven, the Joys of the Bleſſed in Para- 
% Which certainly is the beſt Relief of an- 
xious Thoughts, the moſt perſect Cure of Me- 
lancholy, the Guide of Liſe, and the Comfort of 
Death. 

God 


dr; 
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Cid grant that thou and I may fee each other, and 
drink together in the Arbours of Eden, and kiſs the 
Daughterr of Paradiſe. 


Paris, 14th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LET TE BR AAL 


To the Tefterdar, or Lord-Treaſurer, 


Inodoms and Empires (like Men) have their 

lucky and unlucky Seaſons. Spain ſeems for 
2 confiderab'e Time to have been under a Cloud, 
as if her Guardian Fate began to droop, and were 
not Frong enough to check the riſing Grandeur of 
France. 

it has been an old Obſervation, That theſe awhom 
God conſans over to Ruin, be firfl Infatuates. It 
was a grand Overſight in Don Franciſco de Mels, to 
conſtitute the Duke of Albuquerque, General of his 
Horſe: Fer he thereby ſo diſguſted the Spar; 
Ofticers in his Army, that emulating the Honour 
cf this young Portugueze, the greateſt Part of them 
delerted, in the very Nick of Time, when their 
Preſence was moſt neceſſary to confirm the Batta- 
lions, already ſhrinking from the furious Onſet of the 
French. 

This gave the young Duke of Anguien an entire 
Victory, and has crowned him with glorious Laurels, 
while Don Franciſco de Melo, by this ill Conduct 
has quite loſt his Reputation, and is forced to reſign 
up his Commiſion to another. 

This Battel was fought before Rocroy, and may 
be reckoned as a Parallel with that bloody Battel of 
Leipfick, between the Inperialiſis and Sabedes, on 
H 5 the 
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the 7th of the gth Mn, of the Year 1631. 4 
Day which was remarkable at Conſtantinople, on the 
Account of that terrible Lightning, which ſurprized 
the late Sultan Amurath in his Bed. Many other 
extraordinary Events ſignalized this Day in England, 
France, Germany, and other Places; which occa. 
ſioned the great Aftrolager Herlicius, to call it a 
Day of Blood. 

Such another was this unfortunate Day to te 
Spariards, at the forementioned Battel of Rocy1y ; 
where they loſt an infinite Number of Men, with 
all their Field-pieces, and a hundred and fifty Co. 
lours. 

He that created the Mon and the Conſtellations in 
Heaven, to diltinguiſh the Times and Seaſons, guard 
thee from the Influence of malignant Stars, and from 
the Deſtroyer, who ranges the World on certain Ci. 
tical Days. 

Paris, 12th of the gth Mon, 

of the Year 1643. 


LETTER XxX 


To the Vizir Azem, at the Port, 


T is Time, it is high Time, moſt ſage Miniſter, 

for the Ottoman Sword, the Sword of Jjuſtice ta 
be unſheathed, not againſt an open Enemy, but 
againſt its profeſſed Friends and Subjects. The Head 
of the Baſa of Cyprus, is become a Burden to him, 
as likewiſe thoſe of Mityltne, Scio and Lemnos. They 
plot Miſchief againſt the Throne that is eſtabliſhed in 
Equity 3 they are ungrateful to their Sovereign, who 
hath exalted them; they are become unworthy cf 
the Honours with which they are dignified, 


4 
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I could hardly believe the firſt Reports of this 
Treaſon, till 1 was at length fully convinced by un- 
deniable Jeſlimonies, that it was too true. 

Yet, it is a Secret even in the French Court. I a-. 
lone have diſcovered this Myſtery, by the Means of 
a Jew and a Gracian, both my Agents in thole 
Part, and Men whom I can confide in. 

The Buſineſs is this The Paſa's and Governoxrs 
of the Jes before mentioned, have conſpired to- 
oether to divide themſelves from the Body of the 
Ottoman Empire, and to make the 1ſands of the 
Tgean Ser, a Commonwealth independent on the 
Jorone which governs the Hard. "The Baſſa of 
C:prus, is the Ring. leader of this Conſpiracy, and 
that „and is to be the Capital Scat of their New 
Republick. 

The Governdurs of the five greater Ves, are to be 
called the Sovereign Cornſellors of State. By theſe 
all the Affairs of Archipelago are to be managed. 
Oaly the BaJez of Cyprus ſhall be ſupreme, and have 
the cating Voice in all Caſes of Diſpute, 

The encloſed Papers contain the perſect Model 
of their new Government, the Articles and Propoit- 
tions on Which this rebellious deſigned Commorzvealt 
is to be built, with the Names of the chief Conſpi - 
rators ſubſcribed. 

permit me, ſage Miniſter, to ſet beſore thy Fyes 
the Oecaſions of theſe treacherous Deſigns. 

It has been the Cuſtom of the Por-, to connive 
for a conſiderable Time at the Oppreſſions, Rapines, 
and Exactions of the Baſa's and Governours of Pro- 
winces; to ſuffer them to haraſs the People under 
their Juriſdiction; to pillage and ſpoil them of 
their Moneys, Goods and Eſtates, till they have 
amaſs'd together vaſt Sums of Money, And then, 
it has been as uſual for the Sultans, upon the leaſt 
Complaint, to ſend the Bow-String to the Criminal 


Ba/a. 
> Whaz 
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Whatever may be pleaded in Defence of th. 
Method in former Times, my Opinion is, that | 
may prove dangerous now. And, if I may be per: 
mitted to ſpeak freely, I have Reaſon to think, tha: 
this was one Ground of the deſigned Treaſon in the 
Hes of the .Zgean Sea. 

Formerly thoſe who were removed to theſe 
Commands, were not ſo well verſed in the ain; 
of Policy, nor ſo apprehenſive of the Cabinet Secrets 
of State, But now the Age is refined, Men are 
more ſubtle, jzalous and ſelfiſh than they were; 
Nature teaches all Men to preſerve their Lives with 
utmolt Diligence. 

The Faſa of Cyprus, who is the Ring leader of 
this Conſpiracy, has been let alone in a long Cour 
of Tyraury and Oppreſlion over his Subjects; by 
which Means, he has heaped to himſelf prodigiou; 
Treaſures. His guilty Mind told him, that Com- 
plaints would be made againſt him, and. that one 
time or other he mult be ſtrangled. He knew that 
his Gold would be better thought to become the 
Sultan's Seraglio than his own; and that he had 
been long enough in his Office, to ſerve the Politick 
Ends of State 

Revolving thoſe Things in his Mind, he quickly 
concluded, that the Crimes he had been guilty of 
in his Government, would draw upon him inevi- 
table Ruin, unleſs he prevented it by committing 
greater. And that, as Oppreſſion of his Subjects 
had made him Rich, ſo Treaſon againſt his Sove- 
reign mult make him Safe. He communicates his 
Thoughts to ſome of his truſty Friends and Con- 
kdents, They encourage him to proceed, repre- 
ſenting to him the natural Strength of the Hand, 
ſeconded by Abundance of ſtrong Forts and Caſtles: 
That the Soldiers might eaſily be won to his Party 
by Money, and the Inhabitants might be pacified by 
fome publick Reſtitutions, and other Acts of Indul- 
FENCE. 1 Thus 
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Thus was the Foundation laid of this formidable 
Treaſon, which ſoon gather'd Strength by the Ac- 
ceſſion of more Conſpirators, *till at length all the 
les aſoreſaid were engaged in the diſloyal League. 

I will not preſume to dictate what is to be done 
in this Caſe, I leave that to thy oraculous Sen- 
tence. But permit me to ſuggeſt my Thoughts, 
of a proper Means to prevent the like Miſcarriages 
for the future. Ard that is by executing timely and 
impartial Juſtice. It ſeems to me, not only a Re- 
flection on the Juſtice of the Imperial Sword, but 
alſo on the Politicks of the Royal Cabinet, to ſuffer 
a Baſſa to grow rich by Oppreſſion cf the People 
under his Command. For, when he has thus plun- 
der'd his Subjects to fill his own Cofters, he has 
armed himſelf with the very Sinews and Nerves of 
Rebellion z Money being that which gives Life and 
Motion to all great and bold Undertakings. 

Therefore, it will be better, not to countenance 
the leaſt Oppreſſion in theſe great Men, whereby 
they may at once be tempted, through the Conſci- 
ouſneſs of their Crimes, and ſtrengthen'd by their 
ilEgotten Wealth, to rebel againſt their lawful Sowe- 
reign, Let Aleppo, Sidon, Algiers, Tunis and Ti poly, 
be Precedents of this Kind. By Juſtice the Throne 
is beſt and moſt ſecurely eſtabliſhed : Nothing unjuſh 
and violent is permanent. 

God overthrow the Devices of theſe Traytors, and 
crown our glorious Sultan with Succels, 


Paris, 26th of the qth Mcon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XXII. 


To Chiurgi Muhammet Baſſa. 


I Have been in this City very near ſix Years, and 
it will be expected, that in all this Time I have 
made ſome profitable Remarks, on the Nature of tho 
Freach, the Intrigucs of the Court, the Policy of the 
State, the Diſcipline of their Armies, and the Strength 
of the Kingdom. 

Some Obſervations I have already communicated 
to the Miniſters of the Divan, and to others of my 
Friends at the Sublime Port, All my Letters are 
made common to the happy Slaves of him who nul 
the World, Thou haſt heard of the Death cf a po- 
tent King, a great Queen, and a mighty Favourite: 
Now let us change the Scere, and pals from the 
melancholy Themes of Deaih, the unavodable Fate 
of Moertali, to the ſprightly Joys of Liſe, the bloom- 
ing Years of an Infant King, who takes an early 
Leap from his Cradle to a Throne. Thou wilt not 
expect I ſhould ſpeak much of him, who as yet can 
lay but little of himſelf. However in paſling by 
this /itt/e great One, it would be ill Manners not to 
pay him a Salute or Conge; who, though young, 
ſeems no Novice. in Punetilio's of Courtſhip, as ap- 
pears by his Addreſs to the Bifop who baptized 
him; (if thou knoweſt not what that means, it is 
the fit Ceremony whereby they are made Chriſtians, 
and it anſwers to our Circumciſion.) As ſoon as the 
M ſtery was performed, this young Prince, with an 
aſſured Countenance, and becoming Gravity, ipoke 
thus to the Prelate: My Father, I humbly thank 
you, and ſhall be eternally abliged to you: My Pas 
rents gave me only an Earthly Crown, but you have 


made me Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
f gaom of X There 
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There were preſent, the Queen, the Princeſs of 
Cinde, Cardinal Maxarini, with divers other Per- 
ſons of Quality. The whole Aſſembly were aſloniſſid 
at the Child's Expreſſion, (being hut about four 
Years of Age,) taking it for an Omen of his fu- 
tare Piety and extraordinary Actions. He diſco- 
vers a prompt Wit in all his Diſcourſe, uſing but 
iew Words, and thoſe very appoſite. His whole 
Peportment is graceful, and furprizingly regular; 
attended with a Diſcretion, which is not look'd 
for, but from thoſe of riper Years. In fine, Na- 
ture ſeems to have fitted him for the Empire to 
which he is born. 

In the mean Time, as if Infant Governours were 
now become faſhionable, there are ſeveral made 
Biſhops and Abbots, while they are yet in the 
Cradle. This the inferior Clergy ſtomach, and the 
Laity grumble, ſayirg, That there are like to be 
cood Times in France, when thoſe who are ſty- 
led the Fathers of the Church are Babies, This 
is Cardinal Mazarini's Policy, to faſten the As- 
bility to the Intereſts of the Crown, by thus ho- 
nouring their Children with the principal Dignities 
of the Church. And, thou wilt ſay, he is a wiſe 
Man in ſo doing, when thou conſidereſt, how great 
a Share the Biſhops. and other Eccliſiaſtichs have, in 
the Wealth of the Land. And that he could not 
do the King a better Service, than by diſpoſing of 
theſe Preſerments, to ſuch as would not only there- 
by be obliged to Loyalty themſelves, but would 
alſo link the Families to which they belong, to the 
Royal Cauſe. | 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Policy of this 
Miniſter, in thus endeavouring to ſecure the digni- 
fed Clergy, when thou weigheſt their Strength, and 
conſidereſt their Numbers. | 

There are in France 12 Archbi/hopricks, 104 BHop- 
ricks; Convents of the greater Order 540, Convents 
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of the er Order 12320, Abbies 1450, Nunner ies 
67, 700 Friaries, 259 Seminarics of the Order of 
the Knights of Malia, 27400 Pariſh-Churches, Hoſ 
pitals 5 40, private Chapels or Oratories gooo. To 
fill all thele, they reckon 226000 Religious, or Der- 
vViſes, beſide 130000 Pariſb- Prieſts. 

It has been uſual, to take an Eſtimate of the Glo- 
ry and Kiches of a Prince from the Number of his 
People ; but 1 would not have thee think the French 
King the wealth er for this prodigious Number of 
Dewotres ; the greateſt part of which he has more 
reaſon to look upon as an Army cf Enemies, than 
Subjects. Indeed, the Intereſt of the Archbi/lops, 
Piſkeps, and Pariſh-Pricfis, is twilted with that of 
the Crews: ; but the Monks and Friars are the Crea- 
tures of the Pete, and all of them together are not 
maintained with leſs Coſts, than the fourth Part of 
the Rewermes of France, out of which in former 
Times, there went yearly a Million of Crowns to 
the Court of Rome. 

1 cannot perceive wherein conſiſts the Policy of 
cheriſhing ſo many Neſts of ſpiritual Leeches, who 
ſuck the very Blood and Vitals of the Nation; ore 
would think it were ſofficiently drained by the Rvyal 
Cuſtoms, Taxes, and Impoſts. 

Theſe Kings have monopolized all the Salt of 
the Kingdoms into their own Hards, which they 
compel their Subjects to buy of them at their own 
Rates To this End, they have Officers in all 
Parts, who vend it for them. It Icoks, as if they 
took care to preſerve their Subjects from Corruption, 
and were afraid, Jeſt they ſhould putrefy alive; 
there being not a Man in all their Dominions, who 
is not obliged to take the Quantity which the Ofii- 
cers impoſe on him, except in ſome particular 
Provinces, which for Reaſons of State, or by Trea- 
ty, are exempted. The Revenue which ariſes to 
the King from this Commodity, amounts to em 
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three Millions of Crowns yearly, He hath eight 
Millions more coming in by Subſidies, from the 
Peaſants; beſides many particular Impoſts on Fleſh, 
Wines and other Commodities. Yet, he loſes a con- 
ſ\derable Part of his Revenues, by farming them out 
to his Subjects, or mortgaging them in Time of 
| War for ready Money, He has no leſs than thirty 
| thouſand Officers, that are wholly employed in col- 
| letting his Revenues, whoſe Penſions and Salaries leſ- 
ſen the King's Income by above half; ſo that out 
| of fourſcore Millions of Crowns, which are yearly 
ſgueezed from the People, ſcarce thirty Millions come 
entire into the King's Coffers. 

Thou wilt wonder at the Improvidenee of theſe 
Infdel Kings, and at the ſame Time condemn their 
Jyranny and Injuſtice, who oppreſs, plunder, and 
ruin thoſe that furniſh them with all Neceſſaries for 
human Suſtenance, to enrich (not themſelves, but) 
a Company of greedy Caterpillars; for ſuch, and no 
better, are thoſe who gather their Revenues. It is 
not ſo in the ſacred Empire of the Oſmans, where 
7uflice has erected her Throne, and Oppreſſion dares 
nat ſhew her Face. 

But the French ſeem born for Slavery, they bear it 
lo patiently, without ever aſpiring after a Redemp- 
tion. The Chriſtians exclaim againſt our Janixæries, 
accuſing them of Inſolence, Oppreſſion, Rapine, 
and all the Vices to which a licencious Soldiery 
are uſually addicted; but theſe are Trifles to 
what the French Dragoons commit, when quarter'd 
upon the poor Country-People: They rob them of 
al they have, practiſing a thouſand Villauies, to 
which the Janixaries are wholly Strangers; Adul- 
teries paſs for Gallantry with them, and Rapes are 
counted but the Exceſſes of an immoderate Paſſion; 
the Husband muſt ſtand quiettly, whilſt his Wife is 
in the Arms of a domincering H:#or ; the Father 
mult behold his Daughter defloured, withcut diſco- 
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vering the leaſt Regret. Theſe are the Methods b, 
which this People are mortified, and they feem to h. 


the [:fartry of France compoſed. Hence, it is n« 
to be admired, that they are eſteemed the techlel}, 
baſeſt, and moſt deſpicable Soldiers of any in Er ; 
lince, not the Purſuit of Honour, nor Love to their 
Country, induces them to take up Arms, but De- 
ſpair of living otherwiſe, being reduced to the mot 
rigorous Extremities on this ſide Famine. 

Live thou in the Honour with which Ged ard our 
Emperor have inveſted thee, and conlerve thy \ intue 
which will raiſe thee yet hither. Forget not to 
have Mahmut ſometimes in thy 'I houghts, who 


loves thee with a true Heart, and ſerves thee with 
Alacrity, 


Paris, 15th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LH Ei T4 & NAY: 


To Egry Boinou, a white Eunuch, 


HE French Kings ſteer their Courſe by other 
Maxims of Policy, than thoſe which are pra- 
Etiied at the Sublime Port, It ſeems they are net 
apprehenſive of any ambitious Deſigns in the Princes 
of the Blood; ſince they not only allow them Liber, 
but allo load them with Hougurs. 
Thou haſt formerly heard me ſpeak of Henry the 
IVch, this King's Grandfather, and of the paſſionate 
Love he bore to Ladies, Among the reſt of Js 


Miſtrefies, 
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Miſtreſſes, none poſſeſs'd a larger Share of his Af- 
fections, than the Dutche/s of Beaufort; by her he 
had two Sons, the eldelt is called Alexander, the 
other Cz/ar. They are both now living, and en- 
joy great Preferments; the Firſt, being made Grand 
Prior of the French Knights of Malta, which is a 
Dignity next to that of Mafer of the Order, who 
commands the whole and. It is obſervable, that 
this Alexander, during his Father's Life-time, had 
attained no higher than to be made a Night; bur, 
a ſcon as his Brother Leauis XIII. came to the 
Cron, he procured him the Honour he now has. 
The ſecond Brother allo is made Governour of 
Pretaigne, and married to the Dake of Meorcazur's 
Daughter. By which Means, he is become one 
of the richeſt Peers in France. King Henry had alſo 
two other Sons, one of his ewn Name, whom he 
got on the Marchioneſs of Verneville ; he is now a 
Lifbop and Abbet, which are conſiderable Dignitzes 
in the Church. The other Son they call Antoine, 
whoſe Mother was the Counteſs of Mrret. He alſo 
is inveſted with the like Eccleſſaſtical Honours as 
kis Scother Henry. Theſe four Brother, though by 
tie French eſteem'd as Baitards {becauſe born of the 

.inz's Concubines) are nevertheleis entruited with 
tc Offices and Preſerments already mentioned, 
nee any Jea!vuily that they will be guilty of 
{nifter Practices to embroil the Sate, or gain the 
Crown, And, if I may ſceak ſreely, there items to 
be more of Humanity and Juſtice in this Courſe, 
than in that cruel Cuſtom of our tant, who no 
tooner aſcend the Throne, but all their Brethren 
are immediately iacrificed to their Sufpicion and 
the Ends of State; or, if they chance to eſcape the 
Hab. ring, are getain'd their whole Lite-time in a 
£0ie Impriſonment, which is Worſe than Death. 


Lewis 
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Lewis XIII has alſo left another Brother behind 
him, born of the ſame Mother as himſelf, They 
call kim, the Duke of Orleans; a Man of a daring 
Spirit, and great Reſolution. He was bat newly 
come to the Court, having been baniſhed for {ome 
Enterprizes againſt his Brother. | 

It was the Opinion of the French, that this Prin 
would have a Share in the Regency; but Leut 
would by no Means conſent to it, to the Prejudice 
of his Queen, whom he left entirely poſſeſs'd cf 
the Sowereign Power, "till the young King comes ef 
Age. However, as yet ſhe holds a ſeeming Cer. 
reſpondence with the Duke of Orleans, and the 
Prince of Conde ; by whoſe Mediations, ſeveral 

| Grandees, who were Priſoners of State, are now 
| releaſed, and make their Appearance at the 
| Court. 

Frem hence thou mayeſt gather, that Things are 
not managed here with ſuch Rigour and Severity, 
as at Conſtantinople, where the Commands of our 
ern Emperors are impetuous, and Execution 
wiſt. 

There is a Biſhop to whom the Queen- Regent ſeems 
to be inclin'd, He has the Character of a very good 
Man, but they ſay, he is too fimply honeſt for a 
| Courtier, and that Cardinal Mazarini will over-reach 

him. However, that Prelate has the Queen's Ear at 

preſent, and his Creatures extol him for a Man af 
| great Abilities, *'Tis ſaid, the Quecn has writ to 
the Pope, deſiring a Cardinals Hat for him: And 
ſome whiſper, that he will be made the Prime N. 
niſter, in the Room of Maxarini. To ſpeak my 
Sentiment, I wiſh he were; for there ſeems not 0 
much Reaſon to apprehend from his Counſels any 


„ M. 


notable Deſign againit the Ottoman Port, as from an, 
thoſe of the Cardinal, whom I look upon as 2 | thi 
| Second Richlieu. Here are ſeveral Intereſis on | lo\ 
Foot; the whole Court is divided into Facti- ve 
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ons, ſtriving to undermine and ſupplant each 
other. 

It is not here as in Turkey, where the greateſt 
Baft's are but the Sultan's Slaves. Ihe Princes of 
France are equal to ſome Sovereign Kings; and upon 
the leaſt Grudge, will raiſe Armies, and give the 
| King Battel, if he does not come to their Terms, 

and make a ſatisfactory Compoſition. Neither dares 
the King put any of them to Death, for fear of the 
People, who generally take their Part, being greedy 
of Novelties, and prone to rebel. 
| Wouldit thou know, by what Means the Nobili 
| of France arrived to ſuch a dangerous Power ? I tell 
| thee, in a word, the Kings themſelves have put a 
Sword into their Hands, which they ſpare not to 
draw, when their Ambition or Diſcontent prompts 
them to it. They are freed from all Tribute and 
Homage; have the Command ef whole Provinces 
committed to them, in which are great Numbers of 
| walled Towns, Forts and Caſtles. Theſe great 
| Charges, procure them the Eſteem and Veneration 
cf the People living under their Government; who 
honour them as Kings, and readily take up Arms in 
their Vindication, 

The Qucen Regent is fearful, leſt they ſhould take 
Advantage of her Son's Minority ; and under Pre- 
tence of reforming the State, or ſerving the King's 
Interett, they ſhould involve the Kingdom in Civil 
Wars, She keeps a firict Watch over the Duke 
t of Orlcans, and obſerves the Prince of Conde's 
Motions: Her Guards are doubled, and ſhe neglects 
nothing that may aſſure the Intereſts of the 
Crown ; | 

Thou, who fſtandet by the Silent Fountain, 
and art near the Perion of the Grand Signior, 
think of doing Mahmut ſome good Office, who 
loves cordially, ſerves faithfully, and prays fer 
vently for the Health and long Life of our 


glorious 


| 
| 
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glorious Sultan, and wiſhes thee thy Fill of Hzy. 
ping is. 8 


Paris, 27th e loth Moon, 
of the Tear 1643. 


LET 8 KV; 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


E RE are arrived ſeveral Hundreds of C/z:-;, 

who have manumitted themſelves by a bal! 
Adventure; an Exploit, which to give them their 
due, has ſomething in it of Bravery. The Place of 
their Captivity, waz Alexandria; thou knoweſt tle 
Circumſtances of that Haven: What Hazards wil! 
not the Deſire of Liberty put Men upon? There 


were ſeveral 'Thouſands. of Frans in the City, 


whom the Reſtraint and Rigors of Servitude hd 
made weary of their Lives. Among the rell, 3 
Native of Brabant, who having been bred up in 
the Art of dillilling Song Waters, bis Patron bi. 
red him a Shop, furniſhing him with all Materia! 
and Neceſſaries to proſecute his Calling, in hopes of 
very profitable Returns. To this Man's Shop there 
was a great Reſort of all the Fans in the City, by 
which Means he improved his 'i'rade, and thriv'e 
mightily, He was a bold Fellow, and took a pu: 
ticular Pride in great Attempts 3 and though be 
might have lived very happily, and enriched hin- 
ſelf by his own Occupation, yet he bad another 
Sort of Chymiſiry to practiſe; being reſolved to 
draw his Fellow Slaves, (who were now become 
his Cuitomers) of from the Lees of Deſpair, and 
cle vate them to a Reſolution of ſeeking their 2 ree- 


dom. He often harangu'd them on this Subject, and 


— 
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a {ri Intelligence was held between all the Euro- 
deen Slaves in that City. At length, it Was ag reed 


| amenglt them, to ſcize a certain Veſſel, that lay in 
ie Harbour, and commit themſelves to the Winds 


nd Waves. This was carried on with ſo much Se— 


| :ocv, and fo dextereus a Conduct, that unſuſpected, 
e two Thouſand of them got aboard, and put 


Q 4, 


cet to Sea. The Wind favouring them, they 


fri arrived at Candia, where they landed ſome 


| tundreds of their Crew; after this, they touch'd 


+ ala, where they diſpoied of others; then, at 


ere the Reminder came aſhore. Iheſe are Na- 
tives of France, Enzland, Brabant, and Helland, 


Iss in Lab, and laſtly came ſafe to Miles, 
\ 


| with two Spani/Þ Priefts. 


Ihe Inhabitants of Paris are very charitable to 
them, eſpecially the Merchants, who traffick in the 

nt, of which there are great Numbers in this 
em; and, tis faid, the Queen: Regent has ordered 

r Almoner to diſtribute there thouſand Crowns 
among them. 

They inveigh bitterly againſt the M. ulmans, 
wing our holy Prophet, and thanking their good 
Stars, for thus fortunately redeeming them from an 
wtf portable Slavery. I cannot fee wherein they 
merit Blame in all this it being natural for all 
en to covet Liberty; and to rejoyce when they 
have etcaped any Mi-fortune. 1 proteſt, I cannot 
be angry with them in my Heart for any Thin 
bu: the Blaſphemies they voinit agmmſt the De/- 
ner of God. The reit are Actions as natural 


. 

| (ity, The Ciergy allo have made a Collection for 
If 
its 


ns | 


„ do eat and drink. S Preſer cation being com- 
en to all Animals, there ſeems as mich Reaſon 
to condemn a Bird that chirps and triumphs 
when the feels her ſelf upon the Wing, ranging the 
baimy Air, being newly releaſed from the Cage, 
&: to find Faults with theie Feliows, for rejoicing or 

they 


| 
j 
| 


—_— 
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they have eſcaped the Confinement and Hardſhips of 
Captivity. 

However, it was an unpardonable Neglect of the 
Guards who belong to that City, to ſuffer theſe „. 
fidels thus to give them the Slip. So culpable 2 
Remiſsneſs, may coſt ſome of them their Heads. 

The Great God, whoſe Power is manifeſted in the 
Ocean as well as on the dry Land, furniſh thee with 
as favourable Winds as theſe Fugitives had, when 
thou ſaileſt to execute the Orders of the Gian 
Siguior. 


Paris, zoth of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 


—— —_— 


LETTER SECT 


To Muftapha Guir, an Eunuch Page. 


HIS Court has within theſe three Days put on 

another Face than it had ever ſince the Royal 
Ob/equies were perform'd. One would hardly think 
it the ſame, were it not for the Mourning they ſlil 
wear, on the Account of the late Kirg's Death. I his 
is a Formality uſed all over Chriſtendom in ſuch Cales, 
and ſerves for a Diſguiſe to Hpecrites, The Frenc 
Grandees make uſe of it to maique their ſeveral 50. 
tick Deſigns. They wear Black, the Emblem of 
Sane ſe, to denote their Grief for the dead Monarch, 
and yet they feaſt and revel, to the end they may 
ſend more of the Royal Blood after him. The Mat- 
ter | am going to inform thee of, is tragical in it 
ſelf; and had been worſe, but for the Prevention of 
Providence, 


T hies 


A 
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Three Day ago, the Princes of the Blood, with 
divers of the Prime Nobility, were invited to a 


| Felt by the 2ween's Order. The Place where 'twas 
| kept, is called the New Caſtle, It is needleſs for me 


to deſcribe the magnificent Entertainment; thou 


| may conclude, all things were performed with 


great Coſt and Majeſty. They banquetted with 
Wine to Exceſs; inſomuch, as the Duke of Orlean;, 
about Midnight, walking through a Gallery, was 
ſo inebriated with the Juice of the Grape, that he 
ſell aſleep on a Couch, which ſtood about the 
middle of the Walk; he was wrapt in his Cloak, 
2 Garment well known in the Court, by the large 
Diamond that button'd it before; but no Body 
came by that way, till two Hours afterwards, a 
certain French Lord, paſſing to his Lodging, + took 
Notice of a Man aſleep on the Couch, and draw- 
ing nearer knew it te be the Duke. Wondering 


| what ſhould bz the Meaning of it, he enquired 


of the Duke's Page, that ſtood not far off who 
told him, His Maſter vas overcome with Wine, The 
Lord not thinking it convenient to leave a Pre 
of the Blood in ſuch a Place at that Time of the 
Night, cauſed his Servants to take him up and car- 
ry him to his own Lodgings, who, for the greater 
Conveniency, left his Cloak behind upon tte 
Couch. As ſoon as they were gone, the Duke's 
Page puts on the C'oak, and being alſo tired with 
watching, laid himſelf down to ſſcep. The Duke 
not long after awakes, ard call'd for his Page, not 
knowing where he was. 1he Servants of the 
French Lord immediately ran to the Page, but 
found him dead upon the Couch, being flabb'd 
through the Heart. Thou may'it imagine what a 
Surprize the whole Court was in, When this Acci- 
dent was known. Next Morning, ſtrict Inquiſiticn 
was made into this Affair, but nothing brought 
to light; only 'twas obſerved, 'I'hat about three a. 

I Clock 
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Clock in the Morning, an unknown Perſon was ſcen 
by the Centinels to be let into Cardinal Mazarin;' 
Apartment. The Buſineſs is huſh'd up; yet People 
ifare not to whiſper, that the Cadinal was priyy 
to the Murder; adding, that the Blow was given 
by Miſtake, the Page being ſuppos'd to be the 
Duke, as he lay wiapt up in that remarkable Cloal; 
It is common in theſe Id! Countries, for great 
Men to hire Ruſhans to execute their Revenge. And 
theile Fellows are as prompt and dextrous at a pri- 
vate Murder, as our Mutes are to execute the Plea- 
ſure of the Grand Signior, when he commands them 
to ſtrangle any offending Paſa. But they will 
have half the Price of their Villany before hard, 
and the Reſidue when 'tis accompliſhed. Thus is 
innccent Blood become a Merchandize : They traf. 
fick for Aſlaſhinations 5 and, a Man cannot call his 
Life his own, fince at that very Inllant it may be 
bought by ancther. I have nct heard that ſuch a 
deteſtable Wickednefs has. ever been praQis'd in the 
Empire of the Muſſulmans, much leis in tl e "erap 1's 
of our Sultans, Which are the Manſions of juice 
and Virtue. 

One of the Grandes of France, (whom they call 
the Duke of PLeayfort ) takes inceliant Pains to find 
out the Author of this Murder. He is a mortal 
Enemy of Cardinal Mazarini, and would give haf 
the Revenue of his Dukedom, could he remove 
him out of the Kingdom. He inlinuates very plau- 
{ible Suſpicions into the Minds of the Courtiers, to 
render him odious. He dares not openly accuie 
him of being acceſſary to the Page's Death, having 
no evident Proofs againit him; but he endeavours to 
create in all Men a Belief, that he had a hand in it. 
He has conſulted a Magician, who has ſhew'd him 
the Figure of the Muracrer in a Glaſs, and by an»- 
ther Effect of his Enchanuments, has prelented him 
with a licture drawn from the Magical, Portraiciure 

| in 


* 


Vol. II. 4 Ser at Parris. 171 


in the Glaſs, which the Duke had cauſed to be imi- 
tated by the skilfulleſt Maſters in France, ſending 
the Copies in great Numbers to all Parts of the 
Kingdom, with Orders to the Governors of "Towns 
and Cities, eſpecially ſuch as are on the Frontiers 
and Sea-Coaſts, to cauſe all Travellers to be brought 
before them, and confronted with the Picture; 
that ſo (if poſſible) the Murderer may be diſco- 
ver'd, who will not fail to be put to all the Tor- 
tures they can invent, to draw a Confeſſion from him, 
7hat Cardinal Mazarini had contrived the Murder of 
nde Duke of Orleans, tho* by miſtake *twas executed 
n his Page. But the Cardinal is even with him. 
having accuſed him to the Queer, of deligning to 
murder him; whereupon the Duke is ſent Priſoner 
to the Caftle of the Wood of Vinciennes, This makes 
tlie Creatures of Beaufort to murmur and ſay, There 
is a higher Hand than the Cardinal's alone, in the 
Contrivance of this Murder. Libels are ſcatter'd 
up and down the Streets; and 'tis ſaid, That the 
Ghoſt of the Page has been often ſeen to walk in the 
Royal Apartments. | 
In the mean time, I wait all Opportunities to do 
the Grand Signior ſome effectual Service, ſnatching 
every Contingency which may advance the Ottoman 
Intereſt, Neither am I forgetful to oblige my 
Friends, | 

The Great God preſerve thee from untimely 
Death, and give thee Favour with the Sultan. 


Paris, 3oth of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. | 


12 LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 
Fo Peſteli Hali, his Brother. 


HEN I wrote laſt to thee, I thought I 
| ſhould have taken a farther Journey than 
thou; fa was the deſigned Stage of thy Travel; 
but I look'd on my ſelf at that Jime, as bound for 
another World: And the:efore, having no hopes of 
ever ſeing thee again in this, I gave thee a ſolemn 
Adieu. It is now four Years ſince that Letter was 
writ, during which, thou haſt teen many range 
Things in the EA. while I have obſerv'd ſome Re. 
markables in the et. Thou art return'd ſafe to 
Con/lantineple, and I am till alive in Paris. 1am 
overjoy'd to hear I have a Brother living; I hope 
thou wilt not be ſorry that I have hitherto eſcaped 
the Stroke of Death,, We Two are the only ſurvi— 
ving of all our Race; let us love one another, as 
though there were nothing elſe in the World for us 
to love. As for par Mother, I know not whether 
ſhe be on Earth or in Paradiſe. The laſt Letter ſhe 
ſent me, expreſs'd her Grief for the Death of her 
ſecond Husband, ſince which, Eighteen Moons are 
elaps d, and I have heard nothing cf her. 1 deſire 
thee, if thou halt any 'Tepderneſs for Mahmut, to ſa- 
tisfy me whether the is living or dead. Perlaps ſhe is 
married again, and may be removed into ſome un- 
known Country I arp perplex'd wah a Thouſand 
Anxieties avout her. 

Remember, 1 hat the Tribe to which wi belong, 
wa none of the moſt obſcure in Arabia. Let us uni- 
tate the Virtues of our Kindred, without meddling 
with their, Yes; in ſuch a Family it will not be 
difficule io find tome good Fxampies, and ſuch a 


are woithy to be followed. Let us learn Tempe: 
rance- 
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rance from one, Prudence from another, Magna- 
nimity from a third, and the Rules of Piety and 
jullice from them all. This I take to be a proper 
Method to acquire an Excellency in Virtue, and to 
root good Habits in us; it being certain, that pra- 
ical Examples have more Influence on Men, than 
tie molt pithy and ſage Inſtructions. Who can re- 
fiect on the Incomparable Modeſty of Veh, my 
Father's Brother, and not be charm'd ? Thou 
may'ſt remember with how ſweet a Grace of 
lildneſs and Condeſcafion all his Actions were 
adorn'd. He was eſteem'd the moſt polite Man in 
thole Parts. From him we may learn to bear In- 
juries patiently, and not to grow peeviſh at the 
{mpertinencies of the Vulgar: Not to be of a rug- 
coed Temper, fierce or revengeful, but to be al- 
ways of an even Deportment, purſuing all Men 
with Civilities and good Offices; the very Nature 
of which brings it own Reward along with it (if 
there were no other; ) the Mind being fed with an 
inexpreſſible Complacency, after ſuch generous Per- 
formances. 

Mcbmet Ali, our Kinſman, was a Man of ſingular 
Government and Moderation. He was neither vain- 
ly fond of his Friend, nor Humorous or Cold. He 
rejeted Flatterers, and was not concern'd at Slan- 
derers. He was neither Superſtitious nor Prophane z 
Liberal witheut Pride, Frugal without Avarice, and 
in all Things he carried himſelf with exquiſite So- 
briety ard Reaſon. | 

Such Men as theſe we ought to ſet before us, 
as Patterns of a good Life; and, in following their 
Steps, we ſhall honour the Family from which we 
deſcend, 

In peruſing thy Letter, I find thou haſt made 
ſome profitable Remarks in thy Travels, Thou 
haſt been at the Courts of ſeveral Great and Illu- 


ſtrious Princes; and returneſt Home enrich'd with 
I 3 a Trea- 
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a Traeſury of Jewels, of a far higher Price than 
Rubies and Diamonds. The Knowledge which tliou 
haſt purchaſed, is a Merchandiſe for Kings, and will 
render thee acceptable to the Sovereigns of the 
Earth. Thou haſt improv'd much in a little Time, 
and ſhalt reap the Honour and Profit of thy Expe- 
zience all the Days of thy Life. 
It will be a kind Office, if thou wilt gratiſy thy 
Brother with ſome of thoſe choice Obſervations 
thou haſt made. I have a particular Deſire to be 
| inform'd of many Things in the Indien. Our Couſin 
{jo.uf is covetous of his Memoirs; he will not impart 
| any thing to me, though he has likewiſe travers'd 
all the Eaft; I would fain know the Age and Cha- 
racer of the preſent Magul. Here is a Portugueze in 
[ the City, with whom I ſometimes converſe : He 
| has been at Ingoſtan, and ſays, that the preſent En- 
terer of that Country is a Man of no great Abili- 
ties, ſuffering his Affairs to be managed by the Con- 
duct of Women; That he has more than ordinary 
Familiarity with one of his Daughters; That he 
has four Sons, whom he has made Sovereigns of Pro- 
winces ; They are Princes of active Spirits; and,/ 
he ſays, 'tis fear'd they will one Day depoſe their 
Father, | | 
| He tells a remarkable Story of the Grand Myu!s 
being once in Danger of his Life; which becaule it 
has -fomething in it very extraordinary, I will in 
| Brief relate it to thee. 
| It happened that this Prince was riding on one 
| of his Elephants in the Province of Caſhemire, when 
| ſuddenly the Beaſt grew raging mad, (it ſeems it is 
the Nature of theſe Animals, when they are ſtung 
| with Luſt, at certain Times of the Year, to fall in-, 
to 2 kind af Phrenzy, which, if not timely obvia- 
ted, will laſt ſerty Days.) He, . whoſe Office it was 
co manage the Fe bart, perceiving that the King's 
Liſe was in apparent Danger, through oe Ne 
mou? 
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Humour of the Beaſt, had not time to ſay any more 
to the King, but only theſe Words; There is but this 
2:ly gay to ſave your Life, that I ſacrifice mine to the 
Flephant, ach freely do, as an unfeigned Teſtimony 
of my Loyalty. With that, he cait himſelf at the 
Elephant's Feet, which immediately took him up 
with his Trunk and kill'd him, and ſo became paci- 
fed. The King aſtoniſhed at ſo ſurprizing an Ac- 
cident, and to teſtify his Gratitude for ſo unparal- 
I'd a Fidelity, ſent for this Man's Son, and ha- 
ving a:k'd them, whether they could have Reſolu · 
tion encugh to follow their Father's Examples in ſuch 
a Caſe, to which they all anſwering, That his Majeſty 
mizht ſee it immediately, if he pleaſe to give but the 
Word; the King causd rich Veſts to be beſtowed 
on every one of them, with other Preſents, and 
made em the Chief Maſters of his Elephants through- 
eut the Empire, The Portugueze added, that in token 
of Thankfulneſs to Heaven for ſo ſignal a Preſerva- 
tion, the Emperor gave Royal and Magnificent Alms 
to all the Poor in that Province, vowing ni:ver to 
ride ag on an Elephant, ſince it had colt-him the 
Life of one of his moſt faichful Servants, - 

If thou haſt met with any Intiances of ſo re- 
markable a Virtue, inſert them in thy Letter ; for, 
whatever may be in the Ea, a Man may live 
whole Ages in theſe WefRern Parts, before he ſhall 
find ſuch unſhaken Fidelity ia a Servant. The Ag 
Eternal caſt an Eye of Favour on thee, and reward 
2 for the Love thou beareſt to our glorious 
ian, 


Paris, 16th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER I. 


To Ibrahim Haly Cheik, a Mas of the 
So WERE EY yt 


„ 


E RE is a Man come to this City, if he 

may be called a Man, who pretends to 

have lived about theſe ſixteen Hundred 

Years, They call him tle Wanarins Zou, 

But ſome fay, he is an Inpoſtor. He ſays of him- 
ſelf, that he was Uſher of the Divan in Jeruſal n, 
(the Jus call it the Coxrt of Judgment] where all 
Criminal Cauſes were try'd, at the Time when 
Feſus, the Son of Mary, the Chriſtian's Mffias, ws 
| con- 


A 
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condemned by Pontius Pilate the Roman Prefident. 
That his Name was Michob Ader ; and that, for 
| thruſting Jeſus out of the Hal with theſe Words, 
| Go, auby tarrieſt thou? The Mas anſwered him 
; again; I go, but tarry thou *tiil I come; thereby 
| condemning him to live till the Day of Tudzment. 
| He pretends to remember the Apo/{les that lived 
in thoſe Days, and that he himſelf was Bapr/ized by 
done of them; that he has travelled through all the 
| Regions of the World, and fo muſt continue to be a 
Vagabond 'till the Meas ſhall return again. They 
gay, that he heals Diſeaſes, by touching the Party 
F aftected Divers other Miracles are aſcribed to him 
| by the ſenorant and Superſtitious; but the Learned, 
| the Noble and the Great, cenſure him as a Counter- 
| ſeit, or a Madam, Vet there are, who affirm, that 
is one convincing Argument of the Reality of 
| his Pretence, that he has hitherto eſcaped a Pri- 
| fon, eipecially in theſe Countries, where the Au- 
| thors of all Innovations are ſeverely punifh'd. He 
| has eſcaped the Inguifitions at Nome, in Spain, and in 
Portugal, which the Vulgar will have to be an evi- 
dent Miracle. 
One Day 1 had the Curioſity to diſcourſe with 
him in ſeveral Languages; and I found him Ma- 
ſer of all thoſe that I could ſpeak. I converſed 
with him five or fix Hours together in Arabic#; 
He told me, that there was ſcarce a true Hiſtory 
to be found. I asked him, what he thought of 
Mahomet the Prophet and Lawgiver of . the Muſſal- 
nan! He aniwered, that he knew his Father ve- 
ry well, and had bcen often in his Company at 
| Ormus in Perſia; that Mahomet was a Man full of 
Light and a Divine Spirit, but had his Errocs as 
weil as other Mortals, and that his chiefeſt was, in 
cenying the Crucifixion of the Maſſias; for, ſaid he 
I was then p efent', and jaw him hang on the Crofts avith 
th.c Hes of ming, He acculed the Mu/ulman; of 
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Impoſture, in making the World believe, That th 
Tomb their Prophet hangs miraculouſly between 
Heaven and Earth, ſaying, that he himſelf had 
ſeen it, and that it was built after the manner of 
other Sepulchres. I hou who haſt been at the H: 
Place, knoweſt . whether this be true or falſe. [+ 
upbraids the Pe, ian Mahometans with Luxury, the 
Ottomans with Tyranny, the Arabians with Robber, 
the Moors with Cruelty, and the Mufulmans of the 
Indies with Atheiſm: Nor does he ſpare to reproach 
the Chriſti an Churches: He taxes the Roman ard 
Grecian with the Pompous Idolatry of the Heathen;, 
He accuſes the Atbiopian of Fudaiſm, the Armerian 
of Herefies ; and ſays, That the Proteflants, if they 
would live according to their Profeſſion, would be 
the beſt Chriſtians. 

He told me, he was in Rome when Nero ſet Fire 
to th: City, and ſtood triumphing on the Top ef 
a Hill to behold its Flames. That he ſaw Saladins; 
Return from his Conqueſts in the Faß, when he 
cauſe! his Shirt to be carried on the Top of a Spear, 
with this Proclamation 3 Saladine, Lord of many rich 
Countries, Congqaeror of the Eaſt, ever victorious and 
hazpy, when he dies Hall haue no other Memorial left 
of all his Glories, but only this poor Shirt. 

He relates many remarkable Paſſages of Solyman 
the Magnificent, whereof our Hiftories are ſſilent, 
and ſays, he was in Conſtantinople, when Solyman 
built that Roya/ Moſque, which goes by his Name. 
He knew Tamerlane the Scythian, and told me, That 
he was fo call'd, becauſe he halted with one Leg. 
He pretends alſo to have been acquainted with 
Scandes beg, the Valiant and Fortunate Prince of 
Epirus, He ſeem'd to pity the inſupportable Ca- 
lamity of Bajazet, whom he had ſeen carried a- 
tout in a Cage by Tamerlane's Order, He accuſes 
the Scy:hian of too barbarous an Inſult on. the 
Unfortunate Sultan, He remembers the 2 
ani. 


Vol. II. a Spy of Pants. 179 


Caliphs of Babylon and Egypt; the Empire of the 
| Sazarens, and the Wars in the Holy Land. He 
highly extols the Valour and Conduct of the re- 
nowned Godfrey of Bullaigne. He gives an accurate 
| Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, Etabliſhment, and 
*ybverſion of the Mamalules in Egypt. He ſays, 
he has waſh'd himſelf in the two head Springs of 
the River Me, which ariſe in the moſt Southern 
Part of AEthiopia, That its Increaſe is occaſion'd by 
the great Rains in Æthiopia, which (well all the Ri- 
vers that fall into the Mile, and cauſe that vaſt un- 
dation, which has ſo much puzzled Philo/ephy to 
find out the Origin. He ſays, that the River Ganges 
in India is broader. and deeper than the Mie; that 
the River Niger in M rica is longer by ſome Hun- 
dreds of Miles; and, that he can remember a time, 
when the River Nile overflowed not till Three 
Months after the uſual Seaſon. 

Having profeſſed himſelf an univerſal Traveller, 
and that there was no Corner of the Earth where 
he had not been preſent, I began to comfort my 
feif with the Hopes of . ſome News from the Ten 


Tribes of Iſrael, that were carried into Captivity by 


Sa/manafſar King of Moria, and could never be heard 
of ſince, I ask'd him ſeveral Queſtions concerning 
them, but found no ſatisfactory Anſwer . Only he 
told me, that both in Afa, AM, ia and Eurepe, he 
had taken notice of a fort of People, Who (though 
not Jews in Profeſſion) yet retained ſame Characle- 
riſticks, whereby one might diſcover them to be de- 
ſcended of that Nation. 

In Livonia, Ruſta, and Fir/and, he had met with 
People of diſtinct Languages from that of the Coun- 
try, having a great Mixture of Hebrew Words; 
that theſe ablained from Swines Fleſh, Blood, and 
Things ſtrangled. That in their Lamentations for 
the Dead, they always uſed theſe Words | Fer, 
Jeru, Maſcr, Salem] By which he thought, they 
calle 4 
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called to remembrance Jeruſalem and Damaſcus, 
thoſe tivo famous Cities of Paleſtine and Syria, In 
the Circaſians alſo he had traced ſome Footfteps c 
Judaiſm; their Cuſtoms, Manner of Life, Feaſts, 
Marriages, and Sacrifces, being not far removed 
from the Inftitutions of the Moſaick Law. But 
what is moſt remarkable, he ſaid, that he had cor- 
verſed with profeſſed Jews in the North Parts ef 
Afia, who never ſo. much as heard of  Zeſus, the 
Son of Mary, or of the Revolutions in Judæa after 
his Death, the Siege and Deſtruction of Feru/alm, 
or any other Matters wherewith all Hiſtories abound 
concerning that Nation He ſaid moreover, I bat 
theſe Jews had only the Pentateuch, not having 
heard of the reſt of thoſe Books which compole 
the greateſt Part of the Old Teftament ; and, I hat 
this Pentateuch was written in a ſort of Hebrew, 
far different from that which is now commonly 
ipcken by the reſt of the diſperſed Jeaus through- 
out the World. That the Number of . theſe Jeu, 
was inEnite.. And finally, he thought, That theſe 
(if any) were the true Poſterity of thoſe Ten Captive 
Tribes. „ 

Having mentioned the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 1 
ask'd him where he was at that Time? He told me 
in the Court of Veſpafian at Rome, and that he had 
heard the Emperor lay, when he underſtood the 
Temple of Solomon was burnt to Aſhes, He had rather 
all Rome had been ſet on Fire. Here the old Man 
fell a weeping himſelf, lamenting the Ruins of that 
noble Structure, which he deſcribed to me as fa- 
miliarly, as if he had ſeen it but yeſterday. He 
fays, that Joſephus wrote partially of the Seaztious 
in the City, being related to one of the Chief Ring- 
leaders,” whom therefore he ſpar'd, being loch 
o i!ain the Reputation of bis own Family to all 
Fo! erity. | 
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T tell thee, ſage Cheil, if this Man's Pretences 
de true, he is fo full of choice Memoirs, and has been 
Witneſs to ſo many grand Tranſactions for the Space 
of ſixteen Centuries of Years, that he may not un- 
ktly be call'd, A Living Chu vnolgy, the Proto- Notary 
of the Chriſtiam Hegira, or ' Printipal Recorder of 
tat which they eſleem the La Epocha of the 
Werld's Duration. ' | 

By his Looks one would take him for a Reli# of 
the Old World, or one of the Long-liv'd Fathers be- 
fare the Floed. To ſpeak modeſtly, he may paſs for 
the Younger Brother of Time. 

It would be endleſs to tell thee how many other 
Diſcourſes we had -of his Travels and Memoirs; till 
tired with his Company, and judging all to be a 
Cheat, I took my Leave. | 

I tell thee, he ſeems to be a Man well vers'd in all 
Hiſtories, a great Traveller, and one that affects to be 
counted an extraordinary Perſon. The common 
People are ready to adore him; and the very Fear 
of the Multitude reſtrains the Magiſirates from of- 
{ering any Violence to this Impo/or. 

Live thou in the Exerciſe of thy Reaſon, which 
will not permit thee to be ſeduced into Errors, by 
the ſubtle Inſinuations of Men. Continue to love 
Mabmut, who honours thee without a Fiction. 


Paris, 4th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


5 LETTER 
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LETTER II. 
To the Selictar Aga, or Sword. Bearer. 


Ealouſy, the Bane of publick Alliances, as well as 

of private Friendſhip, has carried the Arms of 

Swwedeland into Denmark, at a Time when leaſt ex 
pected. 

All Europe was alarmed at the New of this /ar- 
prixing Invaſion ; it being thought that the Swede; 
had Work enough cut for them in Germany, 

However, few could penetrate into the Reaſons 
which induced them to reſpite the Inperialiſis, and 
at the ſame time carry the War into the Dominions 
of King Chriſtian; who by his Mediation, and other 
good Offices, between the German Emperor and that 
Crown, merited another kind of Retarn than an 
Hoſtile Invaſion. ; 

But the Peace maker has mot Times a thankleſs 
Office, I have ſeen a Gentleman endeavouring to 
part or pacify two c, his Friends, enceuntring in 
the Streets of Paris, and has received the Point of 
one of their Rapiers in his Heart for his Kindre', 
So fared it with the King of Denmark, who was 
accepted of by both Parties, as Umpire of the 
Quarrel, and had ſent his Ambaſſador to Munfſier, 


where he treated ſo ſuccesfully © with the Inperia- 


lit, that he brought them to Terms very advan- 
tageous to the Swedes 3 yet the firſt Overtures of 
his Mediation gave ſo great a Suſpicion to that Na- 
tion, that while the Daniſe Ambaſſador was actually 
concluding a Peace for them, they commence à 
War, or rather tranſlate it from the Provinces of 
the Empire to Scania, entring that Coun:ry with 
twelve thouſand Men. And, to ſhew the World 


they were in earneſt, they privately treat with the 
* FF | Hollander. 
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| Hillanders, to aſſiſt them with a Fleet and Men, 
| which was granted them under the Command of 
Admiral Martin Tyes. 

at the ſame Time, General Torflenſon entred 
Holfein, where he advanced with admirable Succeſs ; 
took Kiel by Surprize; and paſſing forward, poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Jutland, driving King Chriſtian 
into a Corner of his Dominions; for, now he had 
only Zeland and Fionia left, which are two Hands, 
the former whereof commands the Paſſage into the 
Baltick Sea, 3 | 

Here the King of Dennart finds himſelf beſet 
with Difficulties and Dangers by Sea and Land ; 
yet, in regard his greateſt Strength Jay in his Ship- 
ping, he wholly applies himſelf to rig and man 
out a good Fleet At the ſame Time, he informs 
his Alh of this unjuſt War, and made paſſionate 
Complaints to the Emperor, for whoſe Sake all this 
beſel him, amploring his Friendſhip and Aid in fo 
great a Calamity The Emperor ſends Galafſo with 
Forces, who entring the Territories of Hamburgh 
and Lubeck, a League was negotiated between the 
Emperor and the Dani/s King. But by the Artifices 
of the French and Holland Ambaſſaders at Copenhagen, 
the King was diſſuaded from making an Alliance 
with the e of Auſtria. 

3 the Dunkerkers offered King Chriſtian 
to maintain a conſiderable Fleet in the Sound, at 
8 own. Charge, which he ſeemed to accept 


All the Miniſters endeavour to play their own 
Game, and abuſe the Goodneſs of the unfortunate 
King. Whilſt in the mean Time, he loſes Ground in 
Holftein; General Jorſtenſon having taking Chriftian- 
ru, a very ſtrong Place. 

What will be the Iſſue of theſe Tranſactions, 
Time will manifeſt; but, were not this King Ma- 
ſter of an. extraordinary Virtue, he would fink un- 

der 
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Hollanders, to aſſiſt them with a Fleet and Men, 
Khich was granted them under the Command of 
Aamiral Martin Des. 

at the fame Time, General Torſtenſon entred 
Ho!fein, where he advanced with admirable Succeſs ; 
took Kiel by Surprize; and paſſing forward, poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Jutland, driving King Chriſtian 
into a Corner of his Dominions; for, now he had 
only Zelaud and Fionia left, which are two Hands, 
the former whereof commands the Paſſage into the 
Baltick Sea. og b 

Here the King of Denmark ſinds himſelf beſet 
with Difficulties and Dangers by Sea and Land ; 
yet, in regard his greateſt Strength lay in his Ship- 
ping, he wholly applies himſelf to rig and man 
out a good Fleet At the ſame Time, he informs 
his Ah of this unjuſt War, and made paſſionate 
Complaints to the Emperor, for whoſe Sake all this 
beſel him, emploring his Friendſhip and Aid in fo 
great a Calamity The Emperor ſends Galafſo with 
Forces, who. entring the 'Ferritories. of Hamburgh 
and Lubeck, a League was negotiated between the 
Emperor and the Daniþ King. But by the Artifices 
of the French and Holland Ambaſſaders at Copenhagen, 
the King was diſſuaded from making an Alliance 
with the Houſe of Auſtria. 

However, the Dunkerkers offered King Chriftian 
to maintain a conſiderable Fleet in the Sound, at 
x own. Charge, which he ſeemed to accept 

All the Miniſters endeavour to play their own 
Game, and abuſe the Goodneſs of the unfortunate 
King. Whilſt in the mean Time, he loſes Ground in 
Holftein; General Torſtenſon having taking Chriftian- 
ru, a very ſtrong Place. | 

What will be the Iſſue of theſe Tranſactions, 
Time will manifeſt; but, were not this King Ma- 
ſter of an extraordinary Virtue, he would fink un- 
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der ſo many Preſſures, being a Man of a great Age. 
But God ſupports whom he pleaſes. | 


Paris, 20th e, the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1644» 


LETTER III. 


To Cara Haly the Phyſician, at Conſtan- 
tinople. | 


HOU haft ſeen many in the Arms of Death, 

wreſtling with the grim Monarch of Shadows, 
who by the Privilege of an excellent Conllitution, 
have diſengaged themſelves from his Clutches, and 
ſtood at open Defiance with him for ſome Years 
afterwards But I queſtion whether thou haſt ever 
known any, whom that Conqueror has once laid in 
the Duſt, that recovered again. 

In a Village about half a League from this City, 
there died a Man (or at leaſt he ſeemed to die) 
about a Week ago. He was firetch'd forth into 
the Poſture fitteſt for his Coffin, by the Hands of 
two old Women. His Relations and Friends 
Rock'd about'the Body, to pray for his Soul, as is 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtiant. The Houſe was fill'd 
with Tears and Sighs, . and a mournful Cloud fat on 
every Brow. He lay thus for the Space of thirty 
five Hours, dead in the Suppofition of all his 
Family. When the Watchers, who ſat by, were 
ſuddenly aftoniſhed to hear him ſneeze 3 they ran 
away at' firſt, as Pope afirighted at ſome ghaſtly 
Viſion, and alarmed the whole Neighbourhoud with 


the News. * Phyficians were ſent for, who cauſing 
him to be laid in a warm Bed, and uſing proper 
Applications, he recovered his Senſes, and by De- 
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orees his Speech: They are in Hopes to reſtore him 
to perfet Health again. He relates to his Viſitants 
many ſtrange Things that he has ſeen and heard du- 
ring the thirty five Hours that he was thought 
to be dead. He ſays, he has been before the 
7/1cre of God, and has ſeen all the Orders of Angels; 


that he was commanded to return back again to 


his Body, to warn Men of the approaching Day of 
Judgment. Fle preaches Repentance and gocd 
Works to all that come near him. Hence it is, that 
the devoster Sort of People reſort to his Houſe in 
Pilgrimage, eſteeming him a Saint. They ſay, he 
has anticipated the general Reſurrection: To give a 
freſh Proof of it to this unbelieving Age, and to 
evince that it will come to paſs before he ſhall quit 
his Body, he propheſies the Converſion of the Favs 
te be near at Hand, and, that the Muyſulmans ſhall 
embrace the Chriflian Faith. 

Such as are fond of Novelties and ſuperſticiouſly 
inclined, believe what he ſays. to be as true as the 
Alcoran ; but the Learned impute it all to the Fumes 
of Melancholy, to which he was always naturally 


prone. For my Part, who believe that Mahomer,. 


the M. enger of God, was the laſt, - and Seal of all 
the Prophets, I look for. none after him; nor am 1 
credulous of every one, Wha pretends to a divine 
Commiſſion. - Vet, when J am in Company with ſuch 
as are this Man's Admirers, I talk as they do, and 
ſeem what I am not, that I may the better acquit 
my ſelf what I realy am. Beſides, it is not Pru- 
cence to provoke the Fury of Bigots, by oppoſing 
their Sentiments. 5 | 

They relate a Story, of a Man who died in this 
City ſome Hundreds of Years ago; and 'tis upon 
Record, That this Perſon' during his Life-r:me 
was eſteemed a very h:ly Man, but after his Death, 
while they were performing his funeral Obſequies, 
and carrying the Body round the Church in Proce/- 
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fron, he ſuddenly ſtarted up from the Bier on which 
he was carried, pronouncing theſe Words with 
an audible Voice, 1 am arraigned before the Jud ment 
Seat of God. All that heard him ſpeak, were afto- 
niſhed at ſo ſurprizing an Event, and the Pris, 
who ſang the Hymn of Refi to his Soul, for a while 
deſiſted. But again, going on with their Proceſ- 
ſion and Hymns, he aroſe the ſecond Time, and 
ſaid aloud, I am tricd at God's Tribunal. This put 
another Stop to the Solemnity, till after ſome De. 
liberations, they reſolved to proceed a third Time, 
when he ſtarted up again, and ſaid, I am conden- 
ned by the Juſt Sentence of God, This put a final 
Stop to the funeral Ceremonies. They would no 
longer chant a Reft to the Soul! of him, whoſe 
dead Body aroſe, and pronounced him Damned. 
Neither would they bury his Body in Conſecrated 
Greund, whoſe Son] they knew was lodg'd in Hall 
by a Voice from the Dead. There is an Order of 
Derwiſes, called Carthufiens, who, they fay, are a 
ſtanding Monument of the Truth of this Relation, 
For one Bruno, being touched with Compunction 
at ſo tremendous an Accident, immediately for- 
lock the Society of Men, and led a contemplative 
Life in exquiſite Silence, Abſtinence, Faſting, and 
Prayer, enjoyning all his Followers to do the like 
are now ſpread into moſt Parts of Chriſfen- 

dim, having magnificent Monaſteries, great Im- 
munities, and are eſteemed the ffricteſt Order of the 
Roman Church. They are ſerved in the Markets be- 
fore the King himſelf. If any Derwi/e of another 
Order deſires to come into this, he may; but from 
this there is no Return. They dig a part of their 
own Grave every Day, having every one a Cel 
and a Garden to himſelf, They converſe with one 
another but once a Week. And if when they are 
walking into the Cly/ters of their Monaſtery they 
happen to ſpy a Stranger, they ſcud away into 4 
ells, 
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Cells, as Conies into their Holes, at the Sight of a 


Dog. They, never taſte of Fleſh, and are obliged to 
ay eight Hours in four and twenty, 

This Order has afforded eminent Scholars and 
*ateſmen ; but now tis like to have Men of ancther- 
Character for its Proſelytes; for, ſince the Reſur-— 


© rection of this mew Prophet, J mentioned in the be- 


ginning of my Letter, the Rabble are all turning 
Carthufgans. . 
Thou who art acquainted with the Nature of 


Facies and Trances, wilt know what to judge of 


this Man's Raptures. The great Cardan could fall 


into them when he pleaſed ; and I have heard of a 
learned DMahometan Derviſe in the Indies, that had 


the Art of withdrawing his Soul from the Body, at 


which Times he beheld divine and celgſtial Things, 


rot by Way of Contemplation, but real Intuition, 


” We muſt acknowledge theſe to be the Favourites of 
Haven, Friends of Nature, and privy to the Secrets 
of both Worlds, | 


I deſire thee to write me ſome News of my 


Friends; for, I can hear nothing from them: Which 


makes me think my ſelf among the Dead, and quite 


| forgotten, If thou til} retaineſt thy wonted Chear- 
| fulneſs, thou art happy, Sadneſs is the Bane of the 
| Soul, from which, I pray Heaven preſerve both 
thee and me. 


Paris, 26th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1644. 


LETTER 
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Yo William Voſpel, a Chriftian Recluſe 
of Auſtria, 


Ama Chriſtian as well as thou, and yet I cannot 

find a Reaſon to live after thy Manner. Not 
that I reprehend thy Choice, but I conſult my 
own Happineſs. I could willingly embrace a I. 
naſtic Life, were it not for the Yow of Obedience, 
'T hoſe of Chaſtity and Poverty are not fo frightful, 
But, to be abſolutely reſigned to the Will of a Suye- 
rior (who may be a thouſand Times more vicious 
than my ſelf) is far more irkſome, than to be a 
Slave in Turkey, There a Man may pave himſelf a 
Way to many Enjoyments in the midſt of Captivity, 
ard ſweeten his worſt Condition with the Hopes of 
Freedom one Time or other: But here I muſt be 
condemn'd to an everlaſting Servitude, and ſuch 
an one, as renders it a Crime ſo much as to think 
of Pleaſure, or dream of a Releaſe. I muſt be 
ever confined, to obey one that perhaps is not Ma- 
ſter of himſelf ; to humour all his Caprices ; to give 
the Lye to that Senſe and Reaſon, with which God 
and Nature have endued me: To make Black 
and White, Good and Evil, reciprocal Terms ; 
though every one knows, they are perfect Contra- 
ditions, In fine, I muſt refolve in all Things (not 
excepting my very Thoughts) to be conducted by 
him, who, for ought | know, follows no other 
Guide but his own irregular Paſſions, What will 
then become of me, after ſuch an unreaſonable 
Forfeiture of my native Liberty? 1 will tell thee 
in one Word; from a rational Creature, I hall 
be changed to a Brute; from a Man to a St; 


and, having now ſome Sparks of Yu =. - 
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ſhall then be made the Rendezvouze of all Vice. 

Thirk not, that I go about to make thee hate 
the Manner of Life thou haſt choſen; Though I 
elleem thee miſerable, do not judge ſo of thy ſelf. 
'|'hou mayeſt find a great deal of Pleaſure in that Re- 
ſtraint, Which to me would be the moſt inſupportable 
Calamity in the World; and it may be as eaſy for 
thee to ſubmit to the Will of another, as *tis hard for 
me to comply with my own. I am of ſo wavering 
a Conſtitution, that I cannet without great Difficulty 
pleaſe my ſelf, much Jeſs could I be able to humour 
the Extravagahries of a Soul, different from mine. 
] have obſerved, that ſhould I follow the Motions of 
my own proper Inclination at ail Times, I ſhould do 
many "Things wherecf I might afterwards repent : 
Why may not the Caſe be the ſame, or worſe, if I 
blindly obey the Will of a Stranger? Am ] ſure that 
he is a good Man ? Or, if he be ſo to Day, how do! 
know but that he may be otherwiſe to Morrow ? Nay, 
what Security can be given me, that if he be a Saint 
this Hour, he will not be a Devil the next; fince the 
"Temper of Man varies as often, and ſuffers as many 
Alterations as the Elements do, out of which he 
; compounded? Where then can be the Reaſon, of 
giving my ſelf wholly up to any Man's Difpcial all 
my Life time? Is it not ſufficient to obey the Sovereign 
Prelate, who commands the whole Church, yet impo- 
ſes not the Dictates of his own Will as a Law, but go- 
verns all Chriftians according to the ancient Traditi- 
ons, ſacred Canons, and Decrees of the Apoſile:, Fa 
thers and Council? Whereas, thoſe who preſide over 
the Conwents of the Religious, many Times rule arbi- 
trarily, commanding their Subjects to do thoſe Things, 
which are diametrically oppcfite to the very fundamen- 


tal Rules of CHiſlianity, and Contrary to the Law of 
Nature. 
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The more I think on't, the greater is my Averſion 
for this private blind Obedience. 

Thou wilt ſay, that a regular Life is the Way to 
Perfection. I grant it; but cannot a Man lead 3 
regular Lift, unleſs he be immured in a Cormuent ? 
Or be perfect, if his Mind be not ſquared to the 
Retirements of a Cley/ter? I will tell thee my Sen- 
timents freely, and without a Mask. The Nature 
of every Thing is its Perfection; there are per- 
fect Sinners as well as perſect Saints. Thus we 
ſay, ſuch an one is a perfect Drunkard, Fornicator 
Cheat, Tyrant, or the like. I ask thee, Whether 
this Sort uf Perfection may not be (I wiſh I could 
ſav, is not too often actually) found within the 
Walls of a religious Houſe ? On the other Hand, 
doit thou think it impoſſible to find the Perfection 
of Virtue, in the mix'd Life of the World? Be 
not a quick, nor condemn Things wherecf thou 
hait m.de no Expertrent, Remember, how ma- 
ny Kings and Queens, Princes and Ncbles have 
been cancnized for Saints, who in the midſt of fo 
many Splendors kept their Eyes undazzled. Whole 
Ears never let in the Blandiſhment of Flatterers, 
nor the malicious Whiſpers of the envious. Whok 
Hands were never polluted with innocent Blood, 
nor their Thirſt quench'd with the Tears of Widows 
and Orphans, B.t, in all Things they conſerved 
an inviolate Purity, Modeſty, and Integrity ef 
Manners, Theſe Perſens were perfect in the midit 
oi Imperſections, and regular in the Height of 
human Di:orders, Saints upon Earth, and Ang; 
among Men, 

Aſſuredly, *tis not impoſſible for a Man (let his 
Condition be what it will, publick or private, ſer- 
vile or free) to conduct himſelf evenly and by a 
Rule, through all the Meanders and Mazes of hu- 
man Life. I muſt confeſe, this is very difficult, 


and all Men have not that divine Art. Few 0 
wa 
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walk on Pinacle*, and not make falſe Steps; ſuch is 
our Life, and happy is he that makes the feweſt. 
Yet there is a Dexterity, with which whoſoever is 
acquainted, need not go to a Monaſtery to enquire 
the Way to Bliſs, 

Thou wilt perhaps accuſe me of too much Blunt- 
ne and ill Manners, in thus declaiming againſt that 
Kind of Life, which thou halt entred into. Bur, 
pardon the Freedom I take with my Friend, and 
relt ſatizfed, I'hat tho' I affect not a recluſe Life 
my ſelf, yet I honour thoſe, who having once en- 
g'ged themſelves therein, perſevere with Conltancy 
from which I ſhall never perſuade thce, or any Man 
to depart. 


Paris, 1ſt of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


— a. hs. 


LETTER V. 
To Muſtapha Perber Aga. 


French Nlerchant, lately come from Tþahan, 
brings Intelligence, that the Chan of the U 
beck Jartars is arrived at that City, to crave Aid of 
the preſent Si of Perfia, againſt his rebeliivus 
Children, who have depoſed him, and bereaved 


bim of one of his Eyes. The Sop4z has given him a? 


Royal Reception, going himlelf in Perſon above a 
League cut of the City to meet him, accompanied 
with all his Nobl/es, This Gentleman came away 
before the Tartarian Prince had fucceeded in his 
Deſign. But, it was generally ſuppoſed, that Cha 
bas would aſſiſt him with a conſiderable Army of 
* aud Foot, as allo with Money to carry on the 
War. 


This 
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This King is not thirteen Years of Ape, yet take; 
upon himſelf the Management of publick Affairs. He 
is addicted to drinking of Wine, a great Lover of My- 
fick and Women. Of a noble Inclination, yet ſome- 
K hat too paſſionate. He commanded the Belly of one 
of his Pages to be ripp'd up, for breaking a Cryſtal 
Baſon wiich he much admir'd. Yet afterwards, re- 
renting of what he had done, he cauſed him to be ho- 
nourably buried, and a ſtately Tomb to be erected over 
him. He alſo enquired out ſ:ch of his Kindred az 
were living, to whom he gave large Penſions. 

There has been little 0 Action in theſe Parts, ſince 
the i:nai Defeat that was given to the French by the 
Forces of John de Vert, and General Mercy. Four 
French Mareſchals were taken Priſoners, with all the 
chief Officers, fix thouſand Soldiers, beſides their Am- 
munition and Baggage. 

In this Action, 'tis ſaid, the Spanißb Horſe behaved 
themſelves very bravely, ſpurr'd on with an Ambition 
to recover the Glory they ſeemed to have loſt in ſo ma- 
ny Battels. They ruſh'd into the French Quarters, 
with a Fury which ſoon put them into Diforder, and 
afterwards diſpoſed them to quit the Field, 

Before this Battel began, "tis ſaid, there were ſeen 
Two Armizs of Birds fighting in the Air; which en- 
gaged fo furicufly, that the Ground was covered with 
their dead Bodies. And, that Morning, when one of 
the Frcnch Mireſchals was going out of his Tent, with 
a Piſtol in his Hand, in order to try it, the Barrel iplit 
and tore his Hand in Pieces. Theſe are now look'd 
upon as Prodigies, and ominous Signs of the Loſs they 
afterwards ſuſtained : But, had the Victory been on 
their Side, no Budy would have taken Notice of 
them, 


The 
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The God that gives Victory when, and to whom 
| he pleaſes, grant that the Ottoman Arms may be 
ever ſucceſsful againſt the 1nfidels, 


Paris, 25th of the zd Mon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LSE LI TAR YVE 
Vo the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


HOU that art the principal Support of the 
Ottoman Empire under the Grand Signior, 
oughteſt to be informed of all Things which may 
either threaten Damage, or promiſe Aſſiſtance to the 
Throne, which reſts on % Shoulders. 
| [I paſs away ſome of my Time among Seamen ; 
eſpecially ſuch as fail in the Levant ; their very Breath 
| is a Relief when I am Chamber: ſick, or ſtifled with 
the cloſe Vapours of Paris. I fancy their Lungs 
tranſport hither the Breezes of the Mediterrantan, or 
the more wholeſome Airs of 4/a. I talk fo familiar- 
| Iy with them in their Marine Dialedt, that they ſcru- 
ple not to t:ke me for a Tarpaulin, and therefore en- 
tertzin me, without Reſerve, as one of their Crew. 
This very Evening, I was with ſome of theſe Re- 
tainers to Neptune. Among the reſt of the Diſ- 
courſe I had with them, we touched upon the Dar- 
danelles which guard the Helle/pont, They taxed the 
Chriſtian Princes with Cowardice, or unpardunable 
Negligence, that they have never attempted to force 
their Paſſage through that Channel into the Propon- 
tis, and block up the [mperial City by Sea, and ſet 
it on Fire: eſpecially th? Royal Seraglio, fro 
| whence are iſſued out the Decrees of Life aud 
Deich to the whole Earth. | : 
K 1 told 
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I told them, they were miſtaken in the Strength of 
thoſe Caſtles, which command that important Aye. 
nue; and, that no Ships ever durſt venture within 
their Reach without Leave: When one of them 
{tarted up, and made me this Anſwer: Sir, awe haz; 
Veſſels impenetrable as Rocks, which dare come to 47 
Anchor, under the very Walls of thoſe ſuperannuai:! 
Forts, and defie all the Turkiſh Ammunition 10 f. 
mode us thence. We. only want a Commiſſion for: 
our King to try the Experiment. 

I tell thee, Supreme Miniſter, I found too much 
Reaſon in his Anſwer, to make Room for a Reply 
Wherefore, difſembling for a while, the Agony 
was in for the Welfare of the Szöôlime Port, I tool. 
my Leave of the Company, and immediately {:: 
Pen to Paper, to let thee know what 1s in the Heart 
of theſe Injidels. 

I am not vers'd in the Art and Method of Fort: 
fication ; yet, pardon an Error of Loyalty and Zeal, 
if I commit it, in propoſing to thee the Neceſſity of 
erecting Platforms all along the oppoſite Shores of the 
Helleſpont, to ſtrike Terror, and prevent the Enemy 
from attempting that, which in all Probability would 
not fail of Succeſs. 

Thou that art all Wiſdom, wilt know how to 
make a right Uſe of this Hint, from the faithful 
Mahmut, who never thinks himſelf happy, but when 
he does ſome acceptable Service to the Irvin": 
Sovereign of the Sea and Land. 


Paris, 14th of ide 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER 
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LE 1-1-6 II. 


79 Oucoumiche, his Mother at Grand 
Cairo, 


HOU may'ft better imagine than I can expreſs 

the mighty Joy I felt when I firk opened 

thy Letter, and read the Name of her that con- 
ceiv'd me, written by her own Hand; whereby I 
am aſſur'd, that thou art yet alive and in Health. 
Believe me, it came in a ſeaſonable Time, to reſcue 
me out out of a diſmal Melancholy, which had ſeized 
my Spirits. Surely Fate directed thy Pen, and 
Providence timed the arrival of the Veſſel which 
brought me this happy News from Afichk, in the 
ſaddeſt Hour of all my Life. Juſt as the Meſtenger 
knock'd at my Chamber-Door, (where I fate over- 
whelm'd with doleful Thoughts) the whole World 
ſeem'd to me a vaſt Wilderneſs or Deſart, inhabi- 
ted only by Beaſts of Prey, where the Great and 
Strong devour thoſe whoſe Weakneſs cannot arm 
them in their own Defence, A mere Stage of 
Traged es, the Shambles of cruel Butcheries and 
Murders, In this Figure did my troubled Imagi- 
ration repreſent the Earth, with all the Race of 
Adam dwelling upon it, If I could propoſe to my 
ſelf ſuch a Thing as a Friend in the World, I 
know not how long *twould be, before that very 
Perſon whom I had greateſt Reaſon to eſteem as 
ſuch, might prove my mortal Enemy; of fo brit- 
tle a Compoſition is the Fidelity of Man. I lock- 
ed upon my Life, not as my own, but altogether 
lent me; I eſteemed not only Men, but Beaſts, 
and the very inanimate Things, my Creditors, for 
tie Permiſhon I had to breathe, I thought my 
{lf highly indebted to the Fire, that it did not 
R 2 burn 
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burn me to Death in my Sleep; and no leſs to the 
Winds, that they did not blow the Houſe down 
Where I lodge, and bury me in its Ruins. Fer, 
where would be the Injultice, if any of thoſe Ele- 
ments, which are the Ingrediens of my Life, ſhould 
become the Inſtruments of my Death? I conſ- 
dered, that as I neither made my ſelf, nor knew 
hew I came to be what I am, ſo I was ignorant when 
and by what Means I ſhould ceaſe to be. Perhaps, 
I might be ſtruck with a Thunderbolt from Hearn, 
or {wallowed vp by ſome greedy Cha/m in the Earth, 
A Tile from a Houſe might put a ſtop to the Mo- 
tions of this Machine of Fleſh, cr a Fall from a 
Horſe, might break its Maſter-Springs. My preſent 
Station I locked upon as precarious. ſince thoſe very 
Perſons who appointed me this Employment to ſerve 
one Turn, would not ſcruple to take off my Head 
to ſerve another, 

In theſe melancholy Thoughts was I almoſt 
drown'd, When thy Letter came and firuck a Light 
ont of the midit of Darkneſs. I was now ready to 
die with Exceſs of Joy, who before was halt killed 
with extreme Sadneſs. | 

But tell me, my dear Mother, in the Name of 
our Holy Prophet, what Motive induced thee to quit 
the wholeſome Air of Greece, for the noifome and 
peſtilential Vapours of Fgypr ? Is Cairo a more 
eligible Seat than Conſtantinople? Or, becauſe thou 
haft loſt thy Second Husband, wilt thou be wedded 
to an Incurable Grief, and think no Mourning ſuffi- 
cient, unleſs thou go in Pilgrimage to his very Grave, t 
there to diſſolve in Tears, and mingle thy ſelf with 
his Aſhes. He died in Cairo, and is there interr'd ; 
And thou mighteſt have liv'd in Si, or any part of 
Greece, without blemiſhing thy Widowhcod. Peo- 
ple will Jay, thou aimeſt at the Fortune of the Epre- 
/ian Widow, who found a /izjng \Husband in the 
depulchre of her dead one; but I, who know thy 


Virtue, 
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Virtue have other Thoughts of thee ; yet I can- 
not approve thy thus becoming Tenant to a Char- 
nel Houſe, Therefore the beſt Advice I can pivs 
thee, is, to return to the Imperial City again, to tie 
Company of thy Friends and Acquaintance ; or, at 
leaſt, to return to thy ſelf, and be not tranſported 
with an exravagant Sorrow, for one whom then 
malt never ſee again. Tears cannot recover the 
Dead; nor can thy warmeſt Sighs inſpire him with 
Breath. He is divorc'd from thee by an Irrevoca- 
ble Law; and whilſt thou art in vain lamenting for- 
him on Earth, he may be celebrating new and joy- 
ful Nuptials in Heaven, being eſpouſed to ſome ot 
the Beautiful Daughters of Paradiſe, Be perſuaded 
then, that he has quite forgot thee, having enga- 
ged himſelf in freſh Amours above; that he is in 
the Arms of ſome Surpaſſing Beauty of Eden, and 
that thou haſt no more Intereſt in him. Let this 
Conſideration afſuage thy Grief, cure thy Ford- 
neſs, and make thee begin to think of another Huſ- 
band. Thoſe who make their firſt Viſits to the 
French Widows, after the uſual Formalities of Cordo- 
lance are over, take the Liberty to tell them, Tas 
they mut Live by the Living, and not by the Dead, 
This comfortable Prowerb is often aſed, even be- 
fore the Funcral Solemnities are finiſh'd ; and thou 
haft now paſſed away above two Years ſince thy 
Husband's Death in fruitleſs Mourning. Tis time 
to conſult thy future Happineſs, and abandoning thy- 
Commerce with the Dead, to become ſociable with 
the Living. | 
The Great Creator, who is God of the Living and 
not of the Dead, inſpire thee to take ſuch Meaſures; 
as may beſt comply with the Ends for which he 
made thee; and repleniſh thy latter Days, with 
double the Bleflings of the former, 
Paris, 22d of the 4th Moon, 
of: the Year 1644- 
K 3 LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 


To Mutlu Reis Effendi, Principal Fecre— 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T is no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that ſince the 
Death of Cardinal Richlieu, I have ſtarted no 
Reaſons to apprehend any Defigns in this Court, a- 
gainſt the Empire of the True Believers. The French 
Grandees, have paſs'd away a whole Year, without 
giving much Trouble or Alarm to the reſt of the 
World. Every one minds his own Affairs, and all 
puſh forward to get neareſt the Queen. Regent "The 
Miſunderſtandings between her and the Duke of Or- 
leans, increaſe daily. And this divides the Court 
and City into two Factions; Cardinal Mazarini 
ſeems to be the Man dellin'd to balance the Autho- 
rity of both Parties. He ſpins his Fortune with as 
fine a Thread as his Predeceſſor; being ſenſible, 
that though the Court love him not, yet they can. 
not ſubſiſt without him. He inherits the Memoirs 
and Infiruions of Cardinal Richlieu, and his Sfirit 
too, as well as his Miniſiry; being a Man of an 
invincible Courage, and exquiſite Forecaſt. The 
greateſt Fnemy he has, is a Lady of the Court (tor, 
{ will not compare the Malice cf the Duke of Frau- 
fort to that of a Woman) they call her Madam 
de Chevercax; a Perſon of a keen Wit, and good 
Judgment; a profeſſed Enemy to all that had any 
Dependance on Cardinal Richlieu. And I could 
never learn any other Ground of her Hatred to Ma- 
zarini, but his being the Creature of that Miniſter. | 
The late King had conceived an Irreconcileable 
Averſion for this Lady, ſuſpecting her to be inſtru- 
mental in carrying on a private Correſpondence be- 
tween his Wife (the now 2ueen-Regent) and the 
| Spaniards, 
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Sgtauiards. To avoid the Conſequences of his Anger, 
ſhe fled into Spain, but is lately returned to this Court. 
'Tis ſaid, the Quæen received her with all the outward 


Marks of Affection at firſt, but ſuddenly grew cold 


and eſtranged, when ſhe began to attempt againit 
Cardinal Mazarini. This made the Lady unite her 
Intereſt with that of the Duke of Beaufort, who very 
well matches her in the Imperiouſneſs of his Tem- 
per, and his Hatred to the Cardinal, They both agree 
in their Endeavours to ruin him, but I believe the 
Female Perfecution to be the moſt dangerous. The 
Duke has made too great a Noiſe to do any conſi- 
derable Execution on a Man, who has the Wit to 
conceal his Reſentments, and {trite before he is 
perceiv d. In a word, the Dake finds himſelf in a 


Priſon, while the Cardinal is every Day more and 


more eſtabliſhed in the Queen's Favour, 


In the mean while, I inſwuate my ſelf into all 


Men's Company, from whom I can hope for any 


Intelligence. Among the reſt, 1 have obſerved a: 


Courtier, who often goes between the Granates, and 
ſee ms to be intruſted with great Secrets; he is very 
ſparing of Words, and makes his Shoulders do the 
Office of his Tongue. I have ſometimes enter'd in- 
to a Diſcourſe with him about the Qucen, the Cardi- 


nal, and others; but all his Anfwers are comprized 


in Talian Rhetorick, a Shrug and a Grimace. This 
ſilent Language ſpeaks very efficaciouſly to me, and 
I eſteem him worthy to be courted who knows ſo 
well how to bridle his Tongue. I ply this Politician 
every Day with Addreſſes, and tell him a great deal 
of Feigned News, that I may tempt him to utter 


ſome that is True. He is a great Privado of Madam 
de Chevereux ; often waits on the Qucen; ſometimes - 


viſits the Cardinal; and is every Day converſant 
_ one or other of the Nobles, If I can win this 

an, J hope to penetrate farther into the Myſteries 
of the Court. lp The 


— — — 
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The God, from whom nothing is hid, fo diſpoſe 
of all Human Events, that the Empire of the Maul. 
nan may be eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding the Cabals 
and Plots of the Infidels. 


Paris, 16th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTERS 


To Signior Lorenzo det' Caſa Bianca, 
g Gcenocſe at Marſeilles. 


HOU ſendeſt me ſtrange and ſurprizing News, 

that the Malta Gallies have taken the Eldeſt 
Son of the Grand Signior, and Heir of the Ottoman 
Empire, captive at Sea, as he was failing to Egypt. 

] tell thee, if ſuch a thing were true, the Grand 
Sienicr would not fail to ſend ſuch a Force, as ſhould 
dig up the very Foundations of that Hand, and caſt 
it into the Sea. 

But I can reſolve thee, that there is nothing more 
of Truth in this Story, ſaving, that about ten Veſ- 
ſels of the Grand Signior's bound for Alexandria (on 
Board of one of which was Sultar Mahkome!'s Nurſe, 
with her Son, much about the Age of Sultan Mabo- 
met) were taken by ſix Gallies of Malta, whereby 
the Malieſes were enriched with a great Treaſure of 
Silver, Gold and jewels, befides Slaves. 

This Intelligence I have received from my Cor- 
reſpondents at Conſiantineple, Men that are no Stran- 
gers to the Seraglio, but ſuch as have the Ear of the 
Prime Vizar. | 
They ſay indeed, the Grand Signior took a par- 
ticular Fancy to this Nurſe's Child, often E 

Wit 
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with it, and ſeemed to careſs it with more Com- 
placency than his own Son, Sultan Mahomet ; which 
gave ſo great a Diſguſt to the Sultaneſs, the Mo- 
ther of Mahomet, that ſhe procured the Baniſhment 


of the Nurſe and her Child, who in their Voyage 


to Alexandria, were taken Captives by the Malteſe 
Gallies as has been ſaid; and this is the Ground of 
the Report. 

However, Sultan Ibrahim is ſo exaſperated againſt 
the Malteſes for this Depredation, that he has | 
by God and Mahomet, never to ſheath his Sword, 
till he has revenged the Injury, by laying waſte the 
Hand, putting the Knights to Death, and leading 
the Inhabitants into Captivity. 

He has vented his Rage already on the Captain 
Baſſa, cauſing him to be ſtrangled for not guarding 
the Seas better ; and, 'tis ſaid, he threatens a War 
with Venice on the ſame Account, becauſe the Mal- 
teſe Gallies, after this Piracy, put aſhore in Can- 
dia, where they recruited their Veſſels with all 
neceſſary Proviſions, 

I expected the Silks laſt Week, which I wrote 
for, and the Oil of Calabria. Send them by the: 
firſt Opportunity. 


Paris, 28th of the 5th Mon, 
of the Year 1644. 


UETTHAE SS: 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


LL Europe rings with the Report of the Sul. 
an's Son being taken Captive by the Malte/z 
Galleys, Ng doubt, but thou haſt heard ſuch a 
K 5 Diſcourſe 


202 LETTER; Vrit by Vol. II. 


Diſcourſe among the Franks at Conſtantinople; and 
ou knoweſt the Intrigues of the Seraglio. It is 
rleaſant, that the Kuz/ir Aga's Slave, ſhould have 
no Father for her Child; that he himſelf ſhould 
adopt it for his own ; that the Mother of it ſhoy'q 
be preferred to be Nurſe to Sultan Mahomet ; that 
Sultan Ibrahim ſhould fingle out this fatherleſs Son 
of an Eunuch, to ſport with him, take him in his 
Arms and treat him with all the Endearments that 
are naturally ſhewd by Parents to their own 
Children. 

The French Ladies laugh at this Story, and ſay, 
That the Serag/io begins to grow more civiliz'd, 
and to exchange the Sewerity of Conflantinople, for 
the Gallaniries of Paris. But let them laugh that 
win: the Malteſes have moſt reafon to carels them- 
{elves for their good Fortune in ſuch a Prize. 

They ſay, the Grand Prior treats his young Cap- 
tive with a moſt profound Attach and Veneration ; 
imagining he has in Cuſtody the Heir of the Oro. 
man Empite; for they know not the true Secret, but 
are poſſeiſed with a real Belief, that young Su 
tan Mahomet is in their Hands, 

Let what 1 have ſaid, be as the Words of thy 
Nurſe, when ſhe prated a thouiand Impertinencies 
to thee within a Month of thy Nativity. In fine, 
be truſty to thy Friend, 


Paris, 10th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1044- 
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LETTER XI. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary. 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


T is not unknown at the Divan, how the Princes 
of Naly have worried one another theſe two 
Years, I diſpatch'd long ago ſome Memoirs of the 


Feuds between the Barbarini's and the Duke of Para. 


ma. The Pope upholds the former, making the 
Quarrel his own, in Defence of the Eccl:fiaftick 
State : The FVenetians, the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, 
the Duke of Modena, with the French King, intereſt 
themſelves in the Cauſe of the latter. He is a 
Prince of an aQive Spirit, and darts up and down 
like Lightning through the Pope's Territories. If 
he has loit Caſtro, Montalto, and other Places of 
Strength in this War, it is but by Way of Ex- 
change; having poſſeſſed himſelf of as conſiderable 
Holds belonging to his Enemies. Yet the Ba- ba- 
rini's ſheltering themſelves under the Protection of 
Pope Urban, ſeem to triumph, and promiſe theme 
ſelves an entire Victory, uſing the Artifices of Su- 


perſtition, to weaken the Duke's Credit. And be- 


cauſe ſome of his Veſſels (which carried above a 
thouſand Soldiers) were caſt away, they wauld 
perſuade the credulous World, that Heaven fights 
againſt him. They likewiſe had deſigned to build 
a Fort and a Bridge over the River Po, to open a 
Way to themſelves into the Confederates Country, 
and to ſhut it up to all Invaders of their on; but 
were prevented by the Venetian, who lent ten 
thouſand Men to flop the Building of the Bridge, 

or to demoliſh it, if built. 
In the mean while the Confederates, though they 
ſeemed to eſpouſe the Dale's Qrarre), yet ge 
T Will 
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with him protracting their Aſſiſtance, and diſpu- 
ting about Punctilios; every one reſtraining the Con- 
ditions of their Friendſhip, within the Limits that 
would beſt ſquare with the Intereſt of their own 
State. They had all Armies on Foot, but could not 
agree how to diſpoſe . of them. The . Fenetians de- 
manded ſuch a Poſt, as might be moſt advantagi- 
ous to that Republick. The Duke of Tuſcany would 
have the main Body of their Forces ſo quartered, 
as to cover his Dominions. 'Thus each Party pur. 
ſued their own Claim, while their Enemies gained 
lime and put themſelves in a Poſture, either to 
march into the Territories of the Confederates, or 
defend the Ecclefiaſtick State. | | 

Certainly, it is fatal to the Chriſtians, to be thus 
divided among themſelves, even when they have 
greateſt Cauſe of Union. Yet the Duke of Parma, 
the very Soul of this Confederacy, breaks through all 
their Demurs and Heſitations, impatient of fruitleſs 
Delays, ruſhes into Ferrara, takes Bondeno, abandon- 
ed by the Garriſon; after that, La Szellata, a Place 
of greater Strength; but proceeding forward, the 
Barberini”s eneamped not far from Ferrara, the better 
to obſerve the Progreſs of the Confederates, and ſo 
put a ſtop to the Motions of the Duke. He and 
nis Friends had twenty thouſand Men in the 
Field, to which the Venet:zans not long aſter added 
ſix Thouſand more. They were in different Bo- 
dies ; and as they quarter'd themſelves, ſo the Papa! 
{forces remov'd their Camp. Several Skirmiſhes 
paſſed between them, but no great Execution 
done, 
In the mean while, the Venetian, were not idle 
by Sea, having ſeveral Barks and Gallies full of arm'd 
len, coaſting along the Pope's Territories. They 
took five Forts on the Shore; and, piercing far- 
her into the Country, made themſelves Maſters 
of Al. ian, a great Town, and ſacked Codegoro, 


| putting 
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putting all to the Swerd, and laying the Place in 
Aﬀhes. 

On the other Side, the Barberini's ſeized on Splim- 
berto, Vignivela, and ſome other weakly guarded 
't'owns on the Frontiers of Modena, and killed two 
hundred of the Confederates, who had inveſted Cre- 
walceure, Cardinal Antonio, on the Pope's Side, has 
the Management of the War; a Man of an aſpiring 
Genius, and very ſubtle. He, paving the Duke 
of Tuſcany incenſed at the late Loſs, had taken the 
Field, with a confiderable Army, ſends ſix thouſand 
Men to oppoſe him, but they were raw and undiſ- 
ciplin'd Soldiers, and could not hinder the Du#e's 
Forces from ſeizing an important Paſs, and reducing 
the City of Pieve, Monteleone, Caſtiliano del Lago 
and Paſſiniano. | 
While the Sons of War were thus buſied in the 
Field, the Agents of Peace were not wanting on 
all Sides, to accommodate the Differences that 
threatned all 7aly with fatal Conſequences. But, 
they did no more than amuſe one another with Am- 
biguities, Subterſuges, and Evaſions; while the 
Barberini's ſought to gain Time, and draw the King 
of Spain to countenance their Intereſt. The Vene- 
tians, ſenſible of this underhand Dealing, proteſted 
by their Ambaſſador at Madrid, that they would 
unite with the French Crown, if his Catholick Ma- 
jefly ſhould by indirect Ways ſtrengthen the Barbe- 
rini's. The King, apprehenſive of ſuch a League 
forbears to meddle in an Affair which might be fo 
injurious to Spain, and gives Inſtructions to his Am- 
baſladors at Rome, and other Courts of Tah, to me- 
diate a Peace, which might be advantageous to the 
Confederates. | ns 
'The Treaties however came to nothing, and the 
Mediators, finding themſelves eluded, ſuſpended 
their Negotiations, and gave freſh Opportunity to the 
Men of Arms to play their Parts. Cardinal Antonio 
: | aſlaulted 


——— OOO OS: ——wnũ 


206 LzTTEXS Hrit by Vol. II. 


aſſaulted Nerantols with four thouſand Men, but Was 
defeated by the Yenetians, who ſlew ſeveral hundreds 
of his Soldiers, and took two hundred Priſoners. Af. 
ter this the Confederates plunder'd all the Country 
of Ferrara, and took Vergato, defended by eight hun- 
dred Men. In the Surprizal of Bazano, they killed 
above two hundred of the Enemy ; and, marching 
forward, took Monteria, Serravalle, and other Places ; 
while Cardinal Barbarini's Forces, were cut off at 
Burgho St. Sepolchro, where he loſt eight Cannon, 
four Petards, with abundance of Provifions. 

It would be an endleſs Task, to recount all the 
Skirmiſhes and Battels that have paſſed between them. 
I only inform thee of the moſt remarkable, that thou 
mayeſt inſert them in the Regi/ffer of the Ottoman 
Empire, 

To conclude this Letter, it will be worth thy Ob- 
ſervation, that the Pope falling fick, and his Death 
feared, did much conduce to put an End to theſe 
Differences. For, the Barbarini's, now being ap- 
prehenſive of the Advantage his Death would give 
the Confederate Princes, were very forward to em- 
brace any Overtures of Peace: So that by the Dex- 
terity of the French Miniſters, it was at laſt concluded 
and all Differences adjuſted ; the Duke of Parma“ 
Territories being reſtored to him, the Cenſurts of 
the Church taken off, and the Ecclifiaftick State put 
in the fame Condition it was in at the beginning of 
the War. 

I ſhall continue to ſend thee ſuch Intelligence, as 
may be ſerviceable to thee in that eminent Station 
thou enjoyeſt in the Empire of the true Believers, 
and ſhall think my ſelf a very happy Man, if I can 
by any Means acquire thy Favour, 


Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1644. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


To Lubano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
Knight. 


NE would think that there were yet ſome of 
the ancient Race of Giants on Earth. Here 
is a Man come to this Court, full eight Foot high, 
2 Finlander by Nation; he looks like ſome . 
mous Birth of the Sons of Titan. He is Maſter of 
prodigious Strength, and challenges any two, the 
ſtouteſt Men in France, to throw him a Fall. I 
have ſeen him take two Boys of ten Years of Age 
on the Palm of each Hand, and lift them up from 
the Ground together, with his Arms ſtretched out 
to the full Length, and walk ſixty Paces with them 
in this Poſture; at the End of which Stage, he ſet 
them down again on their Feet, without the leaſt 
Violence/or Straining. There are none ſo hardy, as 
to accept of his Challenge ; for, they know he will 
not ſuffer them to come nearer than the Extremity 
of his Arm, And ſuch is the monſtrous Strength 
of his Hand, that he will either infallibly throw 
them down, or ſtile them with his Graſp, He 
talks of travelling into Turkey; if he does, I hope 
he will have more Diſcretion, than to venture with- 
in the Seraglio, leſt he incur the Fate of the re- 
nowned Maſcovite Wreſtler, in Sultan Amurath's 
Time, Thou remembreſt that Tragedy, which made 
all the brave and the generous condemn Amurath's 
Cruelty. He was a ſtout Prince himſelf; and, it 
look'd like Envy in him, to puniſh the Efforts of 
Courage in his Slaves, with fo unrelenting a 'Ri- 
gor. But he was himſelf a Slave to his Paſſions : 
and Jealouſy had the Predominance in his Temper. 
Jkat Vice betrayed him to horrid Violeces, of 
which 
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which thou art not ignorant, having been privy to 
ſeveral of his Amours. 

This puts me in mind of a Spani/h Cavalier, who 
had a very virtuous and beautiful Wife, which, 
thou wilt ſay, are two rare Compan ions. He kept 
a Myr in his Houſe, whom the Lady had one Time 
cauſed to be ſeverely beaten, The Moor ſecretly 
vowed Revenge. He had an Intrigue with one of 
the Lady's Women, to whom he imparted his Mind, 
They conſpired together, to accuſe the Lach of 
Lightneſs and Infidelity to her Husband's Bed. The 
Cavalier, their Maſter, was naturally jealous, as ge- 
nerally are all the Spaniards; theſe two poſſeſſed 
him with a Belief, that the Gardiner had frequent 
Acceſs to his Lady's Chamber, and undertook to make 
him an Eye-Witneſs of it. Whereupen, one ef 
them goes privately to the Gardiner, and tells him, 
that the Lady would ſpeak with him : Whilſt the 


other runs to the Lord, and bids him make haſt ; 
for that rhe Gardiner wvas at that Inflant with his 


Lady. The impatient Cavalier haſtens up Stairs, 
and meeting the Gardiner coming out of the Door 
of his Chamber, ſtabs him to the Heart, without 
any farther Expoſtulation ; and, ruſhing furiouſly in- 
to the Chamber, ſerves his Wife in the ſame Manner, 
But, coming down again, the Maid ſtruck with Re- 
morſe at ſo black an Event, fell down at his Feet, con- 
ſeſſing her Crime, and declaring, that her Lady was 
innocent. The Spaniard, raging mad at a Con- 
junction of ſo many Misfortunes, ſtabs the Maid and 
the Negro; and laſt of all to compleat the Tragedy, 
kills himfelf. 

I have often wonder'd, that ſome ſuch fatal Conſe- 
quences did not attend the Jealouſy of Sultan Amurath. 
He ſpares not to rip up the Bellies of his Paget, for 
the Sake of two or three Melons ; and, 'tis a Mira- 
cle, that he did not ſacrifice half the Saves of the 


Seraglio, on the Account of his Miſirefes. 
| THE ; Thou 
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Thou art now in a better Station, and free from 
Reſtraint, Act according to Reaſon, and let not 
Faſlion byaſs thee one Way or other. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


1 
To the Kaimacham. 


_— 


HOU haſt often required an Account of the 

Parliament of France, which is the Supreme 
C:urt of the Kingdom, Though the Name be known 
at the Sublime Port, yet the Miniflers are unacquaint- 
ed with the Power and Authority of the Senate. 

When it was firſt inſtituted it conſiſted of twelve 
Peers, an hundred Bifbops, and all the Prime Nobi- 
lity of the Land, who had Power to give Audience 
to Foreign Ambaſſadors, to adjuſt all Differences of 
the Subjects. In fine, it might then be called the 
Covereign Tribunal, from whence there could be no 
Appeal. Three Foreign Kings have fat as Members 
of this Court, It was in thoſe. Days ambulatory, 
fcllowing the King whitherſoever he went; but 
now it is always aſſembled in Paris, in the Palace 
which Philig the Fair built for his own Dwelling- 
Houſe. This Parliament is divided into ſeven 
Chambers, whereof that which they call the GREAT 
CHAMBER, is the Chief. There belong to this 
Chamber, ſeven Preſidents, twelve Counſellors, the 
King's Cadi, or Attorney, with a great Number of 
Adwecates, and Men of the Law. The Prefidents 
and Counſellors are cloath'd in Scarlet, which ſtrikes 
an awful Reverence into all that approach their 
Preſence, Some call this the Golden Chamber a 
an 
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and well they may, ſince that glittering Metal i 
thought to be the Umpire of the molt Cauſes that are 
tryed in this Court. He that brings moſt Gold, is 
jure to have bis Buſinoſs firſt diſpatched, and to come 
off Conqueror. Bor, as their preſent Power is little 
elſe but a mere Formality, fo is alſo their Juſtice, 
The Kings of France, have gradually fo clipp'd their 
original Authorlty, that now they ſeem to be but the 
Shadow of their ancient Selyes. They never pre- 
tend to meddle with Ecclefrafircal Aﬀairs 3 that was 
always out of their .Juriſdition. The Mufti of Pen- 
claims this Prerogative as his Right. From hence 
thou may'ſt obſerve, how maim'd and impetfe® is 
the Royalty of Chri//ian Kings; who cannot puniſh 
their own Subjects, if Clergy-men, without the Pope's 
Fermiflion. Yet though this Chamber cannot 
meddle with the Eceleſiaſtichs, they have a Pri- 
vilege to diſpoſe of the Regency, during the King's 
Minority; as is evident in the late Queen-Molber, 
Mary de Meadicis, and the preſent Anne of Auſtria, 
who were both by the Parliament declared Regent. 
They alſo confirm all the King's Eai#s ; neither does 
he proclaim War without their Conſent, or eſtabliſh 
any Alliance. 

There are alſo beſides this, ſix other Chambers of 
Parliaments; five whereof, are called Chambers of 
Ingueſis, and they conſiſt of two Preſidents, twenty 
Counſellors, and a convenient Number of Lawyers. 
The ſixth Chamber, is a Collection out of all the 
teſt, and contains no leſs than two hundred Off. 
cers. Here, all Criminal Cauſes are try'd ; which are 
either immediately, or by Appeal brought before 
them, as in the Chambers of [nqueſis, Controver- 
hes of the Civil Law are decided. 

It is a pleaſant Sight, to ſee the Men of the Law 
all in their Habirs, which are very glorious and 
rich. Indeed, all the Citizens of Paris, are ex- 
tremely gallant in their Apparel, But, I cannot be 
recon- 
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reconciled to their laviſh Cuſtom, of changing the 
Faſhion of their Cloath almoſt with every Moon, 

This Vanity has been forbid in all well- ordered 
Commneoentths, And, thou knoweſt, our Zafterr 
People would as ſoon be ſtripp'd of their Skins, as 
change the Faſhion, which has been in uſe for in 
mem-rable Ages. Here they have no Dittin&ion of 
Dres, the Noble and Vulgar, Rich and Poor, go 
all alike. You cannot diſcern a Save from a Prince 
by is Garb 

P2ris is divided into four Parts, The City, the Uni- 

ey, the Town, and the Suburbs, It is about three 
Leagues in Circuit; jeated advantagecuſty enough, 
but wanting Fortifications. Henry IV. had added 
iome Strength to it, had he nvt been apprehenſive of 
the ſeditiouus Humcur vi the Inhabitants, who in 
time might make a n Viz of his Kindneſs, and 
ſhat thole Gates againſt him, which he ſhould build 
for their Defence :pair.it a foreign hnemy. 
The Court is generally at vt, Germain en Lay, one 
of the King's Roval !\{nfins, fwated on the Top of 
a Mountain, which can and x Vioipett of a large 
and beautiful Valley. bange been there often, that 
I might be the better ad to penetrate into the Con- 
duct of Cardinal Maxarti, who is never from the 
Ducen Regent. I have already tranſmitted to the 
Sublime Port, ſuch Intelligence as I could gain of 
this Great Miniſter's Intrigues I will now enter- 
tain thee with a Glympſe of this Palace, that thereby 
thou may'it conjecture at the Magnificence of the 
kings of France. 

It is divided into two Parts, the Old and the 
New, The former was built by Charles I. the lat - 
ter by Henry IV. That may boaſt of its Antiquity, 
but this is ſo majeſtick and coſtly a Structure, as 
ſufhciently demonſtrates, that modern Arcbitects 
come not . far ſhort of the ancient Romans. The 
Rooms are all lofty and large, the Roof and N 
admi- 
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admirably contrived and adorned ; the whole conſis 
of ſo many Courts, that it rather looks like a Town 
than the Seat of one Family. 

But pardon me, illuſtrious Kaimacham, if I tell 
thee, that none of the Kings of the Faſt can 
match this Monarch in the Gardens belonging to 
this Palace. I ſaw there ſuch a charming Variety 
of delightful Objects, as made Art ſeem to ſurpaſs 
Natare, and even to out-do it ſelf. In a word, 


the Chriflian Princes are very ingenious in tie, 


Contrivance of their Pleaſures, and make all the Fle- 
ments contribute to their Recreations. Thou haft 
often ſeen the artikcial Fireworks which are exhi- 
bited at Conflantinople at our Feftivals, and on all 
Occaſions of publick Joy. But, thou haſt never be- 
held ſuch Water-Works as are expoſed in the Gar- 
dens of this Palace every Day. There, by tte 
mere Force of this liquid Element, Inſtruments of 
Mufick are ſet at Work, which afford a Harmony 
little inferior to the beſt Conſorts in the World; 
and which extremely 2dds to the Pleaſure, one 
may at the ſame Time behold ſeeming Mafic:ans 
playing on them, and keeping as exact Time with 
their Fingers on the Keys of Organs, Strings of 
Viols and Lutes, as if they were living Perſons. 
There you may ſee all Manner of mechanick 
Trades exerciſed by Statues, who do every Thing 
with a proper Action, and are very eager at their 
Employments, ſo long as the Water gives them 
Mction ; when that ceaſes, they all return to their 
primitive Inactivity. From hence you pals to 4 
ſeeming Sea, with Tritons moving on Dolphins, and 
ſounding their Shell-Trumpets before Neptune, wha 
is drawn in a Chariot by four Tortoiſes, The Story 
of Perſeus and Andromeda, is alſo acted to the Life 
by mere Statues. But the moſt ingenious Piece of 
Workmanſhip, is, Orpheus playing on a Viol, While 


the Trees move, and Wild Beaſts dance 2 
about 
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about him. This is fo coſtly an Invention, that, as 
one of the Overſcers of the Water-Works told me, a 
String of Orpheus's Viol being broken, colt the late 
King Lexis thirteen hundred Crowns to repair it 
agin, 

We Muhometans, are apt to value our ſelves too 
high on the Score of our Princes Grandeur. We 
boaſt, we flouriſh, and are guilty of a thouſand 
Inſults, deſpiſing and putting the reſt of Mankind 
under our Sandals, as if none of the Race of Adam 
underſtood the World but we, or had the Wit and 
Power to carve out td themſelves the ſame Felici- 
ties we enjoy- The Monarchs of the Eaſt, ſtyle 
themſelves, The only happy Ones, Pofiſſors of infinite 
Ireafures, Kings of the World, Shadows of Cod, and 
what not! The Great Mogul, with his Omrahs and 
Rajas, pride themſelves in their Elephants: So do 
the Kings and Mandarins of China and Junguin. The 
Shi of Perſia, fwells at the Sight of his immenſe 
Treaſures of Gold and precious Stenes ; glorying, 
That the very Shoes of his Horſes, are of the molt 
ex1lied Metal; alſo the Mangers wherein they 
t;ed, and the Nails whereby they axe faſtened to the 
Ground. The Cham of Tartary rejoices in the 
Multitude and Strength of his Horſes, his winged 
Chariots and Waggons, and, that when his Ar- 
mies riſe and fit down, the Earth trembles with 
their Weight and Motion. is true indeed, the 
Grand Signior, who is the guet of the Vie, and 
the greateſt of theſe great Ones, is not guilty of 
this Vanity, He is deflined by the Lord of theUni- 
rie, to chaſtiſe the Follies both of the Eaft and the 
: Yet, his Slaves cannot forbear Rhodomon- 
taub. I have heard ſome of our huffing Faniza- 
72s, tell the Greeks of Conſtantinople and Pera, that 
the Royal Seraglio is the molt magnificent Fabrick 
in the World, and that the Garden belonging to 
i, is a perfect Tranſcript of Paradiſe, Thou wilt 

noc 
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not approve ſuch Brags as theſe, when thou con- 
ſidereit, how expert the /»fidels are in Building; and 
that they ſpare no Coſt to ereft ſuch Edifices, whoſe 
very Ruins may proclaim to future Ages the Magnifi- 
cence of their Founders. And as to their Gardens, 
they are ſo regular and beautiful, adorned with ſo 
many Delicacies of Nature and Art, that one would 
think they were made by ſome traditional Dip 
of Adam; and that they had their Rules from the 
primitive Planter of the World 

The French King has other Houſes and Gardens of 
Pleaſure round about Paris, where the Court inter- 
changeably divert themſelves during the Summer. 

I humbly kiſs the Hem of thy Velt, craving thy 
Protection againſt the Malice of my Enemies. 


Paris, 16th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


EFFI I. 


To the moſt illufirious Vizir Azem, at the 
Port, 


Ince the Loſſes which the German EF mper or has re- 
ceived from the Arms of Ragetski, I am in- 
formed by Nathan Ben Saddi, that the Emperor de- 
ſigns to fend a ſplendid Embaſſy with extraordinary 
Preſents to the Sultan, in hopes to prevail on him, 
not to protect that Prince. 

*Tis true Ragotski is of a violent and changeable 
Spirit, and therefore no great Confidence is to be 
repoſed in him: Yet, I take it to be the Interel! 
of the Sultan, rather to win him by Offices of 
Kindneſs and Friendihip, than to make him his Ens. 
my by deſerting him in this JunQure 


He 


U 
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He is at the Head of a potent and ſormidable Ar- 
my, has taken Solnot, Breden, Mernatx, together 
with the ſtrong Caſtle of Sendar near Caſſowia; and 
many other Places of leſs Importance, whereby a 
Way is laid open for his Army to over-run all Hun- 
gary, if aſſiſted with the Oztomarn Forces, Thus will 
he do the Office, which, they ſay, the Jackal per- 
forms to the Lion, that is, to hunt out the Prey, 
and ſecure it for his Mafter and Sovereign, 

Beſides, the Fortune of this Prince ſeems to in- 
vite our farther Aſſiſtance, for he has had great Suc- 
ceſs all along this War; whereas the Oztoman Forces 
no ſooner appeared en the Frontiers of Mprawvia, but 
ſix thouſand of them were encountred by the Ger- 
mans, and routed. 

Should the Sultan deſert him now, he may be 
compelled to reſign himſelf, with all Tran/flvania, 
to the Protection of the German Emperor, It is not 
ſaſe to run the Riſque of ſuch an Event; Tranſlvao- 
nia cannot ſupport itſelf. | Either the Stau mult 
continue his Protection, or the Germans will foon 
ind the Way to plant their Garriſons in the four 
Capital Cities, and reduce the whole Courtry un- 
der their Obedience. 


Faris, 27th of the 75th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


oo 


rr XV. 
To Afis Baſſa, at the Port. 


HE Pagans, in painting Fortune blind, diſco- 
| vered but the Dimneſs of their own Sight, 
And 'twas a double Error, to offer Sacrifice to her, 
that could not diſcern her Yotaries, Yet, in my 
| Sentence, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sentence, the Chriſtians are more to blame, why 
term her inconſtant, partial, Bawd, Whore, and 
what not; Theſe are Prophanations of Providence, 
and impious Scandals cait on eternal Deſtiny, Fey. 
tune and Chance are but Nick names of Fate, ſince 
there is nothing abſolutely caſual in the Wond. 
They ſee the Virtuous proſecuted. while the Vici- 
ous inſult and flouriſh; and they tax Heaven witk 


unequal Diſpenſation of Rewards and Puniſhments; 


as if with Epicurus, they thought the adorable Mu- 


men took no care of Things on this Side the Ex- 


fireum, and reited in an eternal Ignorance cf human 
Affairs. | 

Doubtleſs, the 7:fidels are in an incurable Error. 
They pore on the Outſide of common Events, and 
took no farther; they behold not the Ven Chain of 
Cauſes, nor the inwifible Hand, which diſpoſes all 
Contingencies with admirable Order and Decoru. 
Hence it is, That what comes not to paſs but by the 
certain Decree of Fate, appears to theſe Buzzard, 
only as an accidental Occurrence, and the mere et- 
fect of Chance. 

But thou, who art infiruted in the Doctrines of 
Truth, wilt have other Thoughts of that which 
befel a poor Man not long ſince in theſe Parts. 
This Perſon was charitable to Exceſs; for, he gave 
away all that he had, to relieve the Neceſſities of 
others, chuſing rather to throw himſelf naked upon 
Providence, thin to deny an Alms to any one that 
ask'4 him, to long as he had any Thing to beſtow. 
Being at length, by his conſtant Liberalities, re- 
duced to a very indigent Condition, he was forced 
to betake himſelf to Digging for his Livelihood. 
Vet, notwithſtanding he gained his own Bread 
with hard Labour, he ceaſed not to ſhew his wonted 
Kindneſſes to the Poor, giving them whatſoever 
he could paſſibly ſpare from his own Neceſſities. 
One Day, as he was digging in a Field belonging 


to 
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to the Duke of Montmorency, he found ſeveral Har- 
then Pots full of Gold, ſuppoſed to be buried there 
in the Time of the C:wil Wars, The good Man car- 
ries this huge Treaſure by Degrees home to his 
Houſe, with all imaginable Privacy. And, having 
diſtribated the greateit Part of it in Works of Cha- 
rity, he was going with his laſt Reſerve to the Houſe 
of a decay'd Gentleman, to whom he gave a ſuſſi- 
cient Sum to repair his ſhatter'd Fortunes, being all 
that he had left: When, as he returned homeward, 
he found a jewel in the Highway, which being 
ſold, yielded him ten thouſand Crowns. A No- 
ble Bank for new Liberalities, and a convincing 
Argument, that there was ſomething more than 
Chance, which thus ſtrangely recruted his Purſe, 
that it might never ceaſe to be opened in Largeſles 
to the Pcor. 

Who will not ſay, That Fate had a Hand in the 
Death of that Soldier, in the Duke of Arguin's 
Army, who maliciouſly and wrongfully accuſed his 
Comrade of raifing a Mutiny ? For the -incens'd 
General took a Fuſee, and diſcharged it at the in- 
nocent Perſon, thinking to have kil'd him on the 
Spot; but it proved otherwiſe, the Bullet paſſing 
through ſome Part of his Body, and through half 
a dozen Tents, {mote tbe Slanderer in the Pan of 
the Knee, which put him into ſo violent a Fever, 
that he died in two Days: while the other (whom 
before his Death he confeſſed to be innocent) lives 
yet a Witneſs of this remarkable Stroke of Di vine 
eme ſis. 

The Faithful Watchman of the Sublime Port, 
"ſahmut, ſalutes thee with humbleſt Obeyſance, and 
wiſhes thee in all Things a favcurable and benign 
Deſtiny. 


Paris, 12th of the 8th Moor, 
ef the Year 1644. 


LA. TD-IH 
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LETTER XVI. 
Ts Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna, 


Ince I came to this City, I have learned the Art 

of making Watches, which I exerciſe not for 
Lucre, but to comply with a Precept of the Alcoran; 
wherein alſo I find no ſmall Diverſion, it being a 
Relief to Melancholy to be in Action. 

Should the Ecclefraſticks of the Latin Church be 
made ſenſible that I practiſe a Mechanick Trade, 
they would think me a Scandal to their Profeſſion, 
ſince I wear the Habit of a Clerk. They eſteem it 
next Door to Sacrilege, for a Gown-Man to conde- 
ſcend to the Labours of the Laity. They would pull 
my Cafſeck over my Shoulders, ſhould they catch me 
in this honeſt Crime; forgetting, that the Primi- 
tive Profeſſors of their Religious Orders got their 
Bread by making of Backets. 

The Box I ſend thee, contains fome of my Mer- 
chandiſe ; being deſigned as Preſents for ſome of the 
Miniſters of the Port, and my other Friends at Con- 
flantineple, I defire thee to take care in ſending it 
ſafe, that the Watches may receive no Damage by 
Water. . 

It is reported here, That the Emp?ror is fick ; 
thou wilt do well to inform me of the Truth. I 
hear alſo, That Progigies have been lately ſeen at 
Vienna, which the French interpret, as Forerun- 
ners of his Death, and Signs .of approaching De- 
ſolations in Germany. I am not credulous of all 
Things, which the Vulgar ſay on ſuch Occaſions : 
vet 1 cannot deny, but that the Angeli who preſide 
over Kingdoms and Empires, may be the Monitors 
ear Mankind, and by raiſing unuſual Spectacles in 
we Elements, may warn Mortals of future Altera- 

tions. 
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tions, This was the Opinion alſo of thy Country- 
man Jeſephus, who ſays, That immediately before 
the Deſiruftien of Feruſalem, there was a Voice heard 
in the Temple of Solomon, ſuppoſed to be uttered by 
Angels, ſay ing, Ariſe, let us go hence; as if the 
Guardian Spirits of that City were then forſaking 
their Charge. | 

In this Place not long ago were ſeen three Suns 
together, or at leaſt the Appearance of ſo many. 
This the Superſtitious conftrued as an Omen of ill 
Luck: While the Court-Flatterers ſaid, they repre- 
ſented the Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Conde, and 
Cardinal Mazarini, who now have united their In- 
tereſts, after a long Time of Animoſities and Mil- 
underſtanding. I look upon this Apparition to be 
only a Natural Production, reſulting from the Re- 
flections of the Sun-beams on a bright Cloud. It is 
eaſie to ſolve ſuch Phænomena without a Miracle. 
Yet ſome, I confeſs, have the Stamp of a Super- 
natural Power in their very Front, I my ſelf once 
ſaw two mighty Armies marſhall'd in the Air, who 
acted all the bloody Tragedies of War, and made 
Arabia deaf with the Noiſe of their Artillery; yet, 
not a Cloud at that time to be ſeen. But I remark'd 
no Extraordinary Evest to follow it. Tis hard to 
trace the Ormipotent in ſuch mylterious Works, or 
learn the Drift of Prowidence. 

I deſire thee to uſe thy utmoſt Diligence, to pe- 
nerate into the Deſigns of the Court where thou 
reſideſt. Tis an honourable Poſt, to ſerve the 
Greateft Monarch in the World. Be faithful and vi- 
gilant, ſo may God and the Grand Sigvior heap greater 
Favours on thee. Adieu. 


Paris, z1ft of the 8th Moor, 
of the Year 1644. 
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ET n 
To Solyman Aga, Chief Eunuch of the 


Nomen. 


Perceive by thy Letters, that our Heroick Sultan 
is very induſtrious to take off the Scandal of Im- 
potence which the Ladies at his firſt Acceſſion to 
the Throne faſtned on him, having now ſeen a fourth 
Son born to him in the Seraglio. The Multitude 
of Sulgedts is the Glory of a Monarch, and a ſtrong 
Deſence in Time of War; and the Multitude of 
the Prince's Children is the Security of his People 
both in War and Peace. 
The Sultan's Adventure, as he was going to Ka- 
fari, puts me in mind of an Accident, which befel 
one of the ancient Kings of EF; ypt, who, as he 


Was walking in the Royal Garden at Memphis, ſpy d 


an Eagle flying toward the Place where he was; at 
which Sight he ſtocd till, gazing on the King of 
Birds; till at length the Eagle arriving to that Part 
of the Air which was over his Head, lets fall a Wo- 
man's Shoe at his Feet. The King, ſurprized at 
this Ac ident, takes up the Shoe; and ſurveying 
its exquiſite Symetry and Form, thence took his 
Meaſures of the Lady that had worn it, and ſud - 


den) grew enamoured of the unknown Fair, pro- 


claiming through all Egyet great Rewards to any 


that could diſcover the Owner of that Shoe. At 


length a certain beautiful Courtezan of Naucratis, 
named R/orope, was proved to be the Miſtreſs of 
it; who being brought to the King's Preſence, he 
took her to his Ded, making her the Partner of his 
Empire | 

This Lady had a much better Fate than the tall 


atnian Woman, with whom Satan Ttraiim tell 
In 
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in Love on the like Occaſion : For Rhodope, after 
ſhe had enjoyed her Honour many Years, at Jait died 
peaceably in her Bed, and was entombed in one of 
the Pzramids of Egypt : Whereas, thou telleſt me, 
that this Armenian, toon after her Exaltation to the 
Sultan's Embraces, was ftrangled by the Q- 
er's Command. I tell thee it was a bold and cruel 
Act: and were the Sz/tax ſenfible how ſhe was 
mardered, he would not ſpare to vent hi Irdigna- 
tion againſt her that bare him. 


Paris, 2d of the gth Moon, 
of the Tear 1644. 


as. 


t 


LETTER Xin. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


NE would think it an eafie Ma'ter for a 
Stranger to conceal himic'f in ſo vaſt an1 
populous a City as is Paris, cipe:ially one who 
makes ſo mean and contemſ t ble a Ligure, as dees 
the ſuppoſed Titus of Moldavia, | little thought, 
that the Loxwneſs of my Stature, and the Def mity of 
my Body, would have attracted any curious Iz es, 
but, that my very Habit would have protected me 
from all Sufpicion ; and, that I might have pa's'd 
an Age undiſcovered, amongſt the infinite Crowds 
of People, who throng both the Houſes and <t: ects 
ef Paris. Yet there are ſome critical Moments of 
our Lives Wherein Fate delights to ſport with us, 
© throw Stumbling-Blocks in our Way, to entan- 
gle us in Difficulties and Perils. This is a neceſſary 
Diſcipline of Heaven, to rovze Men from the Lees 
of Security and Confidence in their own Strength 
and Abilities,. and to inſtruct us, That Providence 
L 3 alone 


| 
| 
| 
; 
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alone can extricate us out of the Labyrinth; ewe often 


Fall into. 


I was walking yeſterday before the Great Temple 


of this City, which is dedicated to Mary the Me- 


ther of Feſus, when, on a ſudden, I was accoſted 
(by one whom I little imagin'd to have ſeen in Pa- 
is) with theſe Werds: Mahmut! How came you 
by this Habit? What makes you in this Place? Are 


you 4 Chriſtian, or do you thus diſguiſe your ſeif for 


other Ends? Thou may'ſt eaſily imagine, what a 
Terror ſeized me, when I knew that he who ſpoke 
to me was my Old Mafter at Palermo. It brought 
to my Remembrance all the cruel Blows and Stripes 
I had received during that irkſome Captivity ; and 
J could almoſt have fancy'd my ſelf ready for the 
Paflinada. However, diflembling my Conſuſion, I 
aniwer'd briskly, Sir, you are miſtaken in the Perſon; 
my Name is not Mahmut, bat Titus I am a Chri- 
lian and a Catholick; if you are fuch your ſelf, you 
hae no Reafon to upbraid my Habit, fince 1 wear it 
as a Padge of my Profeſſion, being a Student, and 
Candidate of the Prieſthood. | 

This Anſwer, inftead of ſatisfying him, did but 
augment his Jealouſie; and, being of a paſſionate 
Temper, he broke out into fierce Language, calling 
me Turk, Infidel, Slave, Dog, and all the ill Names 
his Fury could ſuggeſt, He ſpoke fo loud, that it 
was taken Notice of by the People as they walked 
by, who began to gather about us, to learn the Oc- 
cifion of ſo much Noiſe. I then condemn'd my 
ſelf, for not rather owning my ſelf to him, and in- 
\iting him to ſome more retired Place, where J 
might give him an Account of my Circumſtances. 
J look'd upon my ſelf as a dead Man, and would 
gladly have ſuſtained ſeven Years of Servitude again 
in Sicily, to hive been rid of the Fear I was now 
under, of a more terrible Puniſhment, 


While 
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While I was in this Confuſion of Spirit, thinking 
of nothing but Racks and Tortures, the Noiſe of the 
Rabble, who flock'd about us, had alarm'd the Peo- 
ple that were at their Devotions in the Church, who 
came running out to enquire the Cauſe of ſuch a Tu- 
mult: Among the reſt a Friar, eminent ſor his 
Learning and Virtue, and who had a particular Eſteem 
and Friendſhip for me, perceiving the Matter, came 
up cloſe to me, and taking me by the Hand, ſpoke 
aloud theſe Words: Sirs, forbear to injure a Stranger in 
the Court of the Mother of God. I knoxv this Man very 
avell, and will be reſponſible for him; he is a Cati olick- 
Clerk, and Servant of the living God. "The R. bble 
gave a great Shout at the End of this Harangue ; and 
had not my Sicilian Maſter made a narrow Eſcape, 
they would have endangered to tear him in Pieces. 
I know not what became of him afterwards, but I 
attended the Friar into the Temple, where we ttaid 
during the Celebration of their Mat; and then he 
conducted me through the inner Parts of the Tem- 
fe, by private ways into the Lodgings of the Pricfts ; 
whence we iſſu'd out by a Poftern, and, taking Boat, 
we croſs'd the River Seine into the Fie'ds. Ihe 
Friar congratulated my Eſcape from the Hands of 
the Multitude ; and I return d him a thouſand 
Thinks, for lifting me out of the Mire. 

Thou ſeeſt, Dear Friend, that the Arabian Proverb 
ſpeaks not in vain, when it ſays, That the Habitation 
of Danger is on the Borders of Security: And, That 
a Min never runs greater Hazards, than abben he 
leaſts fears them. 

Hie that turns the Scales of Liſe and Death, Good 
and Evil, grant that ſome happy Emergency may 
always ariſe, te divert the Perils which thou ſhalt 
incur in this uncertain Life, 


Paris, 7th of the gth Moon, 
L 4 LETTER 


of the Year 1644. 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Kaimacham. 


HIS Court is now in Mourning for the Deat!. 

of the chief Yi, or Pope. And indeed, 
there ſeems to be more than mere Ceremony in it, 
he having all along favoured the French Intereſt, He 
had almoſt pailed the twenty ſecond Year cf his 
Portificatez which few of the Popes have done ſince 
St. Peter, a Diſciple of their Meſias, from whom 
they pretend to derive their Sucerfron. Their Hi. 
fiories ſay, that this Peter was the Mufti of Rome 
five and twenty Years, and that ſince him not one, 
whether he was elected Young cr Old, has en- 
joy'd the Sovereignty fo long. Thoſe that have ap. 
proached nearelt to it, were Adrian I. Sylveſter I. 
and this Urban VIII. who is now dead. ſt is re- 
ported, tliat at their Co!10rat;zon, the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, kneeling down, burns Flax before Jun 
that is elected, and with a loud Noice, repeats tic.e 
Words thiee: O Hel Father! think not you are 70 
live here as hang as did St Peter; but, let this Flame 
ful you in Mud of the Vanity of the World, and how 
ui the Glory of it paſſes axvay. 

Cardinal Paniphilio ſucceeds him in the Roman 
Chair, and has given himſelf the Name of [zrocert 
X. it being the Cuſtom always at their Promotion, 
io aſſume the Name of ſome Holy Man (a ſtrange 
Piece of Hypocritie, as if that was ſufficient to attone 
;-r their own wicked Lives:) But none of them 
i-as preſumed to take the Name of Peter, out of 
P.eipe&t to the Firſt Vicar of Feſus. This Pamphilia 
15 above threeſcore and twelve Years of Age, by 
whole Exaltation the Family of the Barberini's, io 
hom he was a profeſt'd Enemy, begin to fall into 

Diſgrace 
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Diſgrace. Cardinal Antonios one of that Family, is 
taxed with embezeling the "Treaſures of the C/urch 
committed to his Truſt. 

He flies to France for Succour ; and thovgh he had 
no great Reaſon to expect Cardinal Mazarin's Friend- 
ſuip, having formerly oppoled his Intereſt at the 
Roman Court, in the Time of the late Pope Urban ; 
yet this Cardinal. by an Exceſs of Generoſity, has 
eſpouſed his Cauſe, and engaged his Matter the King 
of France in his Quarrel. 

What will be the Iſſue of this Contention, Time 
will evince. But Men begin to talk already, That 
the King of France will carry a War into rally, 
which will ſhake the Walls of Rome it (elf. 

Thus there is no Stability in Human Affairs; 
but Time and Providence perpetually flart new 
Events. 

God grant that thou may'ſt live to ſee the Oe 
_ Creſcent on the Top of St. Peter's Church in 

ane. 


Paris, 6th of the 10th Non, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER XX. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Port. 


HE great Preparations which Sultan Ira! in 

is making by Land and Sea, affords. a Subject 
of Diſcourſe to all Chriftendom; but adminiiters 
a ſpecial Occaſion of Jealouke to the Repubiick of 
Venice. 

bey look on his declared Intentions to invade 
Melia, only as a Cover or Cloak to his real De- 
ſigns upon themſelves; being confirm'd in their 
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Suſpicion by the Complaints which the Sultan made 
to Soranzo, their Reſident at the Port, when he deli- 
vered himſelf with an Air, that expreſſed far deeper 
Reſentments than his Words. 

Nor can the artificial Strains of Courtefie which 
are uſed toward the Reſident, blind or cancel the ap- 
parent Affront and Contempt which he received from 
the Kaimacham; who refuſed to give him Audience 
after ſome Hours Attendance, though at the ſame 
Time Prince Ragotski's Envoy was admitted at the 
firſt Word. 

Theſe Conſiderations, with others of the like Na- 
ture, have ſufficiently alarm'd the Yenetians; fo that 
they are making all the ſeaſonable Preparations that 


are requiſite to oppoſe the Torrent of the Ottoman 


Fury and Rage, which they apprehend is to be pour- 
ed on them. This they perform with all imagina- 
ble Diligence and Secrecy, being neither willing to 
give a juſt Ground of Jealouſie to the Sullan, nor 
yet to be ſurprized unprovided. 

There have lately been extraordinary Confulta- 
tions in the Senate about theſe Affairs, ſome diſap- 
proving theſe warlike Preparations, others promo 
ting them: One Party judging that a Peace ought 
rather to be purchaſed with a Tender of Gold: A 
contrary Side pleading that ſuch a Purchaſe would 
be both diſhonourable and diſadvantageous, ſince 
upon every new Diſguſt, the O:t9mans would com- 
mence, or at leaſt threaten a War, on purpok to 
eret a continual Mart for Peace, the Sale thereof 


being like to prove ſo profitable to them. Among 


the reſt of the Senators, Signior Grimaldi made an 
Oration, of which I have obtained an authentick 
Copy. And it ſpeaks thus: 


THIS 


t/ 


6 d rg ee f TE SLSR IS an a 
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HIS Ghrious Republick, arch has flouriſh'd 
for ſo many Ages, ought not, in my Opinion, 
to become the Merchandize of upſiart Shepherds, *Tis 
needleſs to recount our Original, or wipe off the an- 
ciem Duſt of our primitive Records, that we may be 
able ta tell the World, abe are the Relick, of 'I roy. 
'Tis bootleſs to put you in Mind, how this moſt ſercne 
and flouriſhing State laid her firſt Foundations in 
the Sea, and built her Neſt in the Floods: That the 
Nereids fl.d to her Shadow, and the ret of the Sea- 
G.ds, even Neptune himſelf, courted her Alliance 
and Protection. Suffice it to ſay, that this Victorious 
State, thus founded and built, has ſpread her Con- 
queſts through Iſtria, Dalmatia, and Epirus; has an- 
nexed under her Government, Corfu, Cephalenia, 
Zant, and Crete, with many other Iſlands of the 
Adriatick and Mediterranean Seas z and that this 
Virgin Commonwealth has preſerdd her ſelf unde- 
fiowered theſe twelve hundred Years. In all which 
Time, fhe never ſubmitted to the luſiſul Tyranny of 
any Forei:n Conqueror. And muſt jhe now become a 
common Proſtitute to Infidels, be bought, and fold at 
any Rate, and pay the Price of her own Slavery? 
as this moſt Auguſt Senate, by a long Series of ſuc- 
ceſsful Wars, been exalted to the Height of Sovereign 
Pozwer, and is he now to he brad into a baſe and 
mercenary Peace, the gilded Mast of abject Slavery? 
We that have flemmed the Torrent of Ottoman In- 
waſions, and refifled the Puiſſance of all Aha, muſt 
we now pull down our own 'Banks, and tamely let 
the proud inſulting Enemy in, paving his way with 
Gold? Rouze up, my Lords, the ancient Genius of 
this mighty Stute, awaken the old Venetian Falour ; 
and, unleſs o reſolve always to bear the Ottoman 
Tote, now ſhake it off, and make a War your Choice, 
rather than your laſt Remedy. | 


* 6 Tn, 
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. The Eyes of all the Weſtern Nations are fixed oz 
%ig Auguſt Aſſembly The Fate of Chrittendom i; 
"6w in the Scales; it is in your Power alone 19 turn 
the doubtful Balance; it is from your unſhaken Valour, 
the Chritian World expects a Benefit, which fhall he 
recorded on the Pillars of Eternity, Suffer not your 
ſelves, Moſt excellent Lords, to be cajoled by the jpe- 
cious Pretences of the Ottoman Fox; but confide in 
your ewn Illuſtrious Arms, and the TFuſlice of your 


Cauſe, which exill not fail to attraft the Favours of 


Divine Providence. Let not thoſe Laurels, which 


have been all along ſprinkled with the Noble Bleed of 


your renowned Anceſiors, be tamely taken from your 
Heads, and trampled under the Feet of Infidels. I en 
do you fear? A Man ſupinely IulPd in wanton Pleg- 
fares; dreewn'd in the ſoft Delights of his Seraglio; a 
fitter Champicn for the Fields of Venus, than fer the 
bloody Toils of Mars, the harſh Fatigues of War ? But 
what do you dread! The Bugbeay Title of Grand-Sig- 
nior ? It zs in our Power to check bis boaſted Gran- 
deur, and make him” ſenſible the State of Venice has 
a Sword can match the Turkiſn Scymitar. 


Do but reſolve, the Work is half done. I feel al. 


ready in my Mind bliſsful Preſages of a laſting Peace, 
the Effet of a juſt and Seaſonable War, which it 
much to be preferred to the precarious Truce ( for i? 
deſerves ro better Title) which they deſign to cheat us 
«with, in Contemplation of our Geld; a 'i'race, awhich 
they vill break at Pleaſure, to flart new Grounds of 
Compoſition, Thus, cauld ave drain the Indies dry, 
d , muft refund our Treaſure into t] Ottoman Ceffers, 
and all Ico little to ſatiate their greedy Avarice, and 
tyrannous  Drmands. Thus evould the moft Serere 
Republick of Venice, be pro/ipon'd to the Divan of 
Algiers, who have already ſhaken off the Turkiſh 
Joke, retaining indeed the ſerwvile Name e, Subjects, but 
-efufing the Tribute they were awnt to jay. Let us not 


Suffer 
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er that barbarous little State, t nooly 1 af- 
ſert their Liberty, whilſt ave ren our Necks to the 
Yoke. Our Fleets are numerous, our Soldiers diſ- 
ciplin'd, our Seamen bold and expert, our Treaſury 
fill of the Nerves of War. Let us be in a Readinej;, 
and, if Sultan Ibrahim dares be the fit drerefor, 
then, beat Drum, ſound Trumpet, and every Man to 
his 7 off . N : ; 


This huffing Harangue of Signior Grima/di, the? 
it met with fome Abetters in the Senate, yet the 
Counſel of the graver and wiſer Heads prevailed ; 
which was to ſend Orders to the Venetian Refident 
at Conflantinople, to ſound the Inclinations of the 


Sultan, and if poſſible, to make a pecuniary Accom- 
modation. | 


This Intelligence I received from a Jew, living at 


Venice ; one whom I confide in, and who gives me 


a conſtant and faithful Account of all the important. 


Occurrences of that State. He is familiar with Ciro- 
lama Puſſerla, and Bernardino Lufulo, two of the 


Senators who voted for Peace; by which Means he 


can eaſily feel the Pulſe of the Venetian State, no- 


thing of Moment being concealed from him by theſe. 


Carius. 


The late AQtion of Giacomo de Niva, Sapra vedi- 


tor of Tino againſt the Ships of Tripe/i and Tunis, is 
interpreted to be done altogether in his own Defence. 
doubt not, but it will be otherwiſe repreſented at 
the Port; but I wiſh ſome Mens groundleſs Diſcon- 
tents, and the private Intereſts of others, be not im- 
proved to the Notion of publick Injuries, by the Ar 
tifice of ſuch as wiſh not well to the Ortoman Em- 
pare, | 

I diſcharge my Duty in ſending thee the beſt In- 
telligence I can in this Juncture 

Cad. the Supreme Monarch of the Univerſe, diſ- 
pole thele Overtures, and all other human Events, 


* 
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to the Exaltation of the Ottoman Empire, and the 
Propagation of the true Faith. 


Paris, 13th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER XXL. 


To Mirza Muhammed Effendi, Vicar to 
the Mufti. 


HE Jews have a Proverb, That he who breeds 

not uf his Son to ſome Trade, makes him a Thief. 
Ard the Arabian ſay, that an idle Peron is the 
Devil's Play-Fellow. "Therefore our ci and miſe 
Eawginer has commanded all true Belicvers to 
exerciſe themſelve every Day in ſome manual Oc- 
Cupaticn. Neither is the Sultan on his Threne any 
more exempted from Obedience to this univerſal 
Precept, than he who cleans the Streets. The Soul 
of Man is aGive is Fire; or, to take our Compa- 
Tifon as the Hebrews do from another Element, it 
can no more cea'e from being buſy, than Water 
can wit!) hold itſelf from running out ef every 
Hole of a Sieve. Men will be alw ys exe:ting their 
Facultie one Way or other, and there is no Medium 
between God and Evil. Whoicever i not em- 
ployed in one, mult neceſſarily fall into the other. 
Theſe are the Points to which all the Lines of hu 
man Actions tend, the Centers where all our Af- 
fairs meet. But though there be no ſuch Thing 
as a Mediocrity between theſe two extremes, and 
every Man is within the Circumference either of 
Virtue or Vice: Yet there are certain Steps and 
Degrees in each; ſpecifick Differe ces alſo, which 
take their Riſe and Proportions from Nature, Mo- 
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rality and Religion. Thus, human Providence teaches 
us, of two Evils to chuſe the leaſt ; while the Avine 
Oracle inſt ructs us, not to ſtand upon Niceties and 
Pun#ilio's with Virtue, but to puſh forward till we 
arrive at an heroick Generoſity 

As for me, who ſerve the Grand Signior in this 
Station, I am forced to compound with the Law, and 
capitulate with the ſeverer Precepts of the Alcoran. 


I tell many a Lye, that I may do the more effectual 


Service to Truth, I am compell'd to deny my Reli- 
gion, that I may prepare a Way for others to propa- 
gate it, By oblique and remote Fetches of Policy, I 
accompliſh the direct Intentions of ſuſtice, while I 
commit little Vices among the Infde/s, to introduce 
great Virtues. Thus, making good the Counſel of 
the Perſian Philoſopher, That it is neceſſary for him 
who would reach his Tourney's End, ſometimes to go 
round aboue. And thou knoweſt what Encourage- 
ment has been given me, being aſſured by the So- 
wereign Prelate of our holy Law, That while 1 keep 
in the Orb of my Duty to the Grand Signior, I am 
out of the Dewil's Circle. 

If thou would'ſt know how 1 buſy my ſelf at my 
Hours of Leiſure: 1 make Watches; not knowing 
how better to ſpend my vacant Time, than in fra- 
ming an Inſtrument whereby | may perceive how 
Time paſſes away. This little Envine points out each 
Minute, and meaſures exactly the Succeſſion of Hours; 
it keeps Pace with Years, yet out runs not Months. 
"Tis the Journal of the Sun, a faithful Record of 
his daily Travel through the Heawens. Ina word, 
"tis the Secretary of Jim; and a compendious Hiſtory 
of the Firſt born Iſue of Eternity, 

Eliachim the Jab takes ome off my Hands; and 
the reit I preſent to the Grandees, or «ny Body 
whom 1 would oblige. I have ſent ſome by the 
Way of Vienna to the molt wenerable Mufti, and to 
thy elf, as allo to others of my Friends at the Sub- 
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blime Port. They are all ſealed up, with Directions 
to thole for whom they are defigned. I wiſh, that 
this mean Teſtimony of my Duty and Affectios, may 
be accepted. And that my Superiours would from 
hence conclude, that I am no bad Husband of my 
Time. 

The unchangeable Eſſence, who moves all Things, 
yet is moved of none; who ſets all the Springs and 
Wheels of Nature a-going. yet remains himſelf in 
eternal Re; beholding alf Things paſt, preſent, and 
to come, with one undivided Glance ; grant that I 
may be approved of Heaven, while I obey the MA 
ti, and his Vicar on Earth. 

If thou favoureſt the Cauſe of the Merchant who 
brings thee this Letter, thou ſhalt do well. He will 
. thee of his Affairs. God increaſe thy Fe- 
icity. 


Paris, 22d of te ioth Mon, 
of the Tear 1644. 


LETTER: XN 
To Hali Omri Baſfa. 


HOU that art exalted from a Page to one- 


of the higheſt Dignities in the Empire, and 


poſieſſeſt an eminent Share of the Sultan's Favours 
wilt not be diſpleaſed if Muhmut, whom thou haſk 
formerly honour'd with thy Friendſhip, puts thee 
in Mind of ſome Qualifications that are requiſite in 
a Faveurite. I know thy Abilities are great, yet he 
that walks on Pinacles, will not refuſe the Aſſiſt» 
ance of any kind Hand that offers it, nor tax a Man 
with Preſumption, for endeavouring to preierve him. 
kom a Fall. ; 


I; 
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It will not be ſufficient, that thou art very zea- 
lous to ſerve the Sultan, to aggrandize his Honour, 
and prop the imperial Dignity : Nor, that thou 
art extremely accurate in managing the Affairs com- 
mitted to thy Charge: That thou art aſſiduous and 
extraordinary careful; not addicted to Recreations 
and Pleaiure: That thou art rigorouſly juſt, deaf 
to Flattery, and inexorable to Bribes; but in all 
Things ſolicitous for thy Sovereign's Intereſt and 
Greatneſs, without any other Byais, fave that of 
untainted Loyalty. (All thele, I muſt confeis, are 
great Virtues in a Stateſman and a Favourite; yet, 
they may become Vices, by their Exceſs as well as 
their Defet, and he that ſteers not his Courle in 
the Go/den Mean, may ſoon precipitate himſelf into 
win ) Bot it 1s aiſo neceſſary for. thee, to have an 
Fye to tie Sa isfaction of the Subject, as well as to 
the Prince's tereg tive. It will not be fafe to im- 
molate the People's Intereſts and Liberties, to the 
Humours and Caprices of their Sovereign. Neither 
will he thank or reward thee, for ſuch a dangerous 
piece of Zeal. Nay, ſheuld he himklf con.mand 
tize to do any T hing wiich would intten h on their 
Rights and Privilege, thou oughtelt 1ather to ſhew 
thy Fidelity, in humoly remcnttrating to him the 
il Conſequences of inch a Proceedirg., then by a 
blind Obedi-nce to betray both him and thy fell 
to the publick Odiwm On thee to be jure it wall 
faden. however thy Maſter may eicape; and thou 
muſt fall a Victim to «ppeaie the incens'd Multitude, 
and ſve him harmleſs. 

his was the Cate. of the Duke 4O/itarey, the 
hte Miniſter and Favourite ot the King of Spain. 
He was endued with all the forementioned Vir= 
tues requiſite in a Stateſman ; but his immenſe Leal 
o advance the King's Prerogative, betrayed him to 
uch Meaſures of Oppretſion and Tyranny, as were 
ne Occaſion of his Ruin. bas x $4 
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The Spaniards claim certain Franchi es and Immu- 
nities, which when granted them, they pay a volun- 
tary Homage to the Caftilian Crown. D'Olivarez 
ſought to bereave them of theſe their native Cu- 
ftoms and Liberties, which by Degrees gave ſo gene- 
ral a Diſguſt to that apprehenſive Nation, that they 
broke out into an open Rebellion. Hence ſprung 
the Revolt of Catalonia and Rouſſilion; and the to- 
tal Defection of Portugal. He thought by Rigor 
to drive theſe People to Extremes, making them tall 
into Treaſon, and then taking Advantage of their 
Crimes, to make his Maſter more abſolute. But, 
theſe indirect Courſes never proſpered ; and we now 
ſee the Duke of Braganza by this Means eſtabliſhed 
in the Throne of Portugal, that Kingdom quite rent 
from Spain, and the other Provinces in the Hands of 
the French. , 

The Spaniſh Grandees, ſenfible of the Mal-Ad- 
miniſtrat ion of the Favourite Duke, grew diſguſted, 
withdrew from the Court, and from their Charges, 
leaving the King almoſt deſtitute of Attendants at 
home, or Officers abroad; yet none durſt diſco- 
ver the Grounds of their Diſcontent, till the Con- 


fable of Caftile broke the Ice on the following Oc- 


calion. The Conftabk is one of the Prime Nobility 
of Sfain, deducing his Pedigree from a Race df 
Kings Him had Olwarc made his mortal Enemy, 


by propofing a Match between a Son of his, and 


the Conſtable's Daughter. This Son, whether natu- 
ral or only adopted, is not certainly known, but 
he had lived an obſcure and debauched Life, rot fo 
much as taken Notice of, unleſs for his diſſolute 
Manners and enormous Crimes, which had once ex- 
poled him to the Sentence of Death, had he not 
met with- better Fortune than he deſerved. All the 
Nobles were highly diſguſted, when they ſaw this 
Prodigal owned by Olivarez for his natural Son and 
Heir, inveſted with the higheſt Dignities of the = 
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dom, and made Maſter of prodigious Riches ; eſpe- 
cially, fince he was no Ways worthy of juch Prefer. 
ments, retaining ſtil] his former Vices, and giving every 
where Proofs of an abject and biie Genius To fee 
ſuch an one made Prefident of the Indies, and at the 
heighth of Honour, in a fair Way to ſucceed the 
Duke in his Minifiry, irritated the whole Court, and 
drove the Conſſable of Caſtile to Impatience He ut- 
terly refuſes the Match, diſdaining that his Daughter 
ſhould be linked to ſuch an Upttait; he remonſtrates 
to the King the excrbitant Ambition of Olivarez. 
In fine, being ſeconded by other Lordi of the Court, 
and by Letters from the German Emperor, he ſo far 
prevailed on the King, thit his Eyes began to be 
open'd, and he now clearly ſaw, that all the Diſorders 
of the Government ow'd their Origin to the ill Con- 
duct of O/ivarez. Wherefore, taking the Advice of 
his faithful Counſellors, he baniſh'd him the Court, 
deprived him of all Authority, confined him firſt to 
a Place not far from Madrid, and afterwards to Toro, 
a City in Ol Caftile. 

Thus fell that great Miniſter, through his own 
Ambition to riſe ; ſeeking by unwarrantable Methods 
to ſecure his Maſter's Favour, he incurred the Heighth 
of his Diſpleaſure, and brought vpon his own Head 
an irrecoverable Diſgrace and Ruin. 

I fend thee this Example, as a Teſtimony of my 
Friendſhip and Fidelity; and, that thou may'ft in- 
form the Divan of the true Grounds of this Man's 
Misfortune. The King has now taken the Reins of 
Government into his own Hands, tho* tis thought 
too late. | 

I wiſh thee an Increaſe of Virtues and Happineſs, 


and that thy Moderation may keep thee fledfaſt in 
the Sultan's Favour. 


Paris, 4th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


T is, thou knoweft, a conſiderable Time fince I 

was Love ſmitten with - the beautiful Daria, who 
was fair as an Angel, and diſcreet above any mortal 
Creature. It's hard to ſay whether the Beauty of | er 
Mind or that of her Body, firuck deepeſt Imprel- 
fions on my Soul, How Jong were the Nights and 
how ſhort my Slumbers, and what a general Di- 
tration of Tho ghis was I in; I could nut abide my 
Chamber, ard when I went out, no other Place cod 
pleaſe me. I knew not what I ſaid or thought, whe- 
ther I dream'd or was really awake, ſtood or ſate, 
went beckwards or forwards, all Poltures and F:aces 
being alike, ſeeing none of them could affd me the 
Relief 1 ſought alter. 

I imagined no leis, but that J muſt thus lang, 
on; yet 1 find that Time aud Ablence have, at 
lergth, made Way for Reaſon. Marvel not, dear 
O, lou I have ſ.ffered ti ele Traoſports. Our Pai 
fions are n t in our Power, we cannot loie and 
hate when und whom we pleaſe. There is a Con- 
formity of Blood, wherein the S.ars, they ſav, weile 
Wonders. *j'is true, no Man can jove and be wie 
at the ſame lime; but prithee tell me. did'!t eer 
know any wiſe Man, why was not one Iime or 
other in Love? Remember thine own Paſſion fer be 
fame Object, which will make thee the eaſier to ex- 
euſe mine. Þil tell thee a Story, which I have ſome- 
where read; which, if it does not palliate, yet will 
not aggravate my Weakneſs: 

A certain Country man having loſt his A, came 
to the Muezinr, or Cryer, defiring bim to give No- 
tice at the Door of one of their Mg/ques. Which 2 

| | 
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did for three ſeveral Feflivals, But no News being 
heard of the Animal, the Owner urged the Muzzin to 
continue his former Proclamations, with the Reward 
of a fat Pig to the Finder The Muexin being an 
Arch- Wag, and tired with the Fellow's Importunity, 
one Day when the Ceremonies of their /uper/titious 
Worſhip. was ended, and People flock'd amain out of 
the My/que, he made this following Proclamation : 

there be any Mun here amongſt you, who will come 
fo h and ſilemuly profeſs, he never was in Love, he 
halt have a fat Pig. f 

An ungainly 'oobily Fellow, who was leaning 
lining on his Staff, bawl'd out, That he could jafely 
take bis Oath, be was the Perſon «vho had never been 
in Love. Whereupon the Muezin taking him by 
the S ezve, preients him to the Country man, ſaying, 
Here Friend, J have found your Aſs, the Pig is mine. 

Rejoice w.th me for the Reccvery of my Liberty, 
and believe an experienced Man, when he tells thee, 
that a Man's Love to his Friend, tho' it be not ſo 
violent and ſtrong as that to his Miſtreſs, yet is 
more ſolid and lalting, 


Paris, 12th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


2 8 


Err XXIV; 


To the invincible Vuir Azem, at the Port. 


*— — 
r 


Ince thou, who art the Centre and Source of 
all Dignity, haſt drawn back one Ray of Ho- 
nour into thy telf, whoſe Emanation before made 
ſome of thy Slaves illuſtrious, with the Title and 
Power of Caffain Paſa : Since thou thy ſelf, L ſay, 
who art always Genera/i/imo by Land, vouchi 2 

: allo 
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alſo at this Juncture to become Ba of the Sea; I 
wiſh that both Elements may prove propitious to 
thee, and Fate crown thy Arms with the Heighth of 
Succeſs, May the King of the Waters proclaim a 
Nefiraum where ever thou ſaileſt, and may the Winds 
pay Homage to the Banner of the Ottoman Empire. 
n a word, may yielding Waves and timely Gales con- 
vey thee ſafe and proſperous to Venice, and may For- 
tune always attend that Courage, which- never forſook 
thee when thy Maſter's Honour lay at Stake. 

The Empire of the Oſman: is highly obliged te 
Providence, for ſuch a valiant and experienced Lea- 
der of their Armies. There is need of the Reſolu- 
tion of Alexander the Great to encounter with all the 
formidable Difficulties and Hazards of this War. 
Thou art not marching againſt the ſoft and effemi- 
nate Perfians, Men drown'd in the luxurious De- 
baucheries of Mia, and enervated by continual Vo- 
luptuouſneſs: But thou muſt combat with the fierce 
Raſcians, hardy Servians, the valiant Inhabitants of 
Dalmatia and Mria, Men inur'd to Toils and Fa- 


tigues, and ſteeled in Blood and Slaughter. I tell 


thee, there is no State in the World that takes 
more Care to breed her Subjects up in all the Diſ- 
cipline of War, than this Republick. Thou haſt 
heard of the famous Arſenal of Venice; wilt thou be- 
lieve what Auma the Je has told me, concerning 


that Nur of War? He is newly come from 


thence, and ſays, That this Arſenal alone is half a 
League in Circuit; that there is but one Gate and 
Chanel into it, by which their Veſſels paſs in 
and out: That in this Place, as n a Seminary,” are 
bred up an infinite Namber of Slaves, who are a 
little Commonwealth themſelves. Some of theſe 
are employ'd all the Year round, in making Gallies, 
Galeaſſes, Pinnaces, Brigantines, _ and other Ship- 
ping, with all Materials belopging to them, as Malls, 
Oars, c. Others make Bullets, Chains, . 

N | -annon, 
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Cannon and all kinds of Artillery, A third Sort are 
buſied in making Ropes, Sails, Shrouds, and ſuch 
like Naval Implements. 

He ſays moreover, that in this Magazine are con- 
tained 40000 Piſtols ; zooooo Daggers; 60000 Par- 
tizans; Javelins 100000; Croſs- Bo]. 30000 
Long- Bows 5eo00 with 500008 Swords, Muſ- 
quets 2000003 1000 Cannon ; as many Sakers ; 
500 Culverins. All theſe are preſerved as a Treaſury 
of War, beſides infinite Quantities of all Manner of 
Weapons and Ammunitions, which are daily carried 
from hence to furniſh their Ships by Sea, and their 
Armies and Forts by Land, Thou wilt conclude 
from hence, That this is a wiſe and martial Nation, 
and that the Conqueſt of Venice will coſt much 
Sweat and Blood. 

Wilt thou hear what this Few ſays of their pub- 
lick —_ which are all made of the beſt 
Marble? He counts ſixty fix Pariſh-Churches ; fifty 
two Monaſteries ; twenty fix Nunneries ; eighteen 
Chapels ; ſeventeen Hoſpitals ; and fix Schools. 
He numbers fifty ſix Courts of Juſtice ; ten Gates 
of Braſs, four hundred and fifty Stone Bridges ; eighty 
thouſand Boats; which cannot be ſerved with leſs 
than double that Number of Watermen. The In- 
habitants of this City are computed to be 800000. 
By all this, theu mayeſt comprehend the Great- 
neſs and Wealth of this Republick, and that it is 
no inglorious Enterprize to carry on a War againſt 
it. 

Theſe Infidels give publick Toleration to Harlets ; 
which is practiſed not only in this City, but all over 
Laly, and brings a vaſt Revenue into the Treaſury. 
The Whores Pence of Venice is ſaid to amount Year- 
ly to 100000 Zechins. 

The Multitude of Jeus alſo does mightily enrich 
that City, who have no leſs than nine y :gogurs 
there. They are Maſters of infinite Wealth, and 

engroſs 
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engroſs the greateſt Part of the Læuantine Traffick, 
whereby Venice. is become ſuperlatively wealthy, 
and has acquired the Epithet of Kich. This is 
grown a Faſhion in Tah; That every City has its 
peculiar Title, as Rome the Holy, Padua the Learncd, 
Milan the Great, Naples the Praud, and Venice the 
Rich. 0 1 | 
One Thing extremely pleaſes me, and had it not 
a Shew of Halatry, I could not but apphud it, as 
an Argument of the Generoſity of this State. Adonat 
tells me, That there are no leſs than 165 Marble, 
and 23 Brazen Statues, erected by the Order and 
at the Charges of this Repub/zck, in Honour of the 
like Number of valiant / Seld;ers, who. have merited 
well of the Publick. - This- is an efficacious Encou- 
ragement te others, a Spur to Virtue, the Cheriſher 
of martial Ardour : And Venice herein ſeems to imi- 
tate the Gratitude of ancient Rome, which never 
ſpared any Coſt to honour her Heroes, and render 
their Memory Immortal EY 

God grant thee Victory over theſe I»fde/s, that at 
thy Return, laden with the Venetian Spoils, thou 
may'ſt rejoice in the Royal Careſſes and Favour of 
our glorious Sulter, and that not only Conſtantinopls, 
but all the Ottoman Empire, may celebrate T riumphs 
for the Succeſs of thy Arms. 


Paris, 21ſt of the 11th Moon, 
P the Year 1644. ; 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 
To Dgnet Oglon. 


T appears by thy melancholy Letters thou haft 

not forgot the Loſs thou formerly ſuſtaineſt by 
Fire, but ſtill continueſt to diſturb thy ſelf with 
diſmal Apprehenfions of ſpending thy Days in igno- 
minious Poverty, I am afraid thou didit ſet thy 
Heart too much on thy Wealth, which makes thee 
ſo uneaſie under thy Misſortune. Perhaps thy Mo- 


ney was thy Mafter, and God in removing it from 
thee, has made thee free, and thereby fitted thee for 
the Contemplations of the Univerſe. 


Never fear Want ; the ſame Providence which took 
Care of thee before thou cameſt into the World, 
will never be wanting to thee now thou art in it. 
It is but a little that we need, and it will not be 


long before it will be impoſſible for us to want any 


Thing. Poverty never meets the thinking and indu- 


firious. And a Man may ſatisſie Nature, without the 
leaſt Obligation to Fortune; who, when ſhe ſeems 


moſt angry with us, ſcarce ever denies us Neceſſa- 
ries. The Belly indeed is a troubleſome Creditor, 


yet is quieted with a little. Seneca tells us, That 


Epicurus confined himſelf to a narrower Allowance, 
than that of the ſevereſt Priſons, to the moſt heinous 
Offender ; and found himſelf at Eaſe too in a ſtricter 
Diet, than any Man in the worſt Condition needs to 
fear, But the Miſery of it is, we are governed in 
all things by Opinion, and every thing is to us as 
we think it to be. : | 

The ſame great Man tells us, of one Apicius, who 


pPoiſon'd himſelf, for fear of ſtarving, when he had 


two hundred and fifty Piaſters in his Cofters, 
And, another more modern Philoſopher relates, 1 hag 
| M - @ ricy 
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a rich Man,. an Acquaintance, of his, falling mad, 
ſvatcht up a Straw, and complained» he muſt periſh 
with Hungcr, for he ſaw there was no Grain in the 
empty Husks, | 

It is ſaid of the Emperor Galba, That he waz 
wont to weep, when he ſaw his Table better co- 
vered then ordinary, And, I have read of a cer. 
tain Chriſtian Mufti, who was ſo wretchedly cove- 
tous, that he would ſteal privately into the great 
Moſque of Rome, and put out the Lamps there to 
ſave Charges. 

But methinks, I hear thee murmuring me an An- 
ſwer, that this was never thy Humour; and thief 
Citations make little Impreſſion on a M a, that haz 
had his Houſe and Goods burnt, and narrowly eſca- 

in his own Perſon. 
Shall I tell thee then, what happen'd lately in 
theſe Parts, which will perhaps, make thee more 
contented and thankful for thy Liſe, ſeeing what 
was theſe poor People's Lot, might have been 
thine ? | 

Certain conſiderable Merchants coming to this 
Town, and lodging at an Inn, not far from my 
Quarters, the Houſe being full of Gueſts, they were 
forced to be content with an upper Room ; where, 
entertaining one another with pleaſant Diſcourſe, to 


ya away the T'ime till Supper, on a ſudden the 


tchen was all in a Flame, unfortunately increaſed 
with combuſtible Matter lying near the Chimney. 
Some ſay there was a great Quantity of Oil and 
Gunpowder (an odd Store- Houſe to lay ſuch Com- 
modities in.) However, the Fire appeared fo ſud- 


denly and violently, that in a Moment all the Floor 


under them was ſeized with it. | 
Theſe Gentlemen, who were two Stories high, 
in a Chamber towards the Street, as ſoon as they 
heard the Cry of Fire, began to make towards their 
Trunks and Pormanteaus, which were lochd up Na a 
ge 


„ adn: we SIS. 2. A 


Vol. II. a Sev at Pax IB. 243 
a large Coffer, the Key of which hung at their 
Hofte/s's Girdle. They were for going down to 
fetch it, but the Fire had in a Manner conſum'd 
all beneath them. Whilſt they were buſied in try- 
ing to break open the Coffer, and to take out every 
Man his own, their Chamber became inſtantly ſo 
full of Smoak, as was like to Choak them. They 


could neither ſave themſelyes by going up or down, 


the Houſe being all over in a Flame. Moreover, 
their Neighbours ſeeing their own Heuſes in Danger, 
were ſo concerned for themſelves, that they had no 
time to pity others. So that few People attempted 
to ſuccour theſe poor Gentlemen, who on their fide, 
endeayoured with great Pieces of Wood, to force 
a Paſſage; but the Walls and Windows were too 


” ſtrong to give Way to their Efforts, being ſecur'd 


with thick Iron Bars, faſtened to the Stones, In th.s 
lamentable Condition, having this inexorable Flame 
before their Eyes, Which had already ſeized on the 
Chamber, tearing the Hair of their Heads, and 


ſtamping on the Ground, they ſent forth ſuch dread- 


ful Shrieks, as moved all that heard them to extream 
Compaſſion, 

They threw their Gold and Silver into the Streets 
in vain, crying for Help; the Fire being ſo increas'd, 
that before the People could bring Ladders and 
other Inſtruments to break a Way into the Cham- 
75 theſe poor Wretches miſerably periſhed in the 

ames. | 


Thank God thou haſt ſtill thy Life and Senſes. 


Turn theſe laft the right Way, and thou wilt. fiad 
thou haſt loſt nothing. 


Paris, 21ſt of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


HE Spaniards are the proudeſt People in the 

World. They ftrut like Cranes as they go 
along the Streets, and walk by Rules of Geometry. 
Here are many of them in this City, fince the Re- 
volt of Catalonia and Rouſſillon, The French accuſe 
them of Uncomplaiſznce and ill Manners, in that 
they will not change their Habit or Gait, in a 
Country ſoo averſe from Formality. 

They are extremely addicted to Rhodomontaado's ; 
as thou wilt eafily gueſs by this which follows: 
Lewis XIII. asking a Spaniſh Officer, who was a Pri- 
ſoner of War, Why the Kings of Spain went not in 
Perſon to the Wars, as the Kings of France: He 
anſwer'd, If the King, my Maſter, ſhould lead his own 
Army imo the Field, the whole Earth awould tremble 
under him, 

Another being aK d; Why the Spanijh King in his 
Style, boaſted, That the Sun was his Helmet, replyed, 
Becauſe that Luminary never ſets on all my Maſter's 
Territories, But the Frenchman wittily retorted; He 
will neither ſet nor riſe on any of your Maſter's Domi- 
nions Cer long, if the Great Lewis goes on with his 
Congueſts. 

Indeed, to paſs from Feſt to Earneft, this Vi cto- 
rious King continually pares away ſome Part or 
other of the Spani/h Monarchy, IT have acquainted 
the Miniſters of the Divan, with the moſt impor- 
tant Paſſages of this War, except the taking of 
Graveling, which I did not then think ſo conſiderable 
a Place, as I am ſince informed it is. Tis a Sea» 
'Town, lying on the Northern Shore of France, and 
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commanding the Narrow Seas, between the Continent 


eſt Towns in Europe. The French King, by the 


Conqueſt of this Place, is in a Condition to give the 


Law by Sea to all the Northern Nations. 


The Great God who protects the Ottoman Empire, . 


ſet Limits to the Conqueſts of this Cbriſtian King, 


and ſo continue the Wars of theſe fide! Princes, 


that neither any one of them may be in a Condi- 


tion, nor all of them together be agreed, to make- 


Head againſt the Arms of our. Irvincible Sultan. 


Paris, 3d of the 12th Mn, 
of the Year 1644. 


LETTER XXVII. 
To Dicheu Huſſein Baſſa. 


preſent Convulſions of the Engliſh State. I 
communicated to the Fizir Axem, what Intelligences 
I had received of the Troubles of that Kingdom. Be- 
ſides, the Imperial City is full of Strangers of all 
Nations, who maintain Correſpondences with their 
ſeveral reſpective Countries: Whence it comes to 
paſs, That whatſoever is done in the moſt remote 
Corners of the Earth, is foon known to the Minifters 
of the Sublime Port, which is the Sandtuary of the 


whole World. But 1 fhall gratifie thee, in unveiling © 


the Interior of thoſe Events, which have made ſuch 
a Noiſe. Thou art naturally curious in thy Reſear- 
ches; and I ſhall preſent thee with ſome additional 
Remarks, which 1 have made on the Exgliſßi Affairs, 


lince I wrete to the Supreme Miniſter on that Sub- 
1eR. 
I ag- 


M 3 


and England Some ſay, that it is one of the ſtrong- 


HO haſt already in the Divan, heard of the 
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I acquainted him, that the late Cardinal Richlieu 
had a Hand in embroiling that Iſland, as he had in 
exciting the Tumults of Catalonia, and promoting 
tie Revolution of Portugal. The part which he 
a ed was by Proxy, He had his Agents there, 
to blow up into a Flame, the Sparks which lay 
ſnothering in the Breaſts of that diſcontented Peo- 
le. 'Thofe of the Latin Church reflect on it as a 
I on the Ergliſh Nation, that they have 
never been free from Conſpiracies, Seditions ard 
Rebellions, ſince the Time they ſhook off their 
Obedience to the Roman Mufti; which was in the 
Days of King Henry VIII. As if that Revolt in 
Point of Religion had been the Source of all the 
Following Tumults and Diſorders in the State. 
'T'is certain, Religion has great Influence on Mens 
torals, and where 'a Liberty of Innovating is once 
allow'd, it makes continued Progreſſions. Some 
French Antiquaries ſay, that the Engl/þ embrac'd the 
Roman Communion for the Space of ſeven hundred 
Years; and, that during ſo long a Time, they ne- 
ver had any Civil Wars, but ſuch as were made on 
the Account of Succeſſion to the Crown.. But, that 
after they had chang'd their Faith, they were al- 
ways reſtleſs, ſtill hatching ſome Alteration in the 
Government, I know not how far theſe Obſerva- 
tions are juſtifiable, Men being generally partial to 
their own Cauſe: But, the prelent Stirs in that 
Iſland, ſeem to owe their Increaſe, if not their 
Birth, to the Latitude which the Subjects take in 
Matters of Conſcience. Whilſt every Man carves 
out to himſelf ſuch a Religion as beſt pleaſes him; 
without being accountable” to the State, or paying 
any Tribute, as is the Practice of the Ottoman Em- 
re: Hence it is few Men's Ambition to conſorm 
© the Religion of the Prince; but, every Sed en- 
d:ivours to perſuade both Prince and People to 
1.bſcribe to their Sentiments; and the moſt po- 
5 tent 
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ten Party threatens all the reſt with the ill Con- 
ſequences of War, in Caſe their Tenets be not eſta- 
bliſn'd. Among all the Religions which divide the 
Inhabitants of that Hand, there is none for which 
they have ſo general an Averſion, as that which 
they call the Roman Catholick, though it were once 
the Efablih'd Religion of the Country, This is 
now become the pablick Eye-ſore ; and the reſt 
of the Ses, though they are at immortal Diffe- 
rence with each other, yet all join Heart and Hand- 
to oppoſe this common Bugbear, The French ſay, 
That the Proteſtants are like the Egli Maſtiff, 
two of which I remember were preſented to 
Sultan Amurath, by the French Ambaſſador, with. 
this Character of them; That though <vlen they 
guarrelld they vill firht with each other te Death, 
yet ſhould a Bear be let looſe upon them, in the miaſt 
and heat of their Fury, they would ſcon become Frienas,. 
and turn the Battle upen their Savage Enemz. Such, 
they ſay, is the Humour of the Engli/h Setarres ; 
and the Factious have improv'd it ſo far, as to fa- 
ten the Odium of the Vulgar on the King himſelf, 
by ſuggelting, That he deſigns to introduce the 
Roman Keligion into that Country ; whereas, accord-- 
ing to the Relation of Travellers and knowing Men,. 
he is a zealous Proteſtant. I his is the Pretence of | 
taking up Arms againſt him: An Artifice, by which 
Rebellion is generally uſher'd in; whilſt the Defence i 
of Xelizion is made a Cloak for Sacrilege and Trea- | 
fon 


The T-fidels have found out a Way to divide a 
Man from himtelf, by Metaphy/ical Niceties, a 
Science wherein the True Believers are happily igno- | 
rant. They are actually in Arms againſt their So- 
vereign, yet they declare they fight for him: Main- 
taining their Rebellion by this Sophiſiry, That they 
fight againſt his Natural Perſon, to defend his Politi- 
cal; as if they could feparate one from the other. | 

| M 4 Some ö | 
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Some chinking Men ſay, "tis well if they do not di- 
vorce his Scul from his Body by the Help of theſe 
juggling Diſtinctions. 

His Viceroy in Ireland has already loſt his Head, 
for no other Crime, but his Loyalty to his Maſter : 
who is blam'd for giving Conſent to the Execution 
of fo faithful a Miner. Yet the Curious pretend 
fo trace the Footiteps of Juſtice in this Man's Deſti- 
ny, ſince he fell a Sacrifice to the ſame Democratick 
Principles, whereof he had formerly been a zealous 
Patron, having been qbſerved to be once a great 
Oppoſer of the Royal Peregative If this be true, 
t ſeems as if Nemeſis her ſelf had brought him to his 
Puniſhment. * 

Thou wilt wonder at the Preſumption of theſe 
People, in diveſting the King of the Military Power 
by Sea and Land, and aſſuming it themſelves Eſpe- 
cially when thou conſidereſt, that this is the E/ential 
Prerogative of Sovereignty, without which it is but 
an Empty Title. 

Our invincible Sullans are poſſeſſed of ſuch an 
uncontroulable Authority as cannot be transferr'd to 
any Subject, or to all the Subjects of fo vaſt an En. 
fire put together; but is only communicated at the 
mperial Pleaſure, as Rays from the Sun, whoſe 
Emanationg, though they are immenſe and infinite ; 
yet do they not in the leaſt diminiſh or weaken 
that immortal Fountain of Light. But the Eng//þ 

have not that Veneration for their Prince, as 15 
found in the Muſſulmans : They eſteem him but 
the Tru/ice of the Commonwealth, the Creature of 
the Populace, having imbib'd the Principles of Ari- 
fletle, Cato, and other Democratic: Philoſophers ; who 
teach, That the Sovereign Power is originally in the 
People, and but tranſmitted from them to the Prince, 


by way of Deputation and Credence. My Letter to 


the Prince Vizir will inform thee what the Engl; 
Parliament is. At this Time, as I am inform'd, it 
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conſiſts for the moſt Part of Men of this Stamp; 
yet they do not openly profeſs theſe Artimonarchick 
Tenets; but, under the Masks of Loyalty, amuſe 
the credulous Multitude with ſpecious Pretences, Of 
making the King the moſt Glorious Monarch, aud his 
Subjects the happieſt People in the World. But *tis 
thought he will rather confide in his Arms, the Ju- 
frice of his Cauſe, and the Protection of God, than 
ſuffer himſelf to be any longer cajoll'd by their falſe 
Rhetorick. | 

He has given them Battel once, wherein they ſay, 
the Victory was in an even Balance, and neither 
Side could claim it. 

The Rebels have put to Death the Engliih Mufti, 
whom they call the Archbiſbop. They truck off his 
Head with an Axe, in the open Street, on the 10th 
Day of the firſt Moon of the Year * 

Before I conclude this Letter, I ſhall relate to 
thee a Paſſage, which happen'd in this King's In- 
fancy, worthy of Remark. In former Ages, there 
were a Sort of Philoſophers or Prophets in England, 
whom they calld Druids and Bards. Theſe in- 
ſtructed the People in the Belizf of a God, the In- 
mortality of the Soul, and other Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion, They foretold things to come; and 
had acquir'd ſo great a Reputation, that the Kings 
of that Country would undertake no Affair of Mo- 
ment, till they had firſt conſulted theſe Oracles. 
'Tis ſaid, there are yet living ſome of that Prophe- 
' tick Race in the Mountains of Scotland. One of 
which, a Man of great SanCtity and .Wiſdom, be- 
ing a hundred and twenty Years old, came to 
vitit this King's Father; at which Lime he ſaw this 
King, being then an Infant in his Nurſe's Arms, 
whilſt his Elder Brother and Heir of the Crown 


ſtood by. Ihe old Man, aſter his Compliments : 


to the Father, takes the Infant Prince in bis Arms, 
*and beſtows his W on it in theſe Terms, 
. p ! 
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Hail, Royal Babe, Heir of two Crowns; thou ſhalt 
reign a long Time happily z but in the End, à Flower- 
de-Luce ſhall be thy Bane, Ihe Nobles that were pre- 
ſent, thinking that the Extremity of Age had be- 
reav'd him of his Reaſon, were ready to thruſt him 
away; offering to take the Child from him, and 
telling him, That he miſtook; for this Was not the 
Heir of the Crown, but his Brother who ſtood by. But 
he, with a compoſed I.ook and an aſſured Carriage, 
made Anſwer, That what he ſpoke was Truth; ad- 
ding withal, That the Elder Brother ſhould die before 
his Father ; and that this ſhould live to inherit the 
Kingdoms of Scotland and England. The Event has 
made good ſome Part of his Prophecy ; for his elder 
Brother died at twelve Years of Age, and he at this 
Day poſſeſſes thoſe two Kingdoms; but how the 
Flower-de-luce all be his Bane, Time muſt evince. 
It is thought, That by it is meant the French King; 
becauſe that is the Au of the Royal Blood of France. 
It is hard to determine of future Events, yet there 
are ſome, who obſerving the [fluence which this 
Conrt has had on the Eng/ii Commotions, and how 
far Cardinal Rich/ieu had engaged King Leawis XIII. 
in Revenging the Affronts which were given to his 
Siſter the Queen of England by that inhofpitable 
Nation, make no Difficulty of Interpreting this 
Prophecy 3 but conclude, That the unfortunate Kin 
of England will at length fall a Vidtim to the French 
Reſentments, though his own Subjects be inſtrumental 
to his Ruin, 

I will continue my Intelligence of the Engliſb Af- 
fairs as I receive them. In the mean while, I pray 
the Great God to protect the Muſulman Empire from 


Sedition and Treaſon, and keep the Subjects of Sultan 
- {brahimin their due Obedience. | 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moor, 
C's Bk Fate 7 LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


70 Bajazet Ali Hogia, Preacher to the 
Seraglio. 


ERE are to be met with in theſe Veſern Parts, 
infinite Numbers of People, Who not only deſpiſe 
and viliſy our Law, but their own, and openly ſcoff 
at all Religions in the World. Theſe are known by 
the Name of Libertines or Atheifis, which is to ſay, 
People that profeſs themſelves Enemies te the Belief 
of a God, A lewd and unthinking Herd of Ani- 
mals, who dare not be alone, leſt they ſhould come 
to the Remembrance of themſelves, and be wiſer 
Theſe People are, in ſome fort, like Niuus, that 
great Affrrian Monarch, who vaunted, he never ſaw 
the Stars, nor deſired it; worſhipped neither Sun 
nor Moon, never ſpoke to his People, nor took any 
Account of them, but was valiant in Eating and 
Drinking. 
He was ſaid to have this Inſcription on his Tomb. 


J VAS FORMERLY NINUS, THE GREAT 
LORD OF THE WORLD, AND LIVED AS 
THOU _ DOST, BUT AM: NOW NOTHING 
BUT DUST. ALL THE MEAT I HAVE 
EATEN, ALL THE HANDSOME WOMEN 
T1 HAVE ENFOYD, ALL THE WORSHIP 
"THAT s PAID ME, AV ALL THE 
RICHES 1 VAS POSSES\D OF, HAVE 
FAIL.D ME; AND WHEN 1SET FORWARD 
FROM THIS WORLD INTO THE INVISIBLE 
STATE, I HAD NEITHER GOLD, NOR 
HORSE,. NOR CHARIOT, I AM NOW, 1 
SAY, _ BUT THE DUST THOU TREADEST 


- Such 
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Such another was Sardanapalus, one of the Suc- 
ceſſors ef Niuus in that Monarchy, and in the Cor- 
rupcion of his Manners. An effeminate Prince, a 
Slave to his Luſts, and not worthy of an Imperial 
Crown. It was not to his Virtue or Courage that 
Nineveh was obliged, for ſuftaining a Siege of eight 
and twenty Moons, but to the impregnable 
Strength of her own Walls. For, fo ſoon as he was 
told, That the Oracle was fulfill'd, and that the River 
Euphrates was join'd in League with his Enemies, 


and had by an unuſual Flood, broke down a con- 


fiderable Part of the Walls in which he truſted ; 
all his Bravery vaniſh'd ; he ſhewed he was & 
Coward, and kill'd himſelf for fear of Death. Yet 
ſuch was the ſerdid Impotence of his Spirit, that 
even in this Way he durſt not die alone, but ta- 
king his Concubines and nearet Attendants, with 
all his Gold and Jowels, he forced them to accome 
pany him into the Hollow of a Funeral Pile, which 
e fired with his own Hands, and burnt his Ser- 
vants with himſelf. I do not eſteem it an Effect of 


Courage, to make Death a Sanctuary from the ine- 


vitable Miſeries of a hated Life. But, to be either 


willing te die, in the Height of Human Enjoy- 
ments, or to be reſolved to live and outbrave theſe 


very Calamities, which would tempt any Man to 
die, is the peculiar Mark of an Heroick Reſolu- 
don. 

tlowever, thus died Surdanapalus, having defired 
tnat a Minument might be erected to his Memory, 
with this Inſcription 3 _ 


SARDANAPALUS LVD MUCH IN 4 LINTLE 
TIME, HAVING ALWAYS GRATIFIED HB 
SENSES; HE BUILT TWO CITIES, ANCHI- 
ALA AND TARSUS, IN ONE DAY; PER» 
FORMED THE TASK OF MANY YEARS, IN 


———— — —_ 
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FOUR AND TWENTY HOURS, ADVBRES 
THEE, READER, TO IMITATE HIS EX. 
AMPLE : EAT, DRINK, AND ENFOY THY 
SELF; FOR AFTER DEATH, THERE. IS NEL- 
THER PLEASURE NOR PAIN. 


Theſe were but Pigmies in Athei/m,. in Compa- 
riſon of others. Dionyfius, the Sicilian Monarch, 
was a Giant in Infidelity, He not only committed 
Sacrilege, but made it his Paſtime. He droll'd 
upon the Gods, while he robb'd their Temples : 
into which he never enter'd without a 7e/, nor 
departed from their Altars without a Satire. He 
put a M vollen Garment on the Image of Jupiter Olym- 
pus, inftead of the Golden Robe with which King 
Hiero had cloath'd it; and excus'd the Sacrilegs, 
by ſaying, Exchange was no Robbery, and, That he 
conſulted the Eaſe and Health of the God, both for 
Summer and Winter. He play 'd the Barber to the 
Statue of Aſculapius, and ſhav'd off his Golden 
Beard; ſaying, t fince Appollor his Father awas 
beardleſs, it was but good Manners for the don to be 
for too. When he came into a rich Temple in Sy- 
racuſa, and ſaw in the Hands of Mars a Sword, 
whoſe Hilt was thick ſet with Diamonds, Emeralds 
and Rubies, he made a mock Obeyſance, and took 
the Sword from the extended Arm of the Jmage, 
ſaying, The God of War preſented him with that 
Sword, as an Earneſt of his future Viftories, and he 
ſhould be very ungrateful aud impious, not io accept the 
Gift of the Deity. It was a nalty Affront which 
Nero put upon the Syrian Goddeſs, when he cauſed 
his Excrements to be thrown in her Face. | 

Theſe were Royal Atheiſts, and no Body durſt 
controul their impious Franks. The Libertines now 
a-days are more modeſt and politick. They dare 
not violet Temples, nor piophane the Altea of 
the Chriſtians openly, but ſecretly they — 
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all Religion, and diſpute People out of their 
Faith. 4 JAE 1 
Some of | theſe Aibei maintain the World to be 
eternal. Others hold, that it came by a fortuitous 
Concourſe of Atoms; which'after an eternal Dance 
in an infinite Space, at laſt jumbled together into that 
exquifite Order we now behold and contemplite, 
They profeſs themſelves Diſciples of Epicurus, yet 
wilfully corrupt the Do&rines of that virtuous Phi- 
lofopher, who though he taught, that the Supreme 
Felicity of Man conſiſted in Pleaſure, yet never 
meant that of the Body, but the purer Joys and 
Tranquility of the Mind, ariſing from a life led 
according to Reaſon : Whereas theſe modern Epicu. 
reans place their higheſt Contentment in the Satis- 
faction of their ſenſual ' Appetites, A jolly Crew, 
who number their Days 'by Debaucheries, and reck- 
on that Hour miſpent, wherein they have not drawn 
ſome Line of Voluptuouſneſs, And, as if they had 
conſecrated themſelves to Bachcus and Venus, Women 
and Wine divide the moſt important Actions of their 
whole Lives 5 
They are profeſſed Enemies to the Doctrine of the 
Reuſrrefion, of good and evil Spirits, of the Day of 
Judgment, of Heaven and Hell. They eſteem Re- 
ligion only as an Invention of Paoliticians to reduce 
the World under ſome Form of Government; and 
ſpare not to call Moſes and Jeſis the Son of Mary, 
Impoſlors, as well as Mahomet our holy Lawgiver. 
The laugh at Miracles, and ridicule Prophectes ; 
and you had as good talk to them of a Man in the 
Moon, as of an Apparition from the Dead! 
Theſe Sort of Libertines are not only to be found 
in the Court of France, but in general all over Europe, 
The Contagion is epidemick, the Infection has ſpread 
it ſelf through Clergy and Laity, Noblerand Yulgar ; 
inſomuch, a he paſles for a Man ef no Wit, who 
has not a Spice of Atheiſm. - 0 
; 18 
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This will not ſeem firange when thou ſhalt know, 
that even among their Mufti's themſelves, there 
have been ſome Lucians, who eſteem'd Religion 
but an Old Wife's Tale, and us'd the moſt important 
Articles of their Faith, but as Inſtruments of Ambi- 
tion and Avarice, to aggrandize themſelves and fill 
their Coffers. Leo X. a famous Roman Pontiff, will 
be recorded to all Poſterity, for that Sarcaſ/m ef his 
on Jeſus, the Maſſias of the Chriſtians ; How much 
are wwe enriched by this Fable ef Chriſt ? Indeed, if 
we reflect well on the Maxims and Practiſes of that 
Court, it will not be hard to conclude, That Gold is 
the Great God of the Romans, and the Ultimate Ob- 
jed of their Adoration, ſince that alone can open or 
mut Heaven and Hell; no Piety or Virtue, - no 
Prayers or Tears, Alms or Penances being avaliable, 
unleſs made ſo by the meritorious Adjunct of this 
powerful. Metal. Neither need the moſt enormous 
Sinners deſpair of Pardon, if they have but Pluto 
for their Proctor, and Gold for their Ajology ; there 
being certain 4.ates ſet ypon all Sins, which if paid, 
thoſe of the deepeſt Dye are as readily abſolv'd, as 
the ſmalleſt Peccadillo's 

This ſpiritual Merchandiſe of Souls in the Su- 
preme Court of Chriftendom, has in no ſmall Degree 
contributed to the Arbeiſm of the Age; while Re- 
ligion is thereby render'd cheap and vile, a mere 
Artifice of Government, a Stratagem of the Priecft- 
hood,” to keep Fools in Awe and Subjection. And 
therefore, ſuch as have a better Opinion of them- 
ſelves, and would be thought Men of Senſe, take 
Occaſion to carp at the very faridamental Princi- 
ples of all Religion, and to diſpute againſt the Be- 
ing of a God. Rather than tamely couch under the 
Luggage of manifeit Impoſtures, they, like wild 
Colts, throw off the Yoke even of natural Religion 
and common Morality : And, becauſe they have 
too much Suſe to be abus d with Religious ang 
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and too little Faith to ſwallow all the Pius Frauds 


of the Church for undoubted Oracles of Heaven, 
they will have no Faith at all, nor give any Credit 


to the Dictates of correct Reaſon ; but, turning 


Scepticks in all Things, are ſtedfaſt to nothing 
but the Satisfaction of their Luſts; looking upon it 
as ill Husbandry of the preſent Time, to ſquander 
8 the leaſt Moment on the Thoughts of a future 


©. - 

But thou Yenerable Hegia, who haſt been pre- 
ſent at the My/teries of the holy Sepulchre, and kiſs d 
the Floor of Abraham's Oratory, art happy in the 
Poſſeſhen of a blameleſs Fairh. Thou haſt renoun- 
ced the vain pleafures of Senſe ; and thy Life is 
one continued Series of Abſtinence, Prayer, Faſting, 
Alms, and other goed Works. Having been bleſs'd 
with frequent Viſions of Paradiſe, and Anticipations 
of the Immortal State ; pray that Mahmut may per. 
ſevere in the Faith of a Muſſulman, and the Integri- 
of a Loyal Slave to the Grand Signior. 


x \' 
Paris, 2oth of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 


1 


—— — 


LETTER XXIX. 
To Egry Boinou, a White Eunuch. 
1 Cannot forget the Time; fince thou and I fate 


together in the Cbioſe at Scutari, and enter- 
tained each other with. the Stories of the ancient 
Greek Poets. The Proſpect which that Gallery af- 
forded, renewed our Memory of ſeveral Nations 
Strife bout the Birth-place of Homer; and from 
thence gave us Occaſion to diſcourſe and make 


Compari between Him and He/ioa, On, 


/ 


* 
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and the reſt of the celebrated Poets, Philoſophers, 
and Sages of the Fal. I remember we paſſed by 
Degrees from one Subject to another, till at length 
we fell upon the Tran/lation of their Heroes, and 
the Genealogy of their Gods. Thou wilt ſay I have 
a good Memory, ſhould I now rehearſe the Series 
of our Converſation on this Point. But, I will not 
be ſo troubleſome for the Sake of Applauſe. Tho 
I often think over thy Sentiments with infinite De- 
light, yet I will not repeat them here, leſt I tempt 
thee to throw away my Letter before thou hatt half 
read it. Only give me leave to put thee in mind, 
how thou didſt then vindicate the [fant World, 
for placing thoſe excellent Souls in Heaven, who 
had been illuſtrious Beneſactors to Mankind on 
Earth; and, that though aſter Ages fell into the 
Crime of Jav/atry, by giving divine Lionours to the 
firſt Inventors of Arts and Sciences, and by ſacri- 
ficing to the Manes of departed Heroes, yet it was 
thy Opinion, that thoſe who firſt conſecrated them 
to Immortality, and a Fame that ſhould know no 
End, did but perform the Rights of Gratitude 
execute the Dictates of innocent Nature, without 
ever dreaming of the Religious Ceremonies which 
their deluded Poſterity ſuperinduc'd. | 
To do thee Juſtice, this was a noble Thought, 
full of Humanity, and exactly ſquaring with unby- 
-aſs'd Reaſon; and I muſt confeſs, I owe the fre- 
quent Cure of my Melancholy to the Force of this 
generous Sentiment. 
The Chriſtians, eſpecially here in the V. out- 
go the Fews in the ſuperſtitious Narrowneſs of 
their Principles; and, as the latter confined Salya- 
tion to the Lineage of Jacob, ſo the former reſtrain 
it to the Latin Church. I have often conversd with 
ſome of their Learned Derwizes, on the Theme of 
the Pagans Salvation, but can by no Arguments 
beat them off from their inveterate 8 
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They will not allow ſo much as one of the Heathens 
to be ſaved, and but a hundred and forty four 
thouſand of the Jews, accounting twelve thou- 
ſand of every Tribe. This is the ſevere Arithme- 
tick of the Meſtern Religion, whoſe Profeſſors there- 
by render themſelves greater Val. than thoſe 
they damn. Tis to be hoped, there is a larger 
Calcule with Gd for the Number of the Blz/ed, 
or elſe one would think, He// would be too popu- 
lous, and the Devil would be forced to make fre- 
quent Decimations, and ſend Colonies abroad, to 
make Room for the ever freſh Glut of his new 
Gueſts. 

For my Part, who was Educated in the impartial 
Rudiments of Truth, in the ſerene Principles of the 
Mahometan Faith, I believe, that there are ſome 
ſaved of all Religions; and that at the Day of 
Judgment, there ſhall be erected a Fourth Banner tor 
ſuch to reſort to, who never heard of Mojes, 7 c/s, 
or Mahmut. Aſſuredly, there is no Malice in the 
Omnipotent, and he will not damn Men for their 
involuntary Ignorance of his Revealed Laws, provided 
they live up to the genuine Dictates of Nature and 
Reaſon, which are the trueſt Standards of Virtue and 
Politive Religion. 

The Chriſtians, have a Heaven for their Saints, 
and a Hell for Sinners; in this they agree with the 
Muſſulmans, They have a Limbo for Infants that 
die unbaptized ; and, another for the virtuous / 
raelites, who lived before the Mat. Their 
Charity had been compleat, had they provided 4a 
Third, tor juſt and virtuous Men of all Religions; 
whom it is too hard to damn on the Score of what 
they know not, ſo long as they unblameably pra- 
ctiſe whatſoever Good they know. The Chapter of 
Priſons in the Alcoran, ſeems to contain a more equal 
Dittribution of Juſtice, when it aſſigns a Midale- 
Place, between | Paradiſe. and Hell, to thoſe who 
YC 1 ve 
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have led an indifferent Life, equally chequered 
with Virtue and Vice. They there behold the 
Joys of the Bleed, and the Torments of the Damned; 
yet ſhall neither taſte of the one, nor feel the 
other; but pals their Time in a tedious Neutra 
lity between the Heighth of Bliſs, and the Depih of 
Miſery. | 

But what Muſſulman will queſtion the Salvation 
of the Gentiles, when the Bock of Glory it ſelf tells 
us, That Alexander the Grtat was an holy Prophet ; 
and yet we know, he neither was of the Seed of 
Abraham, nor Was he ſo much as circumciſed. 

My Converſe with the learned Derpiſes in this 
City, has taught me ſome of their School Diſtin- 
Hons; among. which, they uſe a pretty one in the 
Damnation of unbaptized Infants 3 teaching, That 
ſuch are damned to the Pain of Loſs, but not to 
the Pain of Semſe. 1 am apt to think, this Diſtincti- 
on may very well be adapted to the Ca e of many 
Men, who as their. Virtues are not of that heroick. 
Stamp, as to carry them directly to Paradije; ſo 
neither are their Vices of ſo black a Tincture, as 
to fink them immediately to Hel! I believe there 
are proportionate Rewards and Puniſhments for all 
Sorts and Degrees of Virtue and Vice; and that 
the Souls of the departed are marſhall'd and dif- 
poled in Receptacles agreeable to their proper Rank 
and Quality. And, if I can but get to Virgil's 
pleuſant Greens and ſhady. Woods, the fortunate 
Manſions of innocent and juſt Men, I will not 
envy. the Heroes, nor defire to be canonized among 
the Gods. Eljzium "and Paradiſe are much one to 
me: .I ſeek not the Name, but the Nature of B. 
Provided I may but gain a Place of Reſt and Refreſh- 
ment, and be admitted into agreeable Company, I 
will not complain, nor diſturb the Peace of the 
Bleſed; with an ambitious Qgeſt of the higheſt 
Dignities in Heaven; as if a Man could not be 

| | happy, 
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Happy, unleſs he be made a Vizir of the Bench 
above. 

Let thou and I, dear Egry, live in ſuch an exact 
Conformity of Manners here, - that when we go 
hence, we may by the Divine Numen, be both diſ- 

ed in the ſame Apartment and Society, carry our 

riendſhip along with us to that other World ; and 
let us make a Covenant, That whoſoever dies firſt, 
hall ſoon appear to the Survivor, and give him a 
true Account of his State, ,if it be in the Power of 
the Dead to perform ſuch Bargains. 

In the mean Time I counſel thee to make muck 
of this preſent Life z not by ſordid Voluptuouſneſs 
and Vice, from which I know thy natural Averſion ; 
but by borrowing frem each Element, an Occaſion 
of improving thy Science and Virtue. This is the 
Way to be raiſed above the Elements, in which at 
p_ thou art a Sojourner; and to attain thy 

ative Skies, and Kindred Stars; where the Re- 
nown'd Poets, Philoſophers, Lawygivers, and other 
virtuous Men, are gone before us, expect our Com- 
ing, and are ready to welcome us to the Rights ef 
their happy Society. Adien. | 


Paris, 13th of the 1ſt Moen, 
of the Year 1645. 


——_— 
* — 


LETTER XXX. 


To the Selictar Aga, er Sword-Beorer. 


1 * is apparent that the States - of the World are 
void of Compaſſion, and that they are altoge- 
ther actuated by a Principle of Intereſt. 
1 a la Tuilliere, Ambaſſador frem France to 
the King of Denmark, arrived at that Court with 
| ſpecious 


8 


1 
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ſpecious Pretexts of Mediation, promiſing to do his 
utmoſt to accomodate the Differences + between the 
two Crowns of Denmark and Swedeland, with all 
oſſible Advantages to the former. But when the 

uſineſs came to the Tryal, when he faw King 
Chriſtian advancing into the Field againſt Gu/lawus, 
with an Army of near twenty thouſand Men, which 
in all likelihood would have given the Swedes occa- 
ſion to repent their raſh and unjuſt Incurſions; he 
charmed the good natur'd old King, with ſuch fair 
Promiſes, and ſubtle Inſinuations, that he cauſed him 
to retreat at the Moment of giving Battel. 

In the ſame Manner dealt Galaſſ with the King, 
who did but make a Show with his Forces, without 
doing any effectual Service. For, when he might 
have compelled the Swedi/b General either to fight 
or retire, he ſuffered him freely to paſs through 
Holftein, and return into Germany. | 

The Curious and Inquiſitive lay the Blame of 
this Treachery on Cardinal Mazarini, whoſe Piſtoles, 
they ſay, had corrupted Galafſs, and made him run 
counter to his Maſter's Inſtructions. 

But, in my Opinion, this is an unjuſt Cenſure of 
the Cardinal, who was afterwards known to be in- 
ſtrumental in ſpurring on the Hallanders to com 
theſe Quarrels: Which at laſt was accompliſſd by 
the dextrous Mediation of this great Miniſter. 

I wiſh the Differences between our glorious Sul- 
tan and the Venetian, were as well adjuſted with 
Honour to the Ottoman Empire. 


Paris, 1| of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


LETTER 
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To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of State. 


0 HE Wars of Germany and Swwedeland are 


| the principal Subje& of Diſcourſe all over Eu- 
rope; eſpecially in this Court, which has a great In- 
tereſt in the good Succeſs of the Swwedi/p Arms, the 
Houſe of Auſiria being the moſt formidable Enemy 


that France has in the World. 


General ' Torftenſon marches about like another 


- Scanderbeg, victorious where-ever he ſtrikes. Twas 
to his own Ruin, that Ga/aſo ſuffered him to paſs 
- quietly through He//ein 3 when, in Conjunction with 


the Dani/þ Army, he was in a Condition to give him 
Battel, or compel him to retire. 

No ſooner was Galaſſo ſeparated from the Danes, 
and encamped near Magdeburgh ; but, Torſtenſon be- 
gan to obſerve his Motions, and lay down not far 
from him, between whom there paſſed many Skir- 


- miſhes, which very much leden'd the German Army. 


Beſides, they were extremely incommoded for want 


of Proviſions; ſo, that at his Return to Bohemia, 


he could preſent the Emperor but with a few of his 
Men, and give but a ſhallow Account of the Loſs of 
the H. 

In the mean Time, Coning/mark and Papenhtin, 
two other Saved Commanders, are not idle, having 
taken Haden and Boxtehawd!t, with moſt of the other 
important Places in the Arbi/hoprick of Bremen. 

Thus the German Affairs decline apace; and, the 
Swedes, who not long ago were obicure and ſtarce 
regarded, begin to make a conſiderable Figure in the 
World. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſend thee àa conſtant Account of what is moſt 
remarkable. God augment thy Felicity. 


Paris, 27th of the 2d Men, 
of the Year 1647. 


* 
. 


LETTER XXXIL 
To Berba Muſtapha Aga. 


HE bloody Battel of Jaden has unperch'd 
the Imperial Eagle, which can no longer en- 
dure the Smoke of Swedip Gunpowder. 

The German Court is removed in a great Fright to 
Prague in Bohemia, there to curſe the Avarice of 
the Soldiers, whoſe greedy Deſire of the Srugdih 
Prey, betray'd the German Army to the Swords of 
their Conquerors. 

This Battle was fought on the ſixth Day of the 
third Moon of this preſent Year. Goetz, one of the 
Imperial Generals was killed in the firſt Onſet '; 
which ſo inflamed Baron Jobn de Werdt, that with 
four thouſand Men, he brake into the Left Wing of 
the Swedes, putting them into an irrecoverable Diſ- 
order. The Germans ſeeing their Enemies retreat in 
much Confufion, fell to plundering the Baggage. 
General Torflenſon turning their Covetouſneſs to his 
Advantage, lets them alone till they were all entangled 
and loaden with Bcoty ; then ſuddenly falls upn 
them, and turned the Fortune of the Day to his 
Own Side. g 

There were above three thouſand of the Imperia- 
ts killed on the Spot, and four thouſand taken 
Priſoners ; among which, were the Generals Hats- 
Feldt, Mercy, Broy, Zaradeikie, and ſeven other 
Principal Commanders. | = 

. 
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By this fatal Stroke, the Swedes have opened to 
| themſelves a Paſſage into Moravia, Auſtria, and 
f Hungary, So that in Time they may extend their 
it Conqueſts even to the Confines of the Ottoman 
il Ps. 
; pray the Great God to continue the Wars be- 
{ tween theſe Hide! Nations; that ſo, not attending 
to the general Intereſt of Chriftendom, but weakening 
each other, they may at length become a Prey to the 
True Believers. 


Paris, 1ſt of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 


lem, 


—— 


LETTER XXXIII. 


Fs Oſman e an Aftrologer at 
io. 


Know not whether it be an effect of the Stars, or 
the Sport of Siprits that has happen'd here lately; 
whether it proceeds from Heaven or Hell, Nature or 
| Magick Art, Chance or Defliny ; the Marks it has left 
i behind it are very Terrible, and the Aſtoniſhment is 

' not yet off from the People's Hearts. 

'F Three Days ago I was riding from Paris to Saint 
\1 Germain en Lay, where the Court reſides, When I 
g was got about half Way on the Road, there aroſe 

a ſudden Blaſt of Wind, which ruſhing vehement! 

among the Trees, made an uncouth Noiſe, and ſtru 

me with ſome Surprize and Horror.:: But, my Amaze- 
ment was ſoon increaſed, when I perceived the 
Hedges and Trees that grow along the Road Side, 
torn up and carried away by an inviſible Hand. I 
was afraid my Horſe and I ſhould have been ta- 
ken up for Company; For this Whirlwind paſſed 
very near us, twiſting in all that was in its "ye 
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and ſwiftly moving in a circular Figure, it grew to 


1 | ſuch a Bigneſs, by the continual Addition of Trees, 
* Hedges, Stoves, Earth, &c. that it ſeemed like 2 
in 009, | 
N 1 fel thee, though I was not without ſome Ap- 
. prehenſion of Danger, yet hitherto this was the plea- 
{antelt and moſt diverting Spe ctacle that ever I faw 
> in my Life. Trees are a very grateful Object on the 
; Earth, but they are much more ſo in the Airz*and, 


eſpecially at that Height and Diſtance, they affect 

the Eye with unſpeakable Delight. I was raviſhed 

to ſee a moving Foreſt, almoſt as high as the Clouds. 

The pendulous Gardens of Babylon would have 

appear'd but a Trifle, in Compariſon of thi? Noble 

Scene. 

I followed it with my Eye as far as I could, *till 

at length my Sight was intercepted by a thick Show- 

| er of Rain, which drove me into a Houſe for Shel- 

| der. Where, before I came away, I was informed, 

that what I eſteemed ſo delightful, proved very Tra- 

R gical to the neighbouring Villages. Falling down 

from that Height I leit it at, and ſcattering its 

former Load, it fell violently into the Groves and 

| Orchards, tearing up ſome 'Thouſands of Trees by 

the Roots, and carrying them away like Chaff in the“ 

Air, throwing down many Hundreds of Houſes, 

| removing others from the Foundations, and doing 

| the poor Husbandmen ſuch irreparable Damages, as 
the like has not been known in the Memory of Man. 

Commen Humanity taught me to pity theſe In- 

dels; and the Natural Principle of Self Preſerva- 

tion, made me bleſs my ſelf, That I had eſcaped 

ſo. imminent a Danger. But tell me, Thou who art 

converlant in the Secrets of Nature, who knoweſt 

the Influences of the Stars, and the Hidden Force 

of the Elements, What is the Cauſe of theſe wild 

Fit: and Convulſions of the Air? The Superſtitious 

here ſay, The Devils are let looſe at ſuch a Time 

= from their ferred Priſoas, to keep a Carne! 


. 
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and play their wanton Pranks in open Light, there 
being no Holidays in Hell. Others believe Magicians 
are at Work; and, by the Force of Spell, raiſe 
Hurricanes and Storms. But the Learned ſay, That 
theſe are only the Effects of Nature, proceeding from 
Meteors and Exhalatiens in the Air I, for my 
Part, never puzz e my ſelf with a vain Search after 
that which cannot be demonitrated If theie Hurr:- 
canes be Natural, then 'tis certain, Nature d: es not 
diſcover her Power at all i imes, nor in the conſtant 
Series of her Works; but has her Reterve:, and 
Times of State, wherein ſhe diſplays her ſeif with 
greater Pageantry, to create Reipect : Since the un- 
thinking Part of Mankind, is ſooner taken with ſuch 
unuſual Events as make a Noile, than with the an- 
tient flanding Miracles of the Creation, the filent 
and regular Motions, exquifite Order, and never- 
ceaſing Activity of the Sun, Moon and Stars. I hus, 
we are never ſenſible of the Heat that is within us, 
or the Circulation of our Blood, becauic we are al- 
ways habituated to feel it from our Embryo 

I tel] thee, Sage O/man, if I have any Dread up- 
on me, it is of Earthquakes ; becauſe they t.ke from 
us all ſure Footing From Thunder, Lightning, and 
all the Storms in open Air, Tikerius's Remedy my 
ſecure us: Nay, the very Beaſls will be our Guides 
to ſome fafe Den or Cave; but, from an Earthquake 
there's no Retreat; that undermines and blows us 
up without any Warning, reither have we Time or 
Means to eſcape. This maizes me always think, I 
walk upon a Cobweb ; ſo thin and brittle is this cut- 
ward Cruſt of Earth we tread on. 

He that founded the Earth, and has admirably 
kneaded this G/obe together witli! Water, grant us a 
Refuge in Time of Danger, and an Eternal Sanctuary 
in Paradiſe. : | 


Faris, ſt of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1645. 


LETTER 
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To the Kaimacham, 


Need not apologize for my long Silence. Fha- 

chim aſſures me, be has acquainted Nathan Ben 
Saddi with the Occaſion of it, by whom the News 
of my Impriſonment might be tranſmitted to the 
Sublime Port. When I was firſt ſeized upon, I had not 
the Liberty to ſend for Eliachim, or ſee any Body 
that I deſired to ſpeak with. But that honeſt Fey, 
ſoen heard the News, and writ to Vienna, to prevent 
any Diſpatches that might come from thence, or from 
Conflantineple. He has now fully convinced me of his 
Fidelity, which I ſo long ſuſpected; and ! Care truſt 
bin henceforward with the moſt important Con- 
cerns of my Commiſſion. His Sagacity and Conduct 
in this Occurrence, is worthy of Acknowledyment 
and Reward ; having dextrouſly blinded Cardinal 
Mazar ini, who is an Argus; baffled his ſevereſt 
Scrutinies, and been highly inſtrumental in pro- 
curing me the Liberty I now again enjoy. 

The Arabian Proverb ſays, The Camel at tra- 
evels often to Meccha, will return lame at laſt. J had 
for a long Time eſſayed, to penetrate into the Drifts 
of this Cardinal, as well as thcſe of his Predeceſſor 
Richlieu, yet found nothing but Riddles. One 
might as ſoon trace Aretbuſa in her Wandrings un- 
der Ground, or purſue a Man in the intricate Mazes 
of Dædalus, as diſcover the Intrigues of this State- 
Serpent. His Deſigns are a perſect Labyrinth How- 
ever, walking ane Day in one of their Churches, I 
caſt my Eye on a Stone in the Pavement, juſt 
befuie the Image of the Virgin Mary, which by the 
perpetual kneeling of many thouſand Voraries, 
was worn away half a Cubit. 'The Sight of this 
made me cenclude, That there is no Difficulty fo 
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great, which by aſſiduous Induſtry, and conſtant Re- 
{olution, may not be overcome. Chear'd with this 
Thought, I determin'd with my ſelf never to faint, 
or give cver my moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours, to un- 
lock the Cabinet of this Great Aliniſſer, wherein 
L knew all the Secrets of Europe were laid up. I left 
no Stone unturn'd, to compaſs my Deſign; 1 haunted 
the Court daily, and follow'd the Cardinal like his 
Shadow. I infinuated with his Followers and Crea- 
rures, flatter'd the Soft and Ambitious, preſented 
Gifts to the Covetous ; was merry and Frank with 
fome, Reſerv'd and Grave with others: In fine, I 
to aim'd to comport my ſelf with every one, that 1 
might win all. At length, knowing that there was 
a private Agent from Prince Ragotshi come to this 
Court, my Zeal for the Grand Signior ſuggeſted to 
me, That if I could wind my felf into this Man's 
Acquaintance, I ſhould be able to unravel ſome great 
Secret, and do an acceptable Service to the Ottoman 
Empire. | 
Opportunities are ſeldom wanting to the Watch- 
ful and Diligent. I had Acquaintance enough at the 
Court. And appearing often in the Retinue of Mana- 
rini; and the Cardinal ſometimes fingling me out, 
and diſcourſing with me, in the Preſence of the 
Franflvanian, this Stranger took more than ordina- 
otice of me: Which gave me occaſion to ad- 
reſs my ſelf to him, in Hopes to accompliſh my 
Purpoſe But Fate had otherwiſe decreed. The 
Agent remembred my Face, and told me in the 
Sclawonian Tongue, that he had ſeen me in the 
Grand Signior's Seraglio. It is not hard for thee, 
Jluſtrious Kaimacham, to conceive the Diſorder 
I was in at this Challenge. But reſuming Courage, 
J replyed, that it was poſſible he might have 
feen me there ; for, I had formerly ferved a Ger- 
man Ambaſſador af the Ottoman Court, in Quality 
of Secretary. He ſeemed ſatisfied with my An- 
ſwer, diſſembling his farther Thooghts : But, 1 [ 
ex- 
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afcerwards perceived, I owe my Confinement t“ 
this fatal Interview. No doubt, but he remark'd 
the particular Station I was in at the Serag/io, when 
he came thither to negociate for Prince Ragorshi, 
in Sultan Amurath's Time For, before I went toe 
Bed that Night, I was ſent for to Cardinal Maza- 
rini, and ſtrictly examined about my Country, my 
Religion, my Buſineſs at Paris, and cther Matters ; 
and was ſent away Priſoner to the Baſ/tile (which 
was formerly a Citadel erefted to awe this Town, 
but not being found ſerviccable in that kind, is ſince 
made a Priton. ) That which moit puzzles me is, 
That I was not confronted Face to Face with this 
Tranſiluanian. My Conhnement was very cloſe, 
being denyed the Uſe of Pen. Ink and Paper, and 
the Acceſs of any of my Friends. Indeed, knew 
not what uſe to make of thoſe Materials, nor durſt 
1 write to any Body, leſt J ſhould have brought 
them into the ſame Snare, and done my ſelf a great- 
er Diſſervice. All my Comfort was, That I had 
left no Writings in my Lodgings, which could diſ- 
cover the Affairs of my Commiſſion. *Tis true, when 
I was fearch'd, they found the Alcoran in my Pocket, 
which gave a mighty Jealouly to the Cardinal; 
but I excuſed it by ſaying, I kept that Book, that 
I might not forget my Arabic; in which the Car- 
dinal knew I was well skilld, having formerly ſeen 
a Tranſlation, which I made out of that Language 
for Cardinal Richlicu. Beſides, they found in my 
Chamber Plutarch's Lives, the Annals of Tacitus ; 
Livy's Reman Hiſtory; a Phil:ſophical Treatiſe of 
Awverrees, and a ſmall ra of St. Auguſtine, one of 
the Chriflian Fathers : Which made it appear, as 
reaſonable to conclude me a Pagan or a Chriſtian, 
for having their Books by me, as a Turk for havin; 
the Alcoran. 

I fill perſiſted, in aſſerting my ſelf to be 
Titus of M/ldavia, and that I was a Chriftian [ Ilsa. 
ven forgive the Perjury !) I bad a Friar ſent to me, 
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who exhorted me to a Confeſſion of my Sin, thinking 
this way to pump the mighty Secret from me. But, 
this turned to my Advantage ; for, calling to Mind 
a Learned and Ingenuous Friar, with whom I had 
convers'd, and contracted ſome Friendſhip, I ſigni- 
hed my Reſolution to conſeſs my ſelf to him. Thi: 
is a Privilege could not be denied me, it being 
lawfal for every Man to chuſe his own Conft/or. 
'The Friar was ſent for : And, this being the only 
Time I was like to ſpeak to any of my Friends with. 
out Witneſſes, I improv'd the Advantage; and to 
make my Conf ion ſeem the more fincere, I accuſed 
my felt of what I ne'er was guilty of, telling him 
with a well counterfeited Sorrow, That the true 
Reaſon of abandoning Moldawia, was becauſe I had 
murdered a near Kinſman there. My Conf:/jon end- 
ed, and Abſelution granted, the Friar embraced me, 
and told me, That he would do me all the Service he 
could, in order to my Releaſe. I exprefled my Grati- 
tude in the beſt Terms I could, and begged of him to 
viſit me often, ſince he was the only Perſon would be 
allowed to do me that kind Office I will not detain 
thee longer, Sage Baſſa, in ExpeRation of the Iſſue. 

This honeſt Friar was as gocd as his Word, He 
was admitted to ſee me almoſt daily without Suſpi- 
cion. I truſted him with Eliachin's Acquaintance 3 
which render'd him very ſerviceable; for he citen 
brought me Money from the Jew, when he knew not 
how otherwiſe to convey it to me. In a word, be- 
tween them both, they ſo wrought on the Cardinal, 
that after Six Meovws Impriſonment I was releas'd, 
and am now in more Credit than before. 

The Great God grant, that the Malice of the If - 
fels may always turn to the Advantage of the True 
Believers ; and that from their Jealouſies, Occaſions 
may ariſe to promote the Intereſt of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

Paris, 24th / the 7th Boon, 

of the Tear 1645. 
| N 6 LET TEN 
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LETTER XXXV. 


To the Venerable Mufti. 


T length I am releas'd from a tedious Impri- 
A ſonment, the Occaſion of which the Kaima- 
cham will acquaint thee with. Had this happened 
in Fain, my Uſage had been much worſe. And for 
this Reaſon, I eſteem France the nobleſt and freeſt 
Kingdom within the Pale of the Latin Church ; that 
it never would. ſubmit to the Tyranny of the Ingquifi- 
tien: Which is a kind of Eccleſiaſtical Divan, or High- 
Court of Judicature, where Crimes againft the Church 
and State are tried. It was firſt erected at the In- 
ſtance of one Dominick, who for this meritorious 
Project, was afterwards canomized a Saint, The 
original Deſign of it was, to extirpate the Moors and 
Jews out of Spain and Portugal. But now tis made 
a Trap for all Strangers, and eſpecially thoſe they 
call Hereticks. Whoſoever falls into it, is common» 
ly fleec'd of his Eſtate, and not ſeldom chou *d out 
of his Life. For, the firſt Thing the Holy Fathers 
Inguifitors do, is to make a zealous and devout In- 
ſpection into the Poſſeſſions of the Priſoner, If 
they find him Rich, that is ſufficient to make him 
Criminal; and the good Fathers will take a pious 
Care to diſpoſe of his Wealth. They have their 
Spies in all Companies, who inform them of Mens 
Words and Actions. Theſe Hounds are always up- 
on the Scent ; and will ſmell a Heretic out if he 
breaths within the Purlieu of their Hunt A Man 
dares not ſays his Soul is his own in theſe Countries ; 
nor claim the Privilege to exerciſe his Reaſon. The 
Inhabitants live in a molt abject Slavery to the 
Prieflhood, and Travellers matt drag the Chain, bri- 
dle their Tongues, and curb their Actions for their 
ewn Security. But in France the [nquifition is ab- 
horr'd, 
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horr'd, and an immortal Averfion conceived againſt 
the "Tyranny, and cruel Practices of the Spariard;, 
The People are of more generous Tempers, the 
Laws not ſo rigorous, and yet they come far ſhort of 
the Juſtice ef the Ottoman Empire. Though my Con- 
finement was tedious, yet *twas tolerable ; and, if I 
could not be happy in a Priſon, ſo neither was I 
properly miſerable. 

When Evil ſurprizes us, we commonly affright 
our ſelves, by beholding it in its groſs Bulk; our 
ſcattered Spirits are aſtoniſhed at an infinite Bug- 
bear. Whereas, if we take a moie particular Sur- 
vey of the dreadful Object, anatomie and view it 
Piece by Piece, we find, that the greateit Part of 
What ſo diſmayed us, had no other Exiſtence than 
in our own [maginations. Thus when I was firſt 
ſeized by Cardinal Mazarin!''s Order, I preſaged to 
my {elf no le, than iniufter:bJe I ortures, an igno- 
minious Death, and (which affected me with the 
moſt ſenſibe Grief) the Di.cove!:y of my Cemmiſſi- 
on, and the Affairs of tre Sublime Port. When | tir 
enter'd the Prin, |! bid adieu to a] Joy and Comfort 
in this Life, and ht of rothing but preparing 
my ſelf fur (he abe HTrld, where I noped to be 
renewed agen e mmenſe Pleatuces, the Delights of 
Paradiſe, i Heard of my cuiterings for that 
Law. which was brongle don from Heaven by the 
Ae Gate. 

Jneſe were my firſt Irevghts in Priſon; but 
when Slech had cempoſed my Spirits, and Time 
had rende die moe familiar with the Place of 
my Reli i began to think it was not impoſſi- 
ble to (ive, and even to regain my Liberty. How- 
ever, Ilie oed to allevzate tie Griet of my Reſtraint, 
by contracting my Deines within a narrcwer Com- 
pats, nd ircumteribing my Wiſhes within thoſz 
Walls wi.ich confined my Body 1 framed to my 
ſelf Fel .citi-s, cur of the Contemplation of my Mi- 
ſery, aid by 4onficering what I enjoyed, J paci- 
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fied Diſcontent for what I wanted. T was not 
ſo cloſe ſhut, but that I could at Pleaſure let in 
freſh Air, and take a Proſpect of the City and adja- 
cent Fields at my Window. This made me reliſh 
my Priſon with ſome Degree of Content. The Want 
which moſt afflited me, was, that of Fountain 
Water; which I durſt not ſo much at ask for, in 
ſuch Quantities as are requiſite to the Cleanneſs of 
a Mufſulman, leſt I ſhould have confirmed them in 
the Suſpicion which was the Occaſion of my Impri- 
ſonment. For, I was ſure, my Actions would be 
narrowly obſerved 

The fame Caution made me not refuſe to eat on 
Swine's Fleſh, and drink freely of Wine, when once 
invited to the Governor's Table. Tis true, I had 
2 Scruples and Fears upon me. But, I com- 

rted my ſelf with thoſe Paſſages in the Alcor an, 
which ſeem to indulge us this Liberty in Caſe of Ne- 
ceſſity, by affuring us, That Ged is the Merciſul of 
the Merciful, and that he requires not unreaſonable 
Performances of his Creatures. Otherwiſe, I 
ſhould have thought every Morſel I ſwallow'd of 
that execrable Meat would have choaked me, and 
every Draught of Wine have been my Poiſon. 
Tell me, Great Oracle of Truth, whether in this I 
have not finned? I think my ſelf not innocent, till 
thou haſt pronounced me ſo. However, thi Frank- 
neſs in Eating and Drinking with the CZri/{:ans, 
without the leaſt Reſerve or Niceneſs, contributed 
ſomething to their better Opinion of me. Men are 
generally ſo wedded to their own Cuſtoms, that he 
looks like a Monſter, who thwarts them, and does 
not comply with the preſent Mode. And the French 
have a Proverb, That when a Man is at Rome, . 
muſt live like the Romans, 

[ believe I was invited to this Co/lation in order 
to a Diſcovery ; and had I refuſed to eat and drink 
what was before me, it had, no doubt, been a con- 
rincing Argument to theſe Zyfidels, that I was a 
Muſſulman. 1 
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If I have finned in this Point, I humbly crave 
thy Abſolution and Prayers; but, if I have done 
well, inform me, that ſo 1 may have Peace of 
Conſcience, 


Paris, 24th of the 5th Moor, 
of the Year 1645. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


To Mehmet an Eunuch Page in the Seraglio. 


HOU haft long ago heard of my Impriſon- 

ment at Paris, let not the News of my Releaſe 

be unwelcome to thee. If thou didſt then ſympa- 

thize with my Sufferings, now take a ſhare in my 

oy. I believe thou haſt Friendſhip encugh to do 

th; and, I am wilkng thou ſhouldeſt divide the 
One with with me as well as the O-her. 

I will not therefore make thee melancholy with 
a Rehearial of my Fears and Apprehenſions, my 
Wants, and Diſcontents, with other doleful Circum- 
ſtances of a Priſon. Jam now at Liberty, let Sad- 
neſs vaniſh. Yet I have not ſo forgot my late Grief, 
as to be now exceſſive in my Joy, ſince I am liable 
to the ſame or a worſe Ditaſter again It is re- 
ver good to be ſecure, while we are ignorant what's 
the next Potion that Fare is temp-ring for us Mo- 
deration keeps a Man upon his Guard ; and, if any 
Stroke of Mi:ſortune be aim'd at him, he is aware 
of the Blow, and ſo can either dextrouſly Ward it 
off, or at leaſt rake honourable Qarter: Whereas 
be that ſuffers himſelf to be d flolv'd, and his Mind 
unbent with Proſperity, is taken Captive by Evil, 
without being able to make any eaſie Conditions 
for himſelf, I love to have my Eyes open, and to 
look round, the Whole Horizon of Contingencies : 5 
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watch for the very Poſſibilities of Misfortune, that 
ſo I may not be catch'd napping by a Calamity, but 
be always in a State to fence, or make Compoſi- 
tion. 

I will now tell thee with mere Freedom than I 
did the Mufti, what happened to me during my 
Lmpriſonment. The Governer of the Citadel 
shere I was confin'd, invited me one Day to a 
Fanquet. I need not give thee an Inventory of the 
various Diſhes, with which his Table was furniſh 
ed: Our Entertainment was generous, he regal'd 
me beyond the Expectation of a Priſoner; and had 
there not been a Defign in it, I ſhould have ad- 
mired the Bounty of this Infide/. But his Treat 
was 2 Snare, and contrived for a Teff of my Religion, 
Whether 1 was a Diſciple of Mahomet or Feſus? 
T'hoa knoweſt the Chriſlians eat Swine's Fleſh, and 
diink Wine, which the Muſulmans. have in Abo- 
mination. We had Plenty of both at this Feaſt, 
and I Guilt not be ſqueamich at either. I tell thee, 
though I eat of the one with little Pleaſure, yet I 
drank of the other without any Diſguſt. Theſe 
tfazarencs imitate the ancient Græcians at their Ban- 
quets, in drinking of Hea/ths to ſuch. as they moſt 
elteem. The Governor plied me with Glaſſes, and 
I cuafied liberally. Policy and Self Preſervation 
taught me to begin the Debouch ; and, the Charms 
of chat tempting Liquor weuld not ſuffer me to 


thrink to the End. "lhe Wines of France are very 


delicate, and we had choice of the Beſt. The 
Pleaſure 1 enjoyed at this Parguet, tad almoſt re- 
conciled me to the Diſciples of Hali; and, I could 
have wiſh'd, our Preplet hid been in a better Hu- 
mcur, when he forbid us the Juice of the Grape, 
He promiſes us Rivers of Wine in Paradiſe. and, 
whale I was in my Cups, I thought he might con- 
nive at us, for taking a Glaſs or two ſometimes on 
Earth, If thou haſt not yet talted this enchanting 
Liquor, I Win thee to abſtan as long as thou 


laveit ; 
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liveſt ; for otherwiſe thou wilt find it very difficult 
to overcome the Deſires of it, or to live without it. 
For my part, I greedily longed for it before ever I 
taſted it, becauſe it was forbid : And now I have 


often had my Fill of it, my Appetite is increaſed, 


The more I drink, the greater is my Thirſt aſter 
it, which is never like to be quench'd, till I ſhall 
drink at the Original Fountains of Wine, in Paradi/c. 

I do not think it ſo great a Sin as our Do&or:; 
would make us believe; fince the Divine Lawgiwver 
preſcribes Abſtinence from Wine, rather as a Coun- 
ſel, than a Command. If thou art of another Opi- 
nion, I cenſure thee not. The late Sultan Amurath 
was of my Mind; and many Grandzes at the Port 
count it no Hereſie. All the Danger lies in the Ex- 
ceſs. I am no Advocate for Drunkards. ' 

Let theſe Things be ſpoken like Words in a Dream, 
which cannot be remember'd again. Thou hait Pru- 


dence enough to take Care, that this Letter fall not 


into the Hands of ſuch as ſhall diſpoſe of it in the 
Wall of the Hazoda. It is evident that J love thee, 
in that I thus frankly diſcloſe ſuch Paſſages as 1 
would not have others be privy to. 

After all, I declare I ſhould eſteem my ſelf much 
more happy, might I exchange Paris tor Conſlan- 
Finople, and the moſt delicious Wines of Europe for 
the wholeſome Sherbets of Aſia. 

May Heaven fulfil my Defire, to ſee thee once 
again, with the reſt of my Friends at the Seraglio. 
Continue thy Affection to Mahmut, who loves his 
Friends without Hypocriſy, Adieu. I; 

| OATS 
Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon, f #4 8 
of the Year 1645. CES hs 4 
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